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/Compared to conventional washing, the 1.2M NaHCO, pre-
treatment reduced the washing duration and water usage by 45
and 61%, respectively, while Iincreasing fine-root recovery by
29% (Figure la and b). There was no significant difference (P >
0.05) Iin coarse root recovery among the three washing methods.

« Many thanks to the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture and
NSERC for funding; T. Volk (SUNY-ESF) for the plant material;
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Suprayogi for assisting with the statistical analyses.

* Soil cores were collected from a plot of Tully Champion
willow (Salix viminalis x S. miyabeana) and were either
conventionally washed (i.e., no pre-treatment) or washed
following a pre-treatment consisting of shaking the sample
for 15 minutes with either deionized water or 1.2M NaHCO,.

 Willow stem biomass was only correlated with the fine root
biomass recovered after the 1.2M NaHCO,; pre-treatment (data

\not shown). /

« Measurement variables included washing duration, water
usage, recovery of fine (< 2 mm) and coarse roots, and

\willow stem biomass. /
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