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ABSTRACT 

 

Chris Scribe’s dissertation is premised around Indigenous leadership and learning. He worked 

with the University of Saskatchewan Human Ethics board to redesign what constitutes relational 

ethics and sources of knowledge for what traditionally has constituted a “literature review.” His 

work is premised on the knowledge of traditional Elders and how that knowledge is “owned”, 

“(re)-presented” and granted source credit. 

Chris’ dissertation is framed through a creative Indigenous cosmology that privileges 

orality, experiential learning, and artistic expression. Rather than offering a written work that 

privileges the language of the colonizer, his work is based in an oral and video docu-story that 

incorporates cultural expression and symbology. In this journey, Chris articulates through dance, 

artistic expression, and kinship the ways in which ancestral knowledge of leadership and learning 

is enacted, along with how he positions himself in his responsibilities to the ancestors, to the 

land, and to this knowledge. 

His work maintains academic standards of rigour but is organized in a non-traditional 

format. Throughout the video, he situates himself in his social location, and also his ancestral 

territorial locations, from where he explains the impetus for his work on Indigenous leadership 

and education, its significance, and his role and space. He then explains the Indigenous 

cosmology within which he is working, describing it through the use of a framework that he has 

created using Indigenous symbolism, life cycle, and relationships to learning and leading. He 

discusses the ethical journey he has travelled to incorporate the appropriate protocols in which he 

has engaged (through the University of Saskatchewan and with Knowledge Keepers) in order to 

access and share knowledge from the Elders to whom he has spoken on issues of leadership and 

learning (that also informs his conceptualization). He speaks about how he represents his 
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learnings on educational leadership and his role (and others’ responsibilities) for using this 

knowledge to inform leadership practice. The final portion of the docu-story includes the 

overlaying of Indigenous leadership story-work over the “text” of a treaty document in order to 

represent the juxtapositions of understandings at play in the relationship between colonizers and 

Indigenous peoples that has impacted constructions of learning and leadership for Indigenous 

peoples. The final analysis culminates in an “accounting” of his research and learning on a 

buffalo robe. 
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