


What we’ll cover today 
• Why publish? 
• How to choose a journal 
• Impact factor 
• Open access 
• Dos and don’ts of a submission 
• Peer Review expectations
• After acceptance – what next? 



Why publish? 
• To promote your research  
• To promote your institution, research facility
• To allow a critical examination of your work 
• To change practice 
• To educate 
• To boost your career



Papers published from the VRI



Where to publish? 
Scope & Editorial Quality 
• Scope = your work? 
• Editorial board
• Transparent peer-review policy
• Copyediting

Speed of Publication
• Days-to-first decision
• From acceptance to publication 

Author Rights, Copyright, 
Indexing
• What are your rights as author? 
• Indexing in the appropriate 

databases

Journal Business Model
• For-profit vs. not-for-profit
• Society owned/affiliated?



Journal Impact Factor
• 2-year JIF: 1.2 
• 5-year JIF: 1.5



What is Open Science and Open 
Access?
Open science (or OS):

• Make outputs of scientific research available 
and discoverable for public use

Open access (or OA): 
• Free and unrestricted access to scholarly 

research articles
• Licenses indicate how readers can share and 

re-use content (e.g., CC BY)
• Bronze OA/Green OA 

Remove 
barriers

Reach new 
audiences

Increase 
impact

Accelerate 
research

Reduce 
duplication

Increase 
transparency



Sri Lanka is Group B



Some CSP journals 



Predatory journals



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://www.pngall.com/tips-png/download/17973
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


1. Define your authorship
Authorship is based on (as per ICMJE):
• Substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work; or the

acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of data for the work; AND
• Drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual content;

AND
• Final approval of the version to be published; AND
• Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that

questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are
appropriately investigated and resolved.

Resolve these matters BEFORE you start your study.



Defining contributor roles
1. Conceptualization
2. Data curation
3. Formal Analysis
4. Funding acquisition
5. Investigation
6. Methodology
7. Project administration
8. Resources
9. Software
10. Supervision
11. Validation
12. Visualization
13. Writing – original draft
14. Writing – review & editing

Sample CRediT author statement

Zhang San: Conceptualization, 
Methodology, Software. Priya Singh: 
Data curation, Writing, Original draft 
preparation. Wang Wu: Visualization, 
Investigation. Jan Jansen: Supervision. 
Ajay Kumar: Software, Validation. Sun 
Qi: Writing-Reviewing and Editing.

https://casrai.org/credit/

https://casrai.org/credit/


2. Submit your paper as a preprint 
https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/journal/agrirxiv

• Get “pre-peer review” feedback
• Protect your intellectual capital
• Disseminate and increase awareness of your research 

faster! 

A 2019 meta-study published in eLife found that having a preprint was associated 
with 1.36 times more citations for the subsequent peer-reviewed article

https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/journal/agrirxiv
https://elifesciences.org/articles/52646


3. Read the Author Guidelines

• One of the most common reasons manuscripts get returned is 
non-compliance with the author guidelines

• Consider different paper types for your research
• Consider the different paper types published in journal

Ask yourself: What’s the right format for my content?



4. Take time with your cover letter
Describe how your research will 
impact and advance the discipline

• Has your paper been submitted to a 
preprint server? 
o If you have stats on downloads

• Is your paper part of a series? 
• Be clear that your paper is not being 

considered with another journal.
Simultaneous submission is a clear 
ethical violation.

Sell your 
paper!



All 
authors 
listed

Quick 
description of 
concept

Core ideas

Messed 
up name

Author roles? COI 
statement?



5. Take care with your title
The shorter the title—the better = more citations
• Keep the title accurate, informative, and brief 
• Use keywords to optimize search engine discovery

• select your keywords for maximum discoverability
• Shorter titles make it easier to understand the topic of the paper and

open the paper to a wider readership
• Ensure your title is not full of jargon, make sure it’s understandable
• Avoid abbreviations and questions



Objectives

Methodology

Results and figures

Summary of findings

Implications for the field

Interpretation of findings

Currently published studies 

Problem in the field
Why this study 

needs to be done

What you did

What you found

How your study 
will advance the 

field

Introduce topic

Logically link your ideas throughout your manuscript

6. Answer four key questions



7. Write your abstract last
Clearly state your hypothesis
• Editors should quickly understand the rationale of your paper (background relevant to your 

hypothesis, your prediction, your key observations and conclusion)

• Make it succinct and direct; one subject per sentence

• Make direct statements (no passive voice)
• Use online tools to assess the readability of your abstract

Ø Gunning Fog Index (http://gunning-fog-index.com/)
o Get the score as low as possible <10

Ø Hemmingway App (https://hemingwayapp.com/)
Your abstract should include high-level information, enough to show readers that the
complete paper is worth reading.

http://gunning-fog-index.com/
https://hemingwayapp.com/


What are Editors looking for?
• Provide a clear statement of purpose

• What’s original or novel about this work? 
• Is the topic of interest to readers?
• How is your research valuable to the reader?
• What impact will your research have on the discipline?
• Will your paper help change the course of the discipline?
• Will your paper add to the current knowledge?
If you are not sure, email the journal.



Common reasons for rejection
• Previously covered or too inconsequential for the reader—not original or 

relevant
• Out of scope (too niche or too broad)
• Methods are weak or flawed and results are unreliable
• Poor analysis of the data; conclusions not supported by the evidence
• Study ignores other potential interpretations of the data
• Quality of the language is poor—lacks clear and logical flow, can’t be

understood by readers



Peer Review



What to 
expect at 
Peer 
Review?

Read the reviewer comments
dispassionately.
These are not personal attacks—
comments are there to improve your
paper.

üThank the reviewers for their comments
üAddress every point raised by the

reviewer and include your changes
üInclude the line number where the

changes were made
üBe polite and professional in your

responses



Integrity 
& 
Ethics 
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After acceptance

• Share the link to your article online with the DOI. 
• CSP encourages authors to make their data publicly available. 
• Read our Data Policy here. 

https://cdnsciencepub.com/about/policies/principles-and-policy-on-data-availability


Maximize the Impact

Share the link 
to your article 
using the DOI

1

Choose your 
communication 
channels wisely

2

Use plain 
language when 
discussing your 
paper

3

Check the 
Altmetric 
Attention Score

4

Check out our 
guide on how 
to  promote 
your article

5

https://cdnsciencepub.com/authors-and-reviewers/promoting-your-article
https://cdnsciencepub.com/authors-and-reviewers/promoting-your-article


We have the 
resources to help 
you achieve your 
publication goals.

https://cdnsciencepub.com/
authors
-and-reviewers



Want to learn more? 
• Article collection for ECRs 
https://www.facetsjournal.com/topic/resour ces-early-career

• Open Access
https://cdnsciencepub.com/open- access/oa-glossary

• Writing
The Scientist's Guide to Writing: How to Write More Easily and Effectively
throughout Your Scientific Career, Stephen B. Heard
The Science of Scientific Writing, American Scientist
How to Write and Publish a Scientific Paper, Robert A. Day and Barbara Gastel

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/%3Furl=https:/www.facetsjournal.com/topic/resources-early-career&data=05%7C01%7Cjosephine.sciortino@cdnsciencepub.com%7Cd9be8333b8af4465b28008da3431d5c3%7C831837aa9031416e923d0b109760f50c%7C0%7C0%7C637879685898016796%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P5vbs+UBqeNXoSZhymeJ8CD2S50Ut3F98ovPV8T+H5M=&reserved=0
https://cdnsciencepub.com/open-access/oa-glossary
https://press.princeton.edu/books/paperback/9780691170220/the-scientists-guide-to-writing
https://www.americanscientist.org/blog/the-long-view/the-science-of-scientific-writing
https://www.amazon.com/How-Write-Publish-Scientific-Paper/dp/1107670748/ref=dp_ob_title_bk
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Thank you!



Open Access 
Publishing
• Open Access (OA) 

literature is digital, online, 
free of charge, and free of 
most copyright and 
licensing restrictions

• OA journals are published 
with the same peer 
review standards as 
conventional subscription 
journals



Open Access vs. Freely Available

Free access can be temporary

Journal, publisher, or society hold 
copyright

Reuse often requires copyright 
clearance process and a fee

Open Access

Permanently free, cannot be 
changed

Author(s) hold copyright

Unrestricted reuse with 
attribution*

Freely Available

* Commercial reuse or redistribution can be limited, depending on the license the author selects.



Article Processing Charges (APCs)

Traditional and OA journals can 
charge APCs 

Hybrid OA journals charge to make an 
individual article open in a 
subscription journal

Shifts cost from readers to authors Fee is paid by the author, their 
institution, or the research funder

Paying an APC does not guarantee 
you retain rights to your work or 
that it will be OA

Authors need to understand the 
publisher agreement and not assume 
an APC = OA



Identifying Predatory 
Publishers

https://libguides.usask.ca/predatorypublishers

https://libguides.usask.ca/predatorypublishers


What is a Predatory Publisher?
• No universally agreed upon definition
• Synonyms

• Fake journals, questionable journals, dark journals etc.
• What should you watch out for?

https://libguides.usask.ca/predatorypublishers

https://youtu.be/crDKooW_2kU?si=S0D2B-vLdzY7OgeF

https://libguides.usask.ca/predatorypublishers
https://youtu.be/crDKooW_2kU?si=S0D2B-vLdzY7OgeF


Initial Signs of a Predatory Journal
• Unsolicited invites to publish or attend conference 

• Particularly generic or poorly written emails
• Topics outside your area of expertise

• Guaranteed publication
• Advertises very fast turn-around-times
• Journal name easily confused with high quality publications
• Very wide, or nonsensical scope*
• Unclear who publishes the journal

*Some reputable journals (ex. PLoS One and Facets) do have a broad scope



Things to Investigate further
• Displays unofficial impact factors
• False claims of being indexed             

(ex. Pubmed, Scopus)

• Transparency regarding fees charged?
• Transparent peer-review process?
• How do previously published articles 

look?
• Copyedited? Spelling, grammar errors?

• Who’s on the editorial board?



Discipline Specific Tips
• What journals do you read when working in your field? 

• Have you ever read articles from this journal?
• If you’ve been contacted about a special issue, do you know the 

issue guest editor?
• Do you have colleagues who have published here?
• Do you recognize other journals published by this publisher?



Micro Journals Without APC*
• Acta Tropica
• Canadian Journal of 

Microbiology
• Comparative Immunology, 

Microbiology and Infectious 
Diseases

• Letters in Applied Microbiology
• Journal of Applied 

Microbiology
• Medical Mycology

*Many journals have 2 models; no APC under traditional paywall model, VERY expensive if OA 

• Parasitology Research
• Veterinary Immunology and 

Immunotherapy
• Veterinary Microbiology
• Veterinary Parasitology
• Vet Record
• Veterinary Research
• Zoonoses and Public Health



Pathology Journals Without APC*
• Brazilian Journal of Veterinary Pathology
• International Journal of Experimental Pathology
• Journal of Comparative Pathology

• Also consider:
• Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association - 0$
• Journal of Veterinary Diagnostic Investigation - $75/page, but Sri 

Lankan corresponding authors eligible for 50% discount

*Many journals have 2 models; no APC under traditional paywall model, VERY expensive if OA 



Compiled by Virginia Wilson, MLIS for Joe Rubin, Veterinary Microbiology

Veterinary Microbiology Journals*
Acta Tropica (Science Direct) – publication charge for open access USD 3040**; no charge with traditional model but article will 
only be seen by those who subscribe to the journal (paywall; closed access)

Animal Microbiome (Springer) – an open access journal; article-processing charge of £1190.00/$1990.00/€1590.00 If researchers 
are in financial need and unable to support the costs of the APC, journal will assess your eligibility for a waiver or discount under 
their standard policies for fully OA journals. Must ask about this at time of submission.***

Annual Review of Animal Biosciences (Annual Reviews): no article processing charges (operates under a “subscribe to open” 
model so authors do not pay to publish)

Canadian Journal of Microbiology (Canadian Science Publishing) – fee for OA ($3000/article – CAD inside Canada, USD outside of 
Canada) with some conditional waivers and discounts; no charges under traditional paywall model

Canadian Veterinary Journal (Canadian Veterinary Medical Association) - $500.00 for non-members or $400.00 for CVMA 
members for Scientific Articles, Case Reports, and unsolicited Review Articles 

Comparative Immunology, Microbiology and Infectious Diseases (Science Direct) – fee for OA $3,180 USD; no charges under 
traditional paywall model 

Journal of Veterinary Internal Medicine (Wiley) – various fees depending on different tiers of membership (a society journal)



Medical Mycology (OUP) – Costs for OA: Non-members of ISHAM (International Society for Human and Animal Mycology): 
$4,477; ISHAM Members: $3,582 (not sure of currency)

To receive the ISHAM Member rate, at least one of the paper’s authors must be a current member of ISHAM, and their 
membership number must be provided through the Author Portal. no charges with traditional paywall model 

Parasitology Research (Springer) – fee for OA £2790.00/$4390.00/€3390.00; no charges under traditional paywall model 

Veterinary Immunology and Immunopathology (Science Direct) – fee for OA $3,040 USD; no charges under traditional paywall 
model 

Veterinary Microbiology (Science Direct) – fee for OA $3,220 USD; no charges under traditional paywall model

Veterinary Parasitology (Science Direct) – fee for OA $3,300 USD; no charges under traditional paywall model

Vet Record (Wiley) – fee for OA Society Members (British Veterinary Assoc): $2708 USD / £2127 GBP / €2437 EUR Non-members: 
$3610 USD / £2840 GBP / €3250 EUR; no charges under traditional paywall model

Veterinary Research (Biomed Central) – an open access journal. Fees - £1490.00/$2190.00/€1750.00 Article-processing charge 
waivers or discounts are granted on a case-by-case basis to authors with insufficient funds. Authors can request a waiver or 
discount during the submission process.

Zoonoses and Public Health (Wiley) – fee for OA $4430 USD / £2940 GBP / €3660 EUR; no charges under traditional paywall 
model 



Veterinary Pathology Journals*
Brazilian Journal of Veterinary Pathology – Open access but copyright is transferred to the journal. Publication charges outside 
Brazil: USD 50,00 per article (original full papers, short communications, case reports) [I think that’s $50.00 but I am not sure).

International Journal of Experimental Pathology – Wiley - If the Open Access option is selected, submissions will be subject to 
an APC if accepted and published in the journal: $3550 USD / £2370 GBP / €2930 EUR.

Journal of Comparative Pathology – (Elsevier) – Fee for open access:  $3,240 USD; free for paywalled version.

Veterinary Clinical Pathology – (Wiley) – Open access for a fee: If the Open Access option is selected, submissions will be subject 
to an APC if accepted and published in the journal: $3240 USD / £2160 GBP / €2730 EUR.

Veterinary Pathology – (Sage) – Sage charges APCs for open access. Veterinary Pathology is not a Gold open access journal but it 
offers SageChoice where authors can have their article open access with a fee. The cost for a SageChoice article is $3,570 (cannot 
confirm whether USD or CAD) or 2,750 GBP. For Green open access (repositories) the author may share the Original Submission 
or Accepted Manuscript at any time after paper is accepted and in any format.

*It’s often not straightforward. Authors are charged high fees for open access publishing (APCs or article processing charges) or 
are charged nothing for publishing in traditional, subscription-based (paywalled) journals – and this is in the same journal! I 
would highlight the process of publishing in a traditional closed journal, but then depositing the paper in an institutional 
repository to cover the open access piece, often required by funders. 

**The majority of the prices above do not include VAT or local taxes. Fees are current as of Oct 2023.

***It doesn’t hurt to ask about a waiver or discount.


