
 



ON THE STROLL:

FREE AGENTS AND BONDED LABOUR IN THE

STREET PROSTITUTION INDUSTRY

A Thesis

Submitted to the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research

in Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements

For the Degree of

Master of Arts

in the

Department of Sociology

by

Susan Margaret Robertson

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

c1989. S. M. Robertson

i o z:» oS7/f:jZ.:S



The author has agreed that the Library, University of

Saskatchewan, may make this Research Paper freely available

for inspection. Moreover, the author has agreed that

permission for extensive copying of this Research Paper for

Scholarly purposes may be granted by the professor or

professors who supervised the thesis work recorded herein or,

in their absence, by the Head of the Department or the Dean of

the College in which the thesis work was done. It is

understood that due recognition will be given to the author of

this Research Paper and to the University of Saskatchewan in

any use of the material in this Research paper. Copying or

publication or any other use of the Research Paper for

financial gain without the approval by the University of

Saskatchewan and the author I s written permission is

prohibited.

Requests for permission to copy or to make any other use

of material in this Research Paper in whole or in part should

be addressed to:

Head of Department of Sociology
University of Saskatchewan
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Canada S7N OWO



i

ABSTRACT

This study analyzes the concept of aiienated labour in

the practice of street prostitution in Canada's prairie

region and explores the relationship between profit-making

relations in street prostitution and the exploitation of

street prostitutes in this region. It begins with a brief

introduction to the themes of social control that dominate

within the Sociology of Prostitution and a discussion of the

sources and limitations of data employed. The basic

proposition that is drawn from this discussion is that the

exploitation of street prostitutes is secured in the

organization of the labour process of street prostitution.

The review of relevant literature is organized around

the basic themes of supply, demand and profit .. This

organizational scheme allows the evaluation and critique of

the loose application of economic concepts to the causal

analysis of prostitution. It concludes with the finding

that prostitution is the expression of a profit-making

relation and establishes a basis for the analysis of the

appropriation of labour within profit-making relations. In

light of the focus on the regulation of working activity in

eccnomic organization, Marx's theory and method of

historical materialism is identified as a fruitful
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conceptual framework for the analysis of this relation.

The discussion of subjective interpretations of Marx's

theory of alienation is followed by a detailed discussion of

the ontological continuity and epistemological focusing of

Marx's intellectual outlook. This leads into an explication

of Marx's theory of alienation.

A detailed description of the street prostitution

commodity market and the street prostitution industry is

constructed around ·the producer's relation to the product

and activity of labour in the circulation and production of

commodified intimacy. This is followed by a specific

analysis of the concept of alienated labour as it is

expressed in the social relations of production of the

street prostitution industry.

The conclusion that is reached is that two forms of

alienated labour can be identified within the street

prostitution industry in the Canadian prairie region. As

free agents, the working activity of prostitutes is subject

to regulation by the market and overall structure of the

street prostitution industry, and the appropriation of

labour is expressed in circulation. As bonded labour the

working activity of prostitutes is subject to regulation by

the social relations of production that are established

between male owners and female workers. As such, the

appropriation of labour is accomplished through relations of
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dependency and domination that are expressed in the

production of commodified intimacy and the exploitation of

the prostitute is stripped of any appearance of freedom.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Scope of the Study

Narrow variations on the theme of social control

predominate within the Sociology of Prostitution and the

field of studies concerned with prostitution generally. For

the most part, these variations provide both a reflection of,

and inspiration for, prevailing currents of social and legal

reaction to the practice of prostitution.

In Canada, actual and proposed legislative responses to

prostitution have tended to be either regulatory, or

prohibitory, in orientation and implementation. Specific

policy strategies for controlling prostitution through

regulation call for the decriminalization, or legalization of

certain states, activities, behaviours and relations which

contribute to, or result from, the practice of prostitution.l
Alternatively, policy strategies aimed at eliminating

prostitution entail the criminalization of the very same

states, activities, behaviours and relations.2

Historically, actual policies and policing practices

have emphasized the regulation of prostitution, while

attempting to bring about the elimination of certain

manifestations of the practice. In light of this objective,

Canadian legal statutes have tended to prohibit the most

visible, and conspicuously exploitative aspects of

prostitution, without prohibiting the practice, per se.3
For example, the act of prostitution is not, and never

has been, an illegal act in Canada.4 In fact, legal statutes
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which deal with prostitution specifically, such as

solicitation, procurring and certain property ordinances, are

quite obviously designed to effect the elimination of two

problems commonly associated with the practice of street

prostitution. These problems may be classified generally as

problems of public order arising from the visibility and

nuisan�e factors of street prostitution, and problems of

individual harm resulting from the potential for persons to

benefit from the status and activities of vulnerable persons.

In practice, the interpretation 'and implementation of

relevant statutes by police and judiciary have failed to

b�ing about the prohibitory objective of the statutes. At

best, enforcement of these statutes, in combination with

local by-laws such as public conduct and traffic regulations,

have merely produced a short-term regulation of the problems

associated with street prostitution. The fact that the

Disjunctures between policy intent and outcome,

practice of street prostitution continues to thrive within

Canadian society, despite periodic fluctuations in apparent

levels of activity within specific lrications, would seem to

indicate that legal strategies for suppressing the practice

of street prostitution 'have been only partially effective.5

fluctuations in the apparent and real levels of prostitution

and related activities, �nd variations in the form and

intensity of public reaction toward these practices, have

generated a recurring debate over appropriate and effective

mechanisms for controlling prostitution through law reform
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and policing practices. As in the past, the most recent

debate has developed in relation to the predicted

effectiveness of implementing a system of legalization,

decriminalization or criminalization, respectively.6
Although each of the proposed alternatives differ

substantively, all measures reflect a shared perception of

social control, and an underlying consensus about the

functional efficacy of state-imposed mechanisms of social

control. The particular meaning of social control which

these alternatives reflect, can be located within the broader

sociological traditions of structural functionalism and

social psychology which promote notions of social unity, and

assume the existence of shared normative systems.

Within the context of structural functionalism, social

control is a term which;

... denotes the fact that a person is
conditioned and limited in his [sic]
actions by the groups,-community, and
society of which he is a member, and
that this limitation and conditioning of
action performs functions, latent or

manifest, for the groups, community and
society, and in so far as the person
shares the goals and norms of �he social
units, for the person himself.

Individuals who accept this meaning of social control

promote the notion that the social domination of individuals

is intentional and necessary for the creation, re-creation

and/or maintenance of social order. Consequently, social

practices which deviate from the normative system which

appears dominant are considered abnormal and as such,
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disruptive of the overall stability of the social system.

In addition, these researchers tend to adopt the

positivistic position that a linear relationship exists

between mechanisms of social control and social practices,

such that the introduction and implementation of effective

and appropriate mechanisms of social control will ultimately

produce a reduction and/or elimination of particular social

problems. Whether specific mechanisms of social control are

designed to correct structural or individual components

within the social structure depends upon whether this

general theme of social control is adapted for use within a

structural-functional, or social-psychological perspective,

respectively. However, due to the presumed existence of a

dominant and necessary normative system, none of these

authors regard the overall organization of the social

structure as problematic.

In so far as the practice of prostitution has been

regarded as a social problem in society, variations on this

general theme of social control have provided a rationale

for proposing and introducing legal reforms which are either

prohibitory, or regulatory, in overall orientation. Those

individuals who support the implementation of regulatory

reforms, such as decriminalization or legalization, tend to

adopt a structural-functional position. According to this

position, the practice of prostitution is a necessary social

evil that must be tolerated, but controlled, in order to

reduce its most undesirable characteristics and maintain



social equilibrium.8
Alternatively, individuals who support the

implementation of prohibitory measures tend to address the

problem from a social-psychological position. Within this

frame of reference, prostitution is regarded as a form of

individual deviance which need not be tolerated and, as

such, should be subject to criminal sanction. Because

prostitution is perceived to be a consequence of individual

deviance, long-term solutions to the problem usually call

for some form of punitive and/or rehabilitative measure

aimed at correcting the principle participants.9
Although each of these approaches suggests different

responses to the problem of prostitution, neither approach

identifies the organization of the practice, or the

organization of the social structure, as problematic. One

explanation for this oversight is the general failure to

entertain an alternative conceptualization of social

control.

Within the parameters of critical sociology, emphasis

is placed on differential patterns of societal values,

interests and powers, and social control is defined as a

term which;

... denotes the fact that in all social
interaction, in so far as the person
limits or conditions the actions of
others or has his [sic] actions limited
and conditioned by others, by social
groups, communities, or societies of
which he mayor may not be a member, the
mechanisms by which this limiting and

5



6

conditioning occur are themselves social
in character. The mechanisms are social
in that they themselves in one way or

another involve the actions of others:
the use of sanctions, the process of
socialization, internalization, the

deli�orate manipulation of symbols,
etc.

Researchers who accept this meaning of social control reject

the basic ontological assumption of social unity and shared

normative systems, and propose instead that a dynamic of

conflict and struggle between individuals and social

groupings is an integral and normal component of social

formations.

Given this alternate ontology, the normality of

conflict is emphasized and analysis is oriented toward

explaining the acquisition and use of power within the

social structure. Accordingly, social problems are not

perceived as identifiable social facts which can be

corrected through the implementation of appropriate and

effective mec�anisms of social control. Rather, social

problems are perceived to be a dynamic outcome of

structural, and individual practices and relationships

within a social formation. In other words, social

structures are presumed to be structures of domination and

subordination which reflect partisan interests and enable

certain members to exercise control over other members.

At the present time, this meaning of social control

does not dominate within the Sociology of Prostitution, or

within the field of studies concerned with prostitution
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generally. However, proposals to implement an array of

social reforms in conjunction with legal reforms might be

considered indicative of the gradual inflection of this

alternate conceptualization into the field. Practical

indicators of this movement include demands for measures to

counteract double standards of sexuality, measures aimed at

improving the socio-economic conditions of persons who

become prostitutes, and measures to counteract the present

conditions of prostit�tion.ll
Yet while this alternative conceptualization of social

control encourages the analysis of the relationship between

the social structure and the practice of prostitution, much

about the organization of the practice itself remains

unexplored. It is the persistence of this gap within the

Sociology of Prostitution, and the potential for filling

part of this gap with an empirical description of the

organization of street prostitution in the Canadian prairie

region, that provides a basis for this study.

The first problem that arises when attempting to

construct this empirical description is the derivation of an

adequate definition of prostitution. Although a great deal

of controversy surrounds the actual content of activities

which are to be subsumed under the term, as well as the

legal and moral status of these activities, most authors

th t
"""

"1 t t
12

concur a prostltutlon lS an economlC re a lone For the

purpose of this study, prostitution will be defined as a

term which refers to the exchange of intimate personal
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.

t t
13

serVlces for monetary compensa lone Given this

definition, it is apparent that whatever else prostitution

may be considered to be, i.e. an immoral act, an act of

sexual deviance, a victimless crime, etc., it is, at base,

an economic relation.

Despite general concurrence with this definition, and

the emergent view that the persistence of prostitution

exemplifies the economic and sexual exploitation of women in

contemporary societies, researchers have tended to overlook

the possibility of a relationship between the exploitation

of prostitutes, and the economic organization of the

practice. One of the reasons for this void appears to be a

general acceptance of the popular notion that prostitution

is organized as independent commodity production.14 This

research questions this basic premise by examining the

economic organization of street prostitution in the Canadian

prairie region in light of the social practices and social

relations that take place within the practice.

A fruitful theoretical and methodological system of

thought for examining economic organization as the outcome

of historically located social practices and social

relations is Marx's economic theory. In the introduction to

the Grundrisse, Marx summarizes the substance of this

approach by stating that�

The conclusion we reach is not that
production, distribution, exchange and

consumption are identical, but that they
all form the members of a totality,
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distinctions within a unity. Production
predominates not only over itself, in
the antithetical definition of

production, but over the other moments
as well. The process always returns to

production to begin anew. That exchange
and consumption cannot be predominant is
self-evident. Likewise, distribution as

distribution of products; while as

distribution of the agents of production
it is itself a moment of production. A
definite production thus determines a
definite consumption, distribution and
exchange as well as definite relY5ionsbetween these different moments ..

The explication of this conclusion clearly indicates that

Marx identifies the regulation of the producers' working

activity in production as determinant of the nature and

consequences of the economic organization of a particular

practice. This proposition forms the basis of the following

thesis.

In light of this basic proposition, it is argued that

the exploitative aspects of prostitution originate in the

structures of domination and subordination that regulate the

working activity of prostitutes.

1.2 Sources of Data

The data for this study have been obtained from a 1984

study of street prostitution in Alberta, Saskatchewan and

Manitoba. As a component of the broader-based Fraser

Commission on Prostitution and Pornography, the original

study was funded by the Research Division of the Department

of Justice of Canada. The stated aim of the research was to

collect factual information about the practice of street
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prostitution in Canada's prairie region in order to

facilitate the reform of prostitution law;.16
A total of thirty-two completed interviews were

conducted with female respondents who were working, or had

recently worked, as street prostitutes in Alberta,

Saskatchewan or Manitoba. Respondents were contacted using

a version of snowball sampling. This sampling process

required interviewers to identify, and successfully

interview at least one qualified respondent in each

location. The channels for accomplishing this objective

were varied and diverse, ranging from obtaining an initial

contact through the personnel of service organizations that

had on-going interaction with prostitutes and

ex-prostitutes, to establishing contacts in public locations

which prostitutes were known to frequent when not working.17
Subsequent interviews were obtained by asking each

respondent to refer the interviewer to other persons who had

worked, or were working as street prostitutes.

Since a complete census of the number of street

prostitutes working in the region surveyed is not available,

it is impossible to assess how representative these

respondents were of the entire population. This factor

prohibits any potential for generalizing conclusions drawn

from the data, but does not preclude the utility of these

data for conducting an exploratory study of the economic

organization of street prostitution in this region, based on

the working experiences of the thirty-two respondents
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surveyed.

An additional forty-six completed interviews were

conducted with police officers directly responsible for

enforcing prostitution laws in Calgary, Saskatoon and

Winnipeg. Since efforts were made to interview all police

officers directly involved with the legal regulation of

street prostitution in the respective locations, these

respondents may be considered representative of police

knowledge about street prostitution in the cities surveyed.

These interview data will be used to supplement the

information obtained from the thirty-two respondents who had

worked, or were working as street prostitutes, at the time

that the survey was conducted .

. The term I secondary data I refers to "data coll ected by

another researcher for some purpose other than the topic in

the current study.1I18 Since a description of the economic

organization of street prostitution was not a focus of the

original research, the interview data for this study must be

regarded as a secondary data source. Hence certain inherent

limitations of secondary data must be addressed in order to

minimize the impact of these limitations on this particular

study.

The most obvious problem that secondary data pose for

the researcher involves the questirin of validity. For the

purpose of this study, two particular problems relating to

the question of validity must be addressed.

Firstly, there is the problem of data having been
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collected from a theoretical perspective which is

inappropriate for the objectives of the secondary analysis.

To avoid making inaccurate or false conclusions about the

data� the researcher must utilize a reasoned theoretical

basis for the selection of appropriate indicators, in

conjunction with the application of sound methodological

principles. For example, Marx's theory of alienation

directs attention toward very specific types of social

practices and social relations which serve as appropriate

indicators for drawing conclusions about economic

organization. This theoretical system of thought, used in

combination with the basic principles of ethnographic

enquiry, will provide a basis for constructing a model of

the economic organization of street prostitution which is

sensitive to the patterns of domination and subordination

that contribute to the exploitation of street prostitutes

within the practice of street prostitution.19
A second, and related aspect of the validity question

is the problem of missing data. In the research at hand,

three strategies will be employed to minimize the

limitations of this problem. Firstly, access to the data in

their original form will enable the identification of

relevant variables and concepts which may have been

overlooked in previous analyses due to the application of an

alternate theoretical perspective. Secondly, information

from both prostitutes and police respondents, combined with

documented observations by the original researchers, will be
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used to supplement and corroborate the factual information

drawn from the respective sources. Finally, where the

problem of missing data cannot be resolved, results and

conclusions will be drawn and reported in light of this

empirical inadequacy.

With this brief introduction into the nature and scope

of the study, and the nature and limitations of the data

source, attention will be turned to a review of the

literature.
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2. REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

2.1 Introduction

A common problem which is encountered when attempting

to review relevant literature in any area is the amount and

array of material which has been written on the subject.

Within the Sociology of Prostitution this problem has been

compounded by the proliferation of moralistic and

ideological commentaries which are variously presented, and

interpreted, as scientific evaluations of the subject

matter.

Although many authors do not make their underlying

objectives explicit, much of the literature within the

Sociology of Prostitution can be classified as reflecting a

prescriptive, or analytical orientation, respectively.

Generally speaking, prescriptive accounts ascribe to the

view that prostitution is a form of the social or individual

pathology of prostitutes. Consequently, the overall

objective of this body of literature i s to explain the

pathology of prostitutes.
1

On the other hand, analytical

accounts are concerned with the social nature, organization

and consequences of prostitution in order to resolve a

specific problematic about the practice. Since the primary

objective of this study is analytical, literature which is

overtly prescriptive has been excluded from the realm of

relevant literature.

Within the body of literature that might be considered

relevant to this study, prostitution is typically depicted
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as a practice which is exploitative and, to varying degrees,

undesirable. Given this presumption, specific efforts to

explain the exploitative aspects of prostitution tend to be

constructed in terms of economic inequalities, sexual

inequalities, or some combination of the two. Yet, despite

the presence of these common themes in the literature, very

little effort has been made to examine how prostitution is

exploitative, and more importantly, how certain patterns of

exploitation are related to the economic organization of the

practice. In fact, most authors tend to ignore the economic

organization of the practice entirely, or assume that the

practice is organized as independent commodity production,

without dete�mining if the empirical evidence about

prostitution warrants the assumption.

One reason for this gap in the literature appears to be

the pervasive assumption that a causal explanation for the

existence of the practice entails an explanation of the

exploitation that results from the practice. Given this

assumption, economics within the Sociology of Prostitution

tends to be a concept that refers to the use of notions of

economic supply, demand and profit in order to identify a

cause for the existence of prostitution. What is left

unexamined is the relationship between the economic

organization of the practice and the exploitation of

prostitutes. Due to this state of affairs within the field,

literature will be reviewed in terms of the appropriation

and application of economic concepts within the Sociology of
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Prostitution, and the work of individual authors will be

used to exemplify how these concepts have shaped the

sociological understanding of prostitution as an economic

practice. The elements of this organizational scheme are;

1) supply,

2) demand and

3) profit.

2.2 Supply

In the words of economist Paul Samuelson;

... economics deals with scarcity, prices
and resource allocation ... [by studying]
how men [sic] and society choose, with
or without the use of money, to employ
scarce productive resources, which could
have alternative uses, to produce
various commodities over time and
distribute them for consumption, now and
in �he f�ture, among various people in
soclety.

According to this definition of economics, the concept of

economic supply can be understood to refer to the volume or

quantity of a specific commodity which is made available for.

purchase or sale at any given point in time.3 Within the

Sociology of Prostitution in particular, the concept of

economic supply has been interpreted to mean the number of

prostitutes that are available to offer intimate services in

exchange for monetary compensation at any given point in

time. ACcordingly, it is commonly deduced that a supply of

prostitutes is a necessary condition for the existence and

persistence of prostitution as an economic practice within

society.
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Adherence to this basic notion of supply has produced. a

substantial body of research which is oriented towards

identifying which social and/or individual factors cause

certain persons to exchange intimate services for money,

while others do not. As previously implied, the basic

supposition that guides this avenue of inquiry is the view

that the resolution of this question will provide, or at

least contribute to, the realization of a causal explanation

for the existence and persistence of prostitution as an

economic practice within societies.

Generally speaking, debate between authors arises as a

consequence of an on-going polemic regarding appropriate

conceptualizations of social control concepts ..

Alternatively, agreement between authors appears to be the

result of a coalescing of different levels of analysis. For

example, all authors tend to concur that the supply of

pFostitutes at any given point in time is dependent upon a

combination of social-structural and social-psychological

factors. However, the priority that is accorded to the

explanatory power of specific factors, and the construction

of models which purport to explain relationships between

factors, is largely dependent upon the theoretical

conceptualization of social control concepts that is

operative within a particular piece.

A classic, and influential illustration of a

functionalist approach to the supply problematic has been

provided by Kingsley Davis.4 According to Davis,
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prostitution is one of several institutionalized means for

the satisfaction of sexual relations, and as such, is

functionally bound to the operation of other social

institutions that involve sexual relations. In addition to

performing a functional role within societies, Davis asserts

that prostitution is both economic, and economical. In the

first sense, it is an economic practice because the

definition of prostitution dictates that an economic

exchange takes place. In the second sense, however, it is

an economical practice because one of the soc�al

consequences of prostitution is to enable "a small number of

women to take care of the needs of a large number of men

[thereby providing aJ convenient sexual outlet for armies

and the legion of strangers, perverts and physically

repulsive in �ur midst."S By positing that prostitution is

both a functional, and economical institution within social

systems, Davis provides a justification for the existence

and persistence of the practice, and a rationalization for

spatial and temporal fluctuations in the intensity of the

practice.

The proposition that the practice of prostitution is a

universal social fact within social systems allows Davis to

attribute the supply of individual prostitutes at any given

point .in time and location, to the combined effect of tile

normative, economic and sex structure which predominates.

Within this tripartite model, economic stratification and

the sexual division of labour are viewed to be relatively
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static, objective characteristics of the social system,

while adherence to the dominant normative structure is said

to fluctuate over time, and between individuals. Noting

that physical attractiveness is randomly distributed across

class, Davis reasons that the combined effect of these

social and individual factors provides a basic motivation

for IIwomen of lower economic means to exploit their

attractiveness for economic gain.1I6 In fact, Davis suggests

that this basic motivation is so powerful that lithe

interesting question is not why so many women become

prostitutes, but why so few of them do.lIl
In response to this rendition of the supply question

Davis invokes a view of social order and social control

which is typically Parsonian.8 This strategy allows Davis

to assert the unsubstantiated claim that the economic return

for prostitutes is not a "reward for labour, skill or

capital, but a reward for loss of social standing", and

thereby promote the notion that it is the normative

structure which serves to regulate the supply of

prostitutes.9
By maki�g this conclusion explicit, Davis suppresses

any apparent need to examine the objective economic

organization of the practice. The overall effect is to

trivia1ize the significance of the economic organization of

the practice as a factor in explaining the exploitative

aspects of prostitution, and to relocate sociological

interest in the practice within a general framework which



23

emphasizes a need for social domination and social

stratification in order to ensure that social order is

maintained. In addition, Davis' work has tended to

de-emphasize the need to develop a structural analysis of

the exploitation of prostitutes and to foster the

development of a Sociology of Prostitution that is

"�oncerned with the experience of the prostitute and with

the meaning of the activity for those who engage in it, as

well as with the social institutions, forces, and supports

that influence the life and choices (and lack of choices) of

the prostitute.1I10 In effect, the analysis of the

characteristics of individual prostitutes in terms of a

provisional dichotomy between prostitution and conventional

behaviour has tended to supersede the analysis of the

structural organization of the practice in general, and of
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Although Davis' work has been influential within the

Sociology of Prostitution, it is seriously flawed in at

least two respects. Firstly, Davis makes no attempt to

subject his theoretical propositions to empirical test.

Consequently, the statements that Davis presents as

scientific conclusions are, at best, theoretical

speculations. Secondly, Davis' theoretical frame of

reference is functionalist and as such, can, and has been,

extensively criticized in the literature.12

One of the more salient criticisms of functionalism is

the tendency to explain the cause of a particular social
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phenomenon in terms of its effects on some other

phenomena.13 In other words, functionalist explanations may

be criticized for being teleological. Since Davis argues

that the nature and organization of prostitution is a

function of the consequences of the practice, the

explanatory power of his argument is in question due to its

teleological form.

For the most part, ardent critics of Davis' account

reject normative conceptualizations of social control, in

favour of a conflict version of the concept. For the

majority of these authors, power, and the means by which

individuals and social groupings acquire and use power

within social interaction provides a basic foundation from

which to address and analyze the exploitation that

prostitution is presumed to reflect.

Because a specific emphasis is placed upon the

acquisition and use of power within social interaction, the

practice of prostitution is viewed as an extreme form of

exploitation, rather than an undesirable, but functional

instance of the exploitation of isolated individuals.

Accordingly, efforts to account for the supply of

prostitutes at any given point in time and location are

constructed primarily in terms of those social structures

which are said to perpetuate relations of domination and

subordination between the sexes. Depending upon a

particular author's view of the nature of the relationship

between sex and class, the exploitation that prostitution is
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deemed to reflect is said to originate in the prevailing

economic structure, sex structure, or some combination of

the two.14 Overall, the general implication of this body of

literature is that the dominant normative structure is both

an outcome of, and support for, the prevailing economic and

sex structure. Consequently, these authors retain the basic

components of Davis' functional model, but offer an

alternative explanation for the nature of the relationships

between structures.

For those who identify the economic structure as

determinant, the objective organization of capitalist social

relations of production is said to give rise to the sexual

division of labour which supports, and is supported by

dominant ideologies about the role of women in society.

According to Jennifer James, early versions of this economic

approach stereotyped the prosti"tute as a pathetic and/or

irrational victim of capitalism.15 Subsequently,

prostitutes have been variously depicted as individuals in

desperate economic need due to their prior marginalization

from the main economy, or alternatively, as individuals

suffering from a neurotic materialism that is rooted in the

consumer ideology which capitalism is said to promote.

Although empirical evidence appears to support a correlation

between the anticipation of economic return and the decision

to become a prostitute,16 the bulk of the evidence does not

support the proposition that these individuals are in

desperate economic need,17 or that these individuals
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exhibit an irrational desire to acquire material

. 18
possesslons.

In opposition to these popular stereotypes of the

prostitute, Goode has argued that extreme views of the

prostitute must be qualified in light of certain social

factors which influence and determine what researchers know

about prostitutes� According to Goode;

It is no doubt true that prostitutes are

more likely to be recruited from the

poorer segments of society, but this has
to be qualified. There are many women

who are not, and never were, poor, and
who become prostitutes. The
'blue-collar' street prostitute is far
more visible than is the middle-class,
college-educated call girl. The former's
visibility makes it easier for her to be
both arrested and studied. So it is easy
to underestimate the number of women who
come from a middle-class background (who
are more likely to end up being
semi-visible call girls and to exaggerate
the number of women who come from

working-class backgrounds (who are more

likely to end up working 0�9the street,
and to be highly visible).

Independent investigations carried out by Greenwald and

James also indicate that the notion of desperate economic

need is a somewhat distorted view of the actual economic

circumstances of individuals who become prostitutes. While

both researchers report that the prostitutes studied

identified the potential for economic return as an important

factor in their decision to become a prostitute, most

prostitutes studied did not describe their prior economic

circumstances as desperate.20
The proposition that prostitutes suffer from a neurotic
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materialism and rationalize their behaviour by exaggerating

the �alues of financial success, or claiming an unselfish

desire to support dependents, is equally suspect.2l As

stated previously, evidence obtained from prostitutes

indicates that a relationship exists between an individual IS

desire for money and material goods, and that individual IS

decision to become a prostitute. However, the importance of

this correlation must not be taken out of context. For

and behaviours are seldom considered either remarkable, or

example, it is interesting to note that these same values

irrational when associated with forms of work that are

socially accepted.

Instead of viewing the prostitute as an irrational and

pathetic victim of the economy, Eileen McLeod has argued

that the prostitute is a very rational individual, making a

rational economic decision within the context of the sexual

division of labour that capitalism produces. In Women

Working: Prostitution Now, McLeod states that;

One of the most significant aspects of
contemporary heterosexual prostitution
is that as prostitutes, women are

grappling with their disadvantaged
social position in the context of a

capitalist society. Recruitment to the
ranks of prostitute is not appropriately
characterized as only concerning a small
group of highly deviant women. It is
secured by womenls relative poverty
still being such that for large numbe2�
sex is their most saleable commodity.

Judith Walkowitzls historical analysis of prostitution in

mid-Victorian Britain provides further support for the
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proposition that the sexual ineq�alities produced by

capitalism serve to ensure that certain women become

prostitutes in order to maintain, or improve their economic

existence.23 Although McLeod and Walkowitz have drawn their

conclusions from the experiences of prostitutes in Britain,

Canadian and American research nas produced corroborating

evidence. For example, Rotenberg's analysis of prostitution

in Ontario at the turn of the century has led her to

conclude that;

The marginal position occupied by the
majority of women in Ontario's labour
force at the turn of the century is a

crucial factor in explaining why some

women worked as prostitutes. Because of
this economic reality, the labour power
required to maintain prostitution as a

social ins�atution was always
available.

Lowman and James have arrived at similar conclusions on the

basis of 'data obtained from present day prostitutes working

in Canada and the United States, respectively.25
On the other hand, other researchers have argued that

the economic marginalization of women under capitalism is

merely a symptom of women's general subordination to men.

Consequently, the supply of labour power for maintaining

prostitution is said to result from certain sex-based

economic inequalities which are reproduced by means of the

perpetuation of a pervasive ideology about males and females

in society. Rosenblum has argued th�t traditional female

sex-roles serve to create and maintain an image of females

as service providers in both domestic and work-place
t" ...., • ,'\
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t" ...., " ,'\

t" ...., .. ,'\
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environments. Since the prostitute provides sexual services

in return for monetary compensation, it·is postulated that

prostitution is congruent with traditional female sex-roles,

and that certain women become prostitutes because it is

socially viable for them to do so in order to ensure their

. .
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proposition has been drawn from reports that a majority of

individuals who were employed prior to becoming prostitutes

were employed in low-paying, low-status, low-skilled ser�ice

occupations.27
Whether individual authors conclude that the sex

structure is determinant of the sexual division of labour

under capitalism, or that the sex structure operates in

conjunction with the economic structure, the overall

implication of this body of literature is that economic

circumstances alone do not explain the supply of prostitutes

at any given point in time. Although debate over the causes

of sexual inequality under capitalism remains unresolved,

this general body of literature has contributed

significantly to the sociological understanding of

prostitution. At the very least, efforts to explain the

supply of prostitutes in terms of certain structural

inequalities has introduced a critical orientation into the

discipline. In doing so, a basis has been established for

removing the sociological analysis of prostitution from the

fringes of criminological and social deviance research, and

locating the problematic within the mainstream of social
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theory and social research. Furthermore, the critical focus

on the relationship between the acquisition and use of power

in order to explain the exploitative aspects of prostitution

has encouraged researchers to challenge dominant ideologies
about prostitutes, and prostitution.

Yet, these researchers continue to share the

functionalist assumption that an adequate causal explanation
for the origin of prostitution can be developed, and that

this explanation will naturally include an appropr"iate

account of the exploitative aspects of prostitution. Before

addressing certain problems with this basic presumption

however, it would be prudent to examine a complementary

theme about the causes of prostitution which have developed
around the general concept of economic demand.

2.3 Demand

As stated above, researchers within the Sociology of

Prostitution concede that a supply of prostitutes is a

necessary condition for the reproduction of the practice of

prostitution. However, researchers are also sensitive to

the fact that a supply of prostitutes is an insufficient

condition for the reproduction of prostitution, if a demand

for the services of prostitutes is non-existent. Given this

exercise in deductive logic, the analysis of supply can

provide at best, a partial explanation for the reproduction

of the practice. To correct this deficiency within the

discipline, efforts have been made to investigate certain

social and individual factors which have a bearing on
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creating and maintaining a demand for the services of

prostitutes.

In the spirit of Samue1son's definition of economics,

the concept of economic demand refers to the desire to

possess a commodity, combined with the ability to purchase

it.28 ·Within the Sociology of Prostitution, the concept of

economic demand has been used to refer to those social and

individual factors that create a desire for certain persons

to purchase the services of a prostitute, as well as those

social and individual factors that enable these persons to

realize their desires.

Responses to this dual problematic range from an

unqualified acceptance of the demand for prostitution as a

natural consequence of the human social condition, to

vehement attacks against the economic and sex-based

inequalities that prostitution, and traditional evaluations

of the practice, are said to epitomize. Although analysis

of this dimension of prostitution is gaining momentum within

the field, current debate tends to remain at the level of

theoretical discourse due to a conspicuous absence of

data.29
Once again, the work of Kingsley Davis provides a

succinct illustration of the functionalist response to this

problematic. Earlier it was pointed out that Davis has

conceptualized the practice of prostitution as one of

several institutionalized means for satisfying sexual

relations in society. Within the parameters of this
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co�ceptual scheme it is assumed that prostitution is

functionally bound to the operation of these other

institutionalized practices. By arguing that the existing

system of social and economic stratification produces a

sexual division of labour which will ensure that there will

always be a supply of persons willing to become prostitutes,

the degree to which the services of prostitutes are in

demand at any given point in time is said to be dependent

upon the effective operation of institutions related to

prostitution. Because Davis does not view economic and sex

stratification within societies as problematic, he considers

it futile to attempt to explain why certain individuals are

in a position to purchase these services. For Davis, the

answers are all too obvious;

The demand for the prostitute's services
arises out of the strictly limited
liability of the relationship.
Regardless of the situation giving rise
to the customer�s erotic desire, he can

obtain satisfaction if he has the money,
with no further obligations. He does
not become enmeshed in 'courtship',
'friendship', or 'marriage'. Every male
finds himself at one time or another in
circumstances where release through more

reputable channels is impossible.
Furthermore the division of labour by
sex inevitably makes women dependent to
some extent on their sexual
attractiveness and puts men in control
of economic means .... For these reasons
the demand for prostitution is broadly
based and inextinguishable .... It is
economically and politically foolish to

punish a large number of a society's
productive and otherwise orderly
members. To throw good citizens into
jail for a vice that injures no one,
would cause more social disruption than
correcting the alleged crime would be
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worth.30

The existence of economic and sex-based inequalities,

and the view that these inequalities are inevitable, has

prompted critics to argue that the demand for the services

of prostitutes arises as a consequence of a pervasive

ideology regarding male sexual needs which IIsupports and is

supported by the structures of male dominance, male

privilege and monogamy.1I3l Like efforts to explain the

supply of prostitutes, the suggestion that patriarchal

social relations and/or capitalist social relations of

production give rise to, and maintain a demand for the

practice of prostitution, has tended to submerge the

prostitution problematic into a broader analysis of the

structures which determine how relations between the sexes

are organized.32 Instead of furthering the sociological

analysis of prostitution per se, there has been a general

tendency to cite the existence of prostitution as an extreme

example of the economic and sexual exploitation of women

under capitalism.33
One reason for this tendency appears to be an

overwhelming acceptance of the general presumption that

prostitution is exploitative because the commodification of

intimate relations is inherently wrong. Consequently, the

development of the Sociology of Prostitution to date has

relied on an a priori assumption about what ought to be,

rather than what is. As stated by Lori Rotenberg;
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The heavy emphasis on the 'sinful'
nature of the prostitute's sexual
activity has obscured her role as a

worker. But the prostitute is indeed a

worker, a service worker who provides
her body for use in the sexual act in
return for a fee from her clients. In

selling her labour power in a capitalist
society she is subject to considerable
exploitation and alijijation, as are

. other women workers.

Unfortunately, Rotenberg does not attempt to demonstrate how

the prostitute's role as a worker is related to the

exploitation of the �rostitute. Instead, Rotenberg merely

states that the prostitute is an exploited worker, and

proceeds to argue that the existence of prostitution

exemplifies the economic and sexual exploitation of women

because the practice of prostitution is inherently wrong.

Like a majority of researchers within the Sociology of

ProstitutiQn, Rotenberg produces an acco�nt of the

exploitation of prostitutes that relies on a pejorative

evaluation about the content of the work that prostitutes

perform. In light of this basic ideological position, the

structural and analytical characteristics of the concept of

exploitation are replaced by a use of the concept of

exploitation that is linked to the type of work that

prostitutes perform.35
However, for researchers within the Sociology of

Prostitution, the fact of the matter is that prostitution

exists, and that its existence appears to be one of several

means by which intimate relations between, and among sexes,
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are realized. What differentiates the practice of

prostitution from these other means is that within

prostitution, intimacy has been transformed into a

commodity. As such, the basic social relation of

prostitution appears to be a relation of sale and purchase

in which the prostitute is a producer of commodities, and

the client is a consumer of commodities. Since the

potential for realizing a profit from the exchange of

commodities provides a general motivation for engaging in

relations of sale and purchase, it may be deduced that one

of the primary reasons for engaging in prostitution is the

potential to realize profit. Viewed in this manner, the

interesting question about prostitution is not why it exists

per �, but how the realization and distribution of the

profits of prostitution is related to the exploitation of

prostitutes as the producers of commodities. The work of

one author who has addressed the prostitution problematic

from this position will be explored in detail in the

following section.

2.4 Profit

Prima facie, Lucie Cheng Hirata does not ascribe to the

a priori assumption that prostitution is inherently

exploitative due to the particular use-value of the

commodity that is produced and consumed. In fact, Hirata

explicitly states that it is her objective to explore the

exploitative aspects of Chinese prostitution in nineteenth

century America in terms of the historical location of the
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practice, and the cash nexus by which prostitution is

defined;

This paper will examine the social
history of Chinese prostitution within
the context of conditions in nineteenth
century China and the economic
development of California. It will
focus on Chinese prostitution as an

economic institution and on the Chinese
prostitute as a particular class of
labour, earning direct or indirect
profits for a complex web of
individuals. Furthermore, it will seek
to explicate the double oppression by
race and sex and the lethal exploitation
of Chinese prostitutes both as part of
the working class in America and as

sacrificial victims for the mainte�gnceof patriarchy in semi feudal China.

The result is an exemplary description of how the specific

exploitation of Chinese prostitutes was secured in the

economic organization of the practice, and served to support

and further the economic interests of individual

entrepreneurs, as well as the broader interests of capital

during this period;

In societies undergoing rapid
industrialization, prostitution serves a

double economic function. It helps to
maintain the labour force of single
young men, which is in the interest of
the capitalists who would other wise
have to pay higher wages to labourers
with families to support. In addition,
prostitution enables entrepreneurs to
extract large profits from the work of
women under their control and thus
accumulate considerable capital for
other investments. Further, in
multiracial areas, prostitutes of

minority or colonized groups can also
provide cheap labour themselves.
Chinese prostitutes in the nineteenth
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century American west performed all
three functions as free agents a�9 as

enslaved and indentured workers.

Although it is obvious that the circumstances of Chinese

prostitutes in nineteenth-century America is not directly

applicable to the circumstances of contemporary street

prostitutes on the Canadian prairie, Hirata's analytical

approach to the problematic is especially noteworthy for the

study at hand.

Most importantly, Hirata's frame of reference for

examining the exploitative aspects of this particular

instance of prostitution is Marxist. As such, it is

grounded in a recognized school of sociological thought that

provides a basis for constructing a structural analYsis of

the problem of exploitation that avoids the need to rely on

a priori assumptions about the content of the social

relation that is being analyzed. Furthermore, Marxist

sociology is a school of sociological thought that focuses

on the analysis of the relationship between exploitation and

the organization of economic relations. Since prostitution

is an economic practice by definition, this particular frame

of reference provides a useful means for exploring the

exploitation of prostitutes.

Given the Marxist frame of reference, exploitation is a

concept that refers to the consequences of the appropriation

of labour. Moreover, since the form in which labour is

appropriated is a social relation that is historically



38

specific, the form of exploitation that results from the

appropriation of labour is also historically specific. For

example, in the appendix to Vol. I of Capital, Marx states

that capitalism dissolves exploitation

... into a relationship of sale and

purchase, a purely financial
relationship. In consequence the

process of exploitation is stripped of

every patriarchal, political or even

religious cloak .... If [this new relation
of] supremacy and subordination comes to
take the place of slavery, serfdom,
vassallage and other patriarchal forms
of subjection, the change is purely one

of form. The form becomes freer,
because it is objective in nature,

volunt�rY3�n appearance, purely
economlC.

In essence, ·Marx argues that the wage-labour relation is the

form of exploitation that exists under capitalism.

In Hirata's analysis of Chinese prostitution in

nineteenth century America, she states that "profit was

undoubtedly the major reason for the creation and

maintenance of the traffic in prostitution".39 More

specifically;

Two distinct periods of Chinese

prostitution in California corresponded
with two types of relations in profit
making: (a) the initial period of free

competition, during which the prostitute
was also the owner of her body service;
and (b) a period of organized trade,
during which the prostitute was a

semislave and other individuals sij6red
the benefits of her exploitation.

During the period of free competition, the prostitute was an

independent commodity producer, and the exploitation of the
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prostitute's labour power was accomplished by means of a

relationship of sale and purchase between a producer and a

consumer. Although the practice of prostitution may have

functioned in the general interest of capital, the

regulation of the working activity of individual prostitutes

was the outcome of the conditions of a competitive market in

commodities. In other words, the working activity of

individual prostitutes was subject to regulation by the

factors that determined how the commodities of prostituiion
were circulated, i.e. the demand for the products of

prostitution, the supply and allocation of the resources for

producing the products of prostitution, and in turn, the

price of the products of prostitution. Given this set of

social relations, the prostitute was a free agent who owned

and controlled her labour power and participated in the

exploitation of her labour·power by engaging in a value

relation with a particular client.

However, the fact that a "considerable sum of money

could be made in the business ... attracted Chinese

entrepreneurs who organized various aspects of the

business," and the period of free competition was replaced

by a period of organized trade.4l According to Hirata, the

demise of the period of free competition, and the emergence

of a system of organized trade in prostitution created the

circumstances by which a prostitute could be "ruthlessly

exploited by others who owned her sexuality and/or

appropriated her earnings.,,42 The means by which
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entrepreneurs acquired and maintained control over

prostitutes during this period has been vividly described by

Hirata;

Luring and kidnapping were the most

frequent methods of procurement .... The
baits used included promises of gold,
marriage, jobs, or education. Sometimes
the victims were invited to see the big
American steamer anchored at the docks,
and while they were enjoying the tour,
the boat would sail off .... More often,
kidnapping was carried out by force .... A
number of women came to San Francisco
under a contractual arrangement .... The
contract involved body service for a

specified time, and if the prostitute
succeeded in fulfilling the terms of
service, she could, theoretically, get
out of the business. Families, rather
than women themselves, participated in
these transactions. Most Chinese women,
who could not read or write, could
easily be duped into affixing their

thumbprint to any document by the agent
or party ��o was the beneficiary of the
contract.

Once women were acquired for the business, an intricate

system of isolation, dependency and force ensured that

absolute control over these individuals was maintained.

Those few who did escape from the business did so at great

peril to their personal safety, or were purchased outright

by individuals who desired to possess the women as

concubines or wives. As such, during the period of

organized trade the prostitute was chattel, and the

relationship between the producer and the exploiter of her

labour was secured by means of a relation of direct

compulsion, rather than a relation of value.
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By establishing that the exploitation of Chinese

prostitutes in nineteenth century America was secured in the

economic organization of the practice, Hirata's work

provides a point of departure for examining the relationship
between exploitation, and contemporary instances of street

prostitution. Furthermore, Hirata's work demonstrates that

although prostitution is an economic practice that is

subject to the forces of a market in commodities, the

appropriation of the prostitute's labour power, may, or may

not be accomplished by means of a value relation.

Consequently, the exploitation of prostitutes may, or may

not be secured in a value relation. Given this observation,

it is reasonable to conclude that the relationship between

the practice of prostitution and the exploitation of

prostitutes is not explicable solely in terms of the

identification of the causes for the existence of the

practice. Rather", it is a relation that is historically

specific, and that emerges as a" consequence of the specific

relations of supremacy and subordination that serve to

regulate the working activity of prostitutes.

Moreover, since the concepts of supply and demand are

economic concepts that are limited to the study of why

people purchase certain commodities, how resources are

allocated and what determines the price of particular

commodities, their application to the question of the

relationship between the economic organization of

prostitution and the exploitation of prostitutes is limited.
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As such, the use of these concepts within the Sociology of

Prostitution serves to restrict the analysis of the

economics of prostitution to an analysis of the use-value of

the commodity that is produced, and the factors that effect

the circulation of the products of prostitution. Since

these concepts do not problematize the form and regulation

of the labour of the prostitute in a particular historical

conjuncture, they do not provide a means for explaining the

form of exploitation that prostitutes experience. In

effect, the application of these concepts within the

Sociology of Prostitution has served to create and maintain

the ahistorical and static assumption that prostitution is

reproduced as independent commodity production.

On the other hand, Marx's economic theory is a school

of economic and sociological thought that is sensitive to

the historical specificity of the relationship between

exploitation and economic organization, i.e.; to the

specific relations of subordination and domination that

serve to create, maintain and transform the organization and

consequences of a particular social and economic practice.

Within this school of thought, Marx's theory of alienation

provides a useful conceptual framework for identifying the

basic social relation that enables the appropriation and

exploitation of labour. Consequently, the following chapter

has been devoted to an explication of Marx's theory of

alienation, and a discussion of the significance of this

theory within the overall development of Marx's economic
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theory.

2.5 Summary

In the introduction to this chapter it was pointed out

that much of the literature within the Sociology of

Prostitution is overtly moralistic and ideological. On the

other hand, it was found that much of the literature that is

analytical in its general outlook, tends to ignore the

economic aspects of the practice entirely, or adopt the

unsubstantiated and ahistorical notion that prostitution is

independent commodity production. Consequently, the amount

of literature that actually deals with the economic

organization of the practice as a significant problematic is

severely limited. However, economic concepts like supply,

demand and profit �ave been used by certain authors to

develop causal explanations for the creation and maintenance

of prostitution. Therefore, the ·review of the literature

was developed in terms of the use of these concepts by

specific authors.

This particular organizational scheme proved to be a

useful device for identifying how the application of loosely

defined concepts like supply and demand has actually impeded

the sociological analysis of the economic organization of

prostitution, and has served to create and maintain

pejorative assumptions about the exploitative dimensions of

prostitution.

Alternatively, Hirata's analysis of one historical

instance of prostitution in terms of relations in profit
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making was identified as a useful account of the form of

labour and its regulation within a particular organization

of prostitution, as well as a fruitful avenue for examining

the exploitative dimensions of prostitution. Since Marx's

theory of alienation has been developed to achieve this type

of analysis, the next chapter has been devoted to an

explication and discussion of this particular theory.
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3. MARX'S THEORY OF ALIENATION

3.1 Introduction

One of the underlying assumptions of this study is that

economic organization is the historical outcome of the

social regulation of human working activity. Furthermore,

exploitation is a concept that is used to express a process

of subordination and domination that reveals how labour is

appropriated within a set of economic relationships.

Therefore, in order to understand the relationship between

the exploitation of street prostitutes, and the economic

organization of street prostitution in Canada's prairie

region, it is necessary to determine how the working

activity of street prostitutes is regulated in its social

form. One school of economic thought that focuses

specifically on the regulation of human working activity

from the viewpoint of its social form is Marx's economic

theory. Within this opus of theoretical thought about

economic practices in society� Marx's theory of alienation

provides a conceptual scheme for explaining how commodity

production serves to regulate and dominate human life by

analyzing the concept of alienated labour. It is for this

reason that this chapter will provide an explication of

Marx's theory of alienation.

Before undertaking this exposition, however, it will be

useful to digress briefly in order to examine two popular

views of Marx's theory of alienation. The first involves

the belief that Marx's theory of alienation can be used in
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isolation from his critique of the social relations of

production.l The second involves the,belief that Marx

rejected the insights of his theory of alienation in his

analysis of the form of exploitation that results from

capitalist economic organization.

3.2 Subjective Alienation

Since Marx wrote about alienation, and its relationship

to the structural arrangements of commodity production,

sociologists hav€ used the term to account for a wide range

of social maladies.2 Within the Sociology of Work, in

particular, certain theorists have reduced the meaning of

alienation to a psychological dimension of the personal

experiences of workers in modern industrial societies. One

effect of promoting this particular meaning of the term has

been to obscure the objective, and structural sources of

alienation that were central to Marx's development of his

theory of alienation. Robert Blauner's account of the

alienation of workers in Alienation and Freedom provides a

good illustration and summary of the tendency to reduce

alienation to a psychological characteristic of individuals,

within the Sociology of Work.3
In 1959 Melvin Seeman proposed that alienation should

be conceptualized as a multi-dimensional concept depicting a

variety of psychological �tates. The five states

encompassed by Seeman's typology of alienation were

powerlessness, meaninglessness, normlessness, isolation and

self-estrangement. Because each of these states was deemed
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to refer to an individual's self perception about and
. ,

satisfaction with, his or her control over different aspects

of the social environment, Seeman introduced the notion that

alienation could be measured by means of appropriate

attitudinal tests and scales.4 Since the publication of

Seeman's general typology of alienation, Blauner has adapted

this typology to the analysis of alienation within a variety

of modern-day work situations.

According to Blauner, alienation is to be IIviewed as a

quality of personal experience which results from specific

kinds of social arrangements.1I5 Within work environments in

particular;

Alienation is a general syndrome made up
of a number of different objective
conditions and subjective feeling-states
which emerge from certain relationships
between workers and the socio-technica1
settings of employment. Alienation
exists when workers are unable to
control their immediate work processes,
to develop a sense of purpose and
function which connects their jobs to
the overall organization of production,
to belong to integrated industrial
communities, and when they fail to
become involved in the activity of wor�
as a mode of personal self-expression.

The subjective feeling-states that Blauner identifies

are the powerlessness, meaninglessness, isolation and

self-estrangement that individuals experience as a result of

the "social conditions and consequences of the transition to

an industrial society.lIl Alternatively, the socio-technical

conditions that Blauner identifies as having an impact on the

alienation of workers include the technology, the division of
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labour, the organization of work and the economic structure

of i n d i vi d u ale n t e r p r i z e s . Be c au set her e i s va ria t ion i'nth e

socio-technical conditions of work between work environments,

Blauner postulates that there is variation in the degree and

type of alienation that workers experience within capitalist

society.

Given this conceptualization of alienation, it is clear

that Blauner does not ascribe to the view that alienation is

a homogeneous condition of workers in capitalist societies

due to the social relations of production of capitalism.

Instead of viewing alienation as a str�ctural condition of

capitalist relations of production, Blauner argues that the

conditions of work within an individual enterprize are a

primary determinant of the degree and type of alienation that

workers experience. Having isolated the concept of

alienation from Marx's critique of the social relations of

production of capitalism, Blauner suggests that alienation

can be reduced, or eliminated within capitalism by changing

the working conditions within particular enterprizes. In

fact, Blauner claims that t'he structural differentiation of

modern industrial societies has led to a situation where

"today, most social scientists would say that alienation is

not a consequence of capitalism per se but of employment in

the large-scale 'organizations and impersonal bureaucracies

that pervade all industrial societies.8

By defining alienation as a quality of personal

experience, and suggesting that the socio-technical
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conditions of production are the primary determinants of the

degree and type of alienation that is experienced by workers,

Blauner oblitertes much of the sociological meaning that Marx

had attributed to the concept. As Fredy Perlman has so

succinctly stated, despite what lI'most social scientists

would say,' in Marx's work alienation is related to the

structure of capitalist society, and not to the personal

experience of the worker.1I9 In fact, Marx's entire economic

theory has been constructed on the basis of a dynamic and

dialectical relationship between the historical development

of productive forces in society, and the historically located

social relations of production.'O As such, attempts to

appropriate Marx's theory of alienation without accepting his

overall critique of the social relations of production of a

determinant economy is a blatant misinterpretation of Marx's

theoretical insights.

Aside from reducing Marx's concept of alienation to a

subjective characteristic of individuals, efforts to isolate

Marx's theory of alienation from his economic theory have

served as a basis for suggesting that Marx rejected the

concept and theory of alienation in his analysis of the

exploitation that results as a consequence of capitalism.

Since Marx's theory of alienation has been selected to

provide an analytical framework for examining the

relationship between the exploitation of street prostitutes,

and the economic organization of street prostitution in this

study, the next section has been devoted to an evaluation of
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the relationship between Marx's theory of alienation, and his

labour theory of value.

3.3 Conceptual Continuity in Marx

Increased interest into the theoretical insights of Marx,

combined with wider access to a greater portion of Marx's

intellectual work has generated considerable debate among

academics over his development and long-term commitment to

the concept and theory of alienation. In short, this debate

has emerged between those individuals who posit a radical

disjuncture between a young, philosophical Marx, and a

mature, economic Marx, and those who identify a continuity of

conceptual development in Marx's 1ife-1ong·efforts to

understand and expose the social injustices of capitalist

economic organization.

Generally speaking, Marxist scholars concur that the

Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844 contain an

explicit and systematic account of the major dimensions of

Marx's theory of alienation. However, there is somewhat less

agreement regarding the utility of his theory of alienation

for explaining the concrete form of exploitation that emerges

as a consequence of a determinant form of economic

organization, such as commodity capitalism.

A staunch supporter of the existence of a conceptual

break in Marx's intellectual development is Daniel Bell.

According to Bell;

The historical Marx had, in effect,
repudiated the idea of alienation .... The

irony however, is that in moving from

'philosophy' to 'reality', from
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phenomenology to political economy, Marx
himself had moved from one kind of
abstraction to another. For in his
system, self-alienation becomes
transformed: man [sic] as 'generic man'
(i.e. Man writ large) becomes divided
into classes of men. The only social
reality is not Man, not the individual,
but economic classes. Individua�T and
their motives, count for nought.

Similarly, Robert Blauner has suggested that a definite

break can be identified in Marx's theoretical outlook. For

Blauner;

... it was the very young Marx (writing in
the early 1840's) who developed ideas
very much in the mood of other systems of
thought that have such great appeal to
the mentality of the 1950's and 1960's:
psychoanalysis, existentialism and Zen
Buddhism. And contrariwise, the work of
the mature Marx, which stressed economic
and political analysis has been less
compelling. to intellectuals of the
advanced WestT2n nations since the end of
World War II. .

Quite clearly, Bell and Blauner share the view that

Marx's ontological focus shifted from a philosphical concern

for the essence of humanity to a practical and scientific

concern for the human consequences of capitalist economic

organization. In other words, these particular individuals

claim that Marx's ontological assumptions shifted from those

of a philosopher to those of a scientist and economist. In

order to support this position, Bell and Blauner have argued

that Marx abandoned the concept and theory of alienation in

favour of the more scientific concepts that appear in his
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theories of commodity fetishism and his labour theory of

value.

While this particular interpretation of Marx has

achieved a degree of popularity within academic discourse,13
Istvan Meszaros suggests that this is a fundamental, and

perhaps conscious, misinterpretation of Marx's ideas. For

Meszaros;

The numerous versions of the "young Marx
ve r sus mat u reM a r x" (0 r the 0 the r way
round) have something in common. This
is: an effort to oppose political
economy to philosophy or philosophy to

political economy and use Marx as a

supporting authority in favour of such

pseudo-alternative. Broadly speaking
those who want to evade or reject the
vital--and by no means speculative-
philosophical problems of freedom and the

individual, side with the "mature

political economist" or "scientific"

Marx, whereas those who wish the

practical power of Marxism (which is

inseparable from its demystification of

capitalist economy) never exit4ed exalt
the "young philosopher Marx."

In order to defend his position, Meszaros systematically

demonstrates that the concept, and insights of the theory of

alienation consistently reappear in Marx's written work.15

Although Meszaros dismisses simplistic versions of the

disjuncture thesis, he does not attempt to discredit the

view that there is a definite process of maturation and

refinement of conceptual development and historical focus

throughout the course of Marx's intellectual career.16 To

argue otherwise would be to imply that Marx's intellectual

development was not only isolated from, but contradictory of
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his dialectical and materialist view of social development.

One author who has sought to demonstrate the

consistency of Marx's ontological outlook, in light of the

maturation and development of h�s epistemological focus, is

Isaac Rubin. In fact, Rubin's meticulous presentation of

the conceptual linkages between alienated labour, reified
-

labour and value in -Marx's theory of alienation, his theory

of commodity fetishism and his theory of value,

respectively, lends a solid basis of empirical support to

the view that Marx retained the basic insights of his theory

of alienation throughout his intellectual career.

In Essays on Marx's Theory of Value, one of Rubin's

primary motives is to refute the notion that Marx's

political economy can be replaced by a science of economics

that deals with problems of scarcity, resource allocation

and market price. In order to substantiate this position,

Rubin sets out to demonstrate that the Marxian problematic,

and the problematic that is addressed by mainstream

economics, deal with a substantively different subject

matter. The result is an authoritative account of the

differences between the disciplines, as well as a powerful

explication of the underlying ontology that unites Marx's

aggregate of theoretical thought.

According to Rubin, Marx's sociological theory, i.e.,

the theory of historical materialism, and his economic

theory, i.e., the theory of the capitalist economy, share a

common ontological point of departure that identifies human
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labour as the foundation of social development. Moreover,

Rubin argues that;

Marx's theory of historical materialism
and his economic theory revolve around
one and the same basic problem: the
relationship between prod�7tive forces
and productive relations.

At the same time, however, Rubin does not attempt to suggest

that the two theories are identical systems of thought.

Rather, it is Rubin's position that Marx's theory of

historical materialism can be usefully understood as a

general methodological approach to the analysis of the

contradictions between productive forces and productive

relations through which economic organization is expressed.

On the other hand, Marx's economic theory is a specific

methodological approach to the study of the contradictions

between the level of development of the productive forces of

commodity capitalism, and the "social form of the capitalist

process of production, i.e., the totality of production

relations which make up the economic structure of

capitalism.,,18 Within both systems of theoretical thought,

Rubin maintains that the productive forces of a determinant

economy are included as an assumption, while the social

relations of production provide the focal point of analysis.

Having argued that Marx's political economy is a theory of

the regulation of working activity, and not a theory of

resource allocation, scarcity and market price, per �,

Rubin proceeds to argue that the basic concepts of Marx's

political economy are expressions for a "series of
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production relations of increasingly complex types.1I19 To

comprehend the conceptual linkages that Rubin identifies

between Marx1s concepts of alienated labour, reification and

value, it is useful to reverse the order of Rubin1s

discussion of these concepts, and to begin with an

examination of Rubin1s treatment of Marx1s concept of value.

According to Rubin, lithe point of departure of the

labour theory of value is a determined social environment, a

society with a determined production structurell•20 The

determined production structure that Rubin refers to, and

that Marx uses as his point of departure for the labour

theory of value, is the production structure of the

departure, Marx developed and used the concept of value to

expose exchange relations in the circulation of commodities

commodity capitalist economy. Given this point of

as the material expression of the social form of social

relations of production among people in the commodity

capitalist economy. More precisely, Rubin argues that;

The theory of value analyzes the laws of

exchange, the laws of the equalization
of things on the market, only if these

laws are related to the laws of

production and distribution of labour in

the commodity economy .... The aim of this

theory is to discover the laws of

equilibrium of labour [allocation]
behind the regularity in the

equalization of things [in the process
of exchange] .... The subject matter of
the theory of value is the
interrelations of various forms of
labour in the process of their

distribution, which is established

through the relation of exchange 2�ong
things, i.e., products of labour.
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For Rubin, Marx's application of the labour theory of

value to the problem of the regulation of working activity

in the commodity capitalist economy is a further

concretization of a general theory of production relations

of the commodity economy that was exposed by the theory of

commodity fetishism, and that was implied in his theory of

alienation. In tracing the development of Marx's

epistemological focus from his theory of alienation to his

theory of commodity fetishism, Rubin states that�

If the opposition which [Marx] had
earlier described between human
relations and their "materialtl form
meant an opposition between what should
be and what is, now both opposing
factors are transferred to the world as

it is, to social being. The economic
life of contemporary society is on the
one hand the totality of social
production relations, and on the other a

series of tlmaterial" categories in which
these relations are manifested.
Production relations among people and
their "material" form is the content of
a new opposition which originated in the
earlier opposition between the "human"
element in the eco��my and its
tlalienated" forms.

In effect, Rubin argues that Marx moved from a contrast

between human labour and its alienated forms to an

examination of the specific contradictions between the

productive forces and production relations of the commodity

economy. In the process, Marx transformed the insights of

his theory of the alienation of human labour into a theory

of the reification of social labour in the commodity

economy. In doing so, Marx exposed the necessity of the
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materialization of production relations among people in a

commodity economy, and established a basis for analyzing the

regulation of working activity in the commodity capitalist

economy. This analysis was realized in Marx's application

of the labour theory of value to the relations that connect

value and labour in the commodity capitalist economy.

Rubin's identification of conceptual linkages between

Marx's theory of alienation, his theory of commodity

fetishism and his theory of value, supports the view that

Marx's life-long ambition was to explain how working

activity is regulated in the capitalist economy. In fact,

Rubin's identification of Marx's theory of commodity

fetishism as a bridge between Marx's theory of alienation

and his theory of value, establishes a basis for rejecting

superficial notions about the existence of a radical

disjuncture in Marx's ontological outlook. At the same time

however, it exposes a process of maturation and refinement

of Marx's epistemological focus in his analysis of the

commodity capitalist economy.

The importance of Rubin's critique for the purpose of

this study is twofold. Firstly, it identifies Marx's

concept and theory of alienation as a propaedeutic to Marx's

political economy. As such, it supports the view that

Marx's theory of alienation is a legitimate frame of

reference for constructing an analysis of the regulation of

working activity in a determinant social environment.

Secondly, and perhaps more importantly, it aligns Marx's



62

theory of alienation with Marx's efforts to apply the

general methodological principles of his theory of

historical materialism to the development of his economic

theory. As such, it identifies Marx's theory of alienation

as an appropriate methodological framework for exposing the

social form of labour that dominates within a commodity

economy that mayor may not have developed to the point

where the fundamental social relations of production are

necessarily expressed in a material form, i.e., where the

social form of labour is necessarily materialized in value.

In light of this understanding of the position of

Marx's theory of alienation within the aggregate of Marx's

theoretical and methodological approach to the analysis of

the social relations of production of a commodity economy,

the next section of this chapter has been devoted to an

explication of Marx's theory of alienation as it is

presented in the first manuscript of the Economic and

Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844.

3.4 Marx's Theory of Alienation

The intellectual origin of Marx's concept of alienation

is commonly attributed to the philosophical writings of

1 d b h t' 1 23 T M' kHege an Feuer ac , respec lve y. �n arx s wor ,

however, the concept has been adapted to refer specifically

to the estrangement or separation of human beings from the

creative and spontaneous expression of human labour that

originates in the organization of a determinant production

structure. In other words, the subject matter of Marx's
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theory of alienation is the analysis of the material

expression of alienated labour in a determinant economy. In

the Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844, Marx's

analysis of the concept of alienated labour is a specific

illustration of the development and application of the

theory of alienation to the material expression of human

labour in wage labour, in the commodity capitalist economy.

In the Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844,

Marx identifies the historical location of his analysis of

the concept of alienated labour when he states that his

analysis shall commence;

... from a contemporary economic fact.
The worker becomes poorer the more

wealth he produces and the more his

production increases in power and
extent. The worker becomes an ever

cheaper commpdity the more goods he
creates. The devaluation of the human
world increases in direct relation with
the increase in value of the world of

things. Labour does not only create

goods; it also produces itself and the
worker as a commodity, and indeed in �ae
same proportion as it produces goods.

The fact that Marx's point of departure is the commodity

capitalist economy does not indicate, however, that Marx

regarded capitalism, per �, as a cause of alienation in the

history of social development. Rather, he states quite

clearly that alienation existed as a historical and social

condition prior to the existence of private property which,

in turn, preceeded the emergence of capitalism;
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Private property is, ... , the product,
the necessary result, of alienated
labour, of the external relation of the
worker to nature and to himself.
Private property is thus derived from
the analysis of the concept of alienated
labour; that is alienated man [sic],
alienated labour, alienated life and
estranged man .... although private
property appears to be the basis and
cause of alienated labour, it is rather
a consequence of the latter .... At a

later stage, however'2�here is a

reciprocal influence.

In light of this description of the relationship between

private property and alienated labour, it is more

appropriate to interpret Marx's statements to mean that

alienated labour is a prerequisite for the development of

the commodity capitalist economy. Furthermore, because

Marx's theory of alienation is not limited to the analysis

Of the social form of alienated labour that dominates in the

capitalist economy, i.e., wage labour, Marx's theory of

alienation provides a useful methodological framework for

explaining how a particular form of economic organization

emerges from and serves to perpetuate the condition of a

particular form of ali�nated labour. In order to explore

this meaning further, it will be useful to discuss the

sources of aliention that Marx identifies and uses to

explain the relations.hip between alienated labour, and the

structures of domination and subordination that are

characteristic of the commodity capitalist economy.

According to Marx, alienation is a concept that
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describes: (1) the separation of individuals from the

product of labour; (2) the separation of individuals from

the activity of production; (3) the separation of

individuals from species-life; and (4) the separation of

individuals from other individuals. Within this set of

social relations that are encompassed by the concept of

alienation, the separation of individuals from their

species-life and the separation of individuals from other

individuals are to be regarded as corollaries of the

separation of individuals from the product of labour and

from the activity of production. Therefore, the discussion

of Marx's theory of alienation in this study will be limited

to a discussion of the separation of individuals from their

products and production activity, and the separation of

individuals from their species-life, as well as from other

individuals will be presumed to follow as a consequence.

As previously implied, Marx's point of departure for

his analysis of the concept of alienated labour in the

Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844 is the

economic fact of the commodity capitalist economy.

Accordingly, his theory of alienation is used to explain how

the wage-labour relation emerges as the dominant form of

alienated labour in the commodity capitalist economy and, as

such, expresses the structures of domination and

subordination that are characteristic of this economic form.

In order to comprehend how Marx addresses this problematic,

it is useful to recall that Marx conceptualizes the economy
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as a dynamic of production and circulation relations, as

well as relations between production and circulation.

Within this dynamic of social relations, the particular

relations of exchange, distribution and consumption appear

in production and circulation, as well as between production

and circulation. More importantly, each of these particular

social relations is, according to Marx, the expression of a

social relation of production.26
Within the production structure of a commodity economy,

the social relations through which commodities are

circulated are the social relations of production that are

most visible, and as such, are the social relations of

production that appear to control and regulate the working

activity of individual commodity producers. More precisely,

it is the point at which individual commodity producers

engage in exchange relations and are separated from the

products of their labour that appears to determine how

working activity is regulated. Consequently, the regulation

of the working activity of individuals appears to be the

consequence of relations between the products of labour,

and;

The alienation of the worker in his
[sic] product means not only that his
labour becomes an object, assumes an

external existence, but that it exists
independently, outside himself, and
alien to him, and that it stands opposed
to him as an autonomous power. The life
which he has given to the object sets
itself against2?im as an alien and
hostile force.
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In a society where the commodity form is the dominant social

form of the·product of labour, the individual is forced to

engage in exchange relations in order to exist.

Consequently;

The worker becomes a slave of the
object; first, in that he [sic] receives
an object of work, i.e. receives work,
and secondly, in that he receives means
of subsistence first as a worker and
secondly, as a physical subject. The
culmination of this enslavement is that
he can only maintain himself as a

physical subject so far as he is a

worker, and that it is only as a

physical subject that he is a worker.28

However, within the theoretical framework.of historical

materialism the social relations of exchange, distribution

and consumption tha� appear in the circulation of

commodities are merely a material expression of the social

relations of production that appear in the production of

commodities;

Consequently, if the product of labour
is alienation, production itself must be
active alienation--the alienation of
activity and the activity of alienation.
The alienation of the object of labour
merely summarizes the2§lienation in the
work activity itself.

Thus, the social form of the product of labour in

circulation is a material expression of the social form of

labour that appears in production. In the commodity

capitalist economy the dominant social form of labour that

produces the commodity form is itself a commodity, i.e.,

wage-labour. Therefore the relation of the worker to his or
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... is the relationship of the worker to
his [sic] own activity as something
alien and not belonging to him, activity
as suffering (passivity), strength as

powerlessness, creation as emasuclation
[sic], the personal physical and mental
energy of the worker, his personal
life ... , as an �ctivity which is
directed against himself, ind3Bendent of
him and not belonging to him.

To complete ,his analysis of the concept of alienated

labour, Marx moves from an analysis of the consequences of

alienated labour, to the analysis of the sources of

alienated labour in a determinant economy;

If the product of labour is alien to me

and confronts me as an alien power, to
whom does it belong? If my own activity
does not belong to me but is an alien,
forced �ltivity, to whom does it
belong?

Given the basic premises of his theory of historical

materialism, Marx concludes that;

The alien being to whom labour and the

product of labour belong, to whose
service labour is devoted, and to whose
enjoyment the product of labour goes,
can only be man [sic] himself. If the

product of labour does not belong to the
worker, but confronts him as an alien
power, this can only be because it

belongs to a man other than the
worker .... If [the producer] is related
to the product of his labour, his

objectified labour, as to an alien,
hostile, powerful and independent
object, he is related in such a way that
another alien, hostile, powerful and

independent man is the lord of this
object. If he is related to his own
activity as to unfree activity, then he
is related to it as activity in the
service, and under the domination,

68



69

coercion and yoke, of another man.32

In the commodity capitalist economy, where the form of

alienated labour is wage labour, the social relations of

domination and subordination are concealed by the commodity

form, i.e., by the basic relation of sale and purchase.

Although the regulation of the 'working activity of

individuals appears to be a consequence of relations between

things, and relations between people and things, the

analysis of the concept of alienated labour reveals that the

regulation of working activity is a consequence of social

relations between people in production. However, since the

subjection of workers in commodity capitalism is

materialized in and concealed by the commodity form;

Private property as the material,
summarized expression of alienated
labour includes ... the relation of the
worker to labour, to the product of
labour and to the non-worker, and the
relation of the non-worker to the worker
and to ��e product of the latter's
labour.

Earlier it was pointed out that Marx's concept of

exploitation is a concept that refers to the process and

consequences of the appropriation and subjection of human

labour. In this chapter it has been argued that Marx's

theory of alienation provides a methodological framework for

analyzing the process of exploitation by providing a means

for analyzing the concept of alienated labour. In other

words, the theory of alienation has been identified as a



means for revealing how social relations of domination and

subordination between people are summarized and expressed in

material relations between things, and between people and

things.

On the basis of Marx's analysis of the concept of

alienated labour, it is apparent that the social form of· the

product of street prostitution is a material expression of

the social relations of domination and subordination that

serve to regulate the working activity of street prostitutes

in production. Therefore, the analysis of the social form

of the product of labour can provide only a partial analysis

of the regulation of the working activity of street

prostitutes and, as such, may serve to conceal the form of

the subjection of street prostitutes that appears in

production. Consequently, the analysis of the relationship

between the exploitation of street prostitutes and the

economic organization of street prostitution necessitates an

analysis of the concept of alienated labour within the

practice of street prostitution, as well as an analysis of

the social form of the product of street prostitution.

3.5 Summary

In the introduction to this chapter it was stated that

economic organization is presumed to be the historical

outcome of the regulation of working activity. In addition,

exploitation was defined as a concept that refers to the

process and consequences of the subjection of workers in a

determinant production structure. In light of these basic
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assumptions about economic organization and exploitation,

two popular views of Marx's concept and theory of alienation

were considered and evaluated.

The first of these views to be considered was the view

that Marx's concept of alienation can be reduced to a

psychological dimension of the personal experiences of

workers in modern industrial societies. Since this

particular interpretation of Marx's concept and theory of

aliention has been constructed in isolation from his overall'

critique of the social relations of production of a

determinant economy, it was concluded that this

interpr�tation is inaccurrate.

By acknowledging that the critique of the social

relations of production of a determinant production

structure is an integral component of Marx's theory of

social and economic development, a basis was established for

evaluating the debate over the issue of conceptual

continuity in Marx. Isaac Rubin's argument in favour of the

existence of conceptual linkages between Marx's concepts of

alienated labour, reified labour and value was used as a

basis for concluding that Marx's theory of alienation and

his labour theory of value share a common ontological point

of departure. At the same time it was concluded that Marx's

theory of alienation and his labour theory of value reflect

a maturation and refinement in Marx's epistemological focus.

In light of the epistemological evolution of Marx's

intellectual career, it was concluded that Marx's theory of
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alienation provides an appropriate theoretical framework for

the purposes of this study.

Finally, the presentation of Marx's theory of

alienation in the Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of

1844 ·was explicated in detail. On the basis of this

explication it was determined that the relationship between

the exploitation of street prostitutes and the economic

organization of street prostitution is revealed in the

social form of labour that produces the social form of the

product of street prostitution.

The two chapters that follow will provide a detailed

description of the social form of the product of

prostitution, and of the social form of labour that produces

this product, respectively.
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4. THE STREET PROSTITUTION COMMODITY MARKET

4.1 Introduction

The social form of the product of street prostitution,

and the role of the organization of the street prostitution

market in the regulation of the working activity of street

prostitutes provides an obvious point of departure for

exploring the relationship between the exploitation of

street prostitutes, and the economic organization of the

practice of street prostitution. Therefore, this chapter has

been constructed so as to provide a detailed description of

the practices and relationships that appear in the

circulation of the product of street prostitution. The

overall objective for constructing this description of the

street prostitution commodity market is to determine how the

street prostitute is separated from the product of labour

and, in the process, forfeits control over the product. In

other words, this chapter explores ·how the regulation of the

working activity of street prostitutes is subjected to the

movement of products in the street prostitution market.

For the sake of simplicity and expedience, the

description of the street prostitution commodity market has

been organized in relation to a specific discussion of the

commodity form, and the organization of the market,

respectively. Within the parameters of these broader

divisions, a particular emphasis has been placed on

describing those factors that have a bearing on the

determination of the social form of the product, and the



organization of the circulation of the product. For

example, in the discussion of the commodity, emphasis is

placed on the role of use value and exchange value in the

materialization of the product as a commodity. Likewise, in

the discussion of the market emphasis is placed on the

relations of exchange, distribution and consumption in

circulation and, accordingly, the discussion is organized

around the general themes of commodity price, commodity

supply and commodity demand.

4.2 The Commodity

In the Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844,

Marx begins his analysis of alienated labour "from a

contemporary economic fact" about commodity capita1ism.1
More precisely, Marx begins his analysis with the

observation that wage-labour is the dominant social form of

labour in the commodity capitalist economy. So as to

conform to the analytical example that has been set by Marx,

the present analysis of the regulation of the working

activity of street prostitutes in circulation will commence

from a contemporary economic fact about street prostitution

in Canadian society. Since the social form of the labour of

street prostitutes is unknown, the first analytical task of

this study will be an examination of the social form of the

product of street prostitution.

Earlier it was stated that prostitution is a term that

refers to the exchange of intimate services for monetary

compensation. At this point it may be noted that the Oxford

77



78

English Dictionary identifies "an article of commerce, an

object of trade", as a commodity.2 Since prostitution is

defined so as to depict intimate services as objects of

trade, it follows that the social form of the product of

prostitution is, prima facie, a commodity. However, the

nature of this commodity form merits further examination.

In volume I of Capital, Marx states that;

The commodity is, first of all, an

external object, a thing which through
its qualities satisfies human needs of
whatever kind. The nature of these
needs, whether they arise, for example,
from the stomach, or the imagination,
makes no difference. Nor does it matter
here how the thing satisfies man's [sic]
need, whether directly as a means of
subsistence, i.e. an object of

consumption3 or indirectly as a means of
production.

In the appendix to this same work, Marx states that it is

incon�equential whether the usefulness of the product is

manifest as a material object or as a non-material object

since, "a service is merely an expression for the particular

use-value of labour where the latter is useful not as an

article, but as an activity.,,4 In light of these statements

about the commodity form, it is apparent that in order for a

product of labour to become a commodity it must possess

use-value in the form of a material object, or in the form

of a non-material service. Since "use-values are only

realized in consumption" a description of what is consumed

5
entails a description of the use-value of the product.
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One of the most obvious characteristics of the product

of prostitution is that it is manifest as a service since

the apparent use-value for consumers is the physiological
and/or psychological consequence of consuming an activity,

rather than the result of consuming a tangible object.

Categorization of the type of service that is produced and

consumed is complicated, however, due to the diversity of

activities that clients request from prostitutes, as well as

the diversity of activities that prostitutes claim to

provide for clients.

Although actual frequencies of requests as well as

frequencies of performance could not be determined from the

available data, Table 1 provides a rank-ordering of the

activities requested, and the activities provided, as

reported by the prostitutes interviewed. As indicated in

Table 1, almost "all of the respondents reported that clients

had requested, and that they had performed, services that

they regarded as explicitly sexual. Of those services that

were considered sexual, fellatio and sexual intercourse were

most frequently identified as services that clients

requested, and that they, as prostitutes, had provided.

However, of the 32 prostitutes who provided responses,

several indicated that they had received requests from

clients for services that they did not perceive to be
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Table 1

Services Requested from, and provided by Street Prostitutes

Number of Prostitutes

Service Requested Performed

IFellatio 31 30

I Sexual Intercourse 30 30

IDomination 16 15

ISexual Intercourse and Fellatio 13 13

IHand Stimulation 10 10

ICompanionship 6 6

IAna1 Intercourse 6

I Voyeurism 2

N=32

sexual. For example, 6 respondents reported one or more

incidences in which a client simply wanted to purchase

their companionship. According to some of these

respondents;

Customers who are regulars often do not
ask for a sexual service. Often they
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come for an hour of conversation and
peace and quiet away from it all.

Some guys just want company--just
someone to talk to.

A lot of customers just want someone to
talk. Theylll pay you $200.00 just to go
out for dinner and drinks with them.

In addition, some of the services which have been

subsumed under the category of domination resulted in sexual

gratification for the client through the performance of

verbal and physical acts which the prostitutes described as

both violent and degrading. The actual activities that the

prostitutes considered to be a form of domination were

vividly described by several of the respondents;

One guy wanted tacks put in his chest.
Another guy lay half way under his
kitchen table while I stood on him in

high heels reading a newspaper. One guy
punched me and wanted me to punch him
back, while another guy likes to be
ridden around like a horse. I prefer
just regular stuff--Ilm not really into
domination.

I used to do domination for one guy--Ild
tie him up and whip him. lid dress in a

skimpy outfit and lid tell him to do

things for me. He got off on being
bossed around. Like I would get him to
wash my dishes or I hit him. lid hit him
with a whip for $60.00 to $80.00 for
half an hour.

One guy had me wear a black bra and
black crotchless gotch--then I had to
slam the toilet seat down on his penis
until it bled--thatls when he would
come. He paid me $175.00 to do that and
I loved it. I would have done it for

nothing.
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Some guys want to be tied up or bound
and whipped. Other guys ask for golden
showers and hot lunches. Illl do it for
them because anything6is better than
having sex with them.

One respondent stated that some clients did not request a

service per �, but instead wanted to purchase articles of

her clothing;

I have had guys that just wanted to buy
my panties or pantyhose. One guy gave
me $50.00 for my pantyhose.

In light of the diversity of services described, it is

readily apparent that the use-value of the product of

prostitution is inadequately conceptualized as sex. Nor is

it adequate to conclude that the use-value of the product is

merely an activity which occurs between a prostitute and a

client. It is also important to acknowledge that the

use-value of the product �ncompasses both time and physical

proximity between a prostitute(s) and client(s).

For example, all respondents reported that services

were produced and consumed between two or more individuals,

i�teracting within close proximity of one another. In

addition, Table 2 indicates that the average temporal

duration of each interaction was relatively consistent,

ranging from 10 to 30 minutes per client. Although three

respondents stated that the average time spent with a client

exceeded thirty minutes, these respondents also stated that

their clients tended to request and pay for a block of time,
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rather than a particular activity.

Table 2

Duration of Client-Prostitute Encounters

Number of Respondents Average total time (min.)

13

8

7

3

less than 10

11-15

16-20

21-30

'more than 30

N=321

On the basis of the information that was disclosed by

the prostitutes who were interviewed, it has been concluded

that the clients of prostitutes consume a combination of

verbal and physical interaction, time and close physical

proximity with another individua1(s) as use-values in the

consumption of the product of street prostitution. Since

the activities that are consumed may be sexual or

non-sexual, and may range from pleasant to ambivalent, to

violent in nature, it is somewhat inaccurrate to use the

term 'sex', to describe the commodity of street
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prostitution. Rather, it is more appropriate to refer to

the commodity of street prostitution by means of a term that

has the capacity to encompass the sexual and non-sexual

aspects of the product of street prostitution, as well as

'intimacy', the use-value of the product of prostitution has

the dimensions of activity, time and physical proximity.

One term which has the capacity to encompass this diversity

of elements is intimacy. In Funk and Wagna11s Standard

College Dictionary intimacy is defined as a term that is

"characterized by pronounced closeness of ... relationship or

association", and is described as a euphemism for "illicit

sexual r�lations".7 Given this definition of the term

been conceptualized as intimacy for the purposes of this

study.

The second characteristic of the commodity which Marx

identifies in h�s description 'of the commodity form is

exchange-value. In Marx's words;

A thing can be a use-value without being
a value. This is the case whenever its
utility to man [sic] is not mediated
through labour. Air, virgin soil,
natural meadow, unplanted forests, etc.
fall into this category. A thing can be
useful, and a product of human labour,
without being a commodity. He who
satisfies his own need with the product
of his own labour admittedly creates
use-values, but not commodities. In
order to produce the latter, he must not

only produce use-values but use-values
for others, social use-values and not

merely for others. The medieval peasant
produced a corn-rent for the feudal lord
and a corn-tithe for the priest; but
neither the corn-rent nor the corn-tithe
became commodities simply by being
produced for others. In order to become
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a commodity, the product must be
transferred to the other person, for
whom it serves as a use-value,through
the medium of exchange). Finally,
nothing can be a v�lue without being an

object of utility.

By describing what clients consume as use-values in

their interactions with street prostitutes it was determined

that the utility of the product of street prostitution is

intimacy. Since all of the prostitutes who were interviewed

stated that clients paid a sum of cash prior to receiving

the service, it is apparent that the product of prostitution

is expressed in exchange-value. Therefore, it is

appropriate to conclude that the social form of the product

of street prostitution is a commodity, i.e. commodified

intimacy.

Since the product of street prostitution is commodified

intimacy, the relations that appear in the circulation of

this commodity provide a reasonable point of departure for

the analysis of the regulation of the working activity of

street prostitutes. Consequently, attention will be

directed to the construction of a description of the street

prostitution commodity market.

4.3 The Market

In the discussion of Marx's theory of alienation in

chapter three of this study, it was argued that the exchange

of products as commodities is an act of alienation. In

addition, it" was argued that the producer's alienation of

the product as a commodity means that the producer forfeits
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control over the product and, in the process, is subjected

to �ontrol by the fluctuations and pressures of the

commodity market. In other words, the producer appears to

be subjected to control by relations between things, and

relations between people and things. In order to comprehend

how the working activity of street prostitutes is subjected

to re9ulation by the market in commodified intimacy, the

data that were obtained from prostitutes and police in

. Calgary, Saskatoon and Winnipeg have been used to construct

a description of the market in terms of the general themes

of price, supply and demand.

In all of the cities that were surveyed, two primary

street prostitution markets, or strolls as they were

referred to by both prostitutes and police, were

identified.9 In each of the cities, these strolls were

located in the downtown core area and regions of the

downtown perimeter area, respectively. Although

distinctions between these strolls will be discussed at

length, all of the strolls exhibited a number of common

features which appear to be congruent with the overall

objectives of the street prostitution market, i.e., the sale

and purchase of commodified intimacy.

For example, the fact that all of the strolls were

located in the downtown and adjacent vicinity increased the

likelihood that potential clients would know the approximate

whereabouts of any street prostitution market, and be able

to locate the markets in a particular city. Furthermore,
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the actual locations of strolls within these areas exhibited

a high degree of vehicular access to, movement in, and exit

from the area to hotels and motels that were located away

from the actual stroll.

Another structural characteristic of the downtown area

and its surrounding vicinity in any city is the dense

population of hotels, liquor, restaurant and entertainment

establishments, office buildings, retail and wholesale

outlets, as well as parking lots. By virtue of the

proximity of the strolls to hotels, liquor and entertainment

establishments, and office buildings, a source of potential

clients was readily available. As well, some of the less

expensive hotels in the perimeter area, and the parking lots

in both the core and perimeter areas were identified as

locations where transactions between a prostitute and a

client could be accomplished. The prostitutes were

unanimous, however, in stating that major downtown hotels

were seldom used as a location for providing services due to

measures taken by hotel management and staff to keep street

prostitutes out of their hotels.

Finally, the fact that the number of residential

housing units was low in the downtown core, and of a rental

and low income variety in the region of the perimeter where

strolls were located meant that residents and visitors to

the area were either absent from the area when the market

was busiest, relatively tolerant of the market because they

were only in the area for a short duration, or too powerless
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to have the market removed from the area. While these

factors did not eliminate public opposition to the markets,

several of the police who were interviewed reported that the

physical location of the strolls in their city tended to

reduce public opposition to the practice. In fact, certain

of the police respondents reported that police assisted in

the creation and maintenance of the stro�is in these

particular areas so as to contain the activity, and minimize

the expansion of strolls into areas that could result io

increased levels of public opposition. According to one of

the police respondents in Calgary;

Police attempt to keep hookers in a

specific area. Sort of create a stroll
for them. and strolls were

actually created by the police, but they
seem to be spreading out now.

Police in other cities stated that they dealt with

complaints about the strolls by attempting to maintain order

within the confines of existing strolls;

Our main objective is to keep it

clean--keep it from where the girls are

running out to the street to flag cars

down. They're no longer doing that.
Quiet business now--stand on their spot
and let people approach them.

When we get a complaint we basically
just talk to the girls. They have a

right to be on the street so there's not
too much that the police can do.

In light of this general description of the location of

street prostitution markets within cities, it would appear

that the distribution of markets is congruent with the



overall objectives of the market in commodified intimacy,

i.e., the sale and purchase of commodified intimacy.

Although it ;s apparent that all of the strolls share a

number of common characteristics that are congruent with

objectives of the market in commodified intimacy, the

differences between strolls within cities appeared to have

an impact on the variance that was observed in the prices

for particular services between strolls.

From the responses that were obtained from prostitutes

and police, it was possible to determine a range of prices

for the most common services that were provided by

prostitutes in each of the cities that were surveyed. This

information has been summarized in Table 3, according to the

type of service, and the city in which the service was

provided.

In all cities, the prices that were reported for the

services of prostitutes working in the downtown core area

corresponded to the upper limit of the price range, while

the price for the same service in the perimeter area

corresponded to the lower limit. The particular

characteristics of the respective strolls that coincided

with these price differences in each city included the

physical location of the stroll within the city, the

structural environment of the location, and the age and race

of the prostitutes who were selling services on the

stroll.10
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Table 3

Price Range per Service by City

Price range in dollars

Service

ICa1gary Saskatoon Winnipegl

IFe11atio 50-60

I Sexual Intercourse 70-80

ISexua1 Intercourse "and Fellatio 80-100

IHand Stimulation 20-30

50-80

60-80

80-120

20-30

30-80

80-100

100-150

20-40

The fact that the primary strolls were located in the

downtown core, and downtown perimeter areas attests to the

physical separation of the strolls. In addition to being

physically separated, the structural environment of each

stroll was notably distinct within eac� of the cities. In

Winnipeg for example, the stroll in the downtown core was

located in an area that was commonly referred to as the

Market Square. In addition to being located in close

proximity to the major hotels, convention centres and

businesses, the area itself was aesthetically appealing, and

appeared to provide a relatively safe working environment
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d�e to lighting, the high level of vehicular and pedestrian

traffic and the visible presence of police. In fact, it is

interesting to note that the police station was actually

located within the boundaries of this particular stroll.

The stroll in the perimeter area, on the other hand,

provided a stark contrast to the conditions in the Market

Square. In particular, the streets were dimly lit, buildings

were run-down and/or vacant and there were a number of

vacant lots in the area. In addition, there was a lesser

degree of vehicular and pedestrian traffic, and the visible

presence of police was relatively inconsistent. Although

Winnipeg provided an extreme example, a similar pattern of

differences between core and perimeter strolls was observed

in Calgary and Saskatoon.

Coinciding with the physical and structural

differentiation of strolls within each city, there was a

clear differentiatiQn between the core and perimeter strolls

on the basis of the race and age of the prostitutes who were

working on the respective strolls.

The most obvious racial division in each of the cities

was a rigid separation of Native and non-Native prostitutes

between the perimeter and core strolls. For example, all of

the respondents who identified themselves as Native (17),

reported that their location of work was confined within the

boundaries of a perimeter stroll. Of the remaining

respondents who reported their location of work, and did not

identify themselves as Native (16), only one reported that



92

she worked within the boundaries of a perimeter stroll.

The reality of the racial segregation between strolls

in terms of Native versus non-Native was corroborated

further by police respondents;

I don't think that many of the women

working in the Main Street area actually
move up to the Market Square. Mainly
because there are virtually no Native
women working in this area. The women

are mainly white and black.

At the present time there are two main
areas. The lower-class Main Street area

predominantly populated by Native women,
a couple of transvestites and some

juveniles. The prices are generally
lower, tricks are often turned in the
cars or in the numerous vacant lots in
the area--although some of the clients
drive pretty fancy cars, like cadillacs
and mercedes. The higher-class 'Market
Square' is predominantly populated by
whites and some black women. Women that
are better dressed and more professional
about their busi.ness. The prices are

also higher.

Moreover, the prostitutes themselves were acutely aware of

the racial separation between strolls within cities, and

frequently indicated that they were prepared to take

whatever measures necessary to maintain this separation.

For the most part, non-Native prostitutes in the core area

tended to ascribe to the view that Native prostitutes were

kept off the stroll because they were less professional than

non-Natives and, as such, more likely to contribute to the

spread of sexually transmitted diseases within the working

environment and/or drive prices down by undercutting. At

the same time, however, Native prostitutes were no less
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vocal about their 'distaste for non-Natives moving into the

perimeter areas. According to one of the Native womin in

Calgary;

My feeling is that they should stay in
their own area--Indians were here
first--people should stick to their own.

Although the differentiation between the strolls on the

basis of age was not quite as distinct, the average reported

age of prostitutes working in a core area was 24, while the

average reported age of prostitutes working in a perimeter

area was 20. Furthermore, 9 of the 17 prostitutes who were

working in a perimeter area reported an age that was under

20. With respect to age, however, Native prostitutes seemed

to be somewhat less concerned about the age of the

prostitutes who worked on the perimeter strolls than they

were about the race of the prostitutes. Alternatively, the

prostitutes who were- working in the core areas frequently

expressed contempt toward juveniles'who attempted to move

onto the core strolls, and the basis for their contempt

coincided with their reasons for maintaining the raci�l

barriers between Natives and non-Natives. Several of the

respondents that were working in the core area described

Natives and juveniles in a manner that was similar to a

particular respondent's description of juvenile prostitutes;

There's the two-bit whore--they work for

$10.00-$20.00 a shot. They call
themselves prostitutes but they're just
young and unclean--theyill do just about

anything for 20.00 bucks. They think
it's a lot of money. They won't leave we

get rid of them ... Whatever it takes.
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Since the prices in the perimeter areas were lower than

prices in the core areas for all cities, it is apparent that

there were at least two substantively different markets in

commodified intimacy in each of the cities that were

studied. Although the physical location and structural

characteristics of the location appeared to have a

relationship to the prices of services, the data indicate

that the age and race of the prostitutes on a particular

stroll bore a strong relationship to the prices that are

charged for services on that stroll. Given these

observations, it is apparent that there is a distribution of

individual prostitutes between strolls, within cities. More

importantly, the bases for this distribution appear to be

the ascribed characteristics of the prostitutes, i.e.,

whether the prostitute is Native or non-Native and, to a

lesser degree, the relative youth of the prostitute. The

fact that prostitutes were not. allowed to move between

markets due to ascribed characteristics suggests that the

distribution of prostitutes between markets is not entirely

explicable in terms of the initiative of individual

prostitutes and the operation of competitive relations

between prostitutes. Rather, it is more appropriate to

conclude that the distribution of prostitutes between

strolls is determined, at least in part, in advance of the

circulation of commodified intimacy, and that this

distribution appears to be accomplished by means of direct

relations between producers.



Unfortunately, it could not be determined from the

data whether there were any significant differences between

the clients who purchased services in each of these areas.

It is interesting to note, however, that none of the

prostitutes or police who were interviewed differentiated

between the clients in either area on the basis of class,

race, age or sex. -In fact, some of the respondents

suggested that clients would move between these different

markets according to the price that they were willing to pay

for a service at a particular point in time, and/or the

availability of the type of service for which they were

looking.

Since the bases for the distribution of clients could

not be determined from the data, it is difficult to identify
how competition between the markets was related to the

determination of price within markets. At best it may be

concluded that the strolli in the downtown core tended to

establish the upper price limit for services within cities.

Within markets, it was found that the regulation of

pricing was strictly controlled. Although prostitutes were

free to negotiate a maximum price for particular services,

the minimum price for services on a particular stroll was

determined in advance of the exchange relations that were

established between prostitutes and clients. For instance,

all of the prostitutes indicated that they would try to

obtain the highest possible price for their services.

However, most of the respondents stated that the highest

95
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price was ultimately an outcome of the general economic

climate of the city, the level of competition on the stroll,

and the level of consumer demand at any particular point in

time. Although, some of the respondents suggested that the

maximum price for services tended to fluctuate in relation

to a variety of factors, i.e., seasons, days of the week,

hours of the day and special events within the city, for the

most part these fluctuations were considered minimal.

Consequently, the maximum price for services within strolls

appears to be a consequence of competition within the market

since it is not determined in advance of exchange relations

in the market.

On the other hand, the minimum price for services was

established in advance of exchange relations and adherence

to this minimum price was strictly enforced by the

individuals who were working within a particular stroll.

According to the majority of respondents, efforts to

undercut prices within a stroll were dealt with severely;

The girls on the street don't tolerate
undercutting If someone is not charging
enough the rest of us will let her know
that it is not allowed. If she
continues to undercut, we are prepared
to rough her up a bit.

If you're caught undercutting you're
approached and thre�tened t? quit it. I
tried a couple of tlmes. Glrls came at
me with knives. So I stopped. I had
tried about $5.00 or $10.00 less.

I was told what to charge by the woman

who turned me out. You could go higher
but couldn't go lower. Better off to

charge whatever everyo�e el�e was

charging instead of g01ng hlgher because



business would be lost to other hookers.
If lower you'd be told about it.

Since the maximum price of services was determined in

exchange, i.e. in the movement of products and in relations

between individuals through products, the re�ulation of

pricing within strolls appears to ·be .partially determined by

the fluctuations and pressures of the market in commodified

intimacy. However, the fact that the minimum price for

services was determined in advance of exchange relations,

and stiictly enforced by means of direct social relations

between producers indicates that it would be inaccurate to

suggest that the regulation of working activity through

market price is a consequence of competition per �.

Rather, it is more appropriate to conclude that the

regulation of price is the outcome of a combination of

competitive relations as well as relations of direct

compulsion.

Coinciding with the regulation of prices for

commodified intimacy within markets, it was found that a

number of factors appeared to have an impact on the level of

productivity of individual prostitutes and, as such, on the

regulation of the working activity of individual

prostitutes. In aadition to the general impact of the

economic climate of the city, seasons and special events,

these factors included the type of service that was produced

and exchanged, policing practices, marketing practices, the

97
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duration and intensity of the work and the decision to

provide a service.

Like other commodity markets, the street prostitution

market and the individual producers within this market had

no control over the economic climate of the city, seasons

and special events other than to respond to these

conditions. On the other hand, individual prostitutes

I was approached by a man and woman once
and offered $250.00. I refused because
Io wouldn't do a woman. I don't do
anything kinky ever.

appeared to have a high degree of control over the type of

commodity that was produced and the decision to engage in an

exchange relation with a particular client. For example,

several of the respondents indicated that they were

selective as to the type of services that they would sell;

If a trick wanted straight lay and I
didn't provide it I'd tell them they
could get a blow job or turn them over

to my best friend who did straight lays.

I don't take scum. I won't go with them
if they are too dirty.

Others expressed selectivity in relation to clients;

Someone just rubs you the wrong way. So
you refuse. Had to follow my gut
reaction after I got cut up. I have to
like them. It's my body and my choice.

Another factor that was identified as having a

noticeable impact on the level of productivity of individual

prostitutes was the implementation of specific policing

practices. In fact, some of the practices that police used
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in order to control the strolls were intended to reduce the-

productivity of individual prostitutes. One of the primary

mechanisms for accomplishing this objective was to

discourage clients from approaching i prostitute. Most of

the police described similar strategies;

We spot check clients. We ask for two
things, a drivers licence and
hospitalization card� That way we can

tell if he has a wife and kids. If he
does, we tell him if we see him down
there one more time his wife will be
getting an anonymous phone call telling
her where her husband is ... the
department would rake us over the coals
if they ever found out that we did th_is.

We can screw up their whole day just by
standing there. It puts the pinch on

and takes money away from them. Clients
leave.

According to the prostitutes, these types of strategies for

controlling activity within the stroll were usually

successful;

Last year the police closed off the
street every night for three weeks.

They stopped every third car and said if

your plate number comes up more than
three times you'll get a fine. It
scared the tricks away, the money moved,
so did 1.

If you're not polite to them [police]
they can give you a lot of trouble. For

example by sitting on your corner

discouraging dates. In the past they've
nabbed dates for traffic violations.
They have tried giving us littering
tickets, like for throwing cigarettes on

the ground.

At the same time, however, individual prostitutes stated

that they could minimize the effect of these controls on
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their own work by staying quiet and going about their own

business;

The police tend to leave you alone
unless you're involved in trouble of
some kind or if you mouth off to them.

Overall, the data indicated that marketing practices

and the intensity and duration of work had the most direct

and consistent impact on the levels of productivity of

indiviqual prostitutes within strolls. Furthermore, the

intensity and duration of work appeared to be directly

related to marketing practices and, more importantly, to the

ability to engage in particular marketing practices.

Although several aspects of marketing were identified

by the respondents, i.e., demeanour, dress, attitude, client

satisfaction, accessibility and visibility, their visibility

on the street and accessibility to clients were identified

by all of the respondents as the most important variables in

the marketing of commoaified intimacy. Moreover, because

commodified intimacy is a product that is a service and is

produced and consumed simultaneously, the visibility and

accessibility of street prostitutes is a fundamental

determinant of whether a street prostitute works at all.

Accordingly, the remainder of this chapter will be devoted

to a detailed description of how the accessibility and

visibility of prostitutes is regulated within strolls.

As previously indicated, all of the core strolls, and

to a lesser degree the perimeter strolls, were located in

areas that had a high volume of traffic, and that were
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conducive to the efficient movement of vehicular traffic

into, within and out of the boundaries of the stroll. In

Calgary and Winnipeg in particular, the core strolls were

located on one-way streets.

Within strolls, prostitutes were positioned on the

corners of streets and along streets with the highest

concentration of prostitutes occurring in the centre of the

stroll and gradually dissipating toward the periphery.

Observations of strolls also indicated that a relatively

sparse number of prostitutes were located just outside of

the boundaries of the strolls.

According to reports from both prostitutes and police,

the most desirable positions within strolls were street

corners. Within Calgary and Winnipeg, the most desirable

corners were the inside corners due to the system of one-way

streets that dominated in the downtown core. The primary

reason for identifying street corners and inside corners as

desirable positions was the ease with which clients could

approach prostitutes and negotiate an exchange transaction.

For example, the inside corners of one-way streets allowed

clients to approach and negotiate a transaction with a

prostitute without either having to leave the vehicle, or

lean over to the passenger side. The predominant assumption

among respondents was that the corner positions would result

in the greatest pool of potential clients, while the pool of

potential clients for positions along the street and nearer

to the periphery of the stroll would decrease accordingly,
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Consequently, those individuals who were working just

outside of the boundary of the stroll were assumed to come

into contact with the least number of potential clients and,

as such, engage in the lowest number of exchange

transactions within the stroll.

It was clearly apparent from the information that was

obtained from the respondents that the distribution of

prostitutes between positions within a stroll was assigned,

and not simply a consequence of competition between

independent producers. In fact, all of the prostitutes who

were interviewed were acutely aware of the territorial

nature of positions within the street prostitution markets

and indicated that their own working location on the street

was ultimately determined in relation to established

territories. Like undercutting, efforts to move into

someone else's position were not tolerated within the

market;

If you1re undercutting or moving in on

someone's territory, they (the other
women) get violent.

There are really shit disturbances
between girls ... They fight among
themselves. Very territorial. The
lownerl of a corner may not even be
there and someone will tell a new girl
not to stand there.

The pimp chooses the corner, tells you
where you can work, where you canlt.
It's determined by what territory he
controls.

That the police were also aware of the territories that

existed within strolls was quite evident. In Saskatoon,
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several of the police who were interviewed could identify

which position belonged to which prostitute, as well as the

identity of the pimp who controlled the space.

Interestingly enough, the greater population size of Calgary

and Winnipeg did not preclude the police in these cities

from referring to a particular corner when discussing an

individual prostitute.

In addition to being knowledgable about the existence

of specific territories within strolls, the police

frequently related the existence and protection of

territories to outbreaks of violence in street prostitution

markets. Although much of the violence over territory

emerged between producers who we�e working on the street,

one of the police officers in Winnipeg described an instance

in which pimps were visibly involved in a struggle over

territory;

One and a half years ago, there was a

real swarm of black girls. There were a

lot of territorial problems. We sent
three guys back to Detroit. They were

here with knives, guns, baseball bats,
and ready to do battle with three other

pimps right on the street corner.

In Calgary, the police viewed territorial conflicts on the

street as just another dimension of the violence that was a

part of the market in commodified intimacy;

There is everything. Stealing,
robberies, assaults, fights over

territory, pimps fight over the girls.
If you stay there long enough you'll be
involved in violence in some way.
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The extent to which the existence and maintenance of

territories affected the work of all prostitutes on, or

near, a particular stroll was perhaps most evident in

relation to the working activity of prostitutes who claimed

to be working as independents.

Of the thirty-two prostitutes who were interviewed, a

total of thirteen identified themselves as independent

producers, while another thirteen acknowledged that they

were working for someone and, as such, were not independent.

The remainder of the respondents declined comment.

In all of the cities, the individuals who identified

themselves as independent producers tended to be those

individuals who occupied working positions that were closest

to the periphery of a stroll. As such, their visibility on

the street, and to a lesser degree their accessiblity to

clients, was reduced by virtue of the location of their

working position since the greatest concentration of client

traffic within the strolls tended to be nearest to the

centre of the stroll. It was also evident in responses from

independents that in order to remain working they had to

remain isolated from the dependents, and the territory that

was occupied by dependents. In Calgary, one of the

respondents described how she maintained her status as an

independent by remaining physically isolated from the

organized market and, in a sense, creating the illusion that

she was not an independent;

I am working as an independent but there
are not many girls out there that are
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working on their own. It's all right
for me to work as an independent now

because I am known on the street and
others know that I used to have people.

You have to be established to be able to
work out there as an independent--you
can't just walk out there. The girls
that I don't know out there think that I
have people behind me--otherwise they
would be trying to get me to work for
their people. To remain independent,
you just can't have anything to do with
pimps at all or they start to hassle
you.

The existence of distinct territories within the

strolls, and the relationship between the control over

territories and the ability to work as a prostitute

indicates that the market in commodified intimacy is an

or g an i zed mar k e t . M 0 r eo v e r , its 0 v era 11 0 r g an i z at ion a 1

structure may be said to encompass a group of independent

commodity producers, and a group of dependent commodity

producers. Within the overall structure of the street

prostitution market in commodities, however, the regulation

of the working activity of independent producers appears to

be related to and, in part, dependent upon the organization

and regulation of the working activity of the dependent

producers. Therefore, in order to explore the regulation of

the working activity of street prostitutes in greater detail

it is necessary to investigate the organization of the

working activity of dependent producers. This aspect of the

practice of street prostitution is dealt with in the next

chapter.
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At this point it would appear that the social form of

the product of street prostitution, i.e., commodified

intimacy, serves to conceal a set of social relations of

production that have a definite bearing on the regulation of

the working activity of prostitutes within street

prostitution. More precisely, the prostitute's alienation

from the product of labour in a relation of purchase and

sale between a producer and a consumer in the circulation of

commodified intimacy, appears to provide only a partial

analysis of the regulation of the working activity of

prostitutes. Although it demonstrates that the labour of

the prostitute is congealed in a commodity and, as such, is

subjected to the movement of products in a commodity market

and to relations between people and products within this

market, it does not provide a complete description of the

social.form of labour that is congealed in commodifed

intimacy. At best, it merely reveals the social form of the

labour of the independents as a commodity, that is

appropriated in circulation. However, it does not reveal

the social form of the labour of dependents, nor how this

form and its appropriation ts related to the regulation of

the working activity of dependents and independents in the

overall organization of the street prostitution market.

4.4 Summary

In the introduction to this chapter two objectives for

describing the organization of the street prostitution

commodity market were identified. These included the
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determination of the social form of the product of street

prostitution, and the organization of the circulation of the

product of street prostitution. The reason that was given

for constructing this description was the examination of the

relationship between the prostitute's separation from the

product of labour, and the prostitute's loss of control over

the regulation of working activity.

In addition to identifying the product of street

prostitution as a commodity, the preceeding discussion

produced a number of conclusions about the regulation of the

working activity of street prostitutes. Firstly, it was

determined that the distribution of prostitutes between

prostitution markets in a particular city was the outcome of

social relations between producers that were determined in

advance of the social relations of exchange that are

established between producers and consumers. The primary

bases for the distribution of prostitutes between street

prostitution markets within cities was found to be race,

i.e. Native versus non-Native, and to a lesser degree, age.

Secondly, it was observed that the upper limit of prices for

services appeared to be determined by the prices for

services in the non-Native stroll. Unfortunately, it could

not be determined if these prices were the outcome of

competitive relations between the two markets since the data

did not indicate the basis for the movement of clients

between markets, or for that matter, if clients moved

between markets at all.
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On the other hand, it was found that the regulation of

prices for services within markets was controlled through a

combination of competition and compulsion. More

specifically, maximum prices for services were the outcome

of competitive relations within the commodity market, while

minimum prices for services were established in advance of

exchange relations between prostitutes and clients, and were

strictly enforced by means of direct relations between

producers.

Finally, it was found that a number of factors appeared

to have an impact on the level of productivity of individual

prostitutes. Some of, the specific factors that were

identifed were the general economic climate of the city,

seasons and special events, the type of service that was

produced and exchanged, policing practices, marketing

practices, the duration and intensity of �ork, as well as

the decision to provide a service. Within this aggregate of

specific 'factors it was found that visib1ity and

accessibility were particularly important in determining the

level of productivity of individual prostitutes since they

were the factors that ultimately determined whether a

prostitute worked at all.

A specific focus on the relationship between visibility

and accessibility and the distribution of prostitutes within

strolls indicated that the positioning of prostitutes within

strolls was the outcome of social relations that took place

in advance of the circulation of commodified intimacy in the
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market. Furthermore, it was found that the distribution of

prostitutes was not merely a consequence of competitive

relations between producers. Rather, it was concluded that

the overall organizational structure of street prostitution

included a group of dependent commodity producers as well as

a group of independent commodity producers. Furthermore,

the regulation of the working activity of independent

commodity producers appeared to be affected by the

organization of dependent producers. Since the analysis of

the circulation of commodified intimacy does not reveal the

social form of the labour of dependent commodity producers,

or the nature of the relations between dependents ano

independents, the next chapter is devoted to a description

of the social relations of production in the street

prostitution industry.
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5. THE STREET PROSTITUTION INDUSTRY

5. 1 I nt roduct ion

In the previous chapter it was found that the social

form of the product of street prostitution is the commodity

form. Furthermore, the analysis of the circulation of

commodified intimacy revealed that the regulation of the

working activity of individual prost�tutes is not a direct

consequence of competitive relations that are established in

the circulation of commodified ·intimacy. Rather, it. was

found that the working activity of individual prostitutes is

subject to a combination of competitive relations that are

established between producers, and between producers and

consumers, and relations of compulsion that are established

between producers, and between producers and non-producers

in advance of the social relations that are expressed in the

circulation of commodified intimacy. In other words, the

analysis of the circulation of commodified intimacy revealed

that the subjection of individual prostitutes is secured in

the social relations of domination and subordination that

are established in the production of commodified intimacy.

As argued in the discussion of Marx's theory of

alienation in chapter three of this study, the separation of

the producer from the product of labour is merely the

material expression of social relations between individuals

that result in the separation of the producer from the

activity of production. More specifically, it was argued

that the subjection of the producer to relations between
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products, and between people and products is the material

expression of alienated labour. As stated by Marx;

Through alienated labour, ... , man [sic]
not only produces his relation to the
object and to the process of production
as to alien and hostile men; he also
produces the relation of other men to
his production and his product, and the
relation between himself and other men.

Just as he creates his own production as

vitiation, a punishment, and his own

product as a loss, as a product which
does not belong to him, so he creates
the domination of the non-producer over

production and its product. As he
alienates his own activity, so he
bestows upon the stra9ger an activity
which is not his own.

Given this relationship between the alienation of

products in circulation and the alienation of labour in

production, the analysis of the subjection of street

prostitutes necessitates an analysis of the concept of

alienated labour within street prostitution. In order to

develop this analysis, this chapter has been constructed so

as to provide a description of the social relations that are

established between individuals in the production of

commodified intimacy. For the sake of simplicity and

expedience, this discussion has been organized around the

social relations of production that are established between

owners, managers and workers within the street prostitution

industry.

5.2 Owners

Of the thirty-two prostitutes who were interviewed,

thirteen identified themselves as independents, while
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another thirteen stated that they worked for someone. A

total of six respondents refused to make any comment about

how their work was affiliated to others within the street

prostitution industry. On the basis of these responses,

however, two types of owners could be identified within the

street prostitution industry. These included a group of

individuals who owned their own labour and worked as

independents, and a group of non-producers who received

money from the practice of prostitution and exercised

control over the labour of prostitutes who were working

within the industry.

Although the actual proportion of independents in

relation to dependents could not be determined from the

data, prostitutes and police indicated that a minority of

the prostitutes who were working on any particular stroll

were working as independents. For example, police officers

in all of the cities provided similar estimations of the

relative proportions of independent and dependent producers;

... most of the women on the street are

working for people. Some pay just t�
use a guy's name. I'd say that about
half the girls out there are working for

someone, another quarter are probably
working to support their man. At most,
the other quarter out there are working
for themselves or just paying something
to use someone's name

Twenty to thirty percent of the women on

the street are independent, but they all
like to think they are ... Even ones

working for a pimp and we know it, they
never say they're working for a pimp.
They might talk about their 'boyfriend'
every now and then.



As well, the prostitutes who claimed to be working as

independents frequently stated that the number of

prostitutes who worked for someone exceeded the number who

were able to work as independents. Moreover, there was a

general cohsensus among all of the respondents that the

status of independent was tenuous at best, and largely

dependent upon an individual's knowledge and experience, as

well as that individual's ability to cooperate with the

general regulations of the industry;

I am working as an independent but there
are not many girls out there that are

working on their own. It's all right
for me to work as an independent now

because I am known on the street and
others know that I used to have people.
You have to be established to be able to
work out there as an independent--you
can't just walk out there. The girls
that I don't know out there think that I
have people behind me--otherwise they
would be trying to get me to work for
their people. To remain independent,
you just can't have anything to do with

pimps at all or they start to hassle
you.

For anyone to survive out there, you
pretty well have to have people or at

least be able to make others believe
that you have people. If girls don't
have people they get kicked off the
street pretty fast or else they start

working for someone. The girls out

there do this themselves too, especially
if they're some player's main lady.

I know quite a few people on the street
and am able to work independently
because through my friends, I have been
able to make people believe that I have

people. Like I know some guys that will
let me use their name if anyone tries to

lean on me, but I don't pay anything to

anyone anymore. Don't know how much

longer I will be able to keep it up

114
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though. One of these days, itls going
to get out that 11m really not working
for anyone and then 1111 be in trouble.

In order to continue to work as independents these

prostitutes were forced to remain physically and socially

isolated from the pimps, and from the prostitutes that

worked for pimps within the industry. Consequently, th"e

independents tended to be located closer to the peripheries

of strolls and, as such, furthest away from the busiest

areas of the stroll. Although the independents could

exercise a relatively high degree of control over the

intensity and duration of their work, their ability to work

at all was limited by virtue of their position on the

stroll.

Further limitations were placed on the ability of

independents to compete with the prostitutes who were

working for pimps by virtue of the fact that their ability

to remain independent depended on their decision to

cooperate with the general regulations of the industry. For

example, all of the respondents �ho stated that they were

working as independents within a particular stroll

acknowledged that their prices for services were dictated by

the prices that were established on the stroll. Like all of

the prostitutes who were interviewed, the independents did

not identify undercutting as a device for increasing their

ability to work and compete within the industry.



116

The second group of owners that was identified within

the street prostitution industry did not work as

prostitutes, and was predominantly male. Of the thirteen

prostitutes who stated that they were not independent and

were working for someone, eleven stated that the person for

whom they were working was a male, while two stated that

. they were working for a female. Specific descriptions of

the female pimps within the street prostitution industry

indicated that these females were related to males who also

controlled prostitutes within the same city, or that their

control over street prostitution was limited to control over

juveniles who were working as prostitutes. Generally

speaking, the data indicated that female prostitutes who do

not work as independents are females who are working for

males.

Although no interviews were obtained from the

individuals within this group of male owners, the

prostitutes themselves provided detailed descriptions of the

characteristics of these males, as well as descriptions of

the types of relationships that existed between male owners,

and of the types of relationships that existed between these

owners and the prostitutes who worked for them. From these

descriptions it was found that the street prostitution

industry within each of the cities was organized and

controlled by a group of males who determined who could work

as a prostitute within a particular stroll, where

prostitutes could work within strolls, the intensity and
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duration of the work of individual prostitutes and the

amount of money that a prostitute could rea1ize as a

consequence of her work. In essence it was found that these

individuals exercised almost complete control over the lives

of the prostitutes who worked as dependents and in addition,

had a visible impact on the regulation of the working

activity of prostitutes who were working as independents.

Coinciding with the basic racial division between

Native and non-Native strolls within each city, the males

who controlled prostitutes within each of the strolls were

described as Native and non-Native, respectively.

Furthermore, none of the prostitutes who were interviewed

claimed to have any knowledge of the existence of

relationships between the Native and non-Native males who

exercised control over the prostitutes within each of the

strolls. Similar observations about the absence of

relations between Natives and non-Natives was 'provided by

the police respondents who were interviewed within each of

the cities.

Alternatively, within particular strolls in all of the

cities evidence was provided to suggest that the majority of

the individuals who controlled prostitution in the

non-Native stroll were predominantly non-White. For

instance, in Winnipeg all of the respondents stated that the

individuals who controlled prostitutes in the non-Native

stroll were predominantly Black and in Calgary respondents

consistently stated that the majority of the males were
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Black and, to a lesser degree, Lebanese "and White. Although
the data are insufficient to allow any conclusions to be

made about the racial composition of this group of owners,

respondents did note that race appeared to be related to the

conflicts and alliances that emerged within the group. In

Calgary in particular, one of the prostitutes claimed that;

Ninety per cent of the guys that are

controlling the girls out there are

Niggers ... Don't know much about Natives.
Rest of the guys are Lebanese and
White .... the Niggers, Lebs and Whites
don't get along too good. On
Street, one side of the street 1S

controlled by Niggers and the other side
by Whites.

According to another respondent from the same city;

Most of the pimps are Black and
Lebanese. The number of White pimps
around is minimal. As long as live been
working here, live only known three.
One of them was a guy in Vancouver,
another one had Italian backing. There
are one or two Chinese pimps around but
they're connected to the Chinese
mafia ... There is a fair amount of
competition between pimps. The Blacks
don't like the Lebs and the Lebs don't
like the Blacks. There is also a lot of
fighting within each bunch.

In addition to expressing the view that alliances and

struggles appeared to be related to race, the prostitutes

and the police in all cities stated that the men who

controlled prostitutes were also involved in a variety of

other activities that were, for the most part, illegal. The

specific activities that were most commonly identifed

included credit card fraud, fencing stolen property,
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gambling and drug dealing. Due to the network of relations

and activities in which a particular pimp may have been

involved, relations between this group of owners did not

appear to be restricted to relations that emerged as a

consequence of the street prostitution industry, per se.

Furthermore, it was generally implied by the prostitutes and

police that a particular pimp's success in these other

endeavours helped him to develop a strong reputation on the

street and, as such, provided a means by which he could

maintain and/or expand his relative power within the street

prostitution industry.

Observations that were documented about the behaviour

of the men that had been identified as pimps by police and

prostitutes tended to support the view that pimps were

involved in relations with one another of both a competitive

and cooperative nature. The fact that several of these

males were observed to congregate with one another in

restaurants, bars and after-hours clubs indicated that, at

the very least, there was a certain level of social

interaction between these males. Although it could not be

determined if these meeting places also served as meeting

places for discussing and conducting business with one

another, the open display of collaboration, as well as

eruptions of physical struggle between these individuals did

suggest that the interactions were not purely social.

It was also noted by several of the respondents in all

of the cities that the money that was made from prostitution
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was used to provide a basis of financial support for a

pimp's involvement in other activities such as gambling and

drug dealing. Moreover, instances of overlap between a

pimp's involvement in the street prostitution industry and

his involvement in other activities was not limited to the

movement of cash. That several of the prostitutes reported

that prostitutes did move between pimps, and that some of

these movements were the result of the pimp using one of his

prostitutes to payoff a gambling debt with another pimp

indicated that the prostitute was used as a form of property

between pimps. In other instances, it was reported that

pimps were known to have sold a prostitute outright to

another' pimp for a cash payment.

On the other hand, prostitutes did report that there

was competition between pimps for prostitutes, and that some

of the movement of prostitutes between pimps was actually

initiated by the prostitutes themselves;

Girls do change their pimps. Maybe if

they have been beaten one too many times
they will consider going to work for
someone else. If you want to change
pimps, you have to talk to some of the
other girls. Pimps often have their
women recruiting other women for them.
If you talk to one of these women then

they will ask their man if he wants to
take you on. If he says yes, then you
just start working for him. If there is

any hassle about it, it will generally
take place between the men. They don't
usually come down on the girl if she has
already moved to another pimp.
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The competition between pimps for workers was also evidenced

by the fact that independents and dependents expressed

similar fears about associating with Black men who were

visibly associated with the street prostitution industry.

As one respondent in Calgary explained;

You never talk to a Black and you never

go with a Black date. Just talking to
or dancing with a Black can result in
the guy putting a charge on you and if
they put a charge on you it takes
forever to pay it off.

The charge that the woman was referring to was identified by

other respondents as amounting to approximately $1500.00 to

$2000.00. Although this strategy was more often used to

compel independents to work for pimps, it also provided a

mechanism by which pimps could take prostitutes from other

pimps. Since the amount of money that a prostitute received

was limited by the pimp for whom she was working at the

time, it was virtually impossible for her· to pay the charge

and satisfy her pimp at the same time. Unless the pimp· for

whom she was working was willing and able to pay the charge

or have it removed, the prostitute was forced to work for

the pimp who had levied the charge.

Unfortunately the descriptions of the relationships

that existed between pimps were sketchy and, as such,

conclusions about relationships within this group of owners

are necessarily speculative. However, on the basis of the

data that are available it appears that the male pimps

within a particular stroll compete with one another for



workers and for territory. Alternatively, the fact that

these individuals were involved in a variety of illegal

activities that were supported by their involvement in the

street prostitution industry as well as having a reciprocal

effect on their ability to operate within the street

prostitution industry establishes a basis for concluding

that relations between pimps extended beyond the street

prostitution industry. Combined with the general fact that

it was in the interests of all pimps who exercised control

within a particular stroll to keep other pimps from

attempting to move onto the stroll, a basis for concluding

that there was a degree of cooperation between pimps within

strolls is established. Finally, the pre�ence of

independents on a particular stroll would also suggest that

pimps shared a basic interest in keeping the numbers of

independents down in order to ensure that the presence of

independents did not hinder their ability to maintain

control over the prostitutes who were working for them.

Unlike the information that was obtained about relations

between pimps, descriptions of the nature of the

relationships that existed between pimps and the prostitutes

who worked for them were somewhat more detailed since the

majority of the prostitutes who were interviewed possessed

first-hand knowledge of these relationships. Consequently,

the data allow for a number of generalizations about the

form and consequences of these relationships.

Firstly, all of the descriptions of relationships

122
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between pimps and the prostitutes who worked for them

identified the movement of money from prostitutes to pimps

as a fundamental aspect of the relationship. However, there

was some variance between respondents as to the relative

amount of money that was involved. In Winnipeg, for

example, the prostitutes stated that pimps imposed a daily

quota on the prostitutes who were working within their

territory. For some the quota was a fixed amount and the

respondents indicated that anything in excess of the quota

could be kept by the prostitute herself. For others, the

quota was a percentage of the prostitute's total earnings

for tne day. The actual amounts that were identified ranged

from $120.00 to $150.00 for fixed quotas and 40 to 50 per

cent for variable quotas.

Within these types of relationships, however, the

prostitute assumed primary responsiblity for her own

maintenance and for any work related costs that were

encountered. Although clients would pay for hotel and motel

rooms in some instances, many of the prostitutes identified

this as one of their costs. Other work related costs that

were identified included condoms, cosmetics, shoes, clothes,

babysitting, alcohol and drugs, and tips to cab drivers,

waitresses and desk clerks. Due to a general reluctance to

provide estimates of the amount of money that was made and

the fluctuations that existed within the industry as well as

in the actual amount of work related costs, it is impossible

to determine what prostitutes earned. It is noteworthy,
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however, that only one of the respondents stated that she

had savings. On the contrary, the majority of respondents

indicated that the money that was made was generally spent;

The more you make, the more you throw
away. The first few years are your
best, and those you lose--can't tell the
girls that their money is going to drop
when they're making $300-$500 a night.
It only lasts so long.

In Saskatoon and Calgary the prostitutes who were

working for pimps stated that they were expected to turn

over 100 per cent of the money that they took in;

Most of the money that girls make for
their man goes to cocaine and to flashy
items for him. The girl will get enough
money to pay for a hotel room and food.
Not much more. If they live with the

guy, they are usually paying for
everything for the both of them.

They take all your earnings. The girl
gets back what the pimp thinks she's
worth--depends on how much money she
makes. If she's not a good money-maker
she gets fewer shoes, fewer clothes,
fewer nice things.

At first I paid everything to a pimp.
Then I got smart and started holding out
at least one trick for myself.

In addition to demanding all of the money that the

prostitutes made, these pimps would also impose a minimum

amount and use specific measures to ensure that the women

complied with their demands. Since a frequent consequence

of not meeting these demands was' physical abuse, it was not

unusual for respondents to indicate that the amount of money

that they were' expected to make had a direct bearing on the
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intensity and duration of their work;

He threatened me all the time when I
didn't bring home enough money. Never
told me what enough was. Broke my nose

three times for not bringing in enough
money. He liked me to bring home at
least the money for three tricks. I
always did but sometimes it wasn't
enough.

He beat me because I didn't want to hit
the streets and work. When he beat me,
I got out and hustled my ass.

Some of the pimps are pretty bad right
now. Girls get beaten regularly--for
not making enough mon.ey and for· holding
back on money.

A second common denominator that was identified in the

descriptions of relations between pimps and the prostitutes

who worked for them was the tendency for pimps to use a

combination of viol.ence, and physical and emotional

dependency as mechanisms for maintaining control over the

prostitutes. In addition to citing incidences of abuse for

not bringing in enough money or for holding money back,

several of the prostitutes noted that pimps often used drug

dependencies as a means of controlling the prostitutes who

worked for them;

The pimps are into drugs. They get the

girls hooked on drugs so that they have
to rely on him--once she's a heroin
addict, money is not so important.
She'll turn over everythng because he'll
be holding out on a fix.

Others cited familial relationships, i.e., brothers and

sisters, affection and isolation as specific strategies that

to develop and maintain control over thewere used by p i mps
� � - - � �
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prostitutes who were working for him. Another obvious

strategy that was effective in keeping the prostitutes

dependent was economic deprivation, especially in those

circumstances where the prostitute was relinquishing all of

her earnings to the pimp.

Although pimps were clearly identified as individuals

who had the greatest degree of control over the working

activity of individual prostitutes, over the general

operation of the industry within strolls and, to a lesser

degree, over the relationships that existed between strolls,

it was also found that a definite hierarchy of relationships

existed within strolls and within the enterprises of

individual pimps. In order to explore the general

organization and consequences of this hierarchy within the

street prostitution industry, the next section of this

chapter has been devoted to a description of the management

relations that were identified within strolls.

5.3 Management

In the previous section it was argued that the data

provided evidence to indicate that pimps are a group of

owners within the street prostitution industry who exercise

a high degree of control over their workers and over the

territory where their workers are located. In addition, it

was found that this group of owners also exercised a degree

of control over the prostitutes who work as independents.

At this point it should be noted that the pimps are a

relatively invisible group of owners on the street. The
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most obvious explanation for this observation is the fact

that the activities of pimps within the street prostitution

industry are specifically illegal and, as such, subject to

regulation and control by the police. Moreover, all of the

police respondents who were interviewed acknowledged that

the apprehension and control of pimps was a specific

objective of their work in relation to street prostitution,

and that this objective was given priority over the control

of the prostitutes who were working on the street.

Consequently, in order to avoid being apprehended by the

police for pimping, the male owners within the street

prostitution industry were forced to limit the visibility of

their relationships with prostitutes as workers.

Evidence that was obtained from the prostitutes in all

cities indicated, however, that the hierarchical

or g ani z at ion 0 f w 0 r k e r s wit h ins t r 01 1 san d wit hi n i _n d i vi d u a 1

enterprizes on strolls served to compensate for any

restrictions that were imposed on the male owners, at the

same time that it functioned to maintain the regulations

that were necessary for the smooth operation of the

industry. More specifically, the hierarchical organization

of workers and relationships within strolls and enterprizes

was found to enforce and solidify the authority of male

owners, and provide a degree of regulation over the quality

and prices of services, as well as the health and safety of

workers.

As argued in the previous section of this chapter, the
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male owners ultimately controlled the street prostitution

industry "by virtue of their ability to create and maintain

the conditions by which prostitutes and territories were

viewed to be the property of individual pimps. In this

section, the prostitutes' descriptions of daily working

relations within strolls and enterprizes will be used to

demonstrate. how the implementation of authority and control

was accomplished within the relationships that were

established between workers.

Generally speaking, all the prostitutes who were

interviewed expressed an awareness of the delegation of

authority within strolls. Moreover, the delegation of

authority was described as a process that flowed down from

the male owners of enterprizes, to.the 'main ladies' within

enterprizes, to the remainder of the prostitutes who were

allowed to work within the boundaries of a particular

stroll.

Although there was variance in the number of

prostitutes who were reported to be working for particular

pimps, only two of the prostitutes who stated they were

working for pimps claimed to be the only prostitute working

for that pimp. Of the remainder of these respondents, three

reported that they did not know how many prostitutes were

working for their pimp and eight respondents reported

numbers of workers that ranged from two to seven.

Typical descriptions of the nature of the relationships

between prostitutes and between prostitutes and pimps within
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enterprizes identified the existence .of a 'main lady' within

enterprizes;

My pimp has four women working for him.
His main lady is the main money earner.

11m his second lady and I refer to her
as my sister-in-law.

A pimp will scope you to see how solid
you are. Then his main lady will watch
for awhile to make sure that you are

okay.

Generally, the 'main lady' was depicted as a worker who was

intimately affiliated with her pimp and occupied the most

desirable position within that pimp's enterprize. Because

the 'main lady' was assigned to the prime location within

the pimp's territory she was expected to be the main money

earner within the enterprize. She was also responsible for

recruiting and training new workers, monitoring the

activities of fellow workers and for receiving cash-ins from

the other workers. As a worker whose position was directly

related to her ability to please her pimp, both personally

and professionally, the 'main lady' occupied a position that

was both desirable and unstable.

The general knowledge that it was in the interest of

all workers to keep their pimp pleased in order to avoid

discipline, and the fact that some workers aspired to the

position of 'main lady', established a basis for the

development of both competitive and cooperative

relationships between the prostitutes. The overall effect

was to induce workers to participate in the regulation of

their own activity, as well as to participate in the
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regulation of the working activity of others in order to

ensure that her own ability to work was not placed in

jeopardy;

If we find out that any of the girls out
there have something or if they aren't

using safes, we get them off the street
pretty fast--we'll use physical force if
we have to.

You get beaten by other girls if you use.
no safes, cut prices or are caught
fooling around with girls' old men.

Workers who held money back or did not work as hard as the

others were also subject to discipline by their co-workers;

Some women do hold money back but if the
pimp finds out, he will beat the shit
out of her. If he doesn't the other

girls that are working for him will
because if one girl is holding back then
the other girls have to work harder to
make the money right.

Although competitive relations between workers were

readily apparent, there was also an atmosphere of

cooperation between the prostitutes. The most obvious basis

for the development of cooperative relations between the

workers were the hazards that the clients could represent to

the workers. Aspects of this cooperation were evident in

the strategies that were used to enhance the protection of

one another;

We all sort of look after one another
out there ... keep track of licence
numbers. Usually we go to the same

places so the girls get to know where
each other is going.

There are a couple of women who spot for
me. I tell them at the beginning of the
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night which hotel 11m using.

While elements of competition and cooperation were

clearly evident within enterprizes, these relationships were

not limited to enterprizes. As previously indicated, it was

in the. general interest of the workers to please the pimp

for whom they were working. Consequently, if this meant

recruiting other prostitutes to work for their pimp, or

limiting the activity of prostitutes who worked for other

pimps, the women were prepared to do so. At the same time,

however, most of the respondents indicated that they would

cooperate with prostitutes from other enterprizes if it was

necessary to do so in order to enhance their overall safety.

Throughout this discussion of the management relations

that exist within strolls it has been suggested that workers

are organized into a hierarchy within enterprizes. Earlier

it was implied that the enterprizes themselves are organized

into a hierarchy on the basis of the status of the male

owner. Given this description of the organizational

structure within the street prostitution industry, it may be

concluded that the hierarchies that are established serve to

regulate the operation of street prostitution within strolls

by regulating the working activity of individual

prostitutes. Furthermore, it appears evident from this

description that the workers are active participants in the

regulation of their own work, and the regulation of the work

of other prostitutes. More importantly, by participating in
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the regulation of the working activity within the street

prostitution industry, the prostitutes assist in the

protection of male owners from apprehension by the police

for their involvement in the street prostitution industry.

Consequently, it appears that the workers assist in the

creation of their own subjection within. the street

prostitution industry. In order to pursue this aspect of

the work of street prostitutes in further detail, the next

section of this chapter has been devoted to an examination

of the concept of alienated labour, as it is expressed in

the relations between the owners of labour and the producers

of commodified intimacy within the street prostitution

industry.

5.3 labour

In the discussion of owners earlier in this chapter, it

was found that two types of owners can be identified within

the street prostitution industry. These owners were

described as a group of independents who owned and

controlled their own labour within the general confines of

the street prostitution industry and a group of male owners

who did not work as prostitutes, but owned and controlled

the labour power of individuals who did work as prostitutes.

On the basis of this observation it may be deduced that

there are also two forms of labour within the street

prostitution industry, and that the regulation of these

different forms of labour corresponds to these different

relations of ownership. In order to explore this dimension
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of the street prostitution industry in greater detail, the

following discussion has been constructed so as to describe

these specific social relations of production within the

street prostitution industry. The objective for

constructing this description is to produce an analysis of

the concept of alienated labour as it is expressed in the

production of commodified intimacy.

As previously noted, independents within the street

prostitution industry own and control their own labour.

Since these individuals do not work for someone other than

themselves, they have not alienated their labour in a

process that takes place prior to the alienation of their

product in the circulation of commodified intimacy.

Therefore, the alienation of labour and the alienation of

the product are one process, and it would be expected that

the labour of independents is subject to regulation by the

structures of domination and subordination that serve to

regulate the circulation of commodified intimacy.

An examination of the reasons that independents

provided for choosing to work as street prostitutes tended

to indicate that these women viewed prostitution as a viable

economic option in light of their personal circumstances;

11m not impressed with what the straight
life has to offer women. Women are so

put down. A lot of prostitutes have
more sense of themselves than straight
girls. I have a better sense of what I
am ... l have freedom--donlt have to put
up with the bullshit of boss, hours,
drudgery of straight life. live never

been on unemployment or welfare.
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I got started because I wanted the
money ... Once I got started and making
the money, it didn't seem like such a

big deal. People do worse things for a

living.

These women also indicated that it was their need for money

that dictated the intensity and duration of their work, or

whether they worked at all. Consequently, if these women

did not need money they could choose not to work, or they

could also exercise selectivity as to the types of services

they were willing to sell and the clients to whom they were

willing to sell services. Overall, the general impression

that independents provided was that they were relatively

free agents who exercised considerable control over the

regulation of their working activity.

On the other hand, it ·must be acknowledged that the

choices that these independents made were within the.

confines of the market in commodified intimacy and the

street prostitution industry. In light of the discussion

thus far, this meant that the working activity of

independents was subject to regulation by the fluctuations

and pressures of the market, and an industry that was

largely controlled by the male owners of dependent

prostitutes. More specifically, it meant that the location

of work, the regulation of prices and, ultimately, the

ability to work, were in fact subject to regulation by the

male owners, and enforced by means of direct compulsion,

i.e., violence. Consequently, it is apparent that the
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working activity of independents was subject to regulation

by a combination of competition and compulsion.

Despite this observation, however, it is still

reasonable to conclude that the independents· were relatively

free agents. For example, much like other independents· who

compete with established industries, these prostitutes did

exercise ·control over their working activity within the·

confines of established regulations. More importantly, all

of the independents stated that if they chose to, they could

leave this type of work. Although the choice may have been

limited by virtue of their particular skills, it was a

choice, nevertheless.

Alternatively, the description of the relationship

between the male owners and the prostitutes who worked for

them presented a much different set of circumstances for the

workers. Strictly speaking, these individuals had alienated

their labour in a process that took place prior to the

alienation of the product in circulation. As such, these

individuals did not control their own labour, or the product

of that labour. Consequently, according to Marx's theory of

alienation, these individuals were subject to the structures

of domination and subordination that are expressed in the

social relations of production. In other words, the working

activity of the dependent prostitutes was subject to the

social relations of production that resulted in the product,

viz. commodified intimacy. In order to construct an

analysis of this form of alienated labour within the street
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prostitution industry, it is useful to examine how these

women entered the industry and were maintained within the

industry.

Although specific circumstances varied between

respondents, a general pattern of entrance into the industry

could be identified. For example, two of the women

explained their entrance in the following manner;

When I first moved to Calgary, I was

working two jobs and just wasn't making
anything. The Black guy 1i.ving next
door to me was really nice to me and
started buying me gifts. I thought it
was really sweet of him and didn't think
of refusing them. Then the other guy
next door, he was Black too, told me

what was happening. He kind of saved me

from working for the guy next door but
it wasn't long before I was working for
him. Hew a s my old man for a w h i 1 e, ...

we lived together. My working was

helping us to get the things that we

both wanted. I didn't know it at the
time but he was pimping me.

When I was fifteen, I started going with
a guy who was twenty-five. At sixteen,
I was pregnant by him and had a

stillborn. At seventeen, he had me

talked into working the streets for him.
I wanted to fit in someplace. This guy
let me fit into the black world so I

stayed with him because I wanted to

belong somewhere.

Others stated that they had been recruited by other women

who were already working;

One girl came home with money and I
talked to her. She told me what to do;
How much to charge, to use safes, where
to go, to carry a knife and that I had
to have an old man.

I babysat for a woman who was a hooker.
I began hanging around with her and her
friends. Everyone always had money and
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clothes. I decided to give it a try as

a professional--you know, working at it
all the time. I asked the woman I

babysat for to turn me out and she set
me up on her corner with her friends.

In the majority of cases that were reported, the

circumstances of the individuals were such that they could

be recruited and a relation of dependency established after

the fact. In others, however, the dependency was imposed

from the outset;

I was on the street (thirteen years old)
and this man asked me if I needed or

wanted a place to stay and some food. I
said sure and went with him to his
house. He picked up eight of us that
night. We were given a shot of

speed--syringed and had our first trick.

However for all cases that were reported, the individuals

were vulnerable in some way and, as such, could be recruited

or forced into the industry.

Once individuals had begun to work for a male owner,

the strategies for keeping them in the industry varied.

Some of the more common methods that were identified were

isolation, drug dependency, attention, and economic

deprivation. Ultimately, however, the mechanism that could

and would be used was physical force. Consequently, the

dependent prostitutes were kept working by creating a form

of dependency between the male owner and the worker, or

forcing the worker to stay through intimidation and

violence. The power that the male owners held over the
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workers was often described as absolute, and the only way

that many envisioned leaving a pimp was to go to work for

another pimp.

Since many of the workers firmly believed that they had

no choice but to stay, the male owners did effectively own

these workers as property and as previously indicated,

treated them like property. Therefore, it was not unusual

to hear reports of prostitutes being traded and sold between

pimps. Unlike the independents, the dependents were not

free agents. Rather, they were a form of bonded labour that

was maintained as property through compulsion, the means of

compulsion being a combination of relations of dependency

and force, such that the worker is forced to participate in

her own subjection, as well as that of others.

5.5. Summary

This chapter began with the proposition that the

analysis of the·concept of alienated labour within street

prostitution necessitates an analysis of the social

relations of production of commodified intimacy.

Consequently, the overall objective of the chapter was to

determine the social form of labour that is expressed within

the production of commodified intimacy. This analysis was

organized around the social relations of production that are

established between owners, managers and workers within the

street prostitution industry.

The discussion of owners led to the identification of

two types of owners within the street prostitution industry.
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These owners were identified as a group.of independent

owners who controlled their own labour, and a group of male

owners who controlled the labour of others. The discussion

was developed further to expose the relations that exist

between, and within these groups, and it was concluded that

the group of male owners exercise a high degree of control

over workers and dominate within the street prostitution

industry, over all.

The examination of the management relations within

enterprizes revealed that there is a hierarchical

organization of workers within and between enterprizes.

Moreover, it was concluded that this organizational

structure facilitates the regulation of the street

prostitution industry, and serves to protect male owners

from legal regulation.

Finally, the concept of alienated labour was analyzed

as it is expressed in the relations between the owners of

labour, and the producers of commodified intimacy. From

this analysis it was concluded that the street prostitution

industry encompasses two forms of alienated labour. The two

forms of alienated labour that were identified were the

alienated labour of free agents that is expressed in

circulation, and the bonded labour of workers that is

expressed in production.

The final chapter of this thesis will provide a summary

of the discussion thus far, and will explore how the

existence of these two forms of alienated labour are related



to the broader issue of the exploitation of prostitutes.
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6. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In the introduction to this thesis it was argued that

narrow variations on the theme of social control have

dominated within the Sociology of Prostitution and the field

of studies concerned with prostitution generally. More

specifically, the study of rrostitution, like legal and

social responses to the practice of prostitution, have

relied on a vision of social control that promotes notions

of social unity, and assumes the existence of shared

normative systems. Since, according to this view,

prostitution is a deviation from the norm, the Sociology of

Prostitution has been aimed at determining why individuals

become involved in prostitution. The overall objective has

been to locate a cause for the existence of prostitution in

the socialization of individuals, the social structure or

some combination of the two, and to explain how this problem

can be corrected or reduced. Depending upon the particular

focus of analysis and conclusion about cause, the typical

response has been to suggest that legal reforms like

legalization, criminalization or decriminalization be

introduced. Consequently, the sociological analysis of

prostitution has emerged from, and responded to, prevailing

currents of legal and social reaction to the practice of

prostitution.

More recently, Marxist and Femirist scholars have

introduced a critical orientation into the Sociology of

Prostitution and the conceptualization of social control
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themes has altered accordingly. Instead of viewing social

control as something that can and should be imposed on

society, social control is viewed as the outcome of

relations of domination and subordination. Given this

general emphasis, prostitution is viewed as a social problem

that reflects particular structures of domination and

subordination and, as such, must be corrected by identifying

and implementing an appropriate combination of social and

legal reforms. Although this body of literature continues

to pro�ote the view that prostitution is wrong, the

prostitute is more likely to be depicted as a victim of

economic and sexual exploitation, than a deviant. While

this body of literature has helped to bring the analysis of

prostitution from the fringes of criminological research

into the mainstream of social theory, it fails to explain

how the practice of prostitution is exploitative.

This research study was designed'to "question the basic

assumption that prostitution is inherently exploitative by

explaining how the economic organization of the practice of

prostitution is related to the exploitation of prostitutes.

The theoretical �nd methodological system of thought that

guided this analysis was Marx's historical and economic

theory. Within this opus of theoretical and methodological

thought, exploitation is a concept that refers specifically

to tre appropriation of labour. Consequently, the

appropriation of labour was identified as a point of

departure for the analysis of the relationship between the
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economic organization of prostitution and the exploitation

of street prostitutes.

In the review of relevant literature, Lucie Cheng

Hirata's analysis of the free, indentured and enslaved

labour of Chinese prostitutes in nineteenth-century America

was used as a basis for establishing the fact that

prostitution is both a profit-making enterprize and a labour

process. As such, Cheng's work provided a basis for

developing the analysis of the exploitation of street

prostitutes in terms of the labour and profit-making

relations that organize the practice.

The examination of Marx's aggregate of theoretical

thought through the eyes of Isaac Rubin, and the explication

of the maturation of Marx's economic theory from the theory

of alienation through the theory of commodity fetishism and

the labour theory of valu�, was u�ed to justify the use of

Marx's theory of alienation in this study. More

specifically, Marx's theory of alienation was identified as

an early attempt to expose how the exploitation of workers

in capitalist societies is secured in the wage-labour

relation that expresses the dominant social relation of

production within capitalist societies. Moreover, it was

argued that Marx's theory of alienation and his analysis of

the concept of alienated labour share the common ontological

point of departure of his later theories of commodity

fetishism and value. The basis for making this conclusion

was the observation that the basic theoretical and
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methodological principles of Marx's economic theory were

derived from the more general theoretical and methodological

principles of his theory of historical materialism.

In addition, it was pointed out that Marx's theory of

commodify fetishism and his labour theory of value reflect a

maturation in Marx's epistemological thought. More

importantly, this maturation of epistemological thought was

found to coincide with Marx's development of an economic

theory that was designed to expose and explain the specific

contradictions of the capitalist mode of production. Since

the concepts of reification and value were the focus of

these respective theories, it was concluded that these

concepts were more closely aligned with the empirical focus

of his economic thporv and, as such, more appropriate for

the analysis of the specific social relations of production

within the capitalist mode of �roduction. Alternatively,

the concept of alienated labour which was the focus of

Marx's theory of alienation was found to be more closely

aligned with the general theoretical and methodological

principles of Marx's theory of historical materialism. In

light of this observation, it was concluded that Marx's

theory of alienation would be an appropriate conceptual

framework for analyzing the social form of products and of

labour that may, or may not, be expressed within the context

of capitalist social relations of production. As will be

demonstrated in the following discussion, this particular

conceptual framework proved to be a fruitful approach to th"e
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analysis of the relationship between the economic

organization of street prostitution and the exploitation of

prostitutes.

The empirical component of this analysis has been an

ethnographic description of the profit-making relations and

labour relations that organize street prostitution in the

Canadian prairie region. The data for thjs ethnography were

obtained from a study that was funded by the Research

Division of the Department of Justice of Canada. The aim of

the research was to collect factual information about the

practice of street prostitution in Canada's prairie region

by interviewing individuals who had direct knowledge of the

practice in this region. The result was a total of

thirty-two completed interviews with prostitutes and

ex-prostitutes, and forty-six completed interviews with

police officers who worked in the cities that were studied.

The limitations of these data have been identified

throughout this study and will not be repeated at this

point.

In accurdance with the principles of Marx's theory of

alienation, the first empirical task of this study was to

construct an ethnographic description of the separation of

the producer from the product of labour. This was

accomplished by constructing a description of the social

form of the product of street prostitution, the market

place, and the circulation of the product in the market.

The specific social relations of production that provided a
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focus for this discussion were the relations that are

established between producers, and between producers and

consumers. Moreover, a particular emphasis was placed on

the relations of consumption, exchange, and distribution

that are established between these participants in the

street prostitution market.

By definition, the product of prostitution is a

commodity. However the analysis of this commodity at the

moment of its alienation by the producer, and appropriation

by the consumer, proved to be a useful means of identifying

what is exchanged and consumed in the street prostitution

market. The primary conclusion that was drawn from this

analysis was that the product of street prostitution is not

appropriately conceptualized as sex. A further examination

of the activities, time, and physical proximity between

individuals in this relation revealed that an appropriate

concept for describing the product of prostitution was

intimacy. The fact that intimacy was a commodity in this

particular relation resulted in the use of the concept of

commodified intimacy to represent the product of street

prostitution.

The description of the market place served to reveal

the existence of two similar, yet distinct market places

within each of the cities that were studied. Since the

similarities were found to be congruent with the objectives

of the market, the distinctions between markets were

noteworthy.
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Aside from location within the city, the .primary bases

for distinguishing between the markets in this study were

found to be the condition of the physical environment, the

prices for services, the race of the prostitutes, and to a

lesser degree, the age of the prostitutes who were working

in the market. Although it was found that the ghettoized

and lower-priced market was populated by Natives and

individuals who were on average younger, and the more

aesthetically pleasing and higher-priced market was

populated by non-Native individuals who were on average

older, it would be unreasonable to speculate why this was

observed. Quite obviously, the fact that the information

was obtained from a non-probability sample that may, or may

not, have been representative of these divisions could lead

to inappropriate conclusions about t�e divisions between the

markets in terms of race or age. However this particular

distribution of prostitutes, combined with the observation

that there was no indication of relationships between the

owners of labour within the different markets, is a

noteworthy observation and a definite avenue of

consideration for further research.

One of the most interesting findings of the analysis of

the street prostitution commodity market was the regulation

of prices within strolls. In fact it was this observation

that established a preliminary basis for concluding that the

street prostitution market is not a purely competitive

market and that certain elements of the market are
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determined in advance of the circulation of the product. In

other words, pricing was not a direct outcome of the

relationship between supply and demand. The further

analysis of price fixing revealed that the working activity

of all of the prostitutes within a stroll was subject to

regulation by factors other than free competition.

Another indicator of the regulation of street

prostitution by factors other than free competition was the

distribution of prostitutes within strolls which had an

effect on marketing and, in turn, on the productivity of

labour and profit making. Further probing into this area

revealed that within markets there were two types of

producers who were working and selling products in the

market. In addition to finding that one group of producers

was independent while the other group was working for

someone, it was found that the distribution of prostitutes

within the market was related to the social relation of

production in which the producer was located.

Quite clearly, the prostitutes who were working for

someone were located in more advantageous positions for the

purpose of marketing their product and, as such, were in a

more advantageous position for profit making due to the

potential for increased productivity. On the other hand,

the independents worked nearer to the periphery of the

stroll where they were less visible and seemingly less

accessible to clients. Since it was apparent that this

distribution of types of producers within markets was not
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merely the random outcome of free competition between

producers, it was concluded that the analysis of the social

form of the product in circulation could provide, at best, a

partial explanation of the appropriation of the prostitute's

labour and her subjection within the practice of street

prostitution.

To pursue the nature of the relationship between profit

making and the organization and appropriation of labour in

greater detail, focus was shifted from an analysis of the

separation of the producer from the product of labour, to

the separation of the producer from the activity of

production. In other words, the focus of analysis was

shifted from an analysis of the alienation of things in the

circulation of products to an analysis of the alienation of

self in the activity of production.

In production it was found that two owners, in the sense

that owner refers to control over the means of production

and the labour component that is necessary for production,

could be identified. The first of these groups included a

group of independents who controlled working locations

nearer to the periphery of the stroll, as well as their own

labour for the purpose of profit making. The others were a

group of male owners who controlled territories within the

centre area of the stroll, and appropriated the labour of

producers who worked as prostitutes in these territories for

the purpose of profit making.

The further analysis of relations within and between
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these groups of owners served to reveal that, overall, the

practice of street prostitution within these cities was

rigidly organized, and subject to control by the male owners

who had a monopoly over the ability to regulate the

industry. The means by which this monopoly was established

and maintained was found to be a combination of structured

competition, and ultimately, compulsion. Within the street

prostitution industry, the independents were found to be a

group of relatively free agents who were allowed to work by

virtue of their submission to the overall stucture of the

industry. This meant that although they were allowed to

exercise control over their immediate labour process, their

profit-making abilities were restricted by the limitations

that were imposed on their ability to compete in the

i.ndustry. The basis of these limitations was found to be

compulsion which was maintained through relations of

intimidation and physical force.

On the other hand, profit making and labour relations

in the core of the street prostitution industry were found

to be purely exploitative. Within this sector, control over

the means of production was absolute and the female labour

component was bonded to the male owners of individual

enterprizes by means of relations of dependency and,

ultimately, violence. Because the bonding of the labour was

secured in direct relations between the male owners and the

female workers, it was possible to impose a rigid hierarchy

of management into the work place which compelled workers to
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participate in their own subjection, as well as the

subjection of other workers. For all intent and purposes,

these workers were not free agents within the industry and,

as such, had little or no control over the labour process.

Moreover, since the appropriation of labour was near to

absolute the participation of the worker in profit making

was virtually denied beyond the level of subsistence. In

the most extreme circumstances the worker was viewed and

treated as private property. The analysis of the concept of

alienated labour within the practice of street prostitution

attests to Marx's revelation that "although private property

appears to be the basis and'cause of alienated labour, it is

rather a consequence of the latter."l
In conclusion, the contribution of this study to the

Sociology of Prostitution is admittedly humble. However, it

does serve to demonstrate that Marx's theory and method of

historical materialism is a fruitful approach to the

analysis of prostitution in contemporary societies.

Firstly, it is an approach that is objective and, as such,

is an appropriate framework in which to conceptualize and

study the problem of pro?titution. At the very least, it

enables the sociological researcher to avoid becoming

embroiled in a host of questions about the morality of

prostitution that are o�tside of the realm of sociological

analysis.

Moreover, it allows the researcher to use the social

and historical form of prostitution as a point of departure
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subordination that are revealed in the practice are

reproduced and transformed within the practice, and within

the society in which the practice is located. The

importance of this point of departure is reflected in the

research problems that it identifies. For example, the

further understanding of the practice of prostitution and

the exploitation of prostitutes in contemporary societies

may be enhanced by examining the transformation of the

labour process within the practice. One of the most obvious

applications would be the analysis of the concept of

alienated labour within other forms of prostitution, like

escort services, that co-exist with the street prostitution

industry. The enhanced understanding of the transformation

of the labour process within prostitution would have

considerable application in the development of social and

legal responses to the problems of prostitution in society.

Alternatively, the application of this general approach

to the intersection of the forms of alienated labour that

are revealed in the practice o{ prostitution with the

dominance of the wage-labpur form in capitalist societies

could contribute significantly to the broader understanding

of the relationship between sex and class in capitalist

societies.

Finally, the significance of the gaps in empirical

knowledge about prostitution was evidenced by the

limitations that the data source in this study imposed on

153
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the conclusions and speculations that could be made. The

empirical research that could be undertaken is virtually

limitless. For example, the gap in knowledge about racial

and generational divisions within prostitution has already

been acknowledged. It might also be added that there is a

significant gap in knowledge about male prostitution

generally, and male homosexual prostitution in particular.

In another vein, information as to the state of health and

safety in the workplace, and the services that prostitutes

need and use as workers would be of importance. Another

area of interest is the impact and effect of the broader

legal regulations on the work experiences of prostitutes and

the work place. In essence, by bringing the prostitute and

her or his work into the mainstream of social theory the

options for research do become endless.
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