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OBJECTIVES

• Capture the "big picture" of regional music collections work in Canada, which will help 
to inform the work of music collection managers in national and international contexts

• Provide insight into the complexity of strategies related to managing local music 
collections

• The review question is: “to determine the professional practices implemented and 
challenges faced in managing, preserving and providing access to local music collections 
in libraries and archives.”



RELEVANCE 

• Gain a better understanding of where regional music collections are held

• Establish best practices and guidelines for maintaining these collections

• Identifying potential areas for growth and innovation 

• This comprehensive summary of trends and themes has relevance to practitioners in 
libraries, museums, and archives with the planning, management, and implementation of 
similar regional music collection projects



METHODOLOGY: QUALITATIVE SYSTEMATIC 
REVIEW

• Purpose: broadening understanding of a particular phenomenon

• Results: may lead to the development of a new theory, an overarching narrative, a wider 
generalization or an interpretative translation (Booth, 2006)

• systematic in both the identification and evaluation of materials 

• objective in its interpretation 

• reproducible in its conclusions

• thematic analysis, may include conceptual models



SEARCH STRATEGY

Sources searched:

• News databases

• Journals in databases

• Conference abstracts (conference programs/websites)

• Listserv archives

• Monographs (library catalogue / hand searching)



SEARCH STRATEGY

(local OR region* OR provinc* OR state OR city) 

AND

(music OR song OR album OR choir OR band OR symphony 
OR orchestra) 

AND

(collection OR archive)



SCREENING CRITERIA

• English & French language publications

• Collections in libraries, archives, or cultural institutions

• Collections with a regional scope – i.e. excluding national 
collections

• Content that speaks to aspects of collection management

• Collections managed by institutions NOT private collectors 



SEARCH RESULTS

• 398 items retrieved 

• 59 after screening

• Years of publication: 1940 –
2016
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CONTENT ANALYSIS - WORKFLOW

• NVivo data analysis software 

• Works well with unstructured qualitative data

• Brings together literature from many different types 

• Group the literature according relevant categories



CONTENT ANALYSIS - WORKFLOW

• Establish questions 

• Develop themes (nodes) based on questions

• A theme description: label, definition of what the theme concerns, 
description of how to know when the theme occurs, description of any 
qualifications or exclusions to the identification of the theme, examples.

• Code the data sources





QUESTIONS

• How do collection managers describe their work?
• What are the theoretical frameworks being used?

• How do they define local music?

• How do they approach collection development?

• How do they approach collection management?

• How are local music collections being presented?

• What digital tools are being used with local music collections?

• How is access provided?

• What is the audience for the collection?

• What challenges do they face?

• What do they hope to achieve in the future?



NODE PROPERTIES: NVIVO





CODING PROCESS

• Think critically

• Develop nodes along the way

• Subjective process – often requires two 
people

• Budget time appropriately



THEMES

Context & 
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CODING THEMES

Context & Background
• Theoretical frameworks (29)

• Definitions of local (50)

• Goals (97)

Collection Development (265)
• Significance of local music (123)

• Scope / contents of collections (135)

• Uniqueness (25)

Collection Management (30)
• Cataloguing (9)

• Circulation & access (73)

• Preservation (17)

• Funding (44)

Presentation & Access
• Digital environment (16)

• Storage – physical collections (29)

• Displays (17)

• Promotion (170)

• Critical response (22)

Future directions (37)

Challenges (217)
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THEME ANALYSIS: WHO IS CONSIDERED LOCAL?

• “People are commonly identified with their place of birth, and the local 
music archivist should take this fact into account. It would probably be 

unwise, however, to amass an extensive collection of materials relating to a 
musician merely because the individual was born locally; involvement in and 

influence on local musical life should always be the first consideration.”

Developing a State Archive of Local Music Materials Author(s): Edward W. Hathaway Source: Notes, Second Series, Vol. 45, No. 3 
(Mar., 1989), pp. 483-494. http://www.jstor.org/stable/940799

http://www.jstor.org/stable/940799


THEME ANALYSIS: GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
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GOALS: PRESERVE A DISTINCT MUSICAL CULTURE

“In 50 years time maybe someone will want to listen to her grandma 
singing as she used to in her youth when she was a member of a heavy 

metal rock band! Will that be possible? The Music Library in Gävle, 
Sweden has in cooperation with the Municipal Archives recently started a 

project in hope that this will be so.”

Christina Wengström, Gävle musikbibliotek. IAML 2006. “The X-files – the role of libraries and archives vs. local music. The Gävle
example”



GOALS: PRESERVE A DISTINCT MUSICAL CULTURE

“The Louisville Underground Music Archives (LUMA) project was born of the 
need to document this particular, and important, slice of Louisville’s musical 

culture.  …from a diverse community of bands and musicians, venue and store 
owners, recording studios and label managers, and fans to maintain the entire 

story from a broad range of perspectives.”

Caroline Daniels, Heather Fox, Sarah-Jane Poindexter, and Elizabeth Reilly. Saving All the Freaks on the Life Raft: Blending Documentation Strategy with Community 
Engagement to Build a Local Music Archives. The American Archivist, Vol. 78, No. 1 (2015): 238–261.



GOAL: SUPPORT RESEARCH AND EDUCATION

“What’s important for us is to be a contact between music life in 
Gävle and the audience. We would also want to preserve the 
local music on demos and CDs and make it available for the 

public and for future studies.”

Christina Wengström, Gävle musikbibliotek. IAML 2006. “The X-files – the role of libraries and archives vs. local music. The Gävle example”



DISCUSSION

• The literature provides a systematic view of the activities surrounding collections of local 
music

• Within the literature – the majority of publications feature case studies mentioning a 
specific project.

• Takeaways from specific themes can help librarians to make decisions on how to manage 
local music, provide insight into where to look for other examples, and advice on how to 
frame these collections.



Harold Spivacke. “The Collection of Musical Material of Local Interest.”  Notes, No. 8 (Aug., 1940), pp. 49-54. http://www.jstor.org/stable/890939



NEXT STEPS

1. Write up the findings of the review – November 2016

2. Draft survey and interview questions – Fall 2016 

3. Test the survey – Winter 2016/17

4. Administer the survey – Beginning summer 2017
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