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A hundred years ago who was there to foretell

e

the future of the vast western lands which now constitute

a part of the Dominion of Canada! To demonstrate the
influences which contributed to the formation of a final
settlement regarding this territory and its ultimate
transfer to Canada is the purpose of our present theme.

As a background for our discussion let us first review

the general situation as it existed at that time.

Canada itself in the early part of the nineteenth century
comprised only two blocks of territory, Upper and Lower
Canada, bordering upon the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence
River. To the east were the Maritime Provinces of British
North America and west of Canada and in no way connected
with it stretched a great tract of land popularly suprosed
to be fit for nothing save the production of furs, a distant
frozen wilderness, quite beyond the horizon of the ordinary
Canadian citizen. To understand the cause of this
indifference in the minds of many to the West and its fate,
one must look far back in the annals of its history. *This
great lone land of the setting sun® had been for years
under the sway of the Hudson's Bay Company, a fur-trading
concern of illustrious name. As the history of the West

was 1o a great extent analogous with the history of this
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firm, to understand the one, it is necessary to know the
others We shall then review the history of this company.

As far back as 1070, when Frence still claimed
the St. Lawrence Bzsin, Charles 11 of England had granted
charter rights over the whole of the Hudson's Bay Watershed,
except land under some other Christian Prince or State to
#Certain Merchant Adventurers®. Amongst these were Prince
Rupert, cousin of the King, the Duke of Albemarle, the Earl
of Craven, and others. The charter was unprecedented in
its generosity in that these merchant adventurers were
given such extraordinary powers as those of exclusive trade
with the Indians for their rich furs, the building of forts,
and even the organization of a military force. In this way
they were constituted absolute proprietors of over 1,000,000
square miles of territory with the privilege to make laws,
constitutions and ordinances, and to provide penalties and
punishments for their violation. For all this they were teo
pay the t®lMerry Monarch® and his heirs two black elks and
two black beavers, whenever he or his successors entered
the lands which he had granted. Thus by the King's ignhorance
was "granted away" an empire and the famous institution known
as the Hudson's Bay Company was created. The great territory,
the scene of the Company's activities, was given the name of
Rupert's Land.

To show how completely the land was given over to
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the company we quote extracts from the cherter, a singularly
good plece of literary and legal workmanship.

"We do make, ordain, constitute, establish,
confirm and declare by these presents and
that by the same name of *Governor and
Company of Advenrturers of England Trading
into Hudson's Bay', they shall have perpet-
ual succession, and that their successors,
by the name of 'The Governor and Company of
Adventurers of England Trading into Hudson's
Bay' be end at all times hereafter shall be,
personable and capable in law to have, pur-
chase, receive, possess, enjoy and retain
lands, rents, privileges, liberties, Jjuris-
dictions, franchises, and hereditaments, of
what kind, nature or quality so ever they
be, to them and thelr successors".

And agsin,

tGrant unto them and their successors the

sole trade and commerce of all those seas,

straits, bays, rivers, lakes, creeks and

sounds, in whatsoever letitude they shall

be, that lie within the entrance of the

straits, commonly called Hudson's Straits,

together with all the lands, cowntries and

territories upon the coasts and confines

of the seas, straits, bays, lakes, rivers,

creeks and sounds aforesaid, which are not

now actually possessed by any of our subjects,

or by the subjects of any other Christian

Prince or State®. ##

By this charter was the feudal system transported
from the old world to the new, and the charter was also the
means of creating a system by which officers of the company
ruled their domain for two hundred years. %"In the charter
lay the secret of all the company's success and all its
failures; of its almost paternal care of the Indians ----=-
of its almost royal generosity when a dependent fell by the

way"s. OFf this charter and its tremendous bearing upon the

# Martin, "Selkirk's work in Caneda®...Appendix A, Page 197.
## Ibid... Page 196.
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history of the West it will be necessary 1o say more from
time to time.

Hence we find the Hudson's Bay Company established
in 1670, and ready to follow ihe lines of trade opening from
the Bay to the interior. But as there was no organized
opposition at that time, the Hudson's Bay men did not find
it necessary to go far inland. The whole fur-trade came
into their hands except that secured by individual French
traders from the St. Lawrence, who after securing licenses
from the Quebec governmenti, pushed westward beyond Lake
Superior. The differences in character between the French
and the English traders were recognized by the Indians who
rather preferred the gayer and more versatile Frenchmen;
nevertheless, when offered better prices, they paddled their
canoe loads of furs to the established company. When during
the years between 1690 and 1713 France and England grappled
in two terrible wars on the continent, the French in Canada
seized this opportunity to reteliate the loss of trade with
the Indians by capturing the Hudson's Bay posts. During
this period it was of no consequence to the French officlals
whether the furs were delivered at the northern post or
found their way down the St. Lawrence. But when the foris
were won back and the English had re-established themselves
on the Bay, Lavé}endrye, French trader and explorer ever

alive to. the interests of the fur-trade, missed no opportunity



highly valued®. #

In 1759 came the conquest of Canada by the English, and no
longer need the company fear rivalry from a now vanguished
people. But as time went on there came others to take the
place of the French Coureurs des Bois, and it was now the
people of English birth such as James Finlay and Thomas
Curry who sought furs in the west. Now al last the Hudson's
Bay Company had to change iis policy and send inland to get
for itself what was being taken away. In 1772 Mathew
Cocking, a servant of the company, teok his departure from
York Fort and traversed a route very similar to that taken
by Hendry eighteen years earlier. In the next year he was
sent up again, this time with Samuel Hearne, to build
Cumberland House on the Saskatchewan River.

For a quarter of a century onward the conflict
between opposing fur-tiraders was sharp and relentless. The
traders from Montreal realized at last that organization
was necessary when they saw the Indians demoralized by
their cut-throat policy, and in 1783 they combined to form
the North-West Company. Keen rivalry and matual antagonism,
characteristics of the fur-trade, were now limited to the
two organized concerns and went on more bitterly than before.
The newer company, displaying greater enterprise, planted
forts all the way through the west to the Pacific and almost

monopolized the trade of the interior. As an example one

# Burpee, "The Journal of Anthony Hendry, 1754-55. Page 331.
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might notice that the Hudson's Bay Company cnly reached the
Red River country in 1793, the date when MacKenzie, repres-
enting the North-Westers, reached the Pacific Coast. But
once the older company left the Bay, its spread over the
west became rapide.

One of the factors threatening trade and causing
uneasiness to the treder was the possibility of settlement
taking place. Fur-trade and colonizatlion were held to be
incompatible; with the coming of settlers and the tilling of
the so0il the traffic in pelts would of necessity suffer
disaster. To prevent this contingency, stories were con-
stantly being circulated by those interested to the effect
that the west was unfit for colonization. It is little
wonder then that the view of this great tract of land being
fit for nothing save the production of furs should take root
in the popular mind.

No history of the west and the Hudson's Bay Company
is complete without mention of one little settlement which
had grown up despite all efforts to prevent it. Lord
Selkirk, a Scotsman, descendant of the famous Douglas race
and sometimes called "The Apostle of Western Colonizationt®,
had become keenly interested in the regions described by
Alexander McKenzie in his book entitled "Voyages from
Montreal, on the River St. Lawrence Through the Continent

of North America, to the Frozen and Pacific Oceans: In the



Years 1789 to 1793". Selkirk determined to lead the
destitute multitudes of Scotland to this Utopia of his
imagination. Buying up Hudsont's Bay Company stock he soon
owned £,0,000 out of the £150,000 of its capital, which
gave him such a controlling interest that he was able to
acquire from the company an area of 160,000 square miles
now comprising parts of Manitoba, North Dakota and Minnesota,
one of the most fertile districts of the North American
continent. Fearing for its trade and jealous of this
intrusion of its hunting grounds, war to the knife was
carried on by the North-West Company against the colony. To
realize how deep-seated the animosity was we have only to
read an extract from a letter written by Simon MacGillivray,
cne of the outstanding men of the North-Westers, to thé
wintering partners. He says,

"It will require some time and I fear

cause much expense to us as well as to

himself, before he is driven tc abandon

the project; and yet he must be driven

to abandon it, for his success would

strike at the very existence of cur

Trade®.

As soon as the Earl had made arrangements with the
Hudson's Bgy Company he set sbout the task of securing his
colony, mainly from the north of Scotland. The North-West
Company did all in its power to dissuade the peoplé from
going upon such a hazardous Journey by circulating melicious
reports. Finally however, the first band of settlers, one
# Martin, "Selkirk's Work in Canada', Page 55,

Copled from Simon MacGillivray to N.-W. Partners,
April 7th, 1812, Selkirk Papers, 9109.
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hundred and twenty-five in all, left Sligo onthe long voyagee.
They arrived in the fall of 1811 and spent the winter in
huts at York Factory. In the spring under command of
Captain Miles MacDonnell they continued the journey of seven
hundred more miles to the Red River and reached their destin-
ation in August 1812, the date which marks the landing of
the *"Pilgrim Fathers of Western Canada®. It is not necessary
that we go into detail as to the fortunes of the several
early bands of colonists sent out by Lord Selkirk. Sufficlent
is it to know that the Hudson's Bay Compeny boats brought out
their little quota of settlers yearly until 1815. The North-
West Company, at first outwardly friendly enough, did not
take long in showing its teeth. The crisis came when in
January 1814 Miles MacDonnell in the name of Lord Selkirk
issued a proclamation forbidding anyone *The North-West
Company or any individual, or unconnected trader whatever!
taking provisions, dried meat, or focd of any sort from
Assiniboia, except what might be needed for travelling, and
this only by license. As all the North-West brigades
depended upon the meat of the Red River for their food this
meant the c¢rippling of the company and they ignored the order.
Moreover Alexander MacDonnell, cousin of Miles MacDonnell,
and Duncan Cameron were sent out to see that the colony was
broken up. Alexander MacDonnell in a letter to William

MacGillivray on August 5th, 181lL, writes,



"Something serious will take place.
Nothing but the complete downfall of
the colony will satisfy some by fair
or foul means---- A most desirable
object if it can be effected. So here
is at them with all my heart and ener-
gy". #

Cameron was able to persuade more than half of the
colonists to go east and settle in Upper Canada. The rest
were forced to retire to Lake Winnipeg. By June 25th, 13815,
there was not a vestige of Selkirk's colony but ruined fields
and trampled crops. MacDonnell, the governor, was arrested
and taken to Montreal to answer a charge of having appropria-
ted goods belonging to the North-West Company, teken in
retaliation for the ignoring of his proclamation. In August
of that year Colin Robertson, Selkirk's aéent, reached Lake
Winnipeg and persuaded the colonists to go back to the Red
River, by telling them that a new governor, Robert Semple,
had been appointed and that Selkirk himself was coming out
the next year. Semple arrived in November and matters grew
steadily worse. On June 19th, 18lo there occurred what has
been called the Massacre of Seven Qaks. The governor and a
score or s¢o of men left the colony to waylay Cuthbert Grant
of the North-Westers, with his band of frontiersmen. An
engegement took place in which Semple and most of his men
lost their lives. Disaster followed disaster. Death and
starvation stalked the unfortunate colonists. Lord Selkirk

involved in lawsuits with the North-West Company, died in

# Begg. “History of the North-West"...Page 175
Copied from letter of William MacGillivray,
Montreal, May 6th, 1815, Selkirk Papers, v 1467.
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in 1820 of discouragement and a broken heart. Grasshoppers
ruined the crop and in 1826 the Red River over-flowed its
banks and all narrowly escaped drowning. But despite every-
thing the colony was never entirely uprooted; it always
seemed able to gather its scattered forces and maintaln some
kind of existence, isolated from the rest of the world. In
183l;, Selkirk's land was transferred from his family back to
the Hudson's Bay Company for the sum of £3/,000. It was now
organized as the district of Assiniboia with a president and
a council of fifteen appointed by the company, and was
divided into four judicial districts with a Justice of the
Peace in each. From now on until 18,3 the colony entered
upon the guietest period of its existence characterized by
steady growth and development.

Meanwhile a new phase had been entered upon in the
history of the fur-trade. The North-West Company's wintering
partners dissatisfied with their share of the returns felt
that the Montreal merchants were reaping where they had not
sown, Long overland routes proved to be disadvantageous and
the Hudson's Bay Company would not allow them a port on the
Bay from which to ship their furs. Moreover the North-wWwest
Company was a loose association of men bound together in a
common business enterprise which was to last until 1821, and
there were difficulties in the way of a fresh agreement. The
company having no chartered rights did not feel the sense of

stability and permanence which characterized the Hudson's Bey



Traders. Ruthless competition was exercising a ruinous
influence both on trappers and animals and the traders must
have felt the truth of the old adage, "United we stand,;
divided we fall®. For these reasons negotiations were
commenced by the North-Westers with the Hudson's Bay Company
which resulted in the amalgamastion of the iwo companies
under the name of the older and chartered concern. Regions
west of Rupert's Land now came under the control of the
company in a business way when a license of trade was granted
by the British Government. This privilege of exclusive trade
in the reglon known as The North-West Territory was to con-
tinue for twenty-one years and in 1838 was extended for a
further term of equal duration. Witness then a fur-trade
concern with a monopoly from Labrador to0 the Pacific and

from Canade and the United States to the Pacific Ccean.



Thesis Proper.

It will be our endeavour to show that the acquis-
ition of Rupert's Land and the North-West by the Dominion of
Canada was not a fortunate after-thought of fonfederation,
but that there were men who recognized the value of opening
the west for settlement while Confederation itself was still
only a pleasant dream. We wish to draw attention to the fact
that there were men who made Rupert's Land a subject of their
interest, who recognized the difficulties involved in breaking
the monopoly of the Hudson's Bay Company, and who saw the need
of opening a means of communication through British North
America to the Pacific Ocean. These men were also cognizant
of the dangers involved in allowing the United States to
encroach on this territory lying to its north. The period
with which we deal in tracing the general trend of feeling of
Canadians towards the west embraces the years from 1843 to
1870 In our discussion there are numerous factors to be
considered, the question of the validity of the charter of
the Hudson's Bay Company upon which it based its monopoly and
which was so0 often called into dispute, the attitude of the
British Government which wished to deal fairly with both
Canada and the Company and act in the best interests of both,

and the general trend of events in the Red River Settlement
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itself. But above all it is our object to trace the awaken-
ing of interest in Canada, the general movement towards the
gonsumation of the aim of those Canadians who wished to see
the North-West joined by ties of government and of national
feeling to themselves.

Qur introduction briefly spans the early years of
the history of the Hudson's Bay Company. From the fusion of
the two rival fur-companies in 1821 the activities of the
organization were carried on more vigorously than ever before
with the result that one hundred and Tifty trading posts were
dotted across the territory employlng more than three thousand
men. Secure in its stability with the well-beloved Sir George
Simpson as Governor-in-Chief of Rupert's Land the €ompany
reigned without rival in the field of western fur-trade.

When all powerful it is easy to be generous, and so in a
spirit of benevolent despotism, Half-Breeds of the Red River
Colony were allowed to carry on their own trade, since the
company realized that eventually all furs would find their
way into its possession. But in the 'forties American settle-
ment was advancing in Minnesota, close to the Red River
Settlement, and in Oregon, adjacent to Vancouver Island.
Particularly were trading posts springing up just south of
the border which tempted the Half-Breeds to risk an illicit
trade in furs. This was sufficlent cause for the Company to

enforce its monopoly more rigidly and trading privileges were
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now strictly prohibited. This created considerable hard

feeling at Red River which found vent in a memorial drawn up
and presented to the British Colonial Office in 1847. Mr.

A. K. Isbister, leader of the memorialists, was in reality
operating against the company's monopoly for the sake of
obtaining control of the furs but he made it appear that it
was in protest against faulty administration on the part of
Hudson's Bay Officials. The petition, bearing almost a thous-
end names, charged the company with harsh government while
general discontent and misery prevailed. Moreover it pro-
tested that the company by exclusive trade with the Indiens
had amassed a large fortune but made no effort to christianize
them. For its own selfish interests it had avoided developing
the agricultural and mineral resources of the country. More-
over, liguor, the curse of the Red-Man was being distributed.
The memorial went on to say that as the larger part of the
native population was no longer able to find a means of support-
Ing life from the product of the chase, the more enterprising
had framed a resolution to export their own produce and import
their own supplies independently. They felt justified in
doing this as they knew of no clause in the charter which
bound them to exclusive trade with the company. For the above
reasons the petition desired the government to inquire into
the condition of the Indians particularly as the Hudson's Bay

Company was without direct accountability to the Legislature



of Britain and practically beyond the control of public
opinion. #

A letter was enclosed with the memorial, written by
the Rev. Herbert Beaver to the "Company of the Aborigines
Protection Society® relating to the Indians of the north-west
coast of America. Mr. Beaver quoted the grounds upon which
the Hudson's Bay Compeny laid cleim to renewal of its license
of exclusive trade, such as that of increasing and improving
the native population, improving the country itself by the
formation of agricultural settlements and the establishment
of an export trade in wool, flax and other natural productions,
and finally, the advantage accruing from the monopoly to the
general commercial interests of Great Britain. As these were
the grounds upon which the company based its cldaim for a
renewal of its license Mr. Beaver protested. He pointed out
that none of the conditions outlined above had been fulfilled.

As a result of this memorial instructions were sent
in June, 1847, by Earl Grey, Secretary of State for the Colon-
ies to Lord Elgin, Governor General of Canada, to investigate
the charges laid and the suggestion was made that this might
be done through the Protestant Ministers and Roman Catholic
Priests of Assiniboia. A later letter on June 6th, 1848 from
Elgin to Grey showed that the result of enquiries was favour-
able to the company and that the authority which it exercised

was very advantageous to the Indians. He suggested, however,

# owMemorial of 18L7+.
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that 1t would be advisable to have greater surveillance by
the British Government which could be arranged by staticning
a militis officer at some point within the North-West Territ-
ory. The whole result of the memorial and inquiry was to put
Mr. Isbister and his followers in a bad light and add prest-
ige to the administration of the company.

One important result of the petition was that steps
were now taken to investigate the powers claimed by the
Hudson's Bay Company and the validity of its charter. 1In
July, 1849, the British House of Commons passed an address to
the Crown asking that an inquiry might be made into the
legality of the powers claimed by the company in respect of
territory, trade, taxation and government, in short, the gifts
so0 lavishly bestowed by Charles 1l, Earl Grey, accordingly,
communicated with the company on aAugust 23rd asking that they
send a statement of the rights to which they considered them-
selves entitled, and the extent to which these rights were
exercised., In September of the same year the request was
complied with when a carefully vrepared statement was for-
warded to the government setting forth the various claims
and authority to substantiate them. This statement was sub-
mitted in 1850 to Sir John Jarvis and Sir John Romilly, the
law officers of the Crown, to examine and report upon. They
expressed the opinion that the privileges claimed by the
company rightly belonged to them and added that if a more

formal decision were required concerning this gquestion, it
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would be wise to lay the matter before the Judicial Committee
of the Privy Council. The next step taken by Earl Grey was
1o write to Mr. Isbister and the others who had presented the
petition against the company in 1847 asking if they would
eprear as complainants should the case be tested. This they
declined to do and the matter was closed for the time being
as no one else would accept the responsibility of a trial.
"Thus at the middle of the century the company was left to
continue its prosperous career in comparative tranqguillity,
untroubled bj any too-prying eyes investigating its affairs
or surveying the possibilities of the realm under its sway.
But such a condition of affairs could not much longer con-
tinuev.

It is an old saying and & true one that, "Nothing
is constant but change®. It was inevitable that this placid
state of affairs should be ruffled, that sooner or later the
question of the futwe of the North-West should again come
before the public eye. George Brown, Editor of the Toronto
Globe, was one of the first Canadians interested in the West.
Coming as he did into contact with men who knew the value of
the country he desired to see it opened for settlemente.
Robert Baldwin Sullivan, a friend of Brown, wrote a series
of letters under the nom de plume of ®"Legion®. In 18,7, Mr.
Sullivan delivered in the Mechanics Institute, Toronto, an
address on the North-West Territory which was published in

full in the Globe. He uttered the warning that Americans
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rapldly spreading westward would occupy British Territory 1if

steps were not soon taken to prevent this encroachment. In
his discussion he showed a very accurate knowledge of the
resources of the West. In 1852 an article appeared in the
Globe drawing the attention of its readers to the indifference
which was felt for that territorye.

"It is a remarkable clircumstance that so
1ittle attention has been pald 1in Canada to
the immense tract of country lying to the
north of our boundary line, and known as
the Hudson's Bay Territory.------ It is
unpardonable that civilization should be
excluded from helf a continent, on at best
but a doubtful right of ownership,for the
benefit of two hundred end thirty-two
shareholders«--:--The too general ippression
entertained is, that the territory in ques-
tion is a frozen wilderness, incapable of
cultivation and utterly unfit for coloniz-
ation. This impression was undoubtedly set
afloat, and has been maintained, for its
own very evident purposes. So long as that
opinion could be kept up, their charter was
not likely to be disturbed. But light has
been breaking in on the subject in spite of
their efforts to keep it out. In a recent
work by Mre. Edward Fitzgerald, it is stated
that 'there is not a more favourable sit-
uation on the face of the earth for employ-
ment of agricultural industry then the
locality of the Red River's ---«-=-- Let
anyone look at the map, and if he can fancy
the tenth part that is affirmed of the wide
region of country stretching westward to
the Rocky Mountains, he may form some idea
of the profitable commerce which will soon
pass through Lake Superior. Independent of
the hope that the highroad to the Pacific
may yet take this direction, there is a
field for enterprise presented, sufficient
to satiate the warmest imaginationth, #

Still later in 1856 there appeared a series of

# Lewis, "George Brown®". Pages 213, 21, 215.
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letters in the Globe signed "Huron" which drew attention to
the North West ferritories and which attacked the adminis-
tration of the Hudson's Bay Company. William McDougall at
that time also a member of the Globe's staff, advocated
union of the North-West Territories with Canada. 1In an
article reviewing the events of the year 1856 the Globe said,

"This year will be remembered as that in

which the public mind was first aroused

to the necessity of uniting to Canada the

great trect of British American territory

lying to the north-west, then in the

occupation of a great trading monopoly.

The year 1856 has only seen the birth of

this movement. Let us hope that 1857

will see it crowned with success®. #

In December of the same year therewas a meeting of
the Toronto Board of Trade at which addresses were delivered
by Alan McDonnell and Captain Kennedy in regard to the West.
Captain Kennedy stated that he had lived for twenty-five
years in the territory in question and had for the past eignt
or nine years tried to draw attention to the country through
the medium of the newspapers and had gone so far as to write
to Lord Elgin on the subject. The most important work that
Canada could do, he declared, was tc settle the two hundred
and seventy-nine million acres of land lying west of the
Great Lakes. As a result of the meeting a resolution was
passed which claimed that the monopoly of the Hudson's Bay
Company was injurious to the rights of the people of the

territory as well as to the rest of British North America.

# lewims. “George Brown". Iage 213, £l4, £215.



The Board also petitioned the Legislature of Canada 10
ascertain the claims of the company and a few days later
later the Globe declared that the time had come to carry on
& vigorous campaign for the opening of the territory to
settlement and the establishment of communication with Canada,
and thereupon proceeded to take the lead in this movement.
While George Brown's interest in the West was actuated by
political motives, (that 1s the annexation of the North-West
to Canada would give Upper Canada a preponderance of members
in the Canadian Legislature) nevertheless it had the effect
of arousing the public mind in regard to the question.

In January, 1857, a convention of Reformers in
Toronto adopted a platform which among other things involved
the incorporation of the North~West Territory to Canada. It
was therefore resolved,

*That the country known as the Hudson's Bay

Territory ought no longer to be cut off from

civilization, that it is the duty of the

Legislature and Executive of Canada to open

negotiations with the Imperial Government

for the incorporaticn of the said territory

as Canadian scilw. #

Just at this time also the Hon. Mr. VanKoughnet,
president of the Executive Council of Canada, at a public
meeting declared that he sought a boundary forCanada, st
the Pacific Ocean and that no charter could give to a Body

of men control over half a continent and that he would not

rest until the charter was abolished.

# Lewis, “"George Brown'". Page 217.



Another step in the same direction was taken when
on the 27th of February, 1857, a memorial was sent to Sir
Edmund Walker Head, Governor-General of Canada, from the
united counties of Lenark and Renfrews. The memorial reads,

"That there is a vast region extending
north of Lake Superior and the forty-ninth
parallel of latitude and now claimed by the
Hudson's Bay Company under a charter from
Charles 11 which was afterwards renewed for
seven years in the reign of William and
Mary, but which your Memorialists are not
aware has since been renewed otherwise than
by license of occupation granted by the
British Government for certain portions of
the said territory.

That a large portion of the said region is
of the most fertlile description, with a
climete that will compare favourably with
that of Upper Canada, well adapted for
colonization and presenting every induce-
ment to the Farmer, the Merchant, and the
Manufacturer.

That a small sectlion of said territory,
known as the Red River Settlement immed-
fately upon the American frontier is
inhabited by a people thoroughly British

in feelings and principles, whom your
Memorialists would be grieved to see become
victims of the policy of our neighbors of
the United States, so notorious for annex-
ation, who have pushed thelr settlements

to the north of the boundary line or the
forty-ninth parallel of latitude and have
garrisoned a fort almost close to the
colony of Red River while, on the other
hend, the policy of the Hudson's Bay Company
has been to keep the region under this rule
in its pristine state of barbarism and to
discontinue every approech to civilization,
and all intercourse with the British settle-
ments in Canada, for the sole and selfish
object of monopolizing the fur-trade.



That taking the aforesaid circumstances

into consideration, your Memorialists,

protesting against the renewal of the

charter of the Hudson's Bay Company, are

eamestly desirous that the so-called

Hudson's Bay Company's territories, be

henceforth incorporated with Canadat #

This petition bore amongst others the names of Joln
Motherwell, James and Jehn Mair, Robert Robertson and John
McGillivray.

But while there were some men who wished light to
be thrown upon the Hudson's Bay Company, who saw the west as
an ideal place for settlement, and who wished to prevent
encroachment on the part of American colonists, there were
others more skeptical who jibed at the far-sighted. In
January 1857 the Niagara Mail wrote,

#The Toronto Globe comes out with a new

and remarkable platform, one of the

Planks of which is the annexation of

the frozen regions of the Hudson's Bay

territory to Canada. Lord have mercy

on us! Canada has already a stiff reput-

ation for c¢old in the world, but it 1is

unfeeling in the Globe to want to make

it deserve the reproach®. ##

aAnother skeptic was the Montreal Transcript which
declared that the fertile spots in the west were small and
separated by immense distances, and described the Red River
reglon as an oasis in the midst of a desert, "a vast tree-
less prairie on which scarcely a shrub is to be seen®. The
climate was unfavourable to the growth of grain, it declared,

as the summer though warm enough, was too short in duration

# Correspondence of the Governor-General of Canada
to Secretary of State. Extracted from Canadian

Archives.

## Lewis. "George Brown". Page 217.
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so that even the few fertile spots could twith difficulty
mature a small potato or cabbage'.

A little later another petition presented by the
Board of Trade of Toronto to the Legislative Council of
Canada is a fair expression of the views held at thai t ime,
and might be considered to show a desire on the part of the
petitioners to engage in the fur-trade of the west themselves.,

*Your petitioners more especlially pray the
attention of your Honourable House t0 that
region of country, designated as the
Chartered Territory, over which said company
exercises a sovereignty in the soil as well
as a monopoly in the trade, and, which said
company c¢laims as a right that insures to
them in perpetuo, In contradistinction to
that portion of country over which they claim
an exclusive right of trade, but for a lim-
ited period only.

Whilst your petitioners believe that this
latter claim is founded upon a legal right,
they humbly submit that a renewal of such
license of exclusive trade is injurious to
the intersts ¢f the country so monopolized,
and in contravention of the rights of the
inhaebitants of Canada.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that
your Honourable House will take into consid-
eration the subject of how far the assumption
of power on the part of the Hudson's Bay
Company interferes with Canadian rights, and
a8 to the necessity of more particularly
declaring the boundaries of Canada on the
westward, and on the northward, and of extend-
ing throughout the protection of Canadian laws,
and the benefits of Canadian institutions.
Andyour petitioners, as in duty bound, will
ever pray%. #

The petition was signed by Thomas Clarkson, President, and

Charles Robertson, Secretarye.

# Begg. "History of the North-West" +s.. Page 310.
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Meanwhille continued dissatisfactiion was being ex-
pressed by the Red River settlers, and American setilement
was increasing along the border. Furthermore the license of
the company to a monopoly of the trade of the North-West
Territory was about to expire in 1859. The directors of the
company were desirous of knowing as soon as possible what
views the British Government entertained upon the subject of
renewal. These factors; combined with the view held by some
Cenadians that their western boundaries extended to the
Pacific, thus over-lapping the territory over which the
company claimed jurisdiction, induced the British Government
to bring the whole subject up for investigation by a select
committee of the House of Commonse The inquiry was not only
to decide the question of the renewal of the license but
would “incidentally embrace the general position and prospect
of the Hudson's Bay Company'. At last the opponents of the
company felt that their efforts had not been in vain and
they eagerly awaited developments.

The Canadian Government, glad that the inquiry was
10 be made and feeling that the question was of paramount
importance to Canadian interests, decided to appoint a spec-
ial agent to appear before the proposed select committee.
Chief Justice W. H. Draper was the delegate chosen whose most

important instructions were,



"His Excellency feels it particularly
necessary that the importance of securing
the North-West territory against the
sudden and unauthorized influx of immigra-
tion from the United States should be
strongly pressed. He fears that the con-
tinued vacancy of this great tract, with
a boundary not marked on the soil itself,
may lead to future loss and injury both
to England and Canada. He wishes yocu to
urge the expediency of making out the
limits and so protecting the frontier of
the lands above Lake Superior, about the
Red River, and from thence to the Pacific
as effectually to secure them against
violent seizure, or irregular settlement,
until the advancing tide of emigrants
from Canada and the United Kingdcm may
fairly flow into them, and occupy them

as subjects of the Queen, on behalf of
the British Empire".

The Committee, composed of such noted men as the

Rt. Hon. Henry Labouchere, Colonial Secretary, Mr. Gladstone,
Lord John Russell, Lord Stanley, Rt. Hon. Edward Ellice, and
Mr. Roebuck, Chairman of the Crimean War Commission, were in
conference from the twentieth of February until the ninth of
March, and again in May and June. During the sessions a mass
of valuable evidence was submitted respecting the North-West
from witnesses of high standing. Called before the committee
on 28th of May, Mr. Draper upheld Canada's position as being
desirous of determining what her actual boundaries were.
Canadians wished the right to survey and explore, he said, so
that communication might be 6pened up. He declared himself

t0 be under serious apprehension lest if measures were not

# Begg. "History of the North-Westt. Page 31l.
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soon taken, the West would cease t0 be British Territory.

The natural ocutlet for Assinibois anpeared to be the United
States rather than Canada, therefore Canada cught to have
some direct interest that would irduce her to apply her
resources to opening up communication. LNr. Draper did rot
think, however, that Canada could at once assume the govern-
ment of the Red River Settlement, but let a continuous range
of settlements be made hetween Canada and the colony and
then they could be betler governed as British possessions by
being made a part of Canade than in any other way. Her in-
stitutions should however, extend just as far and no further
than the actual settlement. But since Canada was the necessary
line of communication to new colonies she would be willing to
undertake the survey and exploration if they would ultimately
be made a part of herself. In the meantime the Hudson's Bay
Company should maintain forts and its trade to keep peace
among the Indians. Mr. Draper wished to see the time when a
rallroad would go across the continent terminated at the
Pacific. The committee asked, whether if the land west of
the Rocky Mountains belonged to another British colony, this
would make any difficulty in arranging the construction of a
railroad. If such an event did occur, Mr. Draper thought the
logical thing t¢ do would be to ask the Imperial Government
to take the settlement of the question into its own hands.

He would ask on the part of Canada that she have at least
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the same privilege that was afforded to the Hudson's Bay
Company to settle thils western land and in the meantime

there would be no reasonable grounds on which to object to
| them having the exclusive right to trade.
| John Ross, a member of the Canadian Legislature
and President of the Grand Trunk Railway, also testified.
He was asked if he had considered the problem of the monopoly
of the Hudsdn's Bay Company with reference to the extension
0of communication in British North America. He made answer
that he had thought a great deal about it and had come to

the conclusion that they should not be allowed to prevent

the extension of settlement and c¢ivilization, but that it
would be a great calamity &f their control and power were to
entirely cease because they tended to keep peace among the
Indians. But as fast as the Canadlan Government might wish
to open up any part for settlement they should give notice
to the company that they intended to make a survey of this
space of country and then expect it to be surrendered within
a stipulated perilod. If a railroad were to be carried across
the continent the most feasible route would be through the
part belonging to Great Britain and its extension would
depend a great deal upon the settlement of the country.
During the previous eighteen months exploration had been
carried out along the north shore of Lake Huron and a part

of Lake Superior and inland in a westerly direction. The
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report represented the land as being very good, bearing fine
timber, and well fitted for settlement. So if a connection
were made between the Canadian system of railways and the
Red River country it would be through the valley to the
north of Lake Huron and Lake Superior until it reached the
head of Lake Superior. The guestion of a railway to Vancouver
Island would be more of an Imperial question than a Colonial
one as he considered it too largevan experiment for Cenada to
make with her present resources. But, he went on io say, a
" railroad %Ycarried across the continent® would be "for the
interests of both the Imperial and Canadian Governments® and
*trade with India and China might be drawn over such a line
of communication®. #

Another important witness was Sir George Simpson.
He stated that he had been governor of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany for thirty-seven years and during that time had travelled
extensively through its territory. On this autherity he based
the statement that the land was not fitted for colonization,
crops were uncertain and the company had seldom been able to
raise wheat on the banks of the Saskalchewan River. Moreover
in the Red River colony clouds of locusts had destroyed the
fields for three successive years and the colonists had been
forced to send away for seed graine Lack of fuel was another
grave handicap to settlement, as were also the difficulties
invelved in making canoe navigation into a regular course of

# Repcrt of the Select Committee on Hudson's Bay's
Affairs of 1857+ Page 12
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communication. No resirictions were set uponthe colonists,
Simpson declared, the only stipulation beilng that they should
not traffic in furs., He also explained something of the
organization of the compaeny and the strict supervision exer-
cised over employees. The Indians depended upon the company
for support during the entire year and mutual good feeling
‘existed. Stories of cammibalism and starvation had been
much exaggerated. Simpsonts testimony was on the whole very
unfavourable to colonization, which was the natural view-point
considering the lack of transportation facilities at that
time and the failures along agricultural lines which the
company had experienced in their experiments.

Other witnesses were called and the investigation
was carried on in the thorough manner peculiar to the British
Government. The final report did riot lay down any rules re-
garding the point of law that was at issue, but comprised
fourteen clauses pointing out the necessity for some definite
action to be taken. It gave the opinion of the committee on
what the future relationships af Canada to the Hudson's Bay
Company in regard to settlement might be. It said,

*Your committee trusts that there will

be no difficulty in effecting arrange-

ments as between Her Majesty's Govern-

ment and the Hudson's Bay Company by

which these districts may be ceded t0

Canada on equitable principles and
within the districts thus annexed to her
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the authority of the Hudson's Bay

¢ompany would of course entirely cease.

~--- How far the chartered rights

claimed by the Hudson's Bay company may

prove an obstacle to their attainment,

they are not able with eany certainty,

to say. If this difficulty is to be

solved by amicable adjustment, such a

course will be best promoted by the

government, after communication with the

company, as well as with the Government

0f Canada rather than by detailed sugg-

estions emanating from this committee%. ¥

One of the recommendations was the termination of
the company's control over Vancouver Island Yas the best
means of favouring the development of the great natural
advantages of that important colony®. This advice was
acted upon when in 1859 Vancouver Island became a Crown
Colonys. Another result of the sitting of the committee was
that the company declined the renewal of the license for
exclusive trade in the North-West Territory. Sir Edward
Bulwer Lytton offered an extension for & period of two years
but the company claimed that the stipulation of so short a
period would paralyze their authority by injuring their pres-
tige with the Indians. The Jurisdiction of the company,
although deprived of the monopely, did however survive the
expirty of the license in the territory beyond the disputed
boundaries of tine chartered land.

The attitude of some Canadians at this time may

be judged from a letter written in March 1857 during a sitting
# Beggs “History of the North-West". Page 320.
o
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of the committee by John Shepherd, Governor of the Company,
resident in London, to Henry Labouchere in which he requested
that a military force be stationed at the Red River settlement
to prevent disturbances caused by certain Canadians and
Americans. The Hudson's Bay company was always prepared, he
sald, to co-operate cordially with the Government of Canada.

"We are convinced notwithstanding the
hostile agitation of parties in Canada
against our company, that our prosperity
is not opposed to that of Canada, neither
is the advancement of Canadian interests
incompatible with ours, but, on the
contrary, that in all matters of essential
importance our joint interests are mutual
and identical®.

Another letter was written by Simpson 10 Shepherd at Hudson's
Bay House telling of agitation in Canada having for its

oslensible object the annexation of the Hudson's Bay ¢ompany's

territories to Canada but which was really a desire to partic-
ipate in the Indian fur-trade. He went on to say,

"By recent advices from Canada I learn
that active measures will be adopted
for prometing both the ostensible and
co.vert designs of the annexationistse.
Several persons who have rendered them-
selves conspicuous in this movement,
(including Mr. William Kennedy and Mr.
Alan McDonnell) have proceeded from
Toronto to the Red River Settlement
with a view, it 1s stated, of taking
advantage of the present juncture, pend-
ing the negotiations for the renewal of
the company's license of trade to incite
the inhabitants to resist the constituted
authorities and to embark in the Indien
trade in disregard of the company's
rights. 1In these cobjects they no doubt

# Correspondence of the Secretary of State to
Governor-General of Canada, Extracted from
Canadian Archives.



will receive willing support from

the American traders on the frontier,

who have a common interest in the

matter with the Canadian agitators*., #
Mr. Ross recognized this same desire on the part of Canadians
te participate in the fur-trade and he indicated the weak spot
of the opponents to the company when he said,

"I believe there are certain gentlemen

at Toronto very anxious to get up a

second North-West Company; and I dare

say it would result in something like

the difficulties which the last North-

West Company created. I should be sorry

to see them succeed®. ##

In August of 1857 a letter was written by Mr. A.
K. Isbister to Sir Edmund Head, Governor-General of Canada,
in which he stated that he had been requested by the inhabit-
ants of the Red River Settlement to lay before him a desire
on their part to be annexed to Canada, should their colony
as a result of the sitting of the Select Committee be detached
from the jurisdiction of the company. The petition was signed
by nine hundred and fifty-nine settlers and leading Indian
Chiefs. Nothing came of this however.

About this time also a letter was written by Head
to Labouchere in which he showed himself unsympathetic to
the views of some of the Canadian agitators at the time but,
nevertheless, did appreciate the danger threatening from the

United States. He disclaimed definite knowledge of the

company and its territory but added that he saw that all

¥ Seo Page 20.

## Beckles Willson. "The Great Company". Page L470.
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sorts of dreams and speculations were floating in the public
mind despite the fact that Canadians did not govern properly
the territory already belonging to Canada. Yet it seemed to
be assumed In some of the papers that there was an inherent
right on the part of Canada to some of the future spoils of
the Hudson's Bay Compeny. He went on to say, however, that
he thought that a boundary line should be determined between
the North-West Territory and the United States. He thought
that one or two really good men might act on a boundary
comnission to decide the boundary without arousing the jeal-
ousy of either the United States Government or the Hudson's
Bay company.

Allied with the awakening of a more general inter-
est in the guestion of the value of the North-West Territor-
ies for colonization was an increased interest in transport-
ation and communication. The eafly writers upon this subject
were Englishmen, considering these questions from an Imperial
stendpoint. Imperial integrity, protection in time of war,
increased trade relations, an asylum for the poor and destit-
ute of Englend - each of these had its urge for them. Never-
theless, whatever the motive, it is true that writers upon
this subject helped to arouse the nation at large to the
importance of solving the problem of the West.

An early writer upon the subject of transportation

was Major Carmichael-Smyth R. E. who in 1848 publicly advo-



cated a rallway across Canada. In the following year he
published a pamphlet which created considerable stir and
comment in England. Dedicated to his friend Thomas Chandler
Haliburton, Mr. Smyth made a plea to the people of Great
Britain to look forward to a great naticonal railway from
the Atlantic to the Pacific. Through this attempt,

"there will soon arise a work that will

be the wonder and admiration of the age---

and such a mercantile and cclonizing road

will be open 1o Great Eritain that at no

future period, (at least within the imagin-

ation of man), willl she ever again have to

complain of too great a population on her

so0il, and too small a market for her laborV.--#%
The problem of an asylum for convicts was next discussed.
The view now taken by Mr. Smyth had already been suggested
in “The Progress of the Nation® in 1836. It would seem that
England could not better employ her convicts than by using
them for a work that would be of lasting importance to
herself, the colonies, and mankind in general. MNr. Smyth
quoted the Times which has made a further suggestion that
soldiers who had served their country for ten years might
well be rewarded by small freeholds as a pension, and then
be required to appear on duty at certain times. This system
would be particularly useful as a method of guarding the con-
victs in their work on the railway; and from the standpoint

of expense it would involve no greater ocutlay to keep con-

victs employed, fed and guarded in Canada than elsewhere,

# Carmichael-Smyth. ®Thoughts on the Subject of &
Ralilway Communication between the Atlantic and
the Pacific from The Magnificent Harbour of
Halifax, inNova Scotia to The Mouth of Fraser's
Rivert. Page 9



particularly when the British Government wculd be
reimbursed for the amomnt expended on the worke

But before plans of this kind were too far advanced,
steps should be taken to enter into negotiations with the
Hudson's Bay Conmpany. According to Mrs. James Edward Fitzger-
ald they should be approached somewhat as follows,

*You have the power of becoming the
founders of a new state, perhaps of a
new empire, or of arresting for a tinme,
for you cannot ultimately prevent, the
march of mankind in their career of
victory over the desolate and uncultiv-
ated parts of the earth. For now
nearly two centuries your sway has
extended over half a continent, and as
yet you have left nothing behind you in
all that vast conntry, to bear witness
to your power and your riches. Now a
new destiny is before you; You may, if
you will, place your names beside those
who have devoted themselves to the noble
task of stimulating =znd directing the
enterprising geniuns of their fellow
countrymen, who have prolonged the exis-
tence of thelr nation by giving a new
life to its offspringt. #

The company having been persuaded to come tc terms, England,
the North American Provinces and the Hudson's Bay Company
itself would all employ their wealth and power to unite the
Mother Country with the new land in one great wunbroken iron
chain, a railway, by means of which all the obstacles and
barriers of the Rocky Mountains would fade forever. Co-
operation, power and wealth would soon accomplish the
# Carmichael-Smyth. "Thoughts on the 3ubject of a

Railwey Communication betweer the Aitlartic and

the Pacific from The Lagnificert Harbowr of

Hali fax, in Tove 3cotia to The Louth of Fraser
River™. Page 9.



desired work from whiceh so0 mamy benefits would cccrue.

Writirng just after Lr. 3mith in 1850 were (Ceptein
F. A, UVilson and AL]lfred B. Richards vho in colleborstion pub-
lished, "Britaein Redeemed and Cenada Preserved". Their aim was,
they seid,

"to show the feasibility of 2 1line of

reilway across the Canadas, joining the

Atlantic and Pacific oceens; the nececs-

ity of this to retain the wost importent

of our colornies, &nd to keep pace vith

the vest designs of the United Statesm, #
They saw the west opened up for settlement vith a reilroad for
communication to relieve the situation in Englend. Grest Britain,
with colonrniel dependencies embrecirg &bout one-third ot the globe,
with supremscy of the seas, end with only & native populetion of
twenty-seven millions was yet suffering from over populetion and
congestion. In the year 1844 the nnuwber ot people given relief
amounted to nesrly one-eighth of the population, while the poor
rates were zbout 28,000,000 per anrum. Whet then would be the
remedy for such & state of affeirs? The logical enswer seeuned to
be by an unconpromising system of emigrstion a&nd obviously there
wes one place suitable,

"this country of prromise i3 Canfde.eesss.

her expensive bosom peopled from her

eastern to her western extremity; and the

intermedizte space constituted the gremd

high-road round the world’'s circumference,

the future channel o0f the whole vorld's

general intercourse and commerce; &and all

thisg, marvellous es it mey seewm, by easy,
cheap, and self-evident means.”"  #f

# Wilson and Richerds. "Britain Redeemed and Cantda
Freserved". Introduction, rage 6.

## Ivbid. Page o8.



It was naturally in the interests of the Hudson's 3¢y Cuupany
to belittle the west as it for setitlement. The country was
presumably too re~.ote and desolate; yet the truth was that nowhere
was there a more favourable situation on the face of the eurth tor
agriculture. The mountain district, moreover would seem to present
an insurmountable barrier but the Rockies had been crossed at
varicus plsces by adventurous explorers snd surely mdern sc¢ience
would not admit itself vanquished by this dbstacle. The barrier
crossed, the atmosphere and cepabilities of the distriet could not
be surpessed or even equalled by any other point along the whole
Poaeific. This statement would hold good whether considered from
a militery standpoint with Vancouver Islcnd lying so protected and
protecting; or commercially when it was in & direct course from
north-eastern .sia and cepable of sheltering in its waters the
fleets of the vhole world, prophbetic of the rise of & port that
would snatch the transient prosperity end renown of 3an Frencisco
and perheps in future outrival "even the universal mart cnd
immortal fams of sncient Tyre and 3idon".

The only answer to the problem of %he existing ills in
England would be to provide trensportation and labour for uniort-
una tes in British North America. Proposals viere made whereby
they could be dratfted for work in the building of & transcontinental
railway from Halifax to the Pacific, thus killing two birds with

one stone. A discussion of the minute detd ls of the underteking
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folloved which sre mt relevant to the present subject. It is
necessary to &dd just & word in regard to the colonizotion schene.

As the capabilities of the so0il and climete were sxcellent for
immigration in a short time the pioneers vould be sble to maintain
themselves and relieve the Government of Englond from respmsibility
tor their welfare. The one tring lert would be the vays snd neans
of obtaining money to finence the underteking in its originsl stcges.
This might be scceomplicked by the transference by the pirishes of
Zngland of the six million poun’s ennually spent in roors' rate to
the Government ior a terw of three years. 3umming up the sdvonteges
t0 be gained by such & programme there would be the preservation of
the land for Great Britain, the establishment of new trade relations,
an open door ror the sturggling messes in gngland, &nd & check to
the rapidly increasing power cof the United sStotes.

That the vriters thought lit.le cunsideretion wes due the
Hudson's Bz company cni that the cherter should not be en impediment
to any scheme which mizht be evolved for colonizition of the west
can be sesn from the following remarks,

"llo constitutional or monarchical suthority

can will sway to any country, corporation

or individual native Or foreign, that whick

the nation has conguered or discovered. The

power thet makes charters can unmake them;

and when such are iniquitously and injurious-

ly granted, the revocztion is a necesssary

duty of Justice.s...... What should we say if

the lerchant Tailors upon the strength of a

cherter must; from age, and questionable

in its origin ~ the atfter-dinner gift of

capriecious and unserupulous levity in a prince,
whose character and acts rendered odious all
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that arose from them - were coolly to

dispatceh a member of their corpor-atiuvn

to Feris, there, with open effrontery

and in the teeth of proprietry right

inherent in ths people of these rezlrs,

to treflic end hoagele for the sale of

Alderney or Sark, as portions of their

chertered possessions which they thewm~

selves did not choose to retain?r #

asnother vriter on the subject was Csptain 1illington
3ynge who published a pamphlet in 1852 entitled "Great Britain,
Ore Empire". Ve are amused cnd interested to 1ind that zaccorlding
to his report we ere trensported into a land rich with mineral
wealth, bleocks of copper weighing two hundred and rifty pounds,
nountgins cf iron, just vuoiting to be tranégorted, glmost incred-
ible returns of whest, inezxhasustible supplies of animal life,
fish, eszsy water transport .tion, end virgir foreste. This is the
great west, the wealth lying at _ngland's door. ‘ould it not seen
only sensible and logical that such bounties showld be tsken sdven-
tage of for the benstif of the nation? Is it not superfloous,
Synge sargues, to point out the importance ot having & secure,
independent &snd complete system of commuunicetion for the Zmpire?
Hig vier is of ar empire extending to every part 0f the carth which
mst be kept together by communicetion.

"Intercommnication of the mst rapid end

eontinual description will assuredly take

place between the verious pcrts of the

British Zmpire. It may be nade the mesns

ot solving &1l difiiculties in the way of
her Imperiel integrity™. ##

# Wilson snd Richards. "3ritein Redeemed and Caheda
Iregerved”. Page £70.

## sSynge. "Great Britein, (ne Smpire". DPage




Synge's remarks became the more siznificant when ve corsider that
the dete of writing was just previous to the Crimesn Ytr. If &
struggle came with Russia, Synze continues, Irndic in an isolcted
position would be lieble to intrigues that would undermine Znglend's
predominance in thet pert of the vorld. If Britain could free h.r-
gelf from dependence upon eastern routes of communicetion it would
be most beneficial &nd would prove & source of greater security,
nrosperity and glory. \Vher< then vwould she be most liekly to¢ fird
g route thect would keep open a channel of interoccurse with Indis
and yet be independernt. The answer was scross the American contin-
ent on British soil. In the first place this vould be the shortest
route to Chine, Jepen, Australie and Lew Zesland. I.0re than this
it w:s the only orne not laid open to ctteck and wes besides the
most selubricus end profitable. The already existing British
Provinces would be induced to carry on their trade through &
strietly British channel rether than b, way of the United Stetes.
That country hesd £lready by & stzrt of one hundred yesrs defleccted
the course ot trede southward to the detriment of the colopies of
Britain. This feer of trade driffing to Americe wss elweys ore of
the ressons propounded for acquisition of the lLorth-Test before
such time as it could be commercislly absorbed intc the bosom of
the United 3tztes. Once submerged sl ons lines of trzde the thin
gdge of the wedge towerds annexstion would be widened into irevit-

able gbsorption by that ceountry. Synge points out the denger when



he s&ays,

"The natienal gllegience of the country

way depend upon the system end balence

0f intercourse™.

He goes on to estimate the lebour which would need to be expended
before suck a route would be complete.

Part Two of the book asserts whet Synse considers to be
the most speedy sttainment of the entire undertzking and the vork
involved. If the proposed route were carried out the result would
be impetus to colonizstion. If it were of interest to the _wmpire,
and Synge has already spent much time in proving to us that it
wonld be, colonizstion would be equslly concerned in the velrsre
of Great Britain. It would relieve the congested populstion ol
England, should sn arrangement be made whereby lend could be pur-
chased or grented to the colonists by pecrliamentery set. The
enigrent would be forced to work, instruction conld be provided in
every kind of industry for the unskilled, and ecrning over end
above that necessary to pay the government would then be spplied
to the purchese of shares in &n associcted enterprise. Optomists
would point to this as the eventusgl highest attaireble prosperity
for the country, commercially, nationally snd politically.

Lissionsry activity was another fasctor vhich heiped to
stimulete the popular interest and curiesity in regard to the
North-West. 1In 1855 there wcs published at Toronto an account of
the Hudson's Bay territory by the Rev. John Byersor who had under-

taken in the previous yeer & tour as “"Co-delegate, and deputation
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t 0 the Wesleyan l.issions in Hudson's Bsy". The work, composed o.
o series of letters written to the DNev. Gnoch Vood, Genersl super-
intendent of Wesleyen lissiuns in Canada and Hudson's Bay, 18 compre-
kensive in form and desls with numerous subjects which came under
lir. Ryerson's observation. He touches upon the scenery, soll,
ggriculture, extent o1 country, trsde, Irndian Tribes, &nd organiz-
gstion and government of the Eudson's Bay Company, as well as upoOn
the religious phase. This work now cut ot print, did much to
enlighten the people 0of the eastern provinces in regard to activ-
ities in Rupert’s Land snd proved a standard book of information
on the subject. MNr. Ryerson extols the wealth of the west in the
following quoteation,

"Phe British territory north of Sault de
Ste. karie, and extending from the Labrador
Coast, in the esst to Liew Caledonia, and
the shore of the Pacific Ucean, west; in
the bounds of which is Rupert'’s Land, or
the Hudson's Bay territory proper, is one
third lerger then gll surope. In many
perts of this immense country there is a
great deal of excellent land, very suit-
able for agricultural purposes; this is
especially the cese in many localities
south of letitude 1ifty-trive, vhere almost
every kind of summer grain snd useful veg-
etaoles cen be grown with the grestest
feecility and in great abundance. There
is not to be found in British Americe,
finer, richer, and a more productive so0il,
than there is in Selkirk settlement, on
the Assiniboine end Red EKivers; and in the
bounds of Rupert's Lend there sre millions
of acres equally rich and fertile, and
equally suited, from climate snd Jocality,
for farmirng and agricultursl purposes".. #

# Ryerson, "A lissionary Tour in the Territory of the
Honourable Hudson's Bay Company. Pege 141-2.
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Undoubtedly the year 1857 wmeybe regarded as a larndomerk
in the history of the lorth-VWest Territory cnd fthe interest
awakened was to lead eventually to the shatfering of what had
been "g corporation’s preserve", The Centdicn Government hed,
previous to the British Enquiry of that year, sppointed a select
comrittee to "receive &nd collect Lvidence ¢nd Information as to
the Rights of the Hudson's Bay Compeérny under their Charter, the
Renewal of the License of Occupation, the Character and 30il ard
Climate of the Territory, and its fitness for Settlenmentr. This
committee reported unt:vourably to the continued sway of the com-
reny with the result that the cansdien Government decided to send
an exploring perty to the Red River settlement to consider %the
opening up of communicetion. The perty vwas organized under George
Glgdman, an o0ld Hudson's Bay Company employee, vith Henry Youle
Hind, Professor at King's College, Toronto, cs geolorist, W. 2.
Lapler as engineer, and 3imon J. Dewson &s survejyor. MMr. Hind
has written & record of his work in "The Narrstive of the Ca&nadian
Red River Exploring Zxpedition”". He tells us that on the L3rd of
July, 1857, the party left for Collingwood, vhence the) embarked
on & steamer bound for Fort William. yrom there they prcceeded
by the usuel canoe route, meking verious exploraticns, &nd trevel-
ling up the Red River to Fort Garry. 1Llr. Hird returned by way of
the United 3tates, srriving in Toronto on lovemwber 4th, three and
one-half months frow the date of departure.

The next yesr &n expedition under Dawson was divided



into two sections, the 3askatchewen and Ai:: iniboine Tivers veing
surveyed by Hind, while the route between Lake Juperior a&nd the
Rked River was explored b’ Lr. Dawscn. Hind's nerrstive of these
expeditions is valueable becsuse of the extensive information given
regarding the [orth-West, its topography, the Indisn tribes and
their customs, a8 vell as the peculicrities of the prairies. Then
too, the description of the tertile belt is important giving es it
did to tre Cansdians an idea of the value of the land still under
the control of the fur-traders whick helped to quicken the interest
of the Canadian Government in the tuture ot the Nuvrth-y/jest. IHe seys,

"It is physical reslity of the highest

inportar ce to the interests of British

Horth America thet this continuous belt

can be settled and cultivated from a fev

miles west of the Lake of the Woods to

the passes of the Hocky Lountsl ns, and

any line of communication, whether by

wegon-rosé& or rajl-rosd, pessirg through

it, will eventually enjoy the great ad-

vantage of being tfed by an egricultursl

population from one eztremity to the

other". #
He went on to seay that no other part of the American Continent
rossessed even &n approximation to the veclth of this belt tfrom the
standpoint ot soil and climate. 1ts natursl resources were 0L great
velue, and timber, lignite cogl, salt, and iron ore were either
v.ithin the 1imits or on the border of this region of fertility. Ther
follows a pleas that this ter- itory wight remain in British pos5.ss-

ion.

# Hind. "The Narrative ot the vanadian Red River Zx-
rloring Zxpedition™, Page 234
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"Bounded on the west by dritish Columbia,
whose gold-wealth will insure her a mor-
vellously rapid progress, and on the east
0y the powerful, energetic, and loyal
colony of Canada, which now in conjunction
with sister provinces contal ns a populetion
exceeding by 1,000,000 that of the thirteen
colonies during the revolutiomsry wer, is
it likely thet Aritish Enterprise and
Patriotism will permit the intervening
country to remsin & wilderness or pass into
the hands of & tforeign government?" &

In this is sounded a werning egainst the encroschment of the
United States and the possible cnnexation of the Red River Jettle-
pment to it, a future for the colony which some fer-seeing men mere
already dregding.

Dawson's work wrs to report upon a line of route belween
Lake Superior ani the Red River 3ettlement. The winter of 1856-9
was occupied in exploring the country between Rainy Lake and Lake
Superior but the detal 1s of his ¥indings are too numerous to be
quoted here. Sufficient is it to say that he ceretrully outlined a
land and water-way rounte as fer as Lake of the Joods and fromw there
a road line to Yort Gerry. In a report on his work whick he Lor-
werded to the Hdon. Williem LicDougall some yesrs ofterwerds in 1868
he emph&sized the need oif better com.unieation betveen Cancda and
the Red Tiiver Setilement,

"But while taking this view of its utility,

I nust elso draw attention to the fasect theat

the operning orf the communicsation, even in

this simple way, would have the immediate

ettect of drawing the trade oi the Iiorth-

West Territories to gancsda....The State of
Minnesofa has, oi late, been doirg & gooa

# Hina. “The Narrative of the vansdian red River 2x-
ploring sxpedition". Pageplszs



degl to tscilitate intercocurse cna

trecae with the :ed River osettlemsnt.

During the suimer now ap, roaching a

tri-reekly line of stages wili be

established, mails wili bve delivered

every second day, and the people, cut

oft from Canada, vwill naturelly draw

closer to0 the only neipghbors with whom

they car hold intercourse, and it this

state or things continues long, they

must become a commanity of the Univsved

States rather than a British Colony". #

It was a coincidence that in this same yezr, 1807,
Captain Pallisery, and Dr. Hector, Botanist, were glso sent to the
vest on an exploring expedition by the Iuwperial Government to
report upon the fitness of the prairie region rXor colonizstion
and on the question of transportation. The report of relliser's
exploration in British North America is made up of a series o1
letters written to the Secretar:r or 3tate for che Colonies with
enclosures and observations mde oy the explorers. Amongst other
things mention is made of the three prcirie levels and the dis-
covery of coal on the route to mdmonton, Ir., Hind in his narrative
says that in July 1858 Ceptain Palliser was regquested by the Under-
Secretary for the Colonies to state his opinion on four points
connected with the country which he was enguged in exploring. These
questions were, Tirst, whether the Red River 3Jettlement possessed
quzlificetions which would adapt it for an onglish colony; second,
what could be the dimensions and the boundary line of such ¢olony,
and whether it would be advisable to include the Saskatclkevan dis-
triet in it so as to establish one great border-line from the new
colony of British Coluwmbia up to the Red River 3ettlement, under a
# Russell. "The Red River Country, Hudson's Bay and

the North-West Territories, Considered in Relation
to Canade™. Pages 1B4-5.
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svay end jurisdictiovn 3istinet from the Hudson's Bay company's
authority; third, what meamns of zccess existed for British
erigrents to reach this sevtlement; fourth, vhether Jjudging
from the exploretiovns which he had alreedy made, he considered.
thet the country presented suck feeilities for the construction
of & rail-road ss wouwld at some period, though possibly 2
remote one, encourage her lizajesty's Government ir the belief
that such en undertaking between the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans could ever be accomplished. In answer to the second
gquery Ceptein Palliser outliined a boundery which would isolate
the colony from Canada and irterpose betieen the two countries
a territory which would@ still be in the occupation of the
Hudson's 3ay company. Lr. EHind, lcoking &t the problem from
& Cen.dien's stendpoint, sew a difficulty in such & boundary
as it would leeve the entire regicn petween the height of land
vwest of Lake Superior (the boundary of Uprer Canade)} and the
western shore of the lske of the Wouds in the hends of the
company. loreover vcluable pine, spruce, minerasls, snd water-
power of the east coast of Lalke Winnipeg end the Uinnipeg
River vwould thus be legally cut off from the new colony. In
enswer to the third question Captain Pelliser s&aid, "I think
there are no means of access to be recommended save those vis

the United Stetes™. The opening of a line irom the Atlantiec
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to the Pacific through British territory, he thought, wounld
very lergely depend upon the progress mede by British Columbieg,
end it gave promise of becoming a very weelthy British Colony.
Ee dié not however, recommend thet the British Government should
take steps along these lines.

"].therefore cannct recommend the

Imperial Government to¢ countenance

or lend support to any scheme for

corstructing, or it mey be said,

forcing a theroughfsre by this line

of route, either by land or water,

28 there would be nc immediate ad-

ventage commensurcste vith the

required sacrifice of capital". #

e see that, Jjudging from the stendards of their day, the
reports of these exploring expeditions were filled with much
valuable information regarding the western pert of the contin-
ent and undouvbtedly helped to bring the question of its Iuture
betfore the public notice of Cansdians.

As & result of these exploring expeditions the Cansd-
ian Government mede an attempt in 1858 to establish a mail
service between Cansdas and the settlerent. To this end the
10rth-West Transit Cowmpany was ircorporcted, vut some of the
shareholders became involved in & Chancery suit and the atfaire
of the compmy cowld not be successfully cerried on. They hed
hoped also tooperste west of Red River by odtaining Imperial

support. But the sSritish Government refused to entertein the

rropos&ls of the company because of the lerge subsidy thet vould

# Begg. "History of the Horth-Tjest". Page 250.
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be required for the cerriage of British le lse to the Peciiie.
The attempt was soon abendoned es & Iailure, lecving the
colony to the merey of tke United 3tabes for its trensrorteticn
and mail service. The feeling oif the settlers in this regard
mey be Judged from a letter vritten by Donald Gunn, resident
of the colorny, to Jobhn J, Vickers, Nlorth-uestern Zxpress, Toronto,

"You asked the feeling of the people

of the Red River &s to the openirg of

the route vig Fort Williem. I would

gi'ply sey thut the difficulties irto

which the Transgit Cowmpany's affairs

have got by the unfortunate misunder-

steénding which Les teken plesce betveen

the stock-helders in that company hLes

almost destroyed &ll our fond expecta-

tions like & speedy opening of that

most desirzble route; so much indeed,

does this teeling prevsil among all

elasses here that our importers are now

andeavouring to esteblish agencies froum

the Atlantic to 3t. Taul &8 & metter

of necessity, obut certainly not of choice". #
The adventeges of the American route by way of the Red River
were 80 obvious that the Hudson's Ray itself in 1&59 brought
supplies by wey of 3t.Psul. Later, in 1861, the cowmpany took
a step further by plascing a small steamer, The rioneer,
originally called The Anson Northup, on the river to ply between
Fort Abercrombie in linnesote snd Fort Garry. Goods were taken
by wegon from St. Yaul end losded on the boat. In 186& a large
steamer called the Internaticnal wzs used and two yeers lgter
Governor Dallas arranged for & through mail service {rem 3t.

Peul to the settlement.

# The Eor'Wester. 1Issue of Larch £8, 1860.



That the people of Cansda were actually awckered in
the late fitties to the opportunities lying latent ir the vest
mey be seen by the frequency vith which the subject vas now
under discussion. Awmong the number of those vho vere alive to
the situation was Alexender lLorris, Barrister in lontreal, long
sfterwards Chief Justice and then Lieuftenant Governor of Lanit-
cba. Yorris was interested in & Confederation scheme end he
also zdvocated the aequisition of the lorth-lest by Canada. 1n
a lecture entitled llova Britannia delivered in lontreal in
March 1858, before the liercentile Library Association, he
endeavoured to show the dangers involved in gllowing Rupert's
Land to remain unoccupied. He suggested that & mesns of comn-
unicetion by rosd and water, for summer and winter use, should
be opened between Lake superior and the Red Niver 3etilerment
ani that colonizztion should be placed under the jurisdiction
of Cansda, which should be given rower to settle the tesrritory.
Once the colony were open 0 commerce a wide field of enterprise
would be cstablished. Liorris quotes the remarks made by Bishop
lountein of Quebec who, writing in 1844, scid,

"The s0il, vhich is elluvial, is beyond

example rich end productive, and withal

so easily worked that, slthougk 1t does

not gquite come up to tke deseription of

the Happy Islands there is an instarnce

I wes &scured, of a fsrw in which the

owner with conparatively light lsbour in

the preparatory processes had taken s

vheat crop out of the same land for eight-
een consscutive years, never changirg the



crop, never manuring the leand, and
never suflering it to lie fallow,

ard that the crop was ebundant to the
last™, #

Imperisl gs vell as Colonial interes*ts demanded the cpening up
of such & vast streteh of agricultural land, lorris efiirmed.

Such a "psredise of fertility" should not remain longer locked
up.

"The knell ot arbitrary rule has been
rung. The day has gone by tor the
perpetuation of monopolies...It will
surfice to express my cortfident belief
thet vanada haes only to express ir
firm but respectiul tones her demands
gs to that vast territory and these
will be cheerfully acceded to by Great
Britsin". &

Again in his lecture entitled "The Hudson's Bay and
Peeific Territories” delivered during the winter of 1858
lorris says in speaking of the mist of obvscurity which had
surrounded Rupert's land,

"As some falir statue freed from the
accumuletion of ages in which it leid
buried a2rnd gradually disentombed by

some advernturous lLayerd - stends before
us a vision ot besuty and of rare
excellence; or, to speak more appositely,
as the treasures of the hording miser

are brougkt to light, and the tenscious
gresp of the Hudsorn's Bay company is
relexed, so will these falir territories
stand before us and present to the atten-
tion of the humen family veast ezpenses
of rich arable country - soodly habita-
tions for the residence of civilized
man. «» with the intormetion we poesess,

# liorris. "llove Britennia" Page £8.

## Ivid. Pages 20, %2.



We helieve that there sre large

treets, princely provinces in fact,
that are well adapted to become the
sezts of busy induztry; and I am
utterly irdisposed as are, I believe,
the people oi Canada slso, to accept

as an accurate representation ' of

the charscter ot thrhe territory of the
Eudsonr's Bay Territory, vith reference
to its sdaptetion Jor the purposes of
colonization and cultivation'’ the
authoritetive end positive assertion
of one of the cofficiels or the company
that ‘no part of the Hudsor's Bay
compeny's territory is well adepted

for settlement' ........ I believe

that as our own territory is sufiie-
iently lerge, and ve have zcope and
verge snough ior the expension of a
dense population (denser than ours

will be for years 4o cowne), similer
prompt and energetic mezsures should

be adopted with regard to the Red RHiver
Country, wvhich until it be admitted a
memher of the Cansdian vonfederztion -
gn object to be kept steadily in view -
should meanwhile be constituted into a
territorial government under the direct
eutherity of the crown, vwith & constit-
ution adapted to its position, with
entire freedom ror imrortetion and ex-
portatiovn, save upon the cherges o
moderate expense, necessary to defray
the expenses 0f the governnent. Then,
with an energetic colony on the Paciiic,
with =znother centre of civilization and
progress on the ied kiver, &nd with
Cenada stretching out tovards the
freirie and traversirg sanew her old
lorth-T.estern path reopened and improved,
the vast country wowid bpid fair to be
peopled with &n industriouws population
and the avenue vould be opened up Jor
the inroad of the locomotive. ''he con-
struction of the Atlantic and Pacific
railway would be facilitated, its ultimate
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corstruction assured, ani & step of
immeasureble importence taken towerds
leying the foundation of the new
Britannic lLorthern .m_ire on these
shores......as8cing by the genersl
question of legality with the simple
attfirnation of my belier thet it ought
to be judicisally tested, we, as
vanadiang, have especial ground of
attack against the charter, and we

have territorial rightsto conserve.

But it must be borne in mind, vhether

we ascume that the charter is valid

or invalid, that cvanada is clearly

not entitled to the vhole of the

country reaching to the Lortk Lole.

It the charter be invalid, the British
Crown would be the scvereign of & large
portion; but nevertheless, I believe
that cvsnads is the righfful owner oi a
lerge extent of the territory. The
question of boundary is importent, as

g subsidiary orne, and its right decision
will 2dd meny fruitiul scres to our
borders. Lt Jerives muel. significance
from the impressiorns whick distirnctly
exclude 'all the lends actually possessed
by or grented to any of our susjects, or
possessed by the subjects of any Chris-
tien province or state'. Resting upon
this expressed prohibition Canfrda cleims
by irnheritance a large tract ot the terr-
itory. Canada, under the sway of the
French guthorities had adventurously
pushed her way into the territory, cnd
the subjects of ancther '‘Christian prov-
ince' then possessed a large portion of
it". ¥

After the invectigation of 18b7 the Hudson's 3Zay
corpeny appears to have been willing %o corme to terws for
the tronsfer to caneda ot 2 portion of the Lorth-jest Territ-

cries, slthough they held that to do so wvowd likel;y enteil

Frd

# Lorris. "liova 3ritannis™. rages 6-8; 76; 83.
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loss upon them throuch an incresse oL exense in conducting
treir trude. 3ut the canadian Government at this time insisted
upon testing the velidity of the charter as is showvn by the
followins cleuse taken from the Joint addres: oif the Legis-
lztive vouneil =znd Assembly of Canads to the Queen, Angust,
1808.

"!'hat vanada, whose rights stand

affected by that charter to which

she was not a perty, and the valid-

ity ¢f whiceh has been guestioned for

more then & century and & half, hes,

in our humblie opinion, a right to

request from your lajesty's Imrerial

Government & decision of this questicn

with & vieu of putting an end to dis-

cucsions and questions of conflieting

rizhts, preéjudicial a8 well to your

Lajesty's Imperisl Fovernment as to

Canadsa, 2nl vhich, while unsettled,

must prevent the colonization of the

countryV. #

A letter from Head to Lytton of the same month
sbated that the question wes narrowed down to two points,
firstly, whether the compmy had a right to exsct compensetion,
ani secondly, ii so, upon vhef principle and to what extert.
Head fovoured submitting the question to the decision of 2
judicial tribunal znd then i{ the charter vere held fto be velid
the tribunzl could decide upon the ccrpensation for vhatever
sacrifices the company should be called upon to meke sither in

resisning land fitted tor colonization, or the total surrender

# Begg."History of the lorth-lest". Yaze 330.
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of territory end treding monoroly. He went cn to s&y that a
decision having been errived &t, the great work of colonizstion
would commenc: snd the Red River settlement vould be established
into a province v itk the possibility ot further exparsior into
the 3askatchewan erea. He adlel that zny desire which Canada
night urge for the acquisition of these two provinces vould be
realily entertained if accumpanied by an oiffer to colonize ani
govern them ani probably the work of occupation and government
would be best accorplished by Canszde or by the Imperiesl Govern-
ment ¢nd Cansda conjointly. He considered that the remainder
of the so-called chartere” country situated on the tributaries
of Hudson's Bey would best be left under the menagewent of the
company vith its powers of zovernment and existing sxclusive
right of trade with the Indierns. Following this on the 4th of
September, a minute of the zZxecutive Couneil of Cenada ves
transmitted to Lytton which drew attention to the im,ortence of
cpening & direct line of communication, by a railway or other-
wise, frowm Cenada through the led River and 3askatchewan Terr-
itories to the Fraser River arnd Vencouver Island.

About this time lLessrs. Cartier, Ross and Gelt visited
anglend in connection with the Hudson's Bay Clompany gquestion
and intimated to the 3Jecretary of 3tate that the Cancdien Govern-
ment would undertake the necessar - legal proceedings to test the
validity of the charter, but when the 3Jecretary or State wrote

to the Canadian zuthorities on the 22nd of Doecember .uggesting
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thet they teke this step he received ¢ letter from Heed dated
April 19, 1859 irntinmating thet the Zxecutive Council wounld not
advise steps to be tsken lor testing the chs rter by scire
racies, On lay 13th lytton vrote to Head, "It is not without
surprise thet I lezrned the intenticn of the Canadian Govern-
ment not to test the velidity ol the Hunson's Bay Company's
charter”. He had previously written to the compeny on the 9th
of Larch urging them to come t0 some agreement with Caneda.

He resolved to bring the guection berore the judieial committee
ot the Privy Council, but was unable %o do so &s his party
went out of office.

That considerable discussion was teking place at
this time in Cansda and that the questiom or the future of the
west had become an issue in Canadian politics mayr be lesrned
from extracts from the lLor'Wester, a newspasrer published for
the first time in 1859 at the Red River settlement by two
Canadian journalistsa, Buckingham and Coldwell. 1In the issue of
larch 28, 1860 a lenzthy editorisl regarding annexatiocn to
Cangda reals,

"Br. Isbister's letter to Lir. Donald

Gunn, wvhich we published in our first

number setting forth the purposes of

the Colonial 3ecretary and identifying

the Premier of Canade with the policy

of non-ennexation of the lorth-iest

Territory to that province has provoked

controversy in the Cansdian press. The
last mail brings utterances many and loud



on the subject. The misfortune is,
however, that perty feeling is the
mein elezent in Canadian polities,

and that questions are considered less
in relation to the well-being of the
commanity than in refsrence to theilr
bearing upon the plans end interests
of the various contending parties". #

Then follow extracts from Cansdian papers which
indicate, on perusal, that the question resolved itself around
the politicel preponderance on the part of Upper Canadsa in the
Canadian Legislature which would result should the Red River
Colony be annexed. The Lower Canadians naturally were disin-
clined to submit to such a course. 7The Globe article reads,

"Wwe have in the declerations of Lr.
Cartier to 3ir Bulwer Lytton =
remarkable commentary on the speeches

of lir. Ven Koughnet in favour of
lJorth-iester anne:ation. Thile he was
talking largely about extending Canadisan
enternrise over the prairies of the Red
River and Saskaetchewean Lr. Cartier's
hand was upon him 211 the time, and he
was saying in effect, 'You shell not
toueh the country, you must not injure
the interests of Lower Canada; you may
talk to please these pharasaical
brawlers of Upper Canada, but you shall
d¢ nothing'. ‘thile the Uprer Canadian
binisters &t home were advocating the
annezation of the Hudson's Bay Territory,
Lr. Cartier in iangland, wvas refusing to
have anything to do with it. This is
the tyrenny which Lr. John A. Meecdonald
end his colleagues heve submitted to
juring the lest five years....The Liorth-
West Territory lies open betore us - a
field white for the hasrvest. Ve nmust
not enter upon it; Lower Csnsdian
interests forbid it. The interests of
trade, of agriculture, the promptings of

# The lor'Wester. Issue of lLarch 28, 1860.
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national and personal embitions,

lead us in thet Jirection; all muct

be abandoned because Lower Cansds
commands it. The Grand Trunk mey be
extended to the Jsst throuzgh Lower
Canada; Adocks at lLontreal may be con-
structed vwith Up; er Canedian wney,

but there can be no extension of
operations %o the west within British
territory because they would weaken the
influence of lower Csnadz......The Home
Government have weited long for action
on the part of Cenazda, and can wait no
longer. A Bill +ill be introduced into
the Iwmgerial Perliament during the
coming session to establish an independ-
ent colony at Red River. If its prassage
is not prevented by Ceansdian interfer-
erge, Canadian merchants vill encourter
next yecr & hostile tariff at Red River
and the settlement of the colony will
be blocked by the Hudson's Bay Company
vho will control its affairs". #

The foregoing Globe srtiele, bitterly hostile to Lower Caneds,
shows George Brown still an advocate of the necessity of the
acquisition of the Vest on the part of Ceanade,.

Text follows & quotation from the Toronto lesder, an
exponent of the Canesdian ministry and in ravour of a policy of

non-annexation.

"Bven the advocates of a mere Canadian
federation must see that the proposed
annexation ol the Jorth-Test is in
entagonism to their scheme. Butbt, in

any cese, o little reflection would
serve to show thot the zreat Lorth-west
can never he governed by & centrel
government of :‘hick the seat would khave
to be on the bamks of Ottawa. 4 federal
wonld get rid of the whole difficulty;
but in the mecntime it is desirable that

# The lior'Jester. 1ssue March 28, 1860.



Red River be organized into a sep-
arate colony preperatory to its
entrence into the lamily of the
federated provinces. Canada does
not want territory. Eer difficulty
is of the opposite kind. She wants
people to cultivate the territory
she now possegses, ond of which by
far the largest proportion lies in
its primevel wilderness. I any of
our people want to go to Red Dliver we
may bid thew JGod s;eed but it is not
our ousiness to follow them with our
political instituticns™. #

Then is quoted an extract from the Ottawe Citizen
strongly opposed to the policy of annexation.

"It is plain that the annexation of

this territory would be incompatibvle
with the maintenance of the existing
union. To widen the ares of Upper
Canada by &n extension to the base of
the Roeky lowntains, with the corse-
guent increass of power in the
Legislature would be literslly to swamp
Lower Canada. The lower Canadians under
such an arrangement, would be at the
mercy 0f those with whom they have
comparatively little in common. The
governmental resources of the union would
be drained for purposes which, politiec-
ally speaking, would be hostile to Lower
Canads. Wwe hold, therefore, that lir.
Cartier wes right when he said that if
the Liorth-west Territory be annexed to
Canada the present Canedisn union would
be destroyed. The next question is, can
Uprer Cenada honestly undertake to admin-
ister the affairs of the lorth-llest?

We must not trust to an answer prompted
by politicel ambition. These very
journals which denounce Lr. Cartier,

send evsrlastingly prate about the snnex-
ation of the Lorth-iJest, themselves
afford the best answer to thelr demands.

# The lior'Wester. Issues lLarch £8, 1860.
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For are they not constently crying

out that Upper 3Janada is ruined,

are the; not always tellinz us that
Upper Cenada is unable to becr its
present load of debt and difficulty?

We don't believe these tales. e

know thzst the cry of ruin snd decay

is & mere political trick, resorted

tc a3 the last shizt by men who vould
sacrifice everything to acquire power.
But on their own showing Upper Canada
is not competent to deal with the
liorth-ylest. Froperly to develop thet
region a lsrge expenditure must be
incurred. Roads must be made, and all
the machinery of government msintained.
The ma jority of our people are nct
willing thus to shoulder additioxzal
responsibilities, simply thet a certain
perty wmay achieve its ends.

lioreover, annexation to Cenada would

be mest injurious to the Red River
Country. As a distinet colony, with
its own rulers, development would pro-
ceed easily, naturally and with regard
only to local resources and wants, To
be tacked onto Canada on the other hand,
vouldl be to encumber it with responsib-
ilities utterly beyond its strength
without securing any benefits worth
half so high a price.

We think then, that in opposing annex-
ation Lr. Cartier consulted the welfare
of Canade; and that the Red River
people have jood couse to rejoice in
being delivered from an sbsorptior
which would have entailed wmany coctly
evils, without any counter sdvantages?. ¢

The lest expressiom of Cansdian opinion om the subject was
that of the Hamilton Times, Reform Journal. This paper,

eccording to the lor'wWester, refused to belleve that 3Sir

# The Nor'Wester. Issue liarch 28, 1860.




3ulwer Iytton had been influenced t¢geinst annexation solely
by the feelings of Lr. Cartier; and argued that the erection
of the Red River Country into & distinet colony ves justified
from the standpoint of Canada, of the empire, end of the terr-
itory. The Times said,

"We trust thaet the future of a remote

but magnificent region vill not De

influenced ir &ny degree by the party

tactics of Canadian politicians. The

guestion is muech too momentous to bpe

decided upon the impulse of faction or

under prompting of political greed"., #
In coneluding the editorial in the Iior'Wester the writer
expressed © hope that patrictism should be exercised in decid-
ing the future of the Vest rather than partisanship and personal
ambitions, whether the settlement be orgenized as the nucleus
of a new colony vwith its own governor and administretion or
whether it be annexed to Upper Canasde or United Cansda.

In 1860 and 1861 the Duke of Newcastle, the new
Secretary of 3tate, contemplated arriving at some settlement
with the company. A correspondence wes entered into between the
colonial office and the company in which the latier expressed =
willingness to yield upon equitzble terms, the jurisdicection over
the Red River and the Saskatchewan districts with a view to
colonization under Imperiel sus_ices. Lo measure wes actually

brought before perliament because no egrecment entirely setis-

fectory to both sides could be arrived at.

# Tor'Wester. Issue of larch 28, 1860.



At this juncture & new phase ot the questiovn wes
entered upon vhen, the sffairs of the Grand Trunk Railwey heving
become dresdfully entangled, the committee ot shereholders
invited 3ir Zdward . Watkin to sccept the post of 3Superintendent
Commissiocner with l'ull powers. In endeavoring to unravel the
tangled condition or the railroed &nd make it & paying comcern
the only wey seemed to him to bhe to extend it to the racific
Ocean. Vatkin wrote,

"That way to wmany, would be chimerical;
to some incomprehensible and possibly

I may be looked upon myself as some

what visionary for even suggesting 1it.
To uniertake the Grend Trurk with the
notion of graduslly working out some
idea of this kind for it and for Canads,
throws an entirely new light ¢n the
whole matter, and as & meens to this end
doubtless the Canadian Government would
couperate with the government of this
country &nd would mske larger sscrifices
for the Grand Trunk in consequence. The
enterprise could only be achieved by the
gooperstion of the two governments, and
the associeting vith the Lailwey's enter-
;rise some lcrge land scheme a&nd schems

oi emigration".
Holding such views it wa&s inevitable that Watkin should soommer
or leter be confronted with the task of getting rid of the
Hudsonrn's Bay Gompany's monopotly. Writing lesfer of his exper-
iences in "Cenada &énd the liorth atlantic Compeany 1851-18&6M
he says,

"The works to be =ffected were, first,

the physical union of the Lieritime

# Trotter. "Canadian Federstion". Page 180.



Irovinces with Caneda by means

of interceloniel reilweys and

gecord, to zet out of the ray of

eny uniiicetion, the heevy veight

end obstruction or the Hudson's Bay

Company. The letter vas most ~i{ff-

icult for cbundant ressonsv. #
Carrying out his plerns comcientiounsly .Jatkin proved to be a
transportsticn man who, thouzh originelly workinz in the inter-
ests of railvey building, became involves ir the problem of
the llorth-Yjest and helped to awaken &n interest in the problem
0of how the monopoly of the company wmizht be abolished.

In Septemver, 1861, VWatkin visited Frederictorn and
Ealifex in the interests of an intercolorial raeilwey from
Helifex to Quebvec, &nd lster in the Autumn represertetives from
lew Brunswick and llove 3cotis Jjourneyed to Canade where it vas
egreed that a delegation should proceed to tske their case to
Srglend. This delegetion ircluded Lessrs. Ven Koughnet, Howe
end Tilley. Through interviews v ith the Duke of Iewcestle The
Intercolenial Railwey vwes gusraenteed and the rollowing resolu-
tiops were drawn up, rirst, thaet pioneer vwork should be
comuenced towerds the Facific by roads snd telegraphs, second,
thet Confederstion must be pushed on, &nd iastly, some solution
must be found to the problem presented by the Hudson's Bay
comrany.,

lleanwhile the agitsetion in fevour of opening up the
Huidsor's 3ay Territory was continuing in Cansde. On the 1bth
of April, 1862, the Cancdien Government sent s le tter to 1r.

watkin. "Canada &nd the liorth itlantic Country
1851-1886, Zage 20



Dalles, new Governor of Rupert's land, erpressing a desire to
come to some srrangement whereby ¢ roadl and telegrsph lire
could be cunstructed throush the companr's territory fo unite
Cenada &nd British Columbie &nd open the tertile belt lor
settliement. Illr. Deslles answered that such a plan vas impossible
gs the Zed Iiver snd saskatchewsn Valleys were the source of
food for the llorthern posts. However he felt sate in stying
thst the comnany would be willing to come to some equitabie
arrangement ior the surrender of all the rights conveyed by
the cherter. Caneda then appealed to the 1lmperial Government
for assistence without success, Lewcastle writing that it wes
not in the power of the Imperiel Government to grent ascistance
from Imperiel funds to carry out the desired object. A letter
dated the 16th o1 April written by liewcastle to ILord Lonck,
now Governor-General or Canada, Iindicates the attitunde of the
British Government at that time. He ccknowledged & dispetch
of the Committee of the Lxecutive Council of Canada in refer-
ence to the propriety of acting upcn an act of parliament to
orgsnize the 3gskatchevan Country. It is expleined in the
letter that until the c¢laim of the comgeny was shown to be
gsroundless Her liajesty's Government vwould not be in a positiun
to teke steps to facilitate the government of that {territory
by Canadas ., 3uch an sttitude maintained on the part of the
Imperigl Linisters made it necessary for further ectiuvn to be

teken by the Canadien Parlicment ir it wished to continue the



existing poiiey. LIn Jeptember twu member. of the Cansadiean
Governnent, les<rs. Howlend c¢nd sicotte vere, therefore,

sputed by urder-in-Council to proceed to =Znglend to press the
great importeénce or the Jest. On £9th of Loveumber lewcustle
vrote to lionck regerding these delegates to the efrect that no
detfinite resunlts hcd been obtsined regerding communicetions
through the licrth-uest Country such &s to enable him tc enter
into any srrengements with Canada ior thet object. In December
& meeting of gentlemen interested in a telezraph service to
British Columbia took place &t the sanking house of l.cssrs.
Glynn, 67 Lombard 3%., London, at which the Cenevdian delegates
were present. A course of action ves formulated £t that tine,
and at a subsequent meeting on the £lst or Januery, 1865, 1or
the purpose of supporting the scheme .atkin moved the 1ollowing

resoluticn, -

"That this meeting, considering the
growing importance of British North
America snd the extent of British
Interests therein involved is impressed
with the desirability of more closely
connecting with the Americsn dependercies,
and is of opinion that the completion of

g line of communiceatior across the

Britist portion ot the continent Irom

the Atlantic to the racific is a necessity
of the times, &ni this associetion pledges
ite support to & well-devised scheme for
accomplishing the obvject in view", #

Lieanwhile the Duke oif Newcastle undertoock to sourd

the company on its willingness to ellov a road eni telegraph

# Begg. "History of the Iorth-yest". vege 334,



through its territory. Approeched on the subject of giving
e lerge tract of lend througk the fertile belt, Governor Berens
gnswereqd, -

"What, sequester our very tap root!

Take away the fertile lasnds vhere our

buffaloes feed! Let in all kinds of

people to squat and settle and frighten

away the rur-beering snimals they don't

hunt and kill! Impossible. Destruction-

extinction of our time honoured industry.

If these pentlemen are so#patriotic why

don't they buy us out?w
Wetkin beceme associsted with a scheme Yo do examctly this.

Various suggestions and proposals were mede as to
whom the purchésers should be if the property #nd rights of
the Hudson's Bay company were to be taken over. Ir., atkin
was anxious that the zritish Government should be amengst the
purch&sing parties, obut the Coleonial uffice showed itsell in
positive opposition to the scheme, largely because 3ir Frederic
Rogers, its chief, had grave doubts of the vast territory in
question being ever settled; snd it was now clear that the
promotors of the racific Transcontinental Railwey v ould have
to act without eid from the British Government. In an inter-
view held on the 1st of December, 1862, the Governor of the
Hudson's Bay company showed himself more reasonable than Lormerly
and declided to grant land for the sctusl site of & road and
telegrsph or else sell outright.

"The offer" observes iatkir "of a mere

site of & rogd and ground for telegrarph
poles was no use. 30, Jjust &s ve were

# Watkin. "Cesnada 2nd the florth atlentic Country,
1851-1886. Page 120



lecsvinz, 1 seid, 'J/e sre quite

S

ready o consiler your offer to

sell; ena to expedite metters,

will you & low us to see your

accounts, charters, ete?'” #

Un April Lrd, 186Z, Howland wrote a letter to vatkin
in which he shavel the trend or events,

"lr. rMleming end nysell are pre-

paring some suggestions tor you,

in reference to the purchase of

the rights of the Hulson's 3Bay

company vith a view to show in

whet menner it could be cecrried

out, and aftord security that the

country should be opened for sett-

lement and at the same time afTford

an inducement to the perties who

wight become purchasers". ##

On May 19th, the decision to buy outright for
£1,500,000 vwies decided upon by the group interested in the
Facific Transit proposal, OUn finding that the Hudson's Bay
Company would give mo credit they had recourse to the Inter-
netional rinance Association irn London, an ¢orgenization
con rising muchk the same group of men &5 the proumotors of the
Trensit Scheme. [t was understood thet the rinance .hAssociation
acted as agents merely, taking over the shezres and then issuing
"new stock to the public to an amount which coverec a large
rrovision of new capital for an eztension o1 ocusiress by the
company™. Ln the re-organizetion the new priprietors were to
carry on the present ftrade under the charter, out were alsoc to

promote settlement and develop transit ant postal commu ications.

# Willson. "The Grest Company". rage 477.

## Jatkin. "Cansda end the llorth Atlentic co." rage /07



3ir Zdmund Head, the late jovernor-gensrul or Canadg, wes
gelected the new overnor ot the com any.

Jatkin tells us that he saw no vey of securins
supervision over the Lertile velt and around it, except by the
construction to hezin with of & main line o. telereph irom
3t. r&8ul to the Hudson's 3ay Territory end thence by rort Garry
to the sxtreme western post on the esst side of the .wocky
liountains. he accordingly went to vaneds to negotiate with the
Canadian gsovernment ror aid in corrying out the colonizetion,
telegrey hic and postsl plans or the comnpany ecross its territory
to the Pacifie, but apparently he did not meet with & favocurable
reception s will be seen rrom the rollowing extréct from zn

Order-in-Counecil pessed b the vanadisn ¢Oovernment,

"A telegraph line will not accomplish
these objects (mentioned in previous
clauses of the order), though it may
serve an ilmportant service &nd lecd
ultimately to their zttcinment. Lut
unless the 'Atlentic and Pacific Trrans-
it and Pelegre ! Company', (Lr. Wot-
kin's scheme), are prepered to under-
take the cormstruction of & roed pari
pessu with the telegrapi line, the
cumnittee cen not in the present con-
dition of the lanccisn exchequer, tnd
with the important gquesti.ns ol boundery,
territorisl jurisdiztion ¢no 1orm of
government in the vacst terriiory .ro-
posed to be opened, still unsettled,
recommend the acceptcnce of the 'Heads
of rroposcl’ &s submitted by them, and
conditionaliy apnroved by his ~race.
The committee are of opinin trhat in
view of the rccent change in the constr-
netion end opjects of the Im.son's say
gompeny, which from correspondence laigd
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bafore the House of Lords coppecrs

to hove beesn erzected wrnd the cl. ims
which the rew orgnizction Lave re-
iterated, with the ¢p arent scnetiun
of his grece, the DJuke of Ievecstle,
to territorial ri-h s over & veost
region not included in their orizinsi
zherter it is highly ex;ediert thet
steps ve tiken to seutle ielinitely
the lLorth-.estern vouricry o. Zenudu.
The committee therefor. recon-end

thet corresponlience be ojered witn

t~e Im erisl Fovernment, with the

view to the sdoptiun of scwme speedy,
inexpensive, ond mutuall s sctisl.ctory
plan to letermine the im or..nt ques-
tion ani trtet the clecime oL Cancic oe
asserted to cll thcot rortion oi lentrcl
British Awmerica, whiel cun be showm to
Yave been in possession of the _'rencr
at “he reriod of the secsion in 17637, #1

It is evident from the fore-oingz thet the reconstruc-
ion of the company ana the incrsase of its cepital stoclk had
ereated a reeling of distrust in the minds ol some of tte pullic
men of Canfda especially as it reitereted sll the territorial
claimg of the o0ld orgwnization.

We have secn before that many .Americans were casting
lorging eyes on the J3ritish lorth-sest, ind the preople of
Linnesota particularly were velrning bonds of Iriendship vith
the Red River 3Jettlemert by their efforts to furtrer communic-
ction faecilities for the colony. In un editorial oif september
£2, 1860, & recognition of this feeling v¢s exXrressed in the

ller'Viester vhen & reference wes made te the corstsnt intercourse

# Begp. "History of the llortn-\est". Page ZI5.



3ir ddmuna Head, the late sovernor-Gencral ol gansads, wes
elected the new Governor of the conm ony.

Jatkin tells us that he saw no vey ol securing
supervision over the tertile belt and around it, except by the
construction to hegin with of a wmain line ol telegreph from
3t. reul to the Hudson's 3ay Territory and thence by lFort Garry
to the =xtreme western post on the esst side of the iocky
lLiountains. He accordingly went to vaneads to negotiste with the
Canadisn sovernment for aid in cerrying out the colonizetion,
telegrephic end pestel plans of the coupany across 1its territory
to the Pacitie, buf apparently he did not meet with & favourable
reception a8 will be seen from the rollowing extreet from an

Order-in-Council pessed by the uanadiasn Government,

"A telegraph line will not accomplish
these objects (menticned in previous
clanuses ol the order), thouzh it may
serve an important service znd lecd
ultimately to thelr ettcinment. But
unless the 'Atlentic and Pacifie Trans-
it and lfelesre i Company', {(Lr. Wot-
kin's scheme), are prepzred to under-
take the comtruction of & roed pari
pessu with the telegrapih line, the
cuommittee can not in the present con-
dition of the Cansdian exchequer, and
with the important guestions oi boundery,
territoriel Jurisiietion ¢na Lorm of
government in the vast territory iro-
posed to be opened, still unsettled,
recommend the acceptence 0f the 'Heads
of Froposal' as submitted by them, axnd
conditionelly spproved by his zrace.
The committee are of opini.mn trhat in
view of the recent cheange in the constr-
uction end opjects of the Lunison's 3ay
gompeny, which from correspondence laid



before the House of Lords appeirs

to heve been eirected cnd the claims
which the new orgmizetion Lave re-
iterated, with the aprarent senction
of his grece, the Duke of llewcastle,
to territorial rights over a vast
region not included in their original
cherter it is highly ex;edient that
steps Le tcken tc settle delinitely
the lLorth-.estern boundary ol Zanada.
The committee therefor. recomuend

thet correspondence be opened with

the Imrerial Government., with the

view to the adcption of some speedy,
inexpensive, and mutuslly satisfectory
plan to determine the im oreent ques-
tion and that the cleims oL Canala be
asserted to a2ll thet portion of Central
British America, wvhich can be shown %o
reve been in possession of the Irench
at the vreriod of the segsion in 1763"., #1

It is evident from the foregcing thet the reconstruc-
ion of the company enﬁ the increase of its capital stock had
created a leeling of distrust in the minds of some ¢f the pudblic
men 0of Canfds especiglly as it reiterated all the fterritorial
cleimg of the 0ld organizaticn.

We have seon before that many Americans were casting
lorging eyes on the 3ritish ijorth-West, ond the people of
Linnesota perticularly were welding bonds of Iriendship with
the Red River Jettlement by their efforts to further communic-
etion facilities for the colony. In an editorial of September
25, 1860, a recognition of this feeling v&s éxcressed in the

llor'VWiester vhen & reference was made to the corngstant intercourse

# Begg. "History of the Uortnh-iest"™. DPage 335.



existing between the two peoples. Lt the sime time a plea wis
made that Cansda should take action to incresse trensportation
from her territory uand thus countersct the growing tendency
toverds Americanizstion. This inecreasing intercourse mey be
gleaned clso from a memorial of the legislature of linnesota
published in the Lor'Wester ir the issue of Januery 28th, 1860.
The memorial petitioned thet the provisions of the reciprocity
treaty which had been coneluded in 1654 betveen the United
3tetes Government cnd Janada should be =xtended to the Hudson's
Bsy Territory.

4 farther prcoof orf this feeling wes indicated by &
letter rrom the Governor of Linnesota writften in Lovember, 1862,
to Thomass lLawlings ol Greshamhuuse London, enclosing ancther
meworial of the linnesots Legislature showing that no stone vis
left unturned ny the asmericans to0 ingretiate themselves vith
Fort Garry. The memoriael reads,

"Lleanwhile the revenue and postal

system of the United States hes been

extended to Fembina, cnd beyond,

and, with the eid of steambeat navig-

ation (trensferred to the Red River

from the adjacent sources of the

l.ississippil by the enterprise of the

citizens of Linresota), has rapidly

removed former prejudices to commer-

ciael, and even political sssociation

with the United 3tates. 1t is not toc

mach to say, that if nzland shall not

immediately take messures in behalf of

the Red River and Saskatchewan districts
by a political organization, and eilect-



ive mesgures of colonizetior, that

the Americanizetion of & grein

region as lerge as six states o1 the

size of vhio cennot long be postponed. #

Another event is vorthy of mention in this regsrd.
In 1861 there arrived et Fort Farry an American Ofiicial, James
W. Taylor, & special agent sent by the Hon. . 3. Chase, the
Secretery of the American Tressury, to investipgete conditions
in Jorth-West 3British America, in treir relationship to the
interests of the United States. In a letter to Washington
axongst other things lLr. Taylor wrote:

"One thing is very epparent; unless

the _Snglish Government shell promptly
respond ¢ the manifest destiny of

the great interior of 3ritish America-
the besin of Lake Winnipeg-the speedy
Americenizetion of that tertile district
is inevitable. The indispensebdle
requisites tc t he integrity of British
dominicon on tris continent ere such
gction in wehzelf of the saskatchewan
and Red niver Districts as the ¥French
Fiver excitement secured for the ares
fronting on the Liorth Pacific three years
since". #rf

The folloving paragraph from a report which Lr.
Teylor ma2de during the American 2ivil Ver is startling to sgy
the least, -

"l hasten 3ir, to lgy before you these
taets in regard to the Red Diver
Jettlement, &3 confirming my conviection
that no portion of the sritish Territory
on this continent is so essgilable, so
certain of occupaticn by American troops
in case of & war with ongland es Fort
Garry end the immense district thence

# Rewlings. "The Confederstivn of the British Lorth
Americen Provinces; Their rast History and Future
Prospscts™. Page 200.

## Bleck. "A History of 3askatechewen snd the 01d
Liorth Vest". Pages 135-6.



extending &€lony the valley of the
3askc tehewen to the Rocky l.ountzins.
If our struggle is to be in the
fullest serse & strugglie Tor netional
existence, zgainst foreign Loes &8
well as iomestic traitors, linnesota
however remote from the scenes of the
scuthern insurrectiovn, will claim the
distinetion of & winter campaign Tor
the corquest of Central gsritish
America". #

In 1866 3ir _-dmund Head called the smttention of the
Home Government to Taylor's remarkable reports and zdded, -

"We think therefors that we are the

more bound mwost respectfully to sugrest
wrether, if it is intended to retein

te territory north oi the 49th parallel
as British soil, some steps ocught not to
be taken for esserting its British
character, and meinteining lew and order
within it.

This may, no doubt, either be effected

by the direction nd sction of the _nglish
Governmert, or be attempted by the agency
0of Canads, but, as we understood the
laetter course to have been deliberctely
selected, the Comnittee (provided the
company ore fairly dealt with, in the
metter of compensaticn) can have no right
to of fer eny remarks on the subject".

Durirg the early sixties all ves not well in the
Red Ziver Jettlement itself. in unsstisfeetory stete of govern-
ment existed in the colony due to a variety of causes. [ot
leest amongst these was the lack of an efficient wilitary force.
In 1861 the Royal Cenadian Rifles, which haz come t0 the viest

in 1£57 to quiet the rowing uneasiness, returned home vith the

# Black. "A History of saskatchsewan and the ¢l1d
Icrth-West". Page 137.

# Ibvia.
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result that the Judsu-'s sey 2ompan. wes vitacut zn sroy to
ensorce law end order. Then trers were the dillerert etteupts
mcde by Cenaiiens and some Jrzlisl.uen to disconnterancs the
ruie of the cowmpzrny vhich could not but creste & 1eeling of
restle-csness, not to scw lawlessness. Lor did the publicction
of the lior'-vWester, which took the Cenadien point of view, tend
to lessen such feelings. an erticle of larch 14th, 1600, pro-
tested in no uncertain terms azeinst the cttitude or the Courcil
¢f Assiniboie in ezcluding the press froma meetiny Leld on tlre
27th o1 Fsbruary of that jyesr.

"The high handed proceeding sgainst
whicl. ve protest, indicates that the
Councillors heve yet to lesrn tle
first principles of government, &3
these are sczeted in this the nine-
teenth century. The pecples of Red
Tiver cen very vell dispense with the
services of men who luve secrecy-o0o4
men who must have closed Adoors while
they ere legislatirg for the publiec
and voting awsy the money of the public.
We won er whether the jovernor &nd
Committee in londor will enicrse the
action or the el Ziver louncil. Te
cali their attention to tiie pcint ard
the atiention of those politicians in
Canade &nd Znglend vho hove hitherto
teken such a warm interest in questions
effecting this country. e feel sure
that this circumstznce +ill not be
without its efrect ir the zeneral
settlezent of the affeirs of this
country whiel will be mede during the
present session of the Imerisgl Far-
ligment"., #

And in a later edition of Apriil 28th, & note on the

# The Ilor'Jester. Issue of Lerch 14th, 1860.



politicel condition of the country ren thus,-

"The re 1s & feelinc of dissatislaction
in this settlerment with our local
lezislature. It is directed not so
much ¢oair st the counceillors 1or not
loing their duty, as against the con-
stitution or the council which is so
fremed ¢s to fatter zree action on

the pert of tue members.....The people
have no meens of redress as the counc-
illors receive their commissiors direct
from the Hudson's 3ay House, London,
and do not depend on the sutfreges of
the tex-peyers for their seats. The
privilege of petition is the eitent of
the people'™s iniluence in the council,
if their request is grented, vell; irf
not, they rnave just to acquiesce. The
Red River Courcil ought to be elected
and its discursiors ouzght to be open
to the public™. #+

Thus the péper vent on sowing seeds of asgitation.
It asseiled the wavering do-ncthinz policy of the Imperial
Government with rezesrd to the Hed niver settlement and protescel
against the way in which all legislaticon was monlded upon the
material interests of the conpary. It proclaimed thet the
comparyy was "utterly suited to the times, absard in lorm ani
izpotent for the purposes of goosd government"™, LA moving spirit
in & petition for & chanze of governnment vas Jemes Ioss, &
native o1 the gettlement, who at this time held the ofiices 01
postmaster, sheriff and governor of the poal. That this rezorn
movenent affected the spirit of justice is cleerly seen by the
followingz incident. 1n 186& the Kev. G. 0, Corbett, vho had

given evidence against the company before the 3elect Committee

# The Nor'.ester. Issue of April 26th, 1860.
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of 1857, wes wrrested tor & serious crime oni sentenced to
impriscnnent ior <ix montks. Ze wss, howsver, reletsed oy &
berd o1 :.riends vho .orcioly broke in the door ot the goel.
The ring-leefer, Lr. camcs stewart, vas crrested eni vee hin-
geli liozreted in the same leviest Iishicn. In 1864 Dr. dibn
3chultz, & rrumninent citizen oL $le cettlerent trd stronzly
rro-Senadiern ir “is vievs veccne joirnt enitof ox The jjor 'wester
on the retirement or Jemes loss vtho hed uvecoge wssoeisten vith
it ir 1660. 4ir incidernt now o¢:urrea vrich =« de the peyer &
most bitter oppoenent of ths Hu.son's Jgy coupens's authority.
Schunltz had entered into & pertrers’-iy 1t: his relf-orother,
sherift l.eXenne;y in & merchent erterprice. On diszolving
busiress releficnships ir 185« the Joctor sued his orotier for
9 sum of money viich he c¢laimed vwug Zue hime In the midst of
the trial schultz made some remerks derogsetur, tov tre lew-ccourt
and wes not therearter allowed to &p,etr or kis own behelt.
This turned him agrinst the company send as ecitor of the Lior'-
dester he pade snnexati.n to Janade, 2 cettled plen of the
peéper. JSometime leter ochultz egein became irvolved ir & law-
suit. OUn visitirg _Snglernd lcXenney had been Icvreed to piy to
a lr. Zew o1 London the sum of £600 in settlement of & deot
thet hed beer incurred by the achnltz-leXKenney tredirg business.

On kis return lc{ennsy sued his former perirer to recover Iron

hin his shere in the transaction. LcKenney von his .uit. on



tttenptin; t0 serve & werrert the sheriff's as.istent vus kert

& prisorer by sScehultz for sote rours tni vher schultz vecs .Linelly

ervested, nis iriends tooiz the lew intc their own hands &nd

iibersted him., .hen & vscancy occurred on the Council bozrd of

Assinibois, Dr. Jchultz endecvoured to secure the seat end on

refusal by the company his wreth ves kindled efresh esgeinct

vhet he czlled the usurpation of the right of the pecple.
Althougk incidents of this kind cccurred, aside from

showing the weegkness of the gowrnoment, they exercised no grest

influence on the condition of the community s & vhcie. The

general stete of affeirs was satisfactory enough. Lnother

event is, however, vorthy of menticvn cecguse 0f its emusing

cherascter. Thomas sSperce of lortege ls rr:irie undertook to

forn 8 new &ni separet= jovernment vhich he nsmed the Republic

0f lianitobes. some of the inhabitants did not concur ir the

rlen end Lr. 3pence cddressed & letter to the secretary of

Stete for the Colonies, asking that his government receive

favourable recognition. He was rnot a 1little chagrined to

receive ir reply e communication from the Im_erial Government

to the effect thet he wes "incurrirg grave responsibilities™

by "creating & so-celled self-supporting government in lanitobe,

within the territory of the Hudson's Bay c¢ompany". The republic

collepsed immediately and the most importent result of the Llizsco

the effect produced in Canada. The general impressicn given wes



thet the Hudsor's sey couipeny wes mic soverning end tyranricing
over the settlemernt.

“he tiuwe was dArowin; neer vhen the old orler must
change yieldir: place to new, The re.poreibiiity for the
governzert end settlement 0I the coiony wust soon be gsgumec
g¢ither by Inglend or by Jenczs. It vis not urneturel consider-
ing these Zacts thet rurther action wes now t.ken Ly Cenedien
politicians. Governcr-Genersl iorek ir his c¢peech Lrom the
throre on the 19th ol rfebrusry, 1864, spoke s rfollows, -

"I heve cornsiderec it cdvisable to

oper & correspondence vith the

Imperial Governwent, with & view to

arrive &t & prezise derinition of

the geographicel bounderies of Jansds

in thet direction. 3uch a deiirition

0 Loundery is & desirable prelimimary

to rfurther procewdirgs vith respect

to the vist trects orf lend ir thet

quer ter celonging to Canéds, but not

vyet brought under the asction os our

political e&nd municipal system". £

In the debete on the ¢1dAress which 1oljuweu, the
Hon, william LicDougell, rinister or Crovn Lends, 1ho hed cherge
of the qQquestion caiu thet the povernment or Janfda hed come
to the corclusior thet the ilirst thing to be done vas to
determine whether the led INiver ter-itory belonzed to Cantdz
or to some other country and s a2 consequence & corresponderce

had slready been opened vith the Imgerial Governmert orn the

subject. His irdividual view o the case vas trket Tanade vwas

# Willson. "The Great Company". Page 486.
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entitled to cleim ¢s5 & fortion ol its c0il &ll thet part of
the jorth-~ ' est Jer-itories thet could be proved to leve beer
in the possessicn of the Frenzt ¢t the time of the cession of
Cenade to the Z2ritish.

Devicestle continued negoticticns theu It d been 0ino
on tor somwe m<nths vitn Hecd vit - & view to tThe purchese o
the comrany's territorial rizhts by the Crown. In April, 1864,
he declinen sugrestions which Heasd had mede in the precedins
Ilovewber, that, rirst, en equel distribution shcouid be mede ox
the territory it for settiement, betveen the compeany ani the
Crown, with the inclusicn ol specifie trsets in the shere of
the former; second, thst the comparny construct the rced end
telegraph; third, thet the crown purchase such ot the conmnpany's
premises £€s chould be required ror militsry use, and pay the
compeny & net thirl of gll Tuture revo.onue Lrom zold &nd silver.
Counter proposels were mede but nothirg definite was decided.

About this time the Hon. George Brown, 1ho was in
Zrglend representing his colleazues in the ¢ansdien linistry
on this question, contended that the company vas secking to
sell to Eer lajesty's government for &an enormous tcum territory
tc vhich it had no title under the cherter aend expressed the
opiricn thet it vas the duty of the Imperiel ecuthorities to secure -
the extinetion of the propéietary rights of the company and its
exclusive right of trede and thet Canada should undertcke the

duties of government. At this Jjuncture ill-heslitl compelled



lewecastle's retirement end he weg .ucceeded &t the Colonigl
Office by idwerd Cerdvell-Cerdwell now waited to leern vhetkrer
Cenade vwould be "illiry to teke over tre rovernmernt of enr
porticn of the lLorth-l,est Territory :nd sent & dispatech of
inguiry which errived soon rfter the tformeticn of & coalition
governuent ir 1E&64.

It wes not possible to zive an iwediste cnswer to
thkis guestion s various ccuses hed united to persuade the
provinces of British Liorth .merice to consider a plah 0f unicn.
ot leest amongst the ractors tending torvrerds change was the
fzet thet in the Censde's politicel events had resched suchk &
erisis thet the government hed to iight dfor its life dey by
day in the asserbly. ouch & political regime ves not likely
to deel efiectively with the momentous guestion of the .est
vhich vas looming larger on the horizon &s months vent by.
Union £lone would make possible the scquisition end the deéevelop-
ment of the great western land and indeed it hss been seid that
hgd it not been for the mysterious urge of the west aweitine
the day vhenit should be incorporetec in the union, it is doubt-
ful vhether any domirion vould heve beer celled irto beirng.
3e that as it may, it was sufficient prouf that the problem
would be given corsiderstion et the conterence held in Luebec
in Cgtcber, 1864, tket bhoth Lr. Brown &énd Lr. Ledouzall, men
intensely irterested in the s.estern problem, wer: present. In

the iiscussions that took place Lr. Brown mcde the folloving



remarks on COctovber the 11th,

"It must be a federal cnil not a
lerislotive union. .hat is tlre

mein object of my motivn, together
with the inelusion oxr the uLorth-
Jest provinces. The lutter opens

up a wide question. <“The population
0of the Hed River Jettlewent is now
12,000 endi we nust louk iorm.erd to
the gy ol settlement and occupet ion
of thet countyy. _‘he irclusicn of
Bri tish Coluvbis and vancower Islend
is rether an extreme proposition but
it would be vrorng to exclude then

irn the 1ormation ot the ccheme. The
Americens cre encroaching. . large
portion or tre lend at seckatcrewen
might be lormed into a Crown Colony
or e in the union”, F

4 fiscussion of lLr. Brown's views followed. Lr.
selrer, of prince sdward islend, felt that it wes neither right
nor politic to embrace & considerstion of the Huison's Bey
company's territories. lr. Carter, a Jevtoundlsnd delezete,
exrressed the ssme view. EHowever Lr. Brown's moticn was in the
end unanimously carried.

On Tuesday the Zbth, it wes noved by the kon. I,
l'owat that the lorth-vest Territories, 3ritish columbie end
Vancouver should be admitted into +the union on such terms and
corditions as rariianent zhould deem equitsble, anl as& should
receive the assent of Her lejesty, and in the case of the
provinces of British Columoia and Vancouwer as shouid be agreed
t0 by the legisletures of the provinees. UrIortunately nc suct

stipunletion as this was made ir regerw to the ned :iver 3Settle-

# TIope. "Confederation Debates". Iage 69.
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mert an this omissiun wes tu lesd later to tne .ed liver
Rebellicn. Lr. lovet's motion ves sdopte: &8 the Tenil reso-
lution cx the conlersnce. 1t wes recosnired tret a motion o1
this kina would be uveles: unless ~ome rrovision were &lso .g:e
for communicetion enm v on the 27th, it ves Leved o, T LOR. LY.
3elt tret 211 comnmnicsticors with the rortl.-estern Territory
eni the imrroveusnt required ror the developrent o the trede
of tle ve=zt ith the sesboard should be regcrded as subject: of
t¥e higlest importance to con.ederstion cne .Lould pe cirried
out at the eszrliest possible periovd. rhis ves ircor creted &s
tie sixth-ninth resolutivn or the cornlerence.

Once the Quebec conrerence hed been coupletea tle

Q

sraiian jovern ent was in & be.ter position to deel vith
Seordvell's request thot he :hould be inforued vhether Jancaa
woull pe willin: to teke over the oOverntent o1 cny portiven oi
the ..uison's say ceompeny's ftervitory, crd thet il villir to
do .o the  serd a aelejcte to negutiete on the quectiun. ghey

eX - rec

-

rr

gd & rsaldirez: to renier &id torurds opening up Lle

o

country and suggeste!l that the rros;ectivs union vet sen the
goverrments of Jensda, uova scotia, Lev Brunswick, llevitundlend
and rrirces Ziward Island should ve smple reascn for fettling
promtly the positicn or the Lorth-Jest, more :srecigll; as

provision had veen rmcde ir th: Lederstion gsche i 10r the

ai~ission oY the .orth-,est Terri.ory, 3ritish lolurbia crd




Vencouver. Cenoade maintcined that the zirst step towerds the
gattlerent of the territory wes the extinction oi the elad s
of the Hudson's Boy conpeary, <nd thet it should bes the duty oz
the Iaoperisl rather thzn tre Len:t dian Jovern-ert to vnd the
menopoly vhich had been enjuyed so lunz vit! Imyericl sanction.
As soon &8s negotiations of this kind were completed the Jeneditn
Goverrment woull then be resady to comsider the trensfer of the
territory to Canadea. Georze srown vent to Unglend in Decenber
of the same yecer for ilurther rnezotiations cnd emphesized his
belief that the claims o1 the company vere invalic ani thet
therefore it chould not Dbe necesscr, to pay the £1,000,0C0
demended by the company. A8 Brown hed to be home sor the open-
ing o the Canedian legislature in Januery .irel arrangements
could noet be mede but it was agreed thet negotiations would be
resumed leter when & delegetion of wmembers of the leredien
Governuent wWerée to visit _nzlani.

Jhile the uebec resolutions were being debated in
the Canedian lLegislature on February 8th, 1865, 3rown mede the
followirg eddress, -

"It hes always ap;eered to me thet

the opening up of the Lorth-Jest

ought to be one 0f the most cherished

projects of my honoureble 1riends

from Lower Canade. During the discuss-

ion of the question 1or some yecrs back

I hed ocession to dip deep in Lorth-

west lore - into those gingulcrly

interesting narratives of 1life exd

trovels in the north-west in the olden
time, e&nd into the history of the



strugcsles for comrercicl dominency

in the rre=at _ur-becrir> rezi.ns; ¢nd

it ks clveys struck me thet the French-
Jenagdien people lzve cwruse to Jo.k bauk
with 1ride to the .0ll cnd ouccessfiul
port they pleyed in the wdventures of
those duys.....Lest yeer rurs to the
vilue or &e80,000 sterling " ere c:rried
from thet territory by the Hudson's 2&y
compen,; - smurgled off through the ice-
bound regions o f James' Bgy =~ thet the
pretense of the oerrennes: or the
country, ard tre difrficulty of convey-
ing merchzndise by the neturel routs of
the S3t. Lewrence, may be kept up s

little lonzer. The carrying oi mercher-
dise into that country, end brirging
down the bales of pelts ouzht to be ours,
ard must ere long be ours, w3 in the
deys of yore; #nd ivhen the fertile plains
of that great Jaskatchevin Territory are
opened up ror settlement &nd cultivetion,
I am confident thet it will not only edd
immensely to0 our &rnusl asgricul tural
rroducts, but bring us courcés ol minersl
and other wealth on which at present e

"

de nut reckon". F

That all members were not &s enthusisstic &s lr.
Brown may be seen from the fect that on the Z8th of February,
an article was read by lir. Christopher Dunkin of Brome from
the Jdinburgh Review of January which reflerred to the future
of the territories held by the Hudson's Bay company by charter
of lecse and the advantoges vhich vould result from a union
with Canada,

"The completion of the Inter-Colonial

Railway end the probuble snnexation of

the fertile portions of the Lorth-West

Territory to the new Coniederafion form
a portion only of the probable consequences

7 lackenzie. "Life and 3peeches of the Hon. George
Brown",. Page 3:9.



of its formation, but in which Jurope

and the world at large vill eventwlly

pérticipate....\then the valley ¢I the

seskatehswan chall have becn colonized,

the communicetions between the Red

River system and lake JSuperior cownpleted,

eni the herbour of Heli fux united by ore

continuous lire of reilwa; vith the

shores ol Lake Huron, the three missinz

lirks between the Atlantic and the lecific

ocesens will have been supplied", id

Llir. Dunkin pointed out what sppeered to him as the
absurdity of such 2 hope. He said thet it was too large an
undertzking for Cenada to buy the Hudson's Bgy Territory, teake
cere of it cnd meke & road s8ll across the continent, & task
which Great Sritein herself shrank from contempleting. If, &s
has heen ssid, & pessimist is a man who of two evils chooces
both, tren lr. Dunkin wes the extreme pessimist of Confederation.
That reilways have been constructed across the Rocky lLountains
and Lr. Dunkin's doleful prophesy discredited oy future events
wes due to the fect that others of more optimistic viewpoint
were willing to dare the future.

At about this time Vatkin wrote to 3ir Joun A.
liacdonald reviewing the suzgestions which he had previously mde
when in Canada for the government of the Red River Jettlement.
Apart from the continunance of zovernment by the company he had
considered three possibilities, amnexation to trhe province of

Careda of g tract of lend stretching to the 3ritish Columbis

boundary, the formatiom of & separate Crown colony entirely

# "Confederation Debates". DPage 538




independent of Ccrads, and the .ormeticn o. & seperate colorny
but vith more or less extensive .ederstion -ith Cangdasand the
establishment ol & customs union between the two comnunities.
Watkin knew, he s2id, that Lacdcnald's own view fnd that ol
Certier had been in fevour of & sererete crown colonr vhile
George 3rown preferred & colory hevirg £ common customs house
but = separete zovernment. lr. Vatkin's personal viev wis thet
it wes a mistcke for Zanada to tike the recionsibility of ov-
erning the lorth-lest &s & part of herselr, especislly on the
question of deience sgainst both tke Indicns and the Yankees,
but if the gsovernment of Canada saw its weay clear to do so
others should not make any objection.

As previously decided upon with the im erial Jovern-
mert, in the spring of 1865 a delegetion consi:ting of 3ir John
A, Nacdonald, 3rown, Csrtier, and Galt visited .nglend cnd took
up the question of the Hudson's 3ay Territory. In vieu of the
importance to Canada of heving the uworth-lest opened cnd
nigration fhither directed through Cenedien chennels the
delezstes decided that the quickest seolution of the guestion
would be in the best interests of Cansda. Lr; Cerdwell gives
the followins &s the result of his meetins with the delegetes,

"Cn the Tourth point, the subject

. of the llcrth-~,jestern Territory, the

Cenadien ministers desired thet that

territory should be made over to

Cenads, and uniertock to negotizte with

the Eudson's Bay compeny for the ters-

in&tion ot treir rigkts, on condition
that the indemnity, if an, should be



prid, would be raised by Cunada
by mweans of 2 loan unier Imperial

4

Juarantee’. T

The Imgerial Government comnsented readily enouzh to

this, glad to escepe irom the expense of the erscticnof a

Crown Colony.

end his

controversy on the problems of Confederstion cnd the opening

Refersnce has previously been rede to ..r. James Do

cetivities in the Red Ziver Jettlement.

Ami st the

S

of the Lorth-Vest Lr. Ross' sddress at a benguet held in the

Queen’s Hotel, Toronto, on Lovember 11th, 186y, represents

the opposition of the Canadiar perty ir the settlement to the

HFudson's Bay compan? ¢nld chows & desire on their

joined to Canada.

2

Bego

"lr. llayor, the people or the

country I represent heve hitherto

been 1little heord of; but they

mvst nevertheless be taken into
accouwnt in the scheme of Conitederation,
whiel hes, for som pest, been under
cormsideration..,...The government o
the country is in the honds of the
Eudson's Bgy cowpany and is of an
extremely priwmitive and patrisrchal
charscter. This government it i1s none
of mny duty, at the present time, to
eriticize, but I may say it is any-
thing but fevoureble to the progress
¢f thet country......B3eing g netive

0of thect region, #nd a representutive
in &n ethnologicel o8 well as &
geograpkicel sence, 1 beg t0 exXpress
my zreat plessure in seeing this
measure of Confederation likely to be
consummated, 2or 1 Dbelieve it will
benefit the Lorth-Test. Apsrt Ironm
the extent ol the country, its intrin-
sic vclue rorms en izportent elemernt,

"History of the liorth-vest. Preage 2.9.

pert to be
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It is cepable oI sugteining a

vast popuwlation, vecause extensive
enil fertile. For over one hundred
and rifty miles vidth along the
bouniary line, there is as habiteble
2 country &s can be round on the
surfece of the glob&€ss.....There is,
indeed, over the vhole country, a
vest network of excellant water
communication, vrell adapted ior commn-
erciel purposes”.

After referring to the vealth of mineral recou rces
and fishing facilities lLir. Ross swys in conclusiorn,

"Allow me, & native of the Red River

Country, and its sole represante tive

here, to expresc the “gep gretific-

gtion I feel in hevirng that port of

the country soc promirently brouglt

betore the ettention oi the deleg: tes

from the Lower Frovinces:; ard allow

me to express the hope that in the

scheme now being devised, the vest

extent, the resources, the cerabili ties

eni the velue of the Lorth-west may be

fully remembered", #iF

Cne of the promises mgde by the reorgmized Hudson's
Bay company wes thet it should facilitete communication gerose
British Iorth America by telegraph or othervise. In 1865, Dr.
John RNge, en Arctic explorer, vas sent to ascertain the
practicablility of establishing cowmmuricetion by & telegreph
line. He was scconpanied by an engineer by the name of
Schwieger and a careful examination was made or the route to
3ritist Columbia. They submitted an exheus tive report on

the subject, but the company, aside from trenms,orting a large

Whelan. "The Union of the 3British Provinces"™.
Peges 196-17.

Sis

## Ibid. rage 198.
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gqucntity of wire to the Lorth-.est never proceeded vitl the
WOT R,

While Cancdion Stotesmen were di secussing the question
of the Test with lmperisl linisters, its resources vere brou ht
to the atftention of Unzlishuwen vhen Viscouit lLilton ond Dr.
Cherdle undertftook in 166Z rn e..pedition to the Lorth-jJest in
an effort to discover the mvst direet route throwh 3ritish
territorr to the zold repgions ol Ceriboo cnd to exylire the
unknown country on the vestern flark of the rocky Lountcirs,
in the neisghborrocod of the sources or the north broneh of the
Thompson ziver. In 186b they published treir wook, "The [orth-
West Lessage by Land", averring in the pretfcce thet one of the
prineipel objects in view had peen to arew cttention to the
vast imeortance of egtablishing e hihway srom the atlertic to
the reacific threuzh Zritish .ossessions. .n ¢1Vantage'mhich
wonld .olliow i ould be the opening up &nd colonization o1l trie
Red River cni onesketehewan regicns. They seid,

"Je heve ettempted to show that the

original idea of the Lrench Cansdians

was the right orne &nn © L0 4ne Lral

Worth-vWest Fassage is by lsnd, alorg

the rertile belt of the 3askatchewan

legding throuzh sritish Columbia to

the splendid herbour of Zsquimelt,

and the reet coal iields of Varmcouver

Iglend, which offer every advantege

for the protecticn and suply of a

merchant rleet trading thence to Indie,
China, &rd Jzpan"™.

# 1lilton esn’ Chezdle. "The Lorth-yest [essage by Lend".
Preface, rege 17,



They went on to portray *he veclth o. the vest end its wmany
resowrces. .efer irg to the zarrers osr Ted Diver vith tleilr
cbunderce ox iloeko, lerds, ¢rd riin rore thinm .ui-icient .or
their oom ~ants tle~ <tid,

"3ut, chut cut in this listent

correr o. .he esrtih Irom £n; comT-
unicctior with tle rest of tie
worli-sxcey t an uncertain one with
the young stete of linrecuvts by
steamer urirn the sumer-end vitw
Jnziend oy the comrpary's ships vhieh
brirg stores t0 York sactory in
Huldson's 3ay, once & jyecr-tke tarrers
find no msrzet for their proaduce".

They went on 10 protest thet the day of monopolies hed gone

by eni thet it vas strenge thet the goverrning power or tkte
colony should rewein in the herds c1 the trading cowpans 1vith
interests oprosed to deveioprent. Jome [royer colcnial 0vern-
ment shcould be establisked and erforts nade to open ur the
country. They saw hope in the Ipct thet the compeny e d chensed
tends &nl thet tre rew directors hsd sert Jr. Fce 40 survey the
route 1or tle telegrarh line,

"Thet tke cezsatiun of the coupany's
pusiness vould be & sericus blow to
the Settlenent we resdily sllow; wut
the substitution of a proper Joloniel
Governnent Ior thet of the company
does not destroy reir trede »s Las
bezn suriiciently proved ir the ccse
of British Columbia grd Vancouver
Islend. Let then contirue to oe gresat
merchents, €s in those colonies; out
let their monopoly ceese, end the
governing power be tremstarred to
independent hands". w4

# Nilton snd cheadle. "he Lorth-.est Pesssge by Lend".
Frefzce, Fage 40.

## Ibid. sage 400.
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In 1864« Thomes Rewlings dedicated to ,Jilliem [apier
of the explorir s expedition or 1607, & book entitled "The
Cornrederation ot the Lritish lLorth .verican Trovinces; Their
Icst Eistory ond Iuture Lrospects; Including also British

Columbie ¢ni the .udsun's 3¢y rerritory; .ith & lc;, end

Suggesticons ir Neference to the Jrue ene Only rrezcticeonle Ruute
From the _‘tlentic to the Iaciric Oceens". .3 did otler writers
cr the subjsct ol the lorth-uest, Zawlinse dwelt upon the rich-
ness of the rertile belt,

"The explerations of Liwpson, Hird,
FPelliser, Hector, sulliven snd
Blekicton, &ll serve to prove that
within Britisl lerritory the most
fertile s30il west of the llississippi
exists - &nd thet so vest, o rich

ie this greet velley thet it is cap-
sble of subsisting tienty million"., #

His next viewpoirt was thet the Hudson's gy Coapeny should
encowrege colonizetion end producticn,

"Gentlemer of the Hudson's Ray
corpany, you have pessessed for two
certuries 2 splendid monopoly. e
are not of those vho vwholly cordemn
the nenrer ir which you heve cdmin-
istered the power delcgated to you,
on the contrary a cereiul kncwled e
of the history and results ol your
rule, prove thet your eficirs have
becn &dministere? vit! mueh ability,
discretion arnd judgmwent. Jocur labors
have beer irospe-ous t©0 &an unreralleli-
ed degree, :nd the amiceble menrer in
wnich you, gnd those under your
authurity, have conducted your re-
letions vith the Indicns, and to
which they beer testimuny Jor so
lengthered 2 pericd. certainly is ir
the highest degree crediteble to you

i* Rewlings. "The Confedersticn of the Jritish [orth-
American Irovinces, etec." Fege 90.
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vhen ccrtrestel —it’. the citernin-
etirg versere iieh has chiaccterized
tre —elaticns ¢f the United Ctetes
Government vith tlew. It cenroct be
expected thrt & muen.poly so er tire
shonld be cirried on ' ithcut proiveciry
meny tnimosities £r i thet scts heve
1not been comuitted vhieh zpjecr umise,
impolitie, end groitrery. It tould e
unrecsonsble to suprose that you rre
so devoid oL seli-interest &s to Le
wvilling to Jive up & power 30 long
possessed ena proviaing sucl a sylerdid
interest on the copitel enmplojed or
that you ¢re willing te rorego cry
rights you magy poszezs I0r the —eneral
£00deesesalow the cry &gcinst the
Hudson's 3ay coupeny is thet locked ir
the valleys of {ke .ssiniboine end
deskrtchewan there is ©b,000 squere
miles, or seventeen nilliuvn ccres et
once ¢veilable .or tre agriculturist;
er this leni is bleck vitn riclrness™, #
Rawlirgs goes on to s&y that if &ll this wvere tcken
frow tke coupany the 1ur frede vouwld zur.er out little. The
Indians could be teught agriculture. It ves norngcense to sey
that the saveje coula nct be civilized. .o reference is mmde
£0 Lr. Gowler, one 0f the best ferrers o1 the Led River Jettle-
ment vhe, on oiddirgz good-bye to rrofessor .inrd, seid,

"Look &t thet srairie; 10,0C0 hezd ot
cetvtle mght feed and Istten Zor nothirg.
If I found it worth -y while I could
enclose 1ifty, one hundred or rive
hundred escres, end rroum ever;y acre et
from thirty vo forty ouslels of vhest
s=ar ctter jyecr. I could grow Indien
eorn, barley, octs, flex, hemp, hops,
turnips, tubacco - ensthing you vwish,
end to ary cmount; but vhet vould be the
use? There ere no markets - its a
chence 11 any whest is tsken end my

“

7+ Rawlings. "The Confederaticn ol the British Lorth-
Lrericen rrovirces". Page Y9-10Z.
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cotatoes 1 mey have to zive to the

pigs. If we hed orly = merket, you'd

heve to trevel lonz betore you vould

gse: lhe like o0l these prriries aobont

the lssinivoirne™. ¥

Rewlirgs believed that the directors ol the company
wounld be fsr-seein: enough to reglize that the best poliey lLor
thenselves and the people they represented was to be villing to
develop the resources of the country, to open the kighvays,
and to prepare for the coming of the iron bends weliting to gpan
the prairies.

Delay in the consummetion of Contedersaticn me:nt &lso
delay in dealing vith the final settlement with the Kudsor's
BRay company beczuse Canada hesitated to cpen negotiaticns vhen
Unior Government once tormed vould undertake the work. However,
the company, thirking that erraengements were beir z undnly
protracted were &nxious to have a final settlement msde. Acc-
ordirgly Heed, to indicate thet unless action vwere teken ot
once the territory might slip out of the grasp or Cenads
entirely, forwarded to Cerdwell = proposal mcde by & growp by
Anglo-American Capitalists to buy the cowany's erable lends
with & view to colonizetion. rhis proposel véas in the rorm of
& letter written by Lr. Alexender leZwen, representing the
capitaelists, and ren as follows,-

"yill you permit me to enquire on

bekhalt of self and iriends whether

the Hudson's Bay coupeany is ab

liberty and villing to dispose of its
cultivable territory to a group of

# Rawlings. "The Confederstion of the »ritish Lorth-
Lmericen Provinces". Tage 103.




Anglo-american caritelizts vwho

would settle «nd colonize the scne

on 2 systen sirdler e thet ir

operaticn in tke United Jtates in

respect tc the org rizction ot

territaories ond stetesyt

LLr. Cardwell ir replyir - to Esci reminded hiw that =t
the conferencs which hrd tcker place uuriry the previows zumier
between Cencdian linisters cnd certein meubers of Her lejesty's
Government the provircial miristers errressed a desire trat
Rugert's len.: and the Lortk Test Territory shouwd be mcde over
to Cencde end they undertook to negoticte vith the Luason's gay
coupery i0r the termiretion cof their rights or cordition thet
tre indemnity should be peid by a loen reised in Canec ds urnder
Imperizl guarantee. Cardiwell pointed oubt thet the [mperiel
Governwent must keer in mina such < desire on the pert of the
Cenadiens. 3ir sdmuni answered to the effect thet the cocpeny
would,

"Venture most respeetinlly to inquire

fer how long & period the option iT

it mey be so celled, vhich had been

givern to Cansda, is supposeu to remsirn

open?"  ##
He pointed out trke corsequences to the pecunisery irtercsts ot
the conrany, 1f they were to be considered bound to lose oppor-
tunities of s&le, wvecause of &n indetfinite understandirg between
two other perties. Cardwell then comrunicated this irquiry of

Feed's to the Janadien Goverament, Imn & lirnute of Couneil of

Juns £2rnd, 1866, the Zxecutive vouneil replied thzt it deplored

St

Correspondence of the Jjecretery of stete to the
Governor-Genercl oi Cernede, extrected from the
Public Archkives, uttawa.

e
if.

Corresporderce of the aecretery of 3tate to tle
Governor-3enersl of Canads, extracted rror the
Cenedien Archives.



the idea of =zuch £ ssle bein_ ncie <n i hea no doubt thet uvne
0t the .irst wuties oL the corniederate roverrmer . rould be

to necotiste Lor ¢ trensrfer o1 the Hudson's sey corgpen,'o
cleims. Letnvhile it icvited ner Lejesty's eid ir preventing
the sale of &ny portion of the territory before such time &s
negotiations could be completed. wun the receipt o. Lhis pro-
test from the .Lenadien Government, Cirdwell _orvarded & copy
of the lLinute of vouncil to ithe comrany.

On the tirst of Juiy, 1867, the conitederction ol
the British provinces wis milde on cccouplished teet. In Jet-
cber Jir John A, lacdonsld vwrote to ¢ friend,

"The Hucson's 3ay guestiun must soun

be csettled; the rapid narch of events

end the incrz=ese of populetion on

this continent will conpel snglerd zrd

Canale to come to sore ajreenment

respectinyg that immense country. e

shall ventilete the -uoject Jduring c‘he

ensuiny session o1 perliament vhich

commences on the 6th of .ovember, wngd

skell be able to judge vhat the leelirg

of parlizmerntc is". ¥
Accordingly when the delegctes of the newly iorred vomiriun
were in session tke west ceame up azain ¢s & topic Lor discuss-
ion. On the 4th of uvecemwder, Lr. Ledouzall, now Linister of
Public works, uroucht ir ¢ series of recolutiovns Jdirectly re-
leting to the acquisitio:n o supert's land sne the Lorth- jest

besed upon the one hundred end rferty-sixth sectivn ol the 5. L.

A. Act. These were thet i1t would be to the fdvantage or Ceansade

¥ Willson. Lord Strathecona. Page 40



(o)

er » the Imoire it ke Douiricr were erterced Tmestvara tu tle
gshores of th. raciiie cozen; ticot coloricotion, aeveloprert ol
minersl weclth, cri the extensicr of zommerzisl intercource
aepended upon Tile esteblishmert vz o steble xv.omrert ir tle
Lorth-yest Territories; thet the prorulstien tlrecdy irheoitir:
the renvte teiritories wonld be enlencea vy the .ornuation oo
politicel irstituticns =i iler %0 thuse ir the jrovirces; trot
the Sritish Zoverntent be :ddrecce. to unite .ppert'sc _tnua ra
tie Lortl-lest Territiriel wit.. tse Jonxinion enae ~rert the
periiesmert oI seresde futhirity o ievislete zor it thet ony
dilfer=nce o. opi-iocr vhieck wizht erice A%l erny corroretivn or
irdiviaual in the <ime =kou.i ve suudtted o Judic el eciciun;
thet upon the Trirsrerence (L the verritor, tc tie Jenedian
overnwent the cleiws oir the Indian Ifrioes to compsnceétion _or
lends rejuired ror settlenent chould be corgidereus; trd thetl
Eer lejezty shouid b2 zp ,rozcled vn the suwnject of (ke reso-
luticers. In Lis cpeech =upLortiry, these resolutivrs . 1.
.eDouzgell concluied vith toe Loilowin g worde,

"Tirst, 1t is desirable that this

country (the Lorth-,est) skhould oe

transterred Lron lmperia. %o Jsnedisn

cuthorit;. second, thet the control

of tlst cowmtry ouxkt to oe ir zhe

hends o4 tris gerlieswert end under

tre diresticn or this lcgicleture.

Ther, i1 the 20 pegny .eke ery clein w0

any pvrtiorn ot the <oil occu, ied oy

our serv.rts, .he vill zoLe irto the

courts te meke o¢i their claim, &nd

trey vwill keve the riznt, i1 the

decision i3 edverse S0 them, to espjeal
to the rrivy couneil".

+  sezs. "History ot the Lorth-.Jest". rege C45.




The TNesolutions - ve rise to crolonged devetss 1r
which .11 the leadirz me'bers too't gert. vrle ron. Jozep'. Jove,
weber ilor Hants, wova ocotia, <poke viry strongly sgeiret tle
propored gcquisitior. Jre don. L. H. Holtoxn touv: & wimilar
stend, and noved an zmendment to the efiect thet it was ime:ped-
ient to cdopt the recolutiorns until the 2leims vit whici tre
territories vere burdened wers known. Lr. LOrris, vriter of
Lova J3rifarnia, spoke in support of the resolutions t0 the
followinz eflect,

"Professor Hind 3escribed the valley

of the Ted River &3 a 'Faradise of

fertility' and Ltound it iwpos.ivle to

speck of it ir any other terms then

those of astonisl rent and azdmiretion.

He also regorted that as en agriculturczl

country it vould one 1lgy ranlkl amony the

post I stirgaished”. i

Ilr. liorris profecssed his plecsure thet the povernuent
proposed to deel practicelly with the jreat gquestion and to
cleim thet under the Confederation Lot this sreat country
should be hconded over to the Dominion subdject to « reserveticn
ol rizhts of the Indians and to & recognition of such riuts
as the Hudsonr's Bay company wmight be &ble to establish. Thics
led to a corsideration of the position of the conpany which
clsimed "all the country, the veater: of vhich Lell into nujson's
Bay". Lot eszuming for & moment the validity ol the chorter,
Ir. Liorris meintained that its own wording had ezpressly en-

cluded from its operation "all the lernds actuslly possessed by

# lorris. "Love Britannia". Praze 140.
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ZJrerted to cny our suujects uy tre saujects

0 ¢ny Christicn vrovirce or stete' . at the tine it ipc
Crerles 11 rrinted e ch.rter lencdi Vas posiessed by J'rinue.
37 right then of inisritsnce .egnade clel ed the LLrser orticr
0r the .ertile velt cn or tlis eu “Lority .r. lorris erndiorsed
tkz policy of the ~overnntent ir 1ts cetiun. Ee trus ted thut
Canada vould &ssert rer claim to every izch o1 =0il ~hich sle
rightfully ownel, buv woulid atv the sime .= rs2omize cryy
legel cleim vhich could e estsblished by otler cloimonts. He
also urged the opening up o1 & highivey 0or travel Dbetiesn the
dewinion tnd the Ied Jiver Country end, that estiblished, tic
policy *ould be to throw open the rLertile preiriec to cseitlers
witn free zréents of 1and to tempt thew to vuild homes. Tre
borst of the smericcn press wcs thet tre new Jominiun had
neither enterprise nor energy ercugh to occz2u, 7 the Jartile velt,
eni thet the overflow of Lmsricern settlerent Ifrom .irresot: «rd
Decoteh virs cbout to plece its ownerchip beyond the resch o
dinleouacy. He therelore trusted thot the Eowe chould ilecide
&t once to eecert the territory, cnl he Zirml,; velieved thet

if it 4id so the ~rect colorial unior wonld yet be sstablished
on & firm, steble eni irdiszsolubls .isis exterded from the
Stlantie to the Paeifie. The resolutions wer. discussed 10r zn
entire veez and then, slighti - umended, vere corried by o
nejority of sixty-three votes.

Ir Februery, 1867, lieutenant-General sir Joln Liclkel,

in comnmand of +the iorces in British sorth america cnd Jenadisn
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Adwinistr. tor, sdvise® in e dispeteh to the Jerl of Cearnarver
gzainst the imue igts union of tle lLwdson’s pay Zer-itory tu
Canada, or the c¢veation of ¢ Zrown Zolony ¢t the Red River.
After outliniry his recsons ¥e¢ concluded vith tlhe cpiriun thot,

"until a safe comuunicction lor

military purposes 1&s8 conpleted

betv.een Canada ana Jort gerry,

gither the union ox the Fudson's

Bay territory to Canada or tre

creation of & Crown lJolony &t the

Red River Jettlement, vould be a

source of weukness an il dengzer both

to Cangda znd Anglend". i
However, as Trotter points out, lLichel ves ¢ soldier end looked
&t the problen vith biased csution. Trotter s ys thet such
communicstions as he demarnded, thet .culd be secure from &ny
militery hazards, would reguire 10r their puilding tiue that
gould ill be lost if the territory were to become a part of the
neyy 3ritish Dominion.

Thet the fear of the United Itietes expressed by ir.
Lorris asnd others was not vain has alresdy been sscertained
but mgy be iurther shown by & letter written on sugust Z0th,
18¢7, by sir Frederick Bruce, Sritish Ambeszador at ,eshirgton,
to Lori 3tanley,

"There is morecover & considerable

gsection of the western populastion

looking Zorward to the scquisiticon

0¥ the territory which includes the

Saskatchewan cnd the Red River

Settlement and I Zoresee thet if it

is not shortly oc:upied vith settlers
whe can turn its naturcl resources to

# Trotter, "Cansdian Federation", Page 288.
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account, it vill be over-rur by
squatters ruchiry uy rom lontana
with whom the Hudson's pay compeny
an * the Cencditn .utherities will
find it iirticult to leal". 3

In the summer ol 1867 occurred ¢n evert renmerable
in the commercial history of the Lorth-ljest. oendrord leming
met Lr. Bezgz, the historisn, in 3%. _aul end induced him to
underteke at Zed River a trcde vith Janadz. 1xr. 3es> accordir-
ly proceeded to obtecin crders from the treders crd wes so
successful that in Jenusry, 1668, he returred to Cansdc vwith
the promise of (90,000 worth of goods for the setilement. Irom
then on Cangdian zocds were able to compete imn the coluny vith
those [rom 3ritein ¢nd the United 3tetes snd iound their rtay to
the west in greater quentities esch year.

The Hudson's Bay company iould not agree to ery trers-
fer of ite land until terms rere definitely settled cnd &as
Cenads hed precticelly cgreed t¢ this the 3ritish Governrent
commenced proceedings. The Duke of Buckingham, 3Jecretery of
Stete for the Colonies, sent & dispstch to Lord lionck to the
effect that the c¢laims of the company must be settled before
tfurther stens could be taker. The rezult was that 3ir Georce
Cartier ani the Hon. William lceDougell were cpprointed by urier-
in-Jouncil ss & delegestion to proceed to Zngland to represent
the Cenadien viewpoint enid arrenge™erms [or acguisition by
Cenada of ZTupert's Lend", and arrenge "for the admission by

} Corresponience of Jecratery of state to Governor-
General of Canads, Censdian Archives.
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Caneds of the .ozrth west Territory into union with Canade,
either with or vithout Ilu ert's Land, :s me be round prceticel
end expediernt". Cn the Btk oI .nowst, 1868, Juckinghom trote
to lLonck enclosire & copy of the zet pitssed in the Imyerial
Parlisment corfexring powers for the surrender by the Hudson's
Bay company of their privileges. 1In the sct wis a clcuse to
the effect thet all rights or the company were t0 be zurrendered
end extinguished but that ncthing was to prevent the coupeny
from continuing to carry on in Rupert's lerd its trede erd
commerce. By arnother cleuse Rufert's Lend was to be edwitted
intc Canade and then ¢ 11 necessary laws eand institutions were
to be edmitted. Cn the 9th ¢f Jeptember, Lock wrote to Buck-
inghan asking thet he postpone the negotistions until thre
arrival of the Caenadian delege tes who vere sciling on uctober
drd.

By this time the company wes fully elive to the ve lue
of the west as a field for colonizetion. Views had chcngzed
rodically since 3ir Georgse Simpson had testified in 1857 thet
the land vas unfit for settlement beceuse crops vere uncertain,
floods were frequent, the climate wes unifavourable, tna navicg-
ation feeilities were of the poorest. How the company wes
determined at every turn to drive ¢s shrewd ¢ bergiin as possibple,
knowirg thet prairie lerd wes easily cultivated £nd capubdle of
supporting a large pc uleaticn. Consequently the company's

attitude mede negotiastiorns more difficult to complete.
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The irrormctior vhich we heve o1 tle rezovictions
in gequiring the Jorth-,est is ir the Lorm oL corres) crdence
oetWeen the Jonnittes or the .om.eny, tie Imerisl Jovernnent
end the ancdisn Deley tes. Jle views or tle cor terdirg
perties wey be lesrned by ¢ peruscl of thess letters. The
arzgurent put corvord oy .r. Cartier cnd .Lr. Ledocuz 13 ves thet
it should not be necessary .o them to Jlecl vith tie oo rary
at a2ll. On Februery 8th, 1663, they emrres:ed this view vren
writing to 3ir rrederic Rogers #nd contended *het it ke d been
gn unwise wove on the pirt of the Imericl Foverrzent to rcke
the cssent of the conpeny a condition rrecedent tu the trinsfer.
They recalled the ftect thet the B. L. A. act hed wffirmed the
policy of unitinz under one governtent sll the colories, prov-
inces end territories of British lorth Lnerice znd thet tre
Lorth-Jest Territories or ITgpert's land or both vere to be
sdmitted on such terms as agreeable to the Canadien Governuent
with Britisk corsent, end thst no mention had been mgie of the
company. Then the Im_.erial Gov-=rrunent, the; vert on to =gy,
teeling thet there vowld be difficulties erisirg over the
cherbter mede the stipulat ion thet the copany nust de cunsulfed
if eny trinsfer were to take plsce. This irn itself ves dis-
rleesing t0 the leradian represertitives but the mcre 50 wvecfuse
the compeny held out for such lerge remuneriticn. In the pro-
rosals made by the 3ritish Governnent to the company it sssumed

the velidity of the cherter cnd thet Dupert’™s Lenld irecluded the
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fertile belt, iccts hicl the Zspeliir Jouvorr erne Msd tive e
disputed. Cn mors thin one vecesion the stetemart ko d beer
made by the comparny thkct the lird vos nubt o1t sor colonizetiun
eni thet it vas ¢t comider ble ypeirs tnd exjerse ir roverrir..
Wy, trhen, the Cgnedian Jelegetes erzued, should the cowpany
not ve willing %o give compensaticn 1or havinr this tigz tzken
oiff it hards, rether then itself lemend poyuent. Lr. Jllice,
a lezder in the coupany's effeirs, hed rerestedly stited
during the investicction in 18587 that ¢ treding corporctiun
should not be &llowed to obstruct for & moment ¢ny land that
wes Lit ror settlement. why then should the company do thet
very thing now? \as there eny more jJustificetion dlor it than
there had been twenfy yeecrs beforer Loreover Lr. Fladstons
hed mainteined thalt land cepable of cecclonization should be
withdrewn Ifrom jurisdiction ol the com any and sir Zdwerd
Bulwer Lytton had slready put ¢n end 1o the company's license
of exclusive trade in 3ritish Columbia ¢nd the Indien territ-
ories. The rights of the charter £lso came up +0r iiscuasion.
The Jelegates cortended thet since the charter hed read,
'except land already under some other ClLristian prirce or
state' cna since frem the treaty or Utrecht to tle Trezty of
Feris the whole 0f the territory knewn s the Vinnigey besin
grd tfertile belt wes possessed by the .rench, this could not
poseibly have been ziven t0 the company. They shouid not now
demend compensction for it., Ihe territory sctuslly embreced

by Canads's irterpretstion of the chorter hed little commercisl



value, ovut its rriece isht bes eterr.ned ry the _ritis . siverr-
Lent.

ad

chile Ve sorcdicr olesetec edt oot otho oolula
be esling orly it . the 1wjericl suvan ert, tlo 20 jen” ~elt
Just &8 stronily vk P 1t showla rot ve cras L re tloto
wit.. Jeng ., ~e_.eeiell] & the Dduke oo _ucsiir byl Lay odreso,
suzseste’ tercs neerld, = el ceav ™3, Lhis tod 0. deln e
rrevious vo the wrrivel o. Lie Lins dun sdrniste o Lt Lrplory

and hed ovezn ~0ll wer w7 ¢n act fe€cel in the _ritis .oxlic-

nent 20ry
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rrirg povers for the surren er .y the zuwyprin  of ite
privileges. Then vk, the com any «s5ked, shieuid neroticti.ns
which hax vriginclly cuil ez v, ger . Cele i L0ne
Government finall;y end ir & 2uentrovers: witkh the Janad en
delegetesn.

while regotiations vere in pro ress, on the loth ci
Sepbernber, 1&6(, Lr. Jdohn L. dpnow veceived instructivrco .ro-
ledougell to procsed w0 tre .2d _dver sottle ent cntl tu cuwrence
tkhe opening o1 ¢ rogl .row I'ert Zorry to tle Leke ¢z the .o ds
on the route r=zccnmuended by oinon Dewson. Lt theaet Tine Conedwu
di i not huvs an; right in the terryitory cn thke 0 pon;” .el*

esarieved. A letter irom leDougsll in Jenuery, iodd, to uir

Frederiec Rozers justifie hi. asctivnon the round. tlhot it leu
Leen ‘one becsuse o . p.e ls riae o) e’ iver Lettlers to [ Tu-
vent stervetion. In theot Jeer ier .euw Deun o plegue (I Jrofe-

Lor:ers eny tre _or'. ester 1. | tulis..e. wnoepgecd Lor zil

# Report of Delezates ajpointed to .egotistl _or the
Lequisiticn orf Rupert's itn . .n. she Lorsgi-.uest
Territory, 1G6E€9. Pages (9. 20,2122 2324, 25 24627



()

tdireszel Lot to the irtavitonts of Junwie trie tTe United
stetes. l.2lougall ¢leinmed thet tre 2onpny lil rerdered ne «1d
to the settlers und he leniel eny ides oz vilirg to tres wew

cn the $0il. &8 it kup enel Ledonzell's stutetswe vwus incorrest
for the Zourcil of .s:iriboie Lez been tle Lirst to come to the
rescue uf the settlers by voting ¢ sum of sixteen hundrei pounds,
whicl wes sollowed by & liberel aonction .row the corpon, iteoeli.
The results 0% Znow's vork vill ne referred to ir ..mther
connection.

In & letter frow sir 3t:fforl Lorthecte to Torers
vritten Jenuery 1Zth, 1869, we lecrrn thet he hed ucce)pted tle
position of Fovernor of the .om iny veected by the larl of
Kimberley. He regrsatted thet proposals whicn had been nede by
the Duke of Newcastle ghould new be contended. The only pert
of the territory in vhich ecrly settlement would teke plece
would be the fertile oelt vhich wes not inferior ir quelity
or climete to lLinnesots snd -chould be poid for accordingiy.

The Sritish Governnent in acting &s &n interwmediary
between the clesims of the Cenedien Delegates gnd the Hudson's
Bay compsny hed a difificult poesition to [ill ir that it must
fevour reither side and yet reintein the dignity ircuwbent ujun

Her llajesty's linisters. In the midst of nepotictiors Disrceli's

Fsovernment wes delfested eni legrl Groanville bpecene pecretery of

Stste. He would not teke the responsibility of settling the

dispute regerding the velidity of the cherter or the cmount of
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territor, vwhici. ... rless 11 hoi interde . tu ireclude ir 2t.
I'is cttitude ves nctuiel encull. os s0r yerrs the _ritisy
Government hcd tascitly cdamitted the v.lidity vi the chirier
end mus t now ir no vwery imreir its ovn euthorit, . seconmin
impatient when the twe Lerties were nu nerrer :rrivirg ¢t ¢
solution ¢fter lengthy corrvesporaence, rranville vrote te
Lecrtheote legyin: dovn terms vhiek he huped would be cdopted
bty both sides without zurther -discussi . n. 1. this vere mt
dore £11 negotigtiors on the cubjecd vould cecse. IThis len
the c¢ospar; to modicy its claiws gomevhet en: the tinsl (rrongs-
rents " ere now dravn up.

Tre company was to surrerder Jupert's wend cnd other
parts of the lLorth-i/est to Censads ir refurn zor £L300,000. It
cowd retein, however, its treding posts and privileres tnu
& certéin number of acres srowmd e&2h post not to exceed in
total fifty thouserd. The conpany might also cleiw the ikt
of chcosing a prororti.rn of eeach township up until ten jyeers
efter the trensfer it the lend had roet been clrecdy sold. This
wee to arpply te the Iertile belt end only ore-twentietl. of =
township might oe so t:ken. hre company cgreed to siare in the
cost of survey up to eizht cernts ¢n £cre. The cleius of the
Indians were to be disposed of by the Cancdan Governtent in
communication with Her ltjesty's Sovernmert. Grinville vrote
toc Younz, now Governor-Jenerel o. Canedse, corcernir; this last

metter, notinz the many veys ir vhieh the Indiens hea provited

L eSS
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by the rule o. tke co pan, ¢n 8kin> thet the; be tre tel v ith
all kirdrecss ari consjivercetion by the Cznaldicn Sovernnert so
thet they would reslize thot thelr velfire wis bein> considered
by the new ovmerz of the lend. rthe lenzdi.n Fovern-ent fro-
ceeded to arrenge to tcke over the overnzent oi the Lorth-
West €eni by 'n Imperisl urder ir Jcuneil or tie I4th of June,
1670, Rupert's Lend and the lLorth-ljest Territory were to be
Tormally united to the DJominion ¢l Janais .rom enl :iter the
15th of July, 1&70.

Before final arrenzements for the trensfer of tre
country were made, A. J. Russell, . J. znd Inspector ol Crown
Timber Agencies or Canasda, vrote o pumphlet entitled “"The Zed
Diver Cowmntry, =udsor's 3ay cnd the unorth-.jest Territories
cornsiiered in Zelation to Canwda", in ihich he reiferred to
verious reeson which rmode the acguisition of the jorth-l.est
importent. After the writinz of the pamphlet 1t wes destroyed
by fire end belore its publication the Hudson's Hgy coupany
had slresdy cornsented tc the trensfer to Zanada of the territ-
or,; vhich it claimed. However, Lr. Zussell rLelt thet souwe or
the information might prove userful ¢nd irteresting and proceeded
with his publicetion. Je refer to his work bectuce it pives
the views of another Csnadian on the idea of enrexation of thre
West to Cenade written prior fo its acguisition., There was,
Lr. Russell thought, the need oI & [ield [lor settlement Zor

Canada becsuse its nost favourably situsted lend hed clready
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been .ispcsed ol crl Jhere were nc rerivrns lelt o tt.ozcet end
receive i.cigrectivn. _hern the cequisitivn o Je Lest ves
importent &8 ¢ wme.ns of preserving tictber Lhrcurh ¢ su.iiciercy
ot otfer lends that vould oe v iiccle sor settlers. 1t vouli
salso zive & vider merket anli grester .emans 10r Ctneadian yro-
duets. He saii,

"Je want all the strength its ‘uture
ropulsaticn and trcie cer zive 1in
gdiitivn to ©ll thet whick the e=xten-
gion of settlement in our rermsining
vacent lands, ¢ni the ievelopment of
their resources, may =ftord us, 1o
render it possible lor us to meirtair
that jegree -f selr-sustezining irde-
rerderce or future neticvnelity which
the lother .ountry cczierrlgtes™., &

Lr. Russell vent on te poirt out thet if Britist
golumbie vere united to the Joziniorn end &n sdecuste lire uz
comounicetivn opered tkhrouzh the province irom Lake Ju.erior
to the Iseitfic &1l the comcmerce of the interior of gritish
Americe wouli be Arcwn to hLer ports.

Then 10llows a discussion of the mueh disputed che rter
of the Hudson's Bay compan,,

"wWe ere &t issue vith the Hudson's
3ey compeny. we deny the justice and
validity of their title to the
territory most veluable to us - the
centrel prririe country - cleimed by
them under threir charter from Xing
Charles the second in 1670Q.

Par from gziving the Hudscr's 3ay
company the intericr country oOn the
Red Tiver ¢nd the Seckatclewan, their

# Russell. "The Red River Coantry, Fudson's 3a7

end The Lorth-./est Territories Jonsicered in
Relation tc Ceanads™. Paze 98.
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Srerter, restricted 0y thiz ercey-
tiun, Jii not even ~ive thew thut
prt ol tre cocst ol Lu'so-'s ey
ir Llyront or it.....2ut thou i cur
irterests ars oryosec to their: as
to territoriel riznts, we srnovlla
be crrernl tTe he just to the corgpary,
eni corngiler vell the perticulere in
which their interests «nd ourc may
gxree.

48 must acknovwledge that their
aimirsble gystem, 001 mrnegen nt
an- goot taith in “ed drg vith the
Indiens, cre highly crediteble to
them, ani heve wueinte ined trenquillity
in the vast territories under treir
swegy, wnl pcace on ocur borders, ond
respect For the zritisl. name ard power
ir. the minds o1 the natives; ani that
their officers an. agents are proverb-
iglly honoresble men.

1f the compeny were broken up and
their orficers withdrevn from these
territories, and the trade of them
thrown open to 211, it mizht, no doubt,
give & Tev enterp-ising men in Cansds
the opportunity uf seeking, probably
with some success, to amass weslth
like thet of the 0ld Lorth-lest Company
of Lontresel. Bat vhen the irrezuler,
eni too often umscrupulou- treding of
the sdventurers was substituted for the
well reguleted end reliable system of
the Hudson's 3gy company, it vould
probably have, with the iree use orf
spirits thet would no douwbt attend it,
a most injurious eirfect upon the Indians;
and coupled with the mony causes of
rrovoecation scconpanying the sdvance of
settlenent, vould, slmost certeinl, -,
lead to difficulties &nd vorder warfsare
with them, as in the edjoining stetes.

It would therefore probably be
better, on the vhole, that the fur-trsade
of these territories should remain in




the Lends o. the hussen's z8y con anm, ,
under lecse iron the Docdiniom, esy e-
ielly iz such ¢n cXrengetert Zeve
Cenede nor: revourable terms in sett-
lement vith the covperny. The icport-
gnce o0f ecunony e.liected ir this vay
will be seen vhen i. is comidered
thet it mizht be cuf.icient fo delirsy
the expense oi opening & serviceeble
lire oi communicetion zor the irgre:zs
of settlers.

Or it mizht be better Tor the
covernment ol the Jominicn to step intu
the choes of the comrany, w«nd cortinue
the trcde, through the agents end
others now employed, reteirning their
services oy siving them the scme inter-
est in the trede &s they now hold, or
equivslent advsntage.

3y so-doing, Governntent would have
thoroughly compedent indien sgents
throughont the vhole of trhese territ-
ories, ¢nd by maintaining the senme
policy of manasenient as heretoiore,
would prevert an importent influnence
over the native tribes from beirg
impaired or relling into Ioreign hands
eéna could use it for the preservetion
of that tranquiliity which would be
doubly necessery in the lace o1 advine-
ing settlement.....

some will crzue that, in desiring
t¢ acquire the _orth-iest Tcrritory vie
allow our embition to over-ride our
judzment; thet the orgeri zing of it
and maintenence of jurisdiction over
it, ere & task peyond the ability of
Cenadg; thet it is absurd to incur
exrerse in the development ol remote
territories, vhile we have alrezdy so
nuch waste land, requiring the meking
of more roeds then we ere sble to
gceonplish zor the ocpening of it, 0 sey
nothing ¢f the cenals end reilroads
necrer home, ihick all edmit to be de-
sireble ror the prosperity of the
country .

(9)
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ors mizat croue irterninaoly
in this matter; but there is &
cshorber &xd & surer wey to & con~
clusion ir tli: metver. e nave
vnly to lovk south Lrom us end -ee
whet heg been ione by the peopie
there.

28 see that the, scguired
territory - lter territory in the
free vl cobstzcles that we hove not
to encounter..... ... he Lother
country res placed in cur hends the
retivrgl osanner enl the institutions
of “hiick it d1c the zynbol, under
vhich skhe has rttrined her sre-cninernt,
morel en? meterial sreatress; the
stind:rd oL responsiocle comtitutivnal
governuent ¢ni levw-abidins libert,;
anl ghe ex_eCts ug, ith e gscit.once,
ani w0r our wn 0o, to meir foir it
and thern, Lcrorabl,, uver vrece Lroa.
aominions or vhick she enduvs us Vitt
tte irrerivance. ay there bLe nc
Teilure on our rert Lkroust. short-
cighted unpatricvtic pusillenimity”™. 7

The cendidlen Jovernnent lLev cequires & vest torrit-
ory o1 £,000,000 squere miles tn. was contronted vitl tre
necasgity oi providinz it vith & suitcble form of :overnnent
0 replace that of the uudse.'s say copeny. Unfortunctely
tre rublic men vhu hal interested themselves in the regctic-
ticns +id1 nol lec sy it rececsory tu thinlr Leeply; un the
difficulties of this underteking. CThat they choule heve lone
so vas emply lemonstrated by ernsuing events. e intabvitinta
of the Dled River seftlenent had Leen restles: under the uncer-
tainty «ttoched to the culningtion of wrren_enento Lor treir
roliticel #Fat=, s3,ecially as “reir own ileclinzs Iad Deeér

sonplstely ignared. Lome ol the colonists such as Jamecs Rofg,

# Russell. "The Red River Country, Hudson's By

anl the Lorth-uest Yerritories, Cunsgiierst in
Telation to Cenade". wvazes 150-100-1I0-157-1o06.
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Lelon:ir; to the lJenelien . .riy, 1itled to see tle taerrizory
ennex-i1 to the nev lederaticn. C(thers desired the establigh-
ment of a Crown Colony, =hd petitions from both crours vere
sent to Zngland. Ltmonz the Americen settlers there was a
mevement for cnnexetion to the United Stetes quite in wceord
with the cmbition of llinnesocts t0 «dd the British xorth—wcsp
to the United 3Jtates.

Tromble was already brewing. In 3sptember, 1868,
as we have already seen, JOhn A. Snow vas iInstructed to survey
a road from the settlement to the Lake of the V\joods and his
instructions were to pey .01 Le lsbuw: in provisions. Ie
began his work on good terms with the colonists, "generslly
people here", wrote the Governor, "regard lir. 3now's errival
as opportune"., Unfortunately this feeling was changed by
future events. A series of blunders were made end the low
weges crested dissatisfasction. Charies lair, Cenedian Poet,
rad come to the West witk 3Snow and wrote letters home, tinged
with fislike of the Hellbreed and vhich zpoke of the generel
well-veirg of the colony. Althougk not meant Tor publication
gany ©of these found their way irto Cansdien newspapers, esiec-
islly The Globe. Then they v.ere sent back to Red Riﬁer wrere
they vere read vith genersl resentment and indignation,
particulerly as the settlers were at this time on the verge of

famine. Snow affirmed that he had had no pert in the letter
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writing and wrote,

"That letticrs vrivewn vy Jans lians

nere, which have appeared from time

to time in the newspapers in Canadse,

heve done herm 4 must sdmit, but I

hevg had no hend in their production,

they hive becn published in opprosition

to my wishes".
But snow himself mrde the mistake in becoming implicatedl in
g schema to sell ligquor to the Indiens to secure lend for
me wbers of the surveying perty and for friernds in Cansda.

On 10th July, 1869, LeDouwgall directed Colonel J.
3. Dennis to proceed to Red River &nd prepere a plan for lay-
ing out townships and othervise mekirg a general survey. This
proved to be e great misteke with disastrous results. The
company had found it extremely herd to keep order while
nego tiations for the troensfer hed been irn progress, especially
as there wes no military orgenization and the settlement con-
gi: ted of =bout eleven thousand, eiglt hundred perscns, of vwhom
glmost hell were French Half-breeds, \ith no titles to their
land. They now looked with suupicion on the evil-looking
ingtrutents of the surveyors whick they did not understand
and vhieh no one tock the trouble to explair to them. lLor 4id
they have any definite kncwledge of Caneda except the imress-
ions thet had becn gathered from the cfficicusness of the
Canadian party in the Red River and from the businesslike

attitude of the surveyors whe did not attempt to conceal thelr

contempt for the habits and customs of these "esters of pemm-

# Begg. "History of the Liorth-vuest". Tage 374.
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joen". On Cetcber 11th, & group of men headed by Louis Riel
interrupted the survey, and as reasoning could not efrect any-
thirg, the work kmi to be azbelished.

Luch of the trouble wvhich came later might have been
averted. Bishop Taché: when in Ottawa on his way to the
Zcumenicel Couneil in Home in June, had urged the cause oi the
FPrench perty of the Red River in vain. Ee mintaired that even
his own presence would be of 1little aveil unless sowme e:plen-
ation were given vhich would sétisfy the people es to their
future. Joseph Howe, Canadian Secretary of 3tete, vent to Fort
Garry in October. He vrote, "I converssed Tully witk all cleasses
and orders of the people from Governor lcTavish downwards®
expleining that "the same constitution as the other provinces
possessed” would ultimately be conrerred upon the country.

Eowe imagined that the settlement was at least fairly well dis-
posed towcrds the change that was being nmede but vhen the Hon.
Williem LicDougeil, who on the £8th of Septenber had received
the appointment of Lieutenant-Governor, lett for the North-
West the feeling of unessiness became marked. Iouis Riel,

who had been instrumentel in stopping the surveyirg work, was

a8 French Half-breed who nursed a grudge ageinst the Dominion
Government. A committee headed by this leader determined not
to rgcognize the euthority at Ottawa or to allow kcDougall to
enter port Garry. A national committee was tormed with John

Bruce as president and louis Riel &s secretary. On the ilst
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0¥ October an orler was dispatched to LeDougall ordering hin
"not to enter the territory of the Hortk-Vest vwithont specisal
permissicn of this committee". On the 20th of Cectober Govermor
MNeTavish wrote to Lr. LcDougall,

"30 tzr, &ll our expedients have

friled; 2nd unless the cfforts of a

temporizing charscter, which are

still being esrnestly used for the

dispersion of the mgleontents,

succsed, it is to be fesred that

your coming intc the settlement at

the present mement, would not be

free from considerable danger". #

Indeed on KHovember 3rd, a party of ermed métis com-
pelied LMeDougall to retire from Pembira where he had arrived on
Qctober 20th. Fort Garry was occupied on lovember Znd, by Riel
and kis men as a "leasse for protection and curpplies'™, vTo
complicate metters the Proclamation of Her Majesty announcing
the acquisition of the North-wWest to the Dominicn was postponed
and LicDougsall had no officisl stetus. However he persusaded
Governor MeTavish to issue & proclemation explaining the teras
under which the union was to take place. (On Lovember &6th, Riel
issued & public notice caelling upon the inhabitants of Rupert's
Lend to send twelve representatives to & meeting to be held on
liovenber 16th. On 24tk of Howreber he found an excuse for
gsteblishing & provisionel government in the fact that the

company wes powerless to govern longer.

# Begg. "History of the Iorth-West™. Fage 385.
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The Hudson's Bay company's czuthorities were at this
time in & very peculiar position. Lhe Canacien perty accused
them ol playing into the hands ot the French. 1lr. lLcDougsll
went so Iar as to say in writing to Lr. Howe on Lovember £0thL,

"The confirmed belief of every

person I have gseen, or whose

testimony has reached me, is that

the Hudson's Bay company's employ-~

ees with scarcely an exception are

either actively or taecitly encour-
aging the insurrection". #

The Half-breeds, in their turn, suipected the conpany
0 pleying into the hends of Canada asnd 0f being ready to
sacrifice their interests, Lhat the coupany really were vork-
irg t0 restore order may ve seen from a letter from Donald
Smith %0 lLr. Howe,

"In view of the more serious

espects which gffairs &t Red Hiver

have recently essumed, I heg

further on bekhalf of the compeny,

to offer the zssurence that their

Gowrnor, fasctors, and officials

generelly will use their influerce

eand best efforts to restore snd

meintain order throughout the
territory". Z§#

Xr. MeDougell, believirg thet the trensfer wonld teke
place on December 1lst, determined to issve a proclamation on
that date, comvinced that the company's rule should then cease
end than Cenadien rule should begin. In so doing, he acted
contrary to his instructions which hed been to ewait the sactual

trenster of the country before teking asction. A second pro-

# Begg. "History of the North-West". Page 397.
## 1bid. Page Z99.
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¢lemation which he issued on Jecenber zrd, celled upon =1l
"public oitficers and lunctioneries" except the Fovernor, "to
continue in the execution or their several ¢nd respective
oftices"., Colcnel Dennis vas suthorized to "arm, equip and
provision" a force to diserm snd disperse the insurgents. 4
Bill of Rights wes at this Jjuncture introduced into the
convention ot wnglish and French delegates at Fort garry and
it wes agreed by both sides that it should be presented to
canasda. <he demands made by the bill appeared rezsurable
enough. Amongst other clauses werec requests for responsible
gowrnment, for all public expenditures for Iour years to be
paid out of the Uominion tressury, end for both the xrenclk and
English languages to e used in the North-%West legislature

end ¢ouncil. The majority of the delegates felt thet this
bill should be presented to LicDougall and that if he would
promise that all the points would be acceded to by the canzdian
Govemment, he mght then be allowed to enter the settlement.
Riel, however, would not consent to llcDougall's entrence until
he vould sctually produce an act to the effect thet all the
rights demended would be secured to the people.

In an attempt to excite the nnglish and Scotch
ageéinst the French, a party of Canadians eppecled to ¢olonel
Dennis to form & military force. 'This had the eftfect ot draw-
irg together all the Helf-breeds, ircluding those who had beer

standing out against Riel. niel now seized this opportunity
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to increase nis suthirity. The offices of the Lor'Wester erd
of & second newspaper, The Fioneer, vere seized, the zerchants’
stores ver: cleared of guns end emmunition, snd a party of
Canadians gathered at Dr. 3chultz's vrarehouses to derend their
supplies, were summoned to surrender themselves. (n the 8th

of Decenber Riel issued a declarstion vith a preamble to the

following effect,

"A company of adventurers known

as the Hudson's Bay compsny,and
invested with certain powers granted
by His Majesty (Cherles 11}, estab-
Jished itself in Rupert's Land &and

in the Iliorth-Test Territories, for
trading purposes only. This compan/,
consisting of many persons, required
a certain constitution; ont as theirs
a3 & question of commerce only,

thieir corstitution was framed with
reference theretoc. Yet, since there
was at thet time no government to see
to the interesgts of a people &lreedy
existing in the country, it became
necessary for judicial affairs to
have recourse to the officers of the
Hudson's Bsy company. This inaugunr-
ated that species of government which,
slightly modified by subsequent cir-
cumstances ruled this country wp tc =
recent date.

Whereas that governrnent thus accepted
was far from answering to the wants of
the people, and beceme more and more
S0 as the population increased in
numbers, &nd as the country was devel-
oped, &nd commerce extended until tThe
present day vhen it commends a place
smong the colonies; and this pecple,
ever actusted by the above mentioned
principles, had generally supported
the aforesaid government and geve it a
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faithful allesiance; vhen, con-
trery to the law of natiuns, in
l.arch, 1&£69, that suid government
surrendered ¢nd trenstrerred to
Canada, &1l the rigkts thst it had
pretende- to have in this territory,
by trensactions with whick ths
neople vere considered unworthy to
be made acqueinted; and, vhersas it
is als0o zenerslly admitted thet a
people is at liberty to establish
any form of government it msy con-
gider suitable to its wints, &8 soon
es the power fto vhiclk it was snbject
abandons it or attempts to subjugate
it withoat its conssnt, to & foreign
power, and maintained that no right
can ve transferred to such foreign
power". #

The declaration went on to "declare and proclaim in
the neme of the people of Rupert's Land and the Ilorth-ijest”
that there had been established on the 24th of Iiovember, 1869,
a provisional government, that it was the only lawful asuthority
in existence in Rupert’'s land and the liorth-yest and the t it
held itself in readiness to "enter into such negotiations with
the Cansdian Government as ey ve favourable for the good
government and prosperity of this peorple”.

The Canwdian Government hed refused to complete the
transfer of the liorth-West $o Cansda until the Red River dis-
turbance was quieted. This attitude was displeasing to the
Imperisl Government and on Bovember 30th, Granvilie wrote to
Young expressing his regret at the turn which events had taken
ani deprecating the action of the Caneadian ministers in trying

to impose the respongibility of quelling resistance on the

# Begg. "History of the Korth-west™. Page 416.
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Imperisl Government. Grenville did not see how Her lajesty's
ministers could refuce to zeccept the transfer from the company
which Cenada was not willing to sscune.

On the 6th of Decermber the 3ishop of Rupert's Land
wrote to Colonel Dennis, advisirg him not to attack the Irench
in Fort Garry for the time being at least. His letter throws
light upon the stute of affairs in the setllement, but «¢lso
shows the lack of proper initistive on the pert of Canada and
the hostile attitude of L». McDougall to the Helf-breeds. The
Bishop writes,

"Further, it would be well not to

get until you ascertain clearly the
mind of the Canadian ministers and
people on the vey of settling this
attfair, and I think something is due
to the precple from Gowvernor LcDhougall.
I for one am at this moment perfectly
ignorant of any detall of the char-
acter or poliey of this governmert.
Personally I do not cere foar this.

I am not only fervently loyal to the
Queen, but I heve unquestioning con-
fidence in the management of Cané&da.

I know 11 will be right; still, there
there is not less a great want, a
very concilistory attitude is what is
wanted from Governor licDougall and a
plain setting forth of how the govern-
ment is to be conducted, meeting, &s
faer as possible, any of the vishes
gxpre«sed by the disaffected persons
and perhaps referring others to Canade,
but promising a generous consideration
of the vhole grievances", #

On December 10th, the flag of the provisional govern-
ment, fleurs-de-lis and shamrock, was raised. On the 18th of

December, lr. lcDougall, finding that sll efforts to ggin ad-

# Begg. "History of the Horth-wWest"., DPage 419.
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mission into the settlement had fTailed, departed Lor Canmda.

On his wey he met Grend Vicar Thibazult sni Colonel De Salcberry,
two commissioners gppceinted by the Duwinion Goverruent tu
inquire into the grievances ani to pacify them to the extent of
allowing the Governor to enter the settlenment, They communiec-
ated to Lr. MeDougall that the trensfer had never sctually
taken place ani that his zctions at Penbina had consequently
been illegal. They proceeded to the cettlement but no benefits
arose out of their wvisit in produecirng a better understending

of the views 0f the Cansdien Government. Instruetions vhich Lr.
Howe had sent to Lr. licDousall on the 7th of December did not
resch him until he had left Pembina asnd consequently the comu-
issioners hed no instructions to make known the purpose of
Cenada efter McDougzall's departure.

On the Z7th of December, Riel formally essumed the
presidency of the provisional government. On the same day thers
arrived in the settlement Lr. Donald 3mith as Commissioner.

"As an officer of the Hudson's Bay company'", he was, "to assist
or in cage of emergency, replace Mr. McTavish",., Upon errivel,

he was requested to take oath not to restore the gowrnment of
the Budson's Bay company and on his refusal was kept "virtually
& prisoner within the fort" although he was visited by some of

the most influentisl men in the settlement. 3with's papers eand
documents were brought from Pembina where he had wisely left

them and on January 19th, with the temperature 20 degrees below
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zoero Commissionsr Smith, in the court-yird of the fort, placed
the policy of the Imperial ¢rd Dominion Governtents ror the
first time iairly before more than a thousand of the settlers.
e @ssured the people of the good intenticns of Canecda tovords
them and read his letter of appointnent from the sSecretwry of
3tete for the provinces, also a letter from the Governor Genersal
of Caneda which said,

"You may sitate with the utmost con-

findence thet the Imperisl Governument

has no intention of actinz otherwise -

or permitting others to act otherwise -

then in perfect good faith towerds the

inhabitents of the Red River District

of the Iorth-Vest.

The people mgy rely upon it that

respect snd protection will be exiended

to the 3Jifferent religious persuasions,

that titles to every deseription of

property will be pertectly guarded and

that =211 the frenchises vhiech have

existed, or vhich the people may prove

theselves qualified to exercise shall

be duly continued or liberally conzierred”. #

There was read also fthe message of the Queen which
was in the form of a telegram, dated liovemper [ove:tber z6th,
whlch had been sent by Larl Granville to 3ir John Young. The
meeting was adjourned until the following day vhen ifurther
docunments were read. 1t was decided @&lso to call & conventior
of twenty representatives from the Lnglish and twenty from the
French to mest and plan in the bes?t interests of the country.
Short speeches were given by the Bishop of Rupert's Lard,

Father Ritchot and Riel and then the meeting dispersed vith a

# Begg. "History of the Lorth-West". Pages 443-444.
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genersl feeling of ;0ud-vill.

The convention of forty representetives sat froom
January £6th, until February 10th, and drew up a second Bill of
Rights of nineteen points. Riel desired that a further clesuse
be put 1n, to the efiect thet all bargains that hed been nade
with the Hudson's Bay compsny for the transier ol the territory,
should be considered null and void and that erringeuents tor the
transfer shoulil be cerried on only with the people of the Read
River. This last propcesal was discussed and defested. The 3ill
of Rights was submitted to Lr. 3mith on the 7th of February end
fe carefully consifered and reviewed all points, ssying that the
demands where ever just would be fevourably considered by the
Canalian Governuent. He then extended an invitation to the
settlers to send & delegetion to Canzdae to con'er with the
Dominion [inisters. This offer was sccepted in & Iormal reso-
lutivn snd the delegates chosen for the mission were Judge Black,
Father Ritchot &andi Alfred Scott.

By this time Riel had a consiiercble number of prison-
ers shut wup in fort Garry. He had promised, however, thet vien
the provisional juve.n.eni was recognized the prisoners would be
at once relessed. On the 1Zth of Febvruar,, sixteen were sect
free but there was corsidersble dissetisfaction at the retertion
0of the rest and st Portage la Prairie a party of loyalist tock

up erms against the provisional government to liberate the
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frisoners. lr. Donsld onith sroke gs .ollows rej rling tris
act in his c¢fticial report, -

"Rumours now begen to circulate of

8 risiny at the rortage and, on the
nights of the 14th and 1lbth of February,
gsome eighty or one hundred men from

that distriet psssed lown close to Tort
garry and proceeded to Xildonan, there
they ver= joined by Lrom threc hundred

Lo tiree sundie t ane lifty men, prirc-
ipally Znglish aeliz-bLreeds irowm the

lower parts of the settlement. Eaid

thece men, properly ermed and orgonized,
been prepared to :upport the vell
affected rrench party, then the latter
took action about the miidle of January
or even in the beginning of lebrusry,
during the sitting of the convention,
orier might have been restorzd, and the
transfer tc Csnade provided i1or withoat
the necessity of firing a single shot;
but now the rising vas not only rash,

but purposelessz, as, without its inter-
vention the prisoners would unquestion-
ably hecve beer releesed.... Ly sympethies
were, in & great messure, it the
sortege nen, vwhum 1 believe to have

been sctusted by the best of mtives,
but, under the circumtances it vas no¥
difficult to foresee that the issue could
not be otherwise than disastrous to their
cause....Captain Bolton lead the party and
he and his friends et the Tortage asswed
me that he exerted himself to the utwmost
to keep then fromrising, and only joined
then &t the lest moment vhen he saw they

were determined to go forwerd". #

Bolton end a large nuwber of his compasnims were
captured on Februnery 17th and Bolton wes condemned t0 be :=hot.
Various prominent citizens including the Bishop of Rupert's lend

snd ¥r. Spith interceded on his behalf anit ss & result of their

# Begg. "History of the North-§est". Page 501.
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pleading Riel firelly promised to save his lise.

vn bhe Lot vl _ebruary ke electiovns ror the provis-
ional zovernmert touvk place, oub the zenersl cutlock ves £%ill
gloomy enough. Then on the 4th of larck occurred the execution
of Thomas Scott, an untsrio Crangewsn, on the charge ot 1lisoraer-
ly conduct and oppesition to the provisional governcent. Diel
wes both asserting his now vening cuthority ard venting his spite
on tke irrepressible loyalist. niel cleimed thet the Cansdisns
had laughed at and 3espised the French Half-breeds, believing
they would net dare to take the life oi anycne. 3cott was court-
nertialed without opportunity of defonding hiuself and wes the
next day led outside the eastern gate ol the fort and shot by
gizx men. 3cott himself did not think it possible that Riel wes
doing more than ziving him a fright ane Jonagle osmite ade not
know of the intended execution until within a couarle o1 hours of
when it vwas to take place. The whole settlement was rfilled with
herror st the unpsrdonable crime.

The Cenadian Government had already taken steps
towards serding a militery force 0 restore and gusrantee order
in the west. On the day following the execution of Scott, Larl
Granville cebled to the Governor General,-

"Her lajesty's Government will give

proposed militery sssistance provided

regsonable terms are grented Red

River Settlers, and provided your

gowrnrent enable Her lajesty's Gov-

ernmert to proclsim the transfer

simulténeously with the wvement of
the force™, #

# Black, "The History of Saskatchewsn and the 0ld
Horth-West", TPage 149.
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In a subsequent communicetion Srenville warned thet,

"Troups shoul ' not be employed

in entorcing the sovereiznty of

Canc da on the poprulation shounld

the . reluge to admit it". F

Bishop Tache arrived on Larch Gth, and on seeirng the
condition of afiairs wrote lacionedd tlet prompt measures v ould
have tc be teken. Tache nov proncunced a complete amnesty in
the nare of the Canadian Jowrnment, althougk Jcott had been
executed, convinced that mwthing else vounld seve the situation.
On March lbth, the Council of the provisional government met,
on Lksrch the 16th, the M beration of the priscrers was partially
carried cut end on lLlarch the 18%h, Smith left for Canada. iel
and his executive now secretly drew wp a third 3i1ll of Rights
which was used at Ottawa by Father Ritchot in place of the ore
drawn up by the convention of the forty representatives. {n
Karch the 23rd, Alfred 3cott amd Father Ritchot left for the
east, iollowed the next day by Judge Bleck. AT this point our
outline of the disturbance closes.

The negotiaf:ions at Ottewa began in a storm of
indigngtion and hoth Father Ritchot{ and Lr. 3cott vere srrested
as rebels. The government secured their relesse and they were
then o0fficially receilved as delegetes from the Liorth-West. On
the 2nd of lNay lacdomald introdused the llanitobe Act to organ-
ize the Red River Settlement infto the Province of Nanitoba in
the Cenadian House of Commons. It received the assent of the

Black. "The History of saskatchewan and the 01d
North-West"., DPage 149.




(115)

Geverner-Generel on ley the 1ith. On the l:th 01 lay tre
indemnity of £300,000 Lad been pai 1 to the Ludson's Beay ccmpany.
Cn July the 15th, 27,000 square miles o. territory was created
irto a province ¢or Canada ani the Lorth-jest Territories were
at the seme time given o territorial :sovernumert.

Before closing this outline of the disturbence 1in
the Lorth-west although somevhat of a digression, we should like
to make g few remaerks relative to certain phases of it. hen
onne entertains predisposed prejudices it is oxiter Jdifricult to
change them, even in the face of cmelusive procf trket the
opiniorns so0 held were unjustly biesed. Public School text-boo ks,
from which the pupil of rublic and even High School reciives his
general impressions of Canandien history, affirwm trhat in 1869
ocourred the Red River Rebellion. This is & mis-nomer, yet thre
idea instilled in the mind of the c¢child that there was actually
g rebellion continues through adult life. xebellicn, properly
specking, is "insurrection against or open resistence to, law-
ful or carstituted suthority". It now remains to be seen under
what conditions the events previously outlined took plece amd
to what extent one vould be justified in calling the erecticn
of the provisional government a rebellion. The disturbance
originasted principally with the French Half-breeds vhen they
realized thet thelr Jand wes being taken over by the Dominion.

These Eslf-breeds or letis wvere of French-Indisn extrasction end
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inherited enough of the Indjian nature to be unadeptable to
changing c¢ircurstencss. There ve&s a natural reserntnent at
seeing themselves supplented by enother rree, urmd in recognizing
that they would be unable to sdjust therselves to the progress
of the country. The realization of their ireviteble fate bred
a smeuldering dull enger ready to burst into flames at the |
slightest irdiscretion on the pert of Cansda.

The Censdian Farty in the Jest led by Dr. schultz
kelped to create hostility in the minds of the Breeds towards
the Cangdian Government. The perty looked with ill-concesgled

coxtempt on the lietis and expressed thelr views trenkly in the

Lor"Wester. The Cenadian linisters themselwes Dblundered in -
creating a suspicion that the land ves to be unatched from the
Ealf-breeds. Zven before the tramsfer wes completed we hrave

seen that surveyors hed slresdy commenced vork. This weas dis-
pleasing &8 the great m jority of the lietis hed no title deeds

to their lands. Puzzled &nd frightened, the, were further

incensed on learning that the Indisns had been ziven ligquor and
had then signed away their rights., Then the vord that leDmgell
was coming with arms and amuunition created a determination to
resist his entry into ‘ort Garry. (cDouogell further bdlundered
by issuing his proclametion in the name of Her lajesty before
the transfer had actually taken place. 3Jo0 much for the causes

of the disturbance.
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It rerains to be seen in how fur the lLetis excesded
their rights by rebelling azairst lawlul sutherity. rhe ~overn-
ment or the Hudsor's Bey company wes certuinly o jewud letter.
Zven vhen excitenert amony the Hal{-ureeds uveceme pravalent thLe
company's authorities were incetive anil governor lelavish ill
and nnasble to exert pressure on the 20-called rebels. Lor wes
the Rled River unier Dowinion =zuthority at this tiwe. The
Canadien miristers h&d refused to t.ke the resporsibility of
tte uprising on their own shoulders by reuusing the trenster.
They edmitted therselves that they did not yet corntrel the
affsirs of the Red River and geve this ss their resson itor retfus-
ing to grent an amnesty declering thet pardon could only coune
through the gueen. The lesders of the provisivnal sovernuent
said that they never irtended to rise agsinst Imperiel cuthority
but degired only to come to an understanding. They vere Britisk
3ubjects and as such deemed thenselves worthy of considerstion.
Riel himself said that he vould enter into uonfederétion upon a
fair {ootirg. Loreover he showed moderation in numerous weys.
There were no battles fought snd only three men killed durirg
the disturbance, one of them by accidert. It was not a perman-
ent but only a provisionel or temporary goverrment that wes set
Lp. Of course no one can find justification for the desth of
Seott or feil to recognize that as time went on and giel hed
tasted the fruits of success he was urwilling to relinquish his

guthority. BRBut this canrot fairly be used as an argument that a
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rebellion took place. .ifteen yecrs later Riel egeir aprecred
&3 & lecder of the Hali-breeds and chem ioned tlelr cruce.
This time with more Justification nay the term "Teoelliicn™ oe
¢priied to the uprising.

On the cpproack ot troops urder Colonel ,olseley in
the sumrmer tollowing the rebgllion, Riel zbandvnerd port Larry
end started for Pembina accoupanied by his ti0 as.ocie tes,
Iepine and 0'Donoghue. Yhere does not seem to be any reescn
to believe thet Riel had contenpleted urmed resistemce to tie
Colonel vho came as $he champion of a constitution sccepted by
the delegates of the pecple of Red River. He mede the remark
thet he wished only %o reteair power until he could resign it
to a proper government and that he hasd dore &1 in his power
to prevent bloodshed.

Volseley found himself in peaceful possession but
the situetion wes nevertheless filled vith ditiiculties as the
new Lieuntenant-Governcr, Hon. L. G. Archibald did not arrive
nuntil 3eptember Znd. Jolseley he virg no ¢ivil anthority cesaslled J
upon Donsld Smith to administer affeirs pending the Governcor's
arrival, efter which event the Hegulars quitted rort{ Garry.
The rrench during this period were distrustful and suspicious,
especially as the promise of amnesty remained untulfilled.

The organizetion or tuwne new provincial governuzent

hed to be formed frowm a community unaccustomd to responsibpility.
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In January, 1871, 2n oxscutive Comneil of five took owr the
administretion and e Legislative Council of seven lormed the
Upper House. The orening of the issembly wes deleyed until
Larch owing to the difficul ties of orgcnization but vhen rirelly
formea it "usherel in a new state of civilization". Forty-three
gcts were pessed during the iirst sesciwun which promised &
fevourable beginning after the pstriachal rule of the Hudson 's
Bay compeny. Thus in brief were complebed the arrangements

for the formetion of a sovernment in the newly ccquired terr-

itory.
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Ceneclusicon.

liany factors have affecte’ the history of the Lorth-
west., The fur-tride above all loonmed lerge on the western
horizon cnd interwoven vith it vwas the hudson's Bgy compeny
whose early deys we outlined in our introduction. luch hes besn
written of the wealth of Indisn legendary lore, the activities
of the fur-traders, and the vicissitudes of the life of the
eerly settlers, Amidst i% all one phase of the history of the
west, that is its relationship %o Careda, has been sadly over-
looked. Hence we have sought to review only those events which
had a political bearing upon the country, culminating in thke
ultimate goal, the ascquisition of the Lorth-West by the Dominion.

Our aim has been to drew stiention to the idees of
annexation to Cansda sdverced by fer-seeing indivilusls vho
realized that the west had a higher destiny than to remsin
alweys & hunting-ground for the Red Traprer, men who saw the
vigion of the future end "all the wonder that would be", We
have endecvoured t0 show thaet Cenada had smong its thinking end
public men those who could foresee the vest vestern vilds
spanned by reilweys, and telegraph communications, who saw the
preiries peopled, who realized the wealth that lay vithin the
Dominion's grasp, and who visuelized Cenada stretching scross
the entire continent from the Atlantic to the Facific, loyel

end British.

~




Ve have pointed cut that the more izr-seeing of these
enli 7htened men realized also the very greve longer erising
from the steady encroschuent by the Americans, and that they
saw that il the territory vere to Le saved Jor Canada end
Britein no time must be lost in awakening the puolice mimnd to
the actual conditions existing in the Loxrtt -.Jest.

We have secn also that these nen fought against
great odds as the majority of the people "ere either indiffer-
ent or skeptical, vhile sowe from verious motives ver eactively
opposed to the acquisition scheme. /e are surrrigsel to fird
that the most bitter opposition came frow these in high placas,
rewspaper-men &nd perlianentsriens. For many yecrs 3ir George
Cartier and his friends resolutely opgosed all attem;ts to open
up these regions for settlement on the plea that the developrent
of the west would incresse the political power of Upper Conade.
Ther too it is well known that few had esctually ceen in the
west, the majority glesning their knowledge of the country at
seconi-rkand, vhile those interested in the fur-trade vere at
pains to exagnerate its limitetions and circul ste the impression
that these territories were valuable chiefly as a hunting ground.

We have sought also to draw attention to the work and
writings of those explorers and surveycrs vho were instruwentel
in educating the public to reverse their preconceived opinion

of the prairie as a grest barren wilderness. And we have seer



that nissionry &activity was not & negliglble Llactor in this
regerd.

To a student of history it is ofter awaziny how ues-
tinies are influenced 5y seeningly insignifiecent oceurrences.
S0 it was with the Jest. len in voriocus spheres of cetivity,
explorers, surveyors, travellers, statesmen, ilose voices
fell on spparently deat ears were finelly able to convince tie
Fathers of Confederation of the adventeges of admifting
Rupert's Land ani the Lorth-.sest Territory into the Dowminion
50 that negotiations were cntered into vith the Hudson's RBay
company, the culmination 5f vhiegh preceded the finsl scene uf
the 4drama - the passing of the lLanitobz Act in the Canadisn
Legislature.

Wellace, the Historien, scys, "If Censdian national
feeling has its eyes set on the mountain tops of prumize,
rother than on the valleys of echievement, the faet is ir large
measure due to the vista of possibilities opened up by vonfed-
eration end especially by that crowning phese of Confederctiun,

the acguisition of the Great iiest™.
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