
	   i	  

PERMISION TO USE 
 
In presenting this thesis in partial fulfillment of the requirements for a Postgraduate degree from 
the University of Saskatchewan, I agree that the Libraries of this University may make it freely 
available for inspection. I further agree that permission for copying of this thesis/dissertation in 
any manner, in whole or in part, for scholarly purposes may be granted by the professor or 
professors who supervised my thesis/dissertation work or, in their absence, by the Head of the 
Department or the Dean of the College in which my thesis work was done. It is understood that 
any copying or publication or use of this thesis/dissertation or parts thereof for financial gain 
shall not be allowed without my written permission. It is also understood that due recognition 
shall be given to me and to the University of Saskatchewan in any scholarly use which may be 
made of any material in my thesis/dissertation. 
 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 

The research was exclusively created to meet the thesis requirements for the degree of Master of 
Arts at the University of Saskatchewan.  Reference in this thesis to any specific commercial 
products, process, or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise, does not 
constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the University of 
Saskatchewan. The views and opinions of the author expressed herein do not state or reflect 
those of the University of Saskatchewan, and shall not be used for advertising or product 
endorsement purposes. 
 
Requests for permission to copy or to make other uses of materials in this thesis/dissertation in 
whole or part should be addressed to: 
 
 Head of the Department of History 
 University of Saskatchewan 
 Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 5A2 
 Canada 



	   ii	  

ABSTRACT 

British colonizers relied on chieftaincies as civilizing partners to implement 

indirect rule in the Northern Territories of the Gold Coast. A major explanation for the 

British preference for chieftaincies surrounds how colonizers interpreted recent decades 

of Muslim intermarriage in the savannah. The arrival of Muslim chiefs to the savannah 

produced a handful of chiefly led communities. These relatively few groups had loose 

cultural similarities with European society. The British interpreted the commonalities as 

signs of human progress in the savannah. Conversely, the British rejected the African 

communities without Islamic traditions because they did not have recognizable or 

centralized forms of political leadership. Furthermore, depicting non-chiefly groups as 

wildly different from European society reinforced the modern and progressive identity of 

Britain while simultaneously representing non-chiefly groups of the protectorate as 

socially static or infantile. Believing in the superiority of Muslim-based chieftaincies and 

the inferiority of non-chiefly groups reflected the Orientalist literary depiction the British 

began in travel and diplomatic correspondence from and about the savannah. This early 

intelligence gathering from the nineteenth century produced vivid judgments about the 

relative value of chiefly and non-chiefly communities for colonizers. The British saw the 

existence of Muslim-derived chieftaincies as proof that Africans required outside 

intervention to experience change. Consequently, the view justified British imposition 

and the civilizing mission. This thesis examines a variety of interlocking British 

documents—travel and diplomatic literature, colonial administrative reporting, and early 

anthropological studies—to highlight the positive British discourse representing chiefly 

groups of the Northern Territories.
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