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Growing Forward
Environment Chapter

Presenter
Presentation Notes
APF (Ag Policy Framework) – the old program

EFP (Environmental Farm Plan); FSP (Farm Stewardship Program) – the new programs

Pilot workshop was done in fall of 2004 – Operational workshops started in January 2005

Caps remained the same from the Federal delivered program (for both totals and by BMPs)
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Growing Forward

Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) process 
- 2 workshops – In some cases 1 workshop
- Peer Review
- Certificate of Endorsement
- confidential/anonymous

10,959 approved individual EFPs 
- 40% of producers – over $50,000 gross 
receipts

Presenter
Presentation Notes

There are 44,000 farms in Saskatchewan – 25,000 farms generate over $50,000 gross farm income.

10,959 registered (certified EFP) – represents 40% of farms generating over $50,000 gross farm income – most EFPs are from the larger producer.
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Growing Forward

AEGP – Agricultural Environmental Group Plan
- Focus on a group plan(s) 
- Producer lead 
- Technical assistance 
- Targeted area(s) and/or action(s)

17 Groups in the Province

SARM – Invasive Species Group Plan 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why we like group plans:
Ex:	- relocation of L/S confinement facilities
	- farm yard runoff control
	- manure use and management – manure storage improv and manure nutrient planning.
	- modifying and re-vegetating waterways
	- planting vegetation to protect riparian areas
	- improve stream and creek crossings
	- protecting marginal high risk soils


Potential of four new groups forming 2010
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
AEGPs are located within a watershed boundary

Watersheds are an area identified with like or similar terrain/challenges regarding water sources and management.
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Growing Forward

• Farm Stewardship Program (FSP)
- Beneficial Management Practice (BMP) 
- $50,000 cap per individual 
- $32 million over 4 years - $8 million per 
year

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Education and awareness focus and delivery vs. regulatory policing and enforcement.

Incentives through providing funds to share in the costs to producers who strive to operate their farms with consideration to what effect their actions can have on the environment.

BMP defined:  
Minimizing negative impacts and risk to the environment by maintaining or improving soil, water, air quality and/or biodiversity.
 ensure long term health and sustainability of land related resources used in agricultural production.
Is practical and does not negatively impact the long term economic viability of producers and others in the agricultural industry.
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Growing Forward

Third party contract:
• PCAB (Provincial Council of ADD Boards):

- Delivers the EFP and FSP for the 
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture 
(SMA)

• AEGP – Source water protection (SWP)  
• SARM– RMs 
• First Nations 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
AAFC entered into an agreement with SMA; to take over the program April 1, 2009 – 3rd party contract with PCAB to deliver the FSP.

PCAB –ONT model- DMS – Program Rep

SWP – Source water protection – programming started by SWA (Sask Water Authority) in 2003

SARM - Invasive species group plan – invasive plants 

First Nation producers were managed by FNACS (First Nations Agricultural Council of Saskatchewan).  FNACS ceased operations in October/November 2009.  Discussions with another agency is on going to replace FNACS role.
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Growing Forward

• PCAB – applications and claims
www.saskpcab.com

• Role of Program Rep
• Need for technical assistance from 

Agrologists – EFP and AEGP

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Role for Agrologists:
Provide technical advise and assistance to the watershed groups

Provide technical advise and assistance to individual producers – 40% of producers generating greater than $50,000 gross farm receipts have EFP.  These folks represent the larger producers and generally are more receptive to assistance from professional ag consultants.

Program reps are hired by the AEGP who provide technical assistance.
Close contact with PCAB
Some techs provide service to more than one group

http://www.saskpcab.com/�
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BMPs
• Prior Approval
• Cost shares have been varied to reflect 

public vs private benefit
• BMP Guide – PCAB website 

- www.saskpcab.com
- saskpcab.com/wp/wp-
content/uploads/2009/12/GUIDE_final_20
091218.pdf

• purchase vs landscape

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Providing prior approval for a project eliminates guess work from the producer whether or not his project would qualify.  Once approved the producer can do his project on his timing and available financial resources.

Funding is between 30% and 75% of the BMP – mostly 30% and 50% - to a maximum cap in each BMP.  Collectively an individual is capped at $50,000.

BMP categories and caps remain the same as they were with the Federal delivered program (old APF).

SMA review the list of BMP annually.  For 2010-2011 the BMPs will be considered to determine if some of the caps/percentages should be adjusted

Explain the difference between “purchase” and “landscape” BMPs
Purchase – simple to administer – such as GPS, seeding openers and spacers
Landscape
Require more work
More planning
Technical assistance
Usually larger projects 
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BMPs
• Improved Livestock Site Management
• Improved Manure Management
• Improved Land Management
• Water Well Management
• Improved Product Storage & Waste 

Management
• Improved Pest Management
• Improved Irrigation Management
• Improved Cropping Systems

Presenter
Presentation Notes
8 general headings – covering 30 BMPs

The top four are predominantly landscape BMPs

The bottom four are predominantly purchase BMPs

All BMPs can be accessed by an individual or AEGP – However the AEGPs typically zero in on the first four.

All of these BMPs can be applied to soils and water issues and concerns
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BMPs

Improved Livestock Site Management
Objective:  Assist producers in reducing the 

risks of contaminating ground and surface 
water from livestock waste.

- $2,897,740  (as of February 17, 2010)
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BMPs
Improved Livestock Site Management
• Relocation of Livestock Confinement Facilities -

$249,678
• Fencing to protect the environment - $1,282,431
• Fencing to prevent damage by wildlife - $37,563
• Utilizing portable windbreaks and shelters -

$816,448
• Remote watering systems - $485,095
• Farmyard runoff control - $26,525
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BMPs

Improved Manure Management
Objective: Assist producers in minimizing 

the high risks of nutrient loss to the 
environment associated with manure 
storage and use.

- $126,977
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BMPs

Improved Manure Management
• Manure storage improvement - $84,807
• Manure storage increases - $nil
• Manure application equipment and 

technologies - $42,170
• Manure nutrient planning - $nil
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BMPs

Improved Land Management
Objective:  Assist producers to alter 

practices to improve ecosystem function 
(air, soil, water, biodiversity).

- $874,922



Click to edit Master title style

• Click to edit Master text styles
• Second level
• Third level
• Fourth level
• Fifth level

1717

BMPs
Improved Land Management
• Modifying and re-vegetating waterways –

$12,396
• Planting vegetation to protect riparian areas -

$166,363
• Improving stream and creek crossings - $18,272
• Protecting marginal high risk soils - $675,567
• Shelterbelt establishment - $2,324
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BMPs

Water Well Management
Objective: Provide producers with 

assistance in protecting ground water 
supplies through proper management of 
existing wells and decommissioning or 
sealing abandoned wells.

- $129,463
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BMPs

Water Well Management
• Decommissioning (Sealing) abandoned 

wells – $123,629
• Protecting existing wells - $5,834



Click to edit Master title style

• Click to edit Master text styles
• Second level
• Third level
• Fourth level
• Fifth level

2020

BMPs

Improved Product Storage & Waste 
Management

Objective:  Provide producers with 
assistance in improving the handling, 
storage and disposal of farm products and 
waste materials.

- $370,104

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Improved Product & Waste Management – refers to chemical and/or fertilizer storage
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BMPs

Improved Product Storage & Waste 
Management

• Agricultural product’s safe storage and 
handling – $370,104

• Agricultural waste’s safe storage and 
handling - $nil



Click to edit Master title style

• Click to edit Master text styles
• Second level
• Third level
• Fourth level
• Fifth level

2222

BMPs

Improved Pest Management
Objective:  Minimize the potentially harmful 

effects of pesticide application through the 
use of planning, pest monitoring, spray 
drift reduction technology and promote 
biological and cultural pest control 
methods.
- $249,873
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BMPs
Improved Pest Management
• Pesticide application systems (Drift reduction 

technology) - $201,339
• Information collection and monitoring - $11,950
• Integrated pest management for insect, 

vertebrate and non-vertebrate pests - $nil
• Integrated pest management for invasive plants 

- $1,100
• Native plant re-establishment - $26,541
• Integrated pest management planning - $8,943
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BMPs

Improved Irrigation Management
Objective:  Provide producers with 

assistance to improve irrigation efficiency 
and lessen impact of irrigation on the 
environment by developing well thought 
out plans and upgrading irrigation 
equipment.
- $37,842
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BMPs

Improved Irrigation Management
• Irrigation equipment modification - $37,067
• Irrigation management planning - $775
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BMPs

Improved Cropping Systems 
Objective:  Promote farm practices that 

reduce soil disturbance before and during 
seeding, and improve application of 
fertilizers and pesticides.

- $2,860,815
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BMPs

Improved Cropping Systems
• Low disturbance placement of seed and 

fertilizer - $591,562
• Chaff collectors and chaff spreaders -

$140,625
• Precision farming applications (GPS) -

$2,128,628
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Statistics
BMP EFP AEGP %

L/S Site Mgmt $1,530,170 $1,367,568 38.4%

Manure Mgmt $97,258 $29,718 1.7%

Land Mgmt $365,332 $509,589 11.6%

Well Mgmt $45,799 $83,664 1.7%

Waste Mgmt $370,104 nil 4.9%

Pest Mgmt $249,872 nil 3.3%

Irrigation Mgmt $37,842 nil .5%

Cropping Sys $2,860,814 nil 37.9%

Total $5,557,191 $1,990,539 100%
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Statistics

BMPs $’s %

Landscape $3,932,367 52.1

Purchase $3,615,363 47.9

Total $7,547,730 100

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember: four year program with $32 million available funding.

Ending year 1 with 3 years to go.

Uptake is steady
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Questions?

Dave Gabruch PAg
Environmental Programs 
Regional Services Branch
Ministry of Agriculture
3830 Thatcher Ave
Saskatoon SK S7K 2H6
306.933.7682
Dave.Gabruch@gov.sk.ca

mailto:Dave.Gabruch@gov.sk.ca�
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