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IRTRODUCTION

#] have been assured that the British public do net Gare
much about Canada, except as a refuge for the superfiuous
population. It is quite satisfied, say my informants, with
pamphlets on the subject distriduted by the Canadian Pacific
‘Railway Company and other emigration agents. This is
doubtless true of a large class, The pamphlets in question
record only the successes of the British settlers in Canada,
It is no business of theirs to give the many losses, their
cause, and how to avoid them, A boy is backward at school -
he cannot pass an examination for a profession; why trouble,
says a sanguine friend, £o work up for a second attempty ﬁy.
don't you go and make your fortune in Canada? How this
fortune is to be made, or even how the small capital which
the boy perhaps tai;ot out with him is to be safely invested
and kept from melting away, does not seem to occur to his
adviser. S0 an inexperienced sanguine youth sets forth m:
his home < credulous because he has lived among honest .
people, unacquainted with any species of labour except
cricket and football, but confident in his own Judgement -
to fall an easy prey to those unsecrupulous gentry who in
every colony are prepared to welcome the novice and dispose
of unprofitable land, unsaleable machinery, worn-out catilse,
snd anything else they want to get rid of - at his expense,

' This is the commonsst way in which fortunes are made and
la‘t m m.il.t"t&ti" E

*Yet we have heard men, who have started a son with
£500 or a £1000, speak as confidently of & certain interest
on that sum within & year ot two, as if it had been invested
in Britieh consols, If farming is hazardous and slow to
bring & profit in England, it is much more hazardous and
experimental in the most uncertain climate of the NHorth-West; -
but then many of us cannot afford to indulge in farming at
all in BEngland, and it can be enjoyed by everyons for a
comparative trifle in Canada, if a man farms on Canadian
s0il in the Canadian m.*(z}

But to farm on Canadian soil in the Canadian way was
exactly what the early settlers failed to do; an& it was not

(1) Johnstone, Winter and Summer Excursions in Canada, p.xiixv



until this simple truh was brought home to them, after
;oars of failure, that settlement on the western plains
aade any progress,

-Ignorant of the true ennéitions of the country, the
paepls. not only of Great Britain and Burope, but of Eastern
Canada, had flooded upon them a mass of propaganda in the
form of pamphlets, books and lectures, telling of the
wonderful opportunity awaiting them in the country weat of
the Red River, According to the propagandists, all that was
' necessary in order to grow wheat in this distaut land was to
turn the sod over and plant the seed - the crop would never
fail, The larger the guantity of seed planted the more
fabulous would be the proceeds, After a few years farming
. the settler would be able to return to his mative land and
spend the remainder of his life a retired man, Unfortunately
all this propaganda was believed by many people, Leaving
their old homes, and often good positions, they set out for
the land of *"milk and hency'. anpropar&d for the problems
with which they were to be confronted but confident that in
& very few years they would be wealthy, and, if they
- desired, ieuldﬁs able to return heme and live at eass. '}

The vicissitudes which these people experienced in the
ecountry of their adoption will be told in the following
pages. Although the arrival of the Camadisn Pacific Railway
in 1883 solved, in some measure, the transportation questien,



there still remsined the problems of drought and frost and
for some time it ‘semé that the statement of Sir George
'sinwaoa. made b&:arc the Select Committee on the Hudson's
Bay Company in 1857, would be borne out. He had said: *I do
not think that any part of the Hudson's Bay Company's
?erriﬁcriaa is well adapted for settlement; thereroyi are
very aneertain.*(lk Ridiculed by propagandists of the
tseventies and 'eishttia. and even by present day writers{2),
this otatemagt haa been interpreted as dictafdd by hie
interest in the rar'-tmé.e. His modern critics, in claiming
that the west tn;day has given the lie to his contention,
forget that Simpson spoke Hefore thi discovery of an Ctrax;
maturing wheat and dry land farming. He could not foresee
that agriculture science was to revolutlionize the pwt:ihilit;
ies of the west. In his day, besides the lack of transport-
ation facilities, there were no means of ceping,nifh the
problems of drought and frost; both of which constituted the
barrier to the settlement of the wast, as he well knew, The
propaganda of the immigration officials and railway agents
made no mention of either of these; and, as a ce#gcqncaea.
the settlers aza not come prepared to g#ard against thepm,
Losated along the railway line, their one and scle aim was to
produce thousands of bushels of wheat and they sought to

(1) Bapart of the Select Committes on the Hudson's Bay
Company, 1857, p.45, Question No. 716 :
{(2) c.T, uaeznnaz. In the Shadow of the Hockies, p.2523



increase the acreage of this grain at the expense of
proper cultivation and other branches of agz"'ic;al ture, A |
visit of drought or frost meant complete failure, and, in
most omses, bankruptey. Only after years of bitter
cxpa}riencc which often resulted in the capopalaﬁioa of | |
whole distriocts did the settler learn the lesson of proper
farming, To guard againsg drought he must practice bstter
methods of land tﬁ.hgs and to guard against frost he must
diversify his farming operations and grow less wheat, The
failure of the setiler socner to learn this lexsen and the
aonsequent ill;ctfcctt‘ on settlement was caused largely hy
the false impression given him by the eastern propagandists,



CHAPTER 1

SETTLEMENT AND AGRICULYUHE BRFORE THE RAILWAY

‘The Canadian North-vest embraces that vast slluvial plais,
drained principally by the Mackensie and Nelson river
aystems. It is bounded on the south by the 49th parailel of
1;&1:&&. the boundary separating Canada and the ’i?nitee‘
States, to the weat by the Rocky Mountains, and to the east
by the province of Ontario, The total area at this region is
758,817 square iﬁ:cs, not ineciuding the mtmn lying
north of the 60th parallel of latitdde, Beginning at the
Red River, where it is fifty miles wide, the Prairie land
cxtgm westward to the Roeky Mountains, gradually
increasing in breadth, till it is about two hundred uzu in
width, Looking westwerxd, this immense stretch of tuaim
land is atrictly three terraces which are covered with a
growth of grass of varying thickness and, if not level, are
slightly rolling country, with the monotony broken by a few
scattered hills, and by occassional deep valleys, the former
beds of great rivers, Looking merthward, it is a triangular
prairis graduslly passing into a country which may be |
described an park mu‘-lmd. where the intemmittent groups
of trees and stretches of prairie give ths landscape a very
besutiful appearance. Farther northward the groups of trees
become more numercus and larger, until foreste of mershantidle
timber are reached. Due to climatic and general pnaﬂewsa



factors, the greater part of the extreme north region is
Mttiﬂx a land not adapted to agricultural development;
but in the prairie and park belts of the country the soil
is aénimhllf suited to the growth of grain and the climate
is less rigorous, Rspecilally is this true of the prairie
belt where warm winds from time to time scothe: the winter
weather and the bright sunshine in the summer dispells the
tmt at an early date and extends the mild season well into
the sutumn. But where the Sanger of frost is least the lack
of moisture is ,Wtcst while, prcéuding aerthm, the
precipitation becomes greater but the auviumn frosts become
earlier, Outsida of these dmawbacks, however, the southern
:mtt of theﬁorth‘»ﬂut presents an axeﬁllmt £ield for
agricultural settlement; and, as man gradually a'whimd his
conquest over nature, the disagreable features of the
climate were mitigated in their influence,

For many years the great Haz-th;-wsst. or, as it was called
by the Hudson's Bay Company's charter, Rupert's Land,
' remained an unknown and unexplored waste. ¥With the exception
of the explorations of a few mwm cannecteé with the Hudson's |
Bay Company and of la Verendrye, nethiﬁg wag done in the way
of penetrating the inland regions of the country before the
last quarter of the 18th century, In the first years of the
19th century, however, the country was being gradually
opened up by the m‘-tméara of the Ksrth;’acnt Company. m



_ North-¥esters had mo fur-trade monopoly, as did their rivals
~ the Hudson's Bay Companmy, and consequently they were forced
to extend their field of operations to the inmost depths of
North Amerioce in order to intercept the trade between the
Indiand anéd the English Company. The result was the
establishment of posts as far noith ss the Peace and
M¥ackenzie rivers. At each of thease posis was stationed one
; or more clerks, some of whom, in order to make 1ife more
pleasant in their isolated position, cultivated a una&?
garden. In ti-afnnny'rnerrsda posts had such a garden
‘ which supplied, in small measure, the provisions for the
forte as well as & food supply for the cances when the
quantity of.pcnnicaa became low.{1}
That the policy of the Ee:th;aust Sompany in carrying on
garden apefgiions about theposts proved highly successful
is shown by the fact that its polioy was adopted hyithe
Hudson's Bay Company when that organisation decided to
extend 1ta‘££cld,ﬁf operations farth#r 1niané after 1774
and more 1ntenzivn37 after 181, In the fortxwfirc years
following the runion of the two companies this poliey was
4akiberataiy aztan&né. In reviewing the report of the Select
cnnnittcc on tha Eudsoa*s Bax canpnnx in 1857 we find sach
Aavidaanc which provea that n& many of the Company's trading
posta vngetahiou and coarse grainc,tors grown and with
(3) c‘t. Cox = Columbia River, p.253
Franchere - Narrative of a vnxagt iC. P. 32& 333,
335 and 3413
Coues, Hew Light on the Borth-!%st &o. -&hreaghcut
- the journal of Alexandex Henry the Younger there

arw entries describing garden operations about his
various posts,



considerable success. The reports of Palliser's Explorations
from 185‘? to 1860 and of Hind's explorations in 1860 point
$o a similar conclusion, | |
Hevertheless the cdltivation of wheat was extremely ‘
- limited and where it was grown the créy wae very uncertsin,
It was more often fromen than mot and we hear of veary fow
ingtances of its being cultivated with any degree of
certdinty, Thess early attempts at cultivation in the Northe
West proved that the eangtry was not a baxren waste
incapable of producing grains of any kind; but at the same
time they gave no guarantee that it would support an
agricultural settlement shich depended for its subsistence
upon the production of wheat. Rather they ghve a warning
that only by improved methdds of sgriculture and the .
discovery of an urlhr’-mtnrin;-mt could the cultivation
of this cereal be successful. Unfortunately no heed was
taken of this warning by the settlers coming in after 1880,
As early as 1812 on the banks of the Red River an attempt
was made $o establish & colony which would be dependent upon
the produce of the soil for its subsistence. Lord Selkirk
was aware that on the treeless prairis country the soil
could be turned over immediatsly and seed committed to the
ground, No doubt this factor influenced him in making the
gite of the Red River Valley his choice., He was anxious that
his colonists should not be under the eame handiscap that
faced the pioneers of e#tnrze v- the task of clearing she



forest before cultivation could begin, However in letting .
this factpr weigh heavily in his choice, his Lordship neglect-
ed to consider an even more serious pr&blu, that of
transportation. (1) The exportation of produce out of the
country was not a question of concern for some years to
come; but the bringing of goods and domestic animals in was
acute from the hcgianing. ‘

what with the oppesition of the xerth’-ﬁtt Company, the
lack of co-operation from the Hudson's Bay Eompany, the
loeust pests and the floods, the sbeemce, until afier 1823,
of aﬂcquatt farm ants {2), and the ignerance and

(1) There is reason to believe that Lord Selkirk had given
considerable thought to river transportation, Opposition
from the North.West Company and frigidity on the part of
the Hudson's Bay Company, however, prevented him from

real izing his scheme,

{8) Macdonell's Journal, October 8, 1812
Gann, History of Manitoba, pp. 106 and 144
It seems incredible that Lord Selkirk should have

falled to provide the settlement with the necessary
jmplements for cultivation, It is quite probable that he had
- secured the services of a blacksmith who was to go cut and
construct the plows and harrows and that this worthy
gentleman was among thome whom the North.¥West Company had

persuaded to desert when the ship took off from Stornoway,
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| " indolence of the settlers themsselves (1), the progress of
the colony during the férst years of its nistory was
‘anything but satisfactory. After twelve years of failure the
colonists, in 1834, reaped the first truly satisfactory
erop of grain and the flood two years later ushered in a
pericd of prosperity for the settlement.(2) Prost checked
this unprecedented prosperity in 1836(3) and between the
years 1836 and 1868 the colonists faced good and bad crops
alike, With their crops destroyed in 1867 and 1868 by the
locusts and with €he fall ha’-tfa}c hunt and fisheries, in
1868, pra&ng a failure the people of Red River,for the
first time in many years, faced the dresdful prospect of
starvation. Subscriptions for their relisf were solicited im
| Great Britain, the United States and Canada, The relief
from Canada, coming in the form of an ambitious schemse fu
road building, ushersd in a new phase in the development

of the Red River colony. Kisunderstandings between thc‘

(1) m&m&n*a Journal, Dec,18, 1812- a@z.a, 1812;
May 28, 1813; June 23, 1813

i.l on Jmc 14, 1829, George Simpson wrote:*This settlement
in the most perzwt astate of trangquillity, *pesce and
plenty* may be sald to be its motto and the prospect of -
crops most fiatm:ias.’ Selkirk Papers, p.283

(3) Ross, Red River Settlement, p.187
gunn, op. cu,, P.293
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Canadians and the half-bresds brought sbout the disturbances
which pass under the inappropridte name of the Riel | |
Rebellion, The object of the movement was achieved and the
pecple were admitted by agreement as the Frovince of
¥anitobs into the Dominion of Canada, |

In spite of the fact that Lord Selkirk had expended se
much money and effort in an attempt to bring cattle into
the colony, - stnck.-hia ing never became a popular enterprise
among the sotthrs. In 1827 Governor sm. in & second
attempt to divert thn snergies of the farmers into channels
other than the production of wheat, sought to arouse their
interest in the growing of flax and hemp(l); but, due partly
to the ignorance of the pre&c#rs and partly to mismsanagement
by those at the head of affairs, the attempt was a failure,(2)
Pollowing thia iam the formation of the "Tallow Company® but,
whether because of the loss of a market or sheer Mdmn;
ion, the scheme proved a fisseo.(3) The Governor then
turned his attention to the development of sheep farming in
the colW.l(i} Sheep were imported from the United States
but, although this industry expanded for a time, the fall

Selkirk Papers, p.B8404

1
;2 mn‘ ﬁyhait’, P,g?e
i‘& Ibld, p.271 3 _
{4) Selkirk Papers, p. 8436, 8473, 8478, 8500



in the price of wobl due to the competition in the domestic
‘market of imported mdy‘-u&o clothes, brought about a
’wnna so that by 18&9 the raising of sheep was anything
but common, (1) Thas in 1869 the Red River tu'iu' still
placed his chief reliance on wheat, a product mm was
narvested with uncertainty and for which the market was
limited, |

By 1870 only one attempt had bheen made at settlement in
the ﬁerth;w«t. The venture would hardly warrant the
exaggerated accounts of the ﬁorth'oﬁ:t'_ which became comman
in the early ‘'eighties. Progress on the banks of the Red
River had been slow and we have left the colonists, in the
winter of 1868, sesking relief from Great Britain,. the
Uhitcé States and Canada,. Outside of the colony we have
found that a few attemptis had been made at agricultural
cultivation about the fur-trading posts but Rhese proved
 1ittle er nothing. Due to the absence of a market, the
early fposts and occassional droughts the west was not yet
an hospitable land for the agriculturists The coming of
the railway solved the transportation problem; but only
&ftgr years of privation and fajilure on the part of the
sarly settlers were the problems of ui-ly frosts and droughit
to be partially solved. ‘

The progress ﬁf the province of ,ﬁanitabn; during the

(1) Nortwester, May 14, 1860
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first few years of its history, was little different from
that of the Red River Colony from which it had developed.

~ Settlers were gradually pushing westward but it was not
nntil,rﬁuora of the arrival of the railway began to fill the
air that there was any rapid movement of settlement, After
1878 Manitoba passed into a periocd of speculation which

saw cities rise over night and whole country sides peopled
within a week, With the cobpletion of the railway ths "hoom®
crashed to be followed by a period of stringent depression
shich slowly gave way to progressive settlement (1)

Parther west the end of the rule of the Hudson's Bq?
Company in 1870 marked the beglnning of a period of
lawlessness which continued until the coming of the Northe
Weat Mounted Police in 1874, Unprepared for the
administrative task which it had taken over the Casnadian

{1) As Oliver writes:"The cobing of the rallway in the early
taighties produced a *boom' in lanitoba which promised to
make & city of every hamlet fortunate to find itself on the
railway,.,....vhen the Canadian Pacific Railway arrived
unrestrained advertising, unscrupulous mishandl ing of publie
confidence, subdivision exploitation, sudden opulence, later
so familiar to the weat, distmrbed the little prairie
communities as train-load after train-load of speculators
was dumped down, 5

M eesessnseThough immigration was for a time stimalated,
depression followed when the boom broke, Only slowly and by
painful efforts were general credit and industry re-sstadle
ished,® The Settlement of the Prairies, Cambridge History of
the British Empire, Vol,.VI, p.523



Governpent failed to provide the necessary machinery for
keeping law and order with the result that "beyond the *
province of Manitoba unatuird'ta the Roeky mountains, there
(was) no kind of government,........whatever, and no
security for life or property beyond what people {were able
to do) fSor themselves."(1l) Conditions rapidly ghanstit
however, with the coing of the police force and in a very
few years law and order werse once more established,

‘The establishment of law and order gave birth to the
ranching industry.(2) To encourage the growth of ranching
the Government, in 1880, revised ths land regulations (3);
and on January 20, 1885, the Deputy Minister of the Interier
wap able to report that the success of this induaixy in the
Fort Macleod district, and generally along the base of the

(1) Report of Colonel Robertson-Ross on the Horth.West
Provinces and Territories of the Dominion for 1872, p.25
(Fleming Collection, Pacific Railway and the Nerth.West
Territories, Vol . III, 1872.3

(2) The first domestic stock to arrive in the neighborhoed
of the Canadian ranges were brought in 1871 and when, ia
1877, Prdd Kamouse turned a bull and 21 cows loose on the
open prairie, Alberta ranching came into being, Kelly, The
Range Hiatl%rii%-aaﬂ o
(3) The nenﬂregnlstionn pravid.é for the leasing of governa
ment land up to 100,000 acres, not liable to cancellation,
at an annual rental of $10 a year per 1,000 acres, later
revised to $20, lLessees were given the pririlsgc of
importing their cattle free of duty. Naclnnes, op.cit, ».201



Rocky Mountains to Calgary, was assured, There were 41
companies and individuals engaged in that business, holding
under lease from the Department, an area of 2,782,680 acres,
on which they had placed & large number of cattle, horses
and sheep,(1) With the completion of the Canadian Pecific
Bailsiy and with it the aseurance of a market, the ranching
‘industry was defénitely established and in 1888 William
Pearce reported that 5,000 sattle had been shipped from
the Calgary district to England that year,(2) ‘
The early expansion of the ranching industry in the Nerth.
vest is axplained largely by the different regquiremmhts of
this industry in regard to transportation as compared with
farming. Cattle, horses and sheep could be driven a bundred
or more milea to & point of shipping. Consequently rﬁnﬁh&ng
wag engaged in even ﬁefcra the aérent'ef the railway and,
with the coming of the railway in 1884, its expansion was
assured. Generally speaking, stock was only marketed once
& year and the whole herd which was to be s0ld would be
brought to the rallway at one time, The transportation
requitenents of the asrieultazailinénntﬁy were entirely
dif!ircnt. Before the advent of the railway the successful
prosecution of farming was slﬁeat impossible since, to
thrive, an agricultural community must have some means of

shipping out its surplus produce. Although the rivers

(1; Report Departmpent of the Interior (Ottawa) 1885, p.xii
{2) 1pid, 1889, Part I, p.10
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sufficed in regard to the fur industry, the products of the
farm were too bulky to be transported in this manner, Even
with the coming of the Cansdian Pacific Railway agricultural
s.ttlcndnt was confined, speaking generally, to withing |
thirty or forty miles of the line, To haul the products of
the fargp further than this distance proved tao'a:paaaivt

. to guarantee any profit to ths‘yroéuaor. Thus ranching was
the fore-runner of agriculture; where distance from
transportation facaiities precluded the pre:ccntins of
farming, ranching was engaged in,

In many parts of the west, hévever, there were several
settlements which eprang up before the advent of the
railway. In such colonies cereal Crops were produced only
for home consumption while thqhmgarting power was secured
by the exportation of other produets - furs, stock and
timber, to mention a few, They were essentially seif- E
sustaining agricultural communities and, while few prednétt.
wore exported, the necessity for imports was kept at a
minimam, .

Ag early as 1B62 an half#brené settlement had been
founded at St., Albert by the Homan Cathelioc Church and an
another was established four or five miles east of Port
gutAppelle. (1) As the Province of kXanitoba became more
sattled, a westward exodus of the Netis began., After selling

(1) Papers Of William Pearce, No.ll, p.1 =~ ¢.f, Populatien
Map of 1881 for the location of Fort Qu'Appelle,
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- their small plots of lyand to new-comers, they set out, with
their remaining possessions in their old carts, in caravans
of thirty or forty families for ®that land of milk and
honey where life seemed so easy and attractive, where the
herds of bison, excessively exaggerated by the mgmtm1
of those hunters, appeared to them a nanf-fa.il ing and sver~
ready rescuree.”{l) Some drifted as far as northern Alberta
to join their compatriots at St, Albert; others formed a
settlement near Wood Xountain Post; others added to the
‘one at Qu'Appelle{2); and atin others establ ished
themselves about the poste of Fort Pelly and Touchwood
Hil1(3). In 1870 a large caravan of ha!f;brecés stopped on
the banks of the South Saskatchewan and founfied the sottz,t;-
ment of St. Laument, Betweem the years 1874 and 1886,
misgions were established at Duck Lake, Batoche and St,
Louis de Langevin; and this whole area became a solid
cormmunity of French hal,f‘-brecds, & few retired Hudson's
Bay Bompany men being the only English spesking element in
the population,(4)

Besides these settlements theres was a good sprinkling

i:; Rev, Father J, Le Chevallier, St. Laurent De Gpandin p.19

(2} Trow, Manitoba and the North-¥est, p.50 « c¢.f. Popmlate
ion Map 1881. R

{ag Report Depi. of the Interior {Ottawa) 1881, Part I,p.93

4} Chevallier, og.eit..p.lﬁdi; Trow, op.cit.,p.70; Spencs,

The Saskatchewan “ountry, p.9; Tasse, The North.West, p.28.9;

HcPhillipt*s Business Directory of saskatchewan, ,
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of half-breeds &n both Prince Albert and Battleford, whither
they drifted between theyesrs 1874 and 1885. In 1881 the
population of Battleford was approximately fifiy per sent
half;hraeda and thqprayortsen in Princee Albert was almost
as great.(1) In 1883 and 1884 another large influx of half-
breeds from Manitoba brought about the settlement of
Bresaylor, 25 miles wast of Battleford.(2)

The occupation of the half;brecd: was divided between
that of hunting and farming and, éava in exceptional cases,
the greatsr att@ntion was devoted to the former pursuit,
When Trow visited St. Laurent in 1878 he found everybody,
with the exception of & few 0ld womem and small children,
aiay‘ta the plains hunting the buffaloc and yroyéring their
sintsr'aagplina.(a} Parming, as a result, was done very
indifferently and the main relisnce of the settlers was
placed on the hunt, It could hardly have been otherwése,
¥ith agricul ture on suoch an uncertsin basis, due to the
lack of transportation facilities, the settlers were
enabled, by means of the chase, to supply themselves with
provisions which would not have been fortheoming fron their

farme,

{3; Census, 1881 (ottawa

Clinkskill - The settlement was founded by thrca
families -~ the Taylors, the Saers and the Bremans - aftex
whom it was named,

{(3) Trow, op.cit., p.69
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ksde up partly of half-breeds and partly of white
people, Prince Albdrt snd Battleford had been founded
before 1880, As early as 1866 A Presbyterian lMissionary,
Netbitt by name, had established a church and school at what
was to beconme Piinee Albert and ;&a years later Captain
Moowe, an enterprising and wealthy Irishmen, brought
machinery from Winnipeg to aons}rac; & grist axzz.(x} For
some time the settlement remained predomindntly half-breed
in character but, after 1880, a large influx of settlers
from Ontario:. began, in anticipation ef‘th. railway passing
through this place on its way to the Pacific Coast.

{1} Report Dept. of the Interior, 1881,Psrt I,p.97;
¥socoun, op.¢it., p.96; Interior 1877, Part 11I, p.13; Trow,
op.cit., p.67-8; Bpence, Canadian Prairie Lands, p.40.

In 3877 there were about 100 houses in and about Prinse
Albert and the settlement had a population of 500 souls,
Benides the steam saw and grist mill there were, in the
town two general stores, a water power grist mill, Chmrech
of England Bishopric, Presbyterian liission and schoel,
blacksmith shop &c. Over 1,200 acres were under crop in
1877, The surplus. produce in 1878 amounted to 15,000 or
20,000 bushels and the cattle and horses in the settlement
numbered from 8,000 to 9,000, There wers in the settlement
14 reapers, and three threshing machines, and almost every
farmer owned a mower while buggies and carriages were in
abundance. Sheep and hogs were scarce, and there werse but
few domestic fowls, wolves and Indian dogs being too fierce
enemies to allow them to exist,

By 1881 the settlement extended a distance of about 30
miles on ithe south side of the North Saskatchewan river,
and numbered over 1,000 settlers.
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~ Buoyed up with the prospect of railway communication in
the near future and possessing elready & market, 81 though
an uncertain one, for its surplus produce at the fur-trading
posta, the colony prospered during the early years of its
existence, But as the settlement grew, and the Gaovernment
changed the route of the railway to the smouth ef the
Qu'Appelle Valley, the lack of a market caused a fall in
prices for farm produce with the result that l1ittle progress
was made after 1880,.(1)

anzﬁea the lack of a market, the production of wheat

{3) "No general advancement,® wrote the Prince Albert Northe
Vest Mounted Fdlice Inspector in 1888, "has takem place
during the year in the prosperity of thia district, which

is entirely due to want of raidway communication. xat settlexs
cannot come in, and those already here find no -markets for
their produce, A feeling exists among the farmers that it

ip useless to grow more grain, or raise more cattle than

can be profitably disposed of; consequently the acreage
under crop is not, this year, nor has it ever been,
proportionate to the population, nor has eattl.agratsag
developed in the manner which can fairly be expected with
an enlarged market, No decided increase in the wealth or
prosperity of the district can be looked for until

- yaillroad connection is made with outside markets,,.....The
prices of all cereals ars very low, Wheat is 75 cents per
bushel, & price which compares unfavorably with the $1.10
report®d as reweived by the more fortunate settlers along
the railway link,. Oats sell for 25 cents or 30 cents per
bushel. There is no sale for barley, Beef cattle are selling
for $25 to $30 per head.* (¥N,.W.M,P, Report 1888, p.94).
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was retarded by the danger of early frost.(l) This
encouraged the raitins of stock with t8e resulting
contraction in the acreage of wheat, The danger of a
complete lose was thus removed should the crops be

visited by an early frost and, at the same time, the
problem of a market was partly solved, Prin¢e Albert became
a Gharactariat§c nixcd;faruing commmnity.

In 1874 Battleford was founded by engineers of the
Canadian Pacific Bailﬁuy. Situated partly in the valley,
and partly on the high ground to the south of Battle River,
it was chosen as the site of the new capital and seat of
government of the ﬂorth;WQat'Territaries, and also as
headquarters of the Eorth;waat Mounted Police,{2} In 1883
a rival town was commanced on the high plateau between the

Battle River and Saskatchewan and in the rebellion of 1885

(1 vor instance, in 1880, the wheat crop was completely
ed due to an early frost, Interior 1882, Part I, p.100
(2) ¥cPhillip's Dirsctory, p.ﬁ%* sutherluné A Summer in
Prairie land, p,192-3, By 1881 the populatian of the
settlement was about 800, On a level bottom, on the south
side of the Battle river, there wesre about 15 or 20
buildings. On the hill south of the business part of the
town were the residences of the Governor, the stipendiary
magistrate, the registrar and other public functionaries,
Across the Battle river and between it and the North
Saskatchewan were located the police barracks.
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the o0ld town was destroyed and never rtbuiltvll). Bensides
the lack of transportation facilities the Battleford
settler was faced with the combined probdlems of drought
and Trost; but, forced by the absence of a market for
wheat, to divert his energies into stockeraising these
latter pr§b1eaa were, in large measure, sclved, since
he rquaiﬁed no longer dapandant upon his wheat erop,
Battleford, as Prince Albert, became a predominantly

stock~raising community,

In thé southern part of the province the railway

preceded the settler and settlers were not confronted in
the same way, with a perioug transportation problenm,

Congequently with & ready market for their wheat, they
devoted all their energies t: the produeticn of this
graih with results which proved disastrous to many. That
mixed farming is not, in all casés, a means of solving
the problems of drought and-early frost, is admitted;

but until dryeland farming and an earliqr;mataring wheat
made the production of this cereal possible, mixed faniu |
bng or ranching appeared to be the only way out, |

By the curtailment of the acreage of wheat and the
raising of stock, the gambling chances of the farmer
were greatly increased. In many parts of the prove

ince, however, the country was totally unsuited to the

{1) By 3B85 the new town had developed to considerable
proportions., Besides the police barracks there were the
Hudson Bay store, A.Macdonald's store, the Roman Catholic
mission, James Clénkskill's new store and about 20

P SRS W R R



raising of stock, due shiefly to the lack of water; while
the soil was adair’ahz; adapted f@ the production of wheat,
In these parts drought and early frost did net influwence the
type of farming practiced, they pruvnntoé.ccitzcuant
altogether, »

To some extent the éettzera of Assiniboia were faced with
problens afsr which they had ho control. The climatic
conditions were among the chief causes of poor crops, and
unfortunately they sre largely beyond man's power to
change, But, although the undegirable features of the
climate could not be avoided; its favorable aspests could
be taken advasbage of, After years of bitter experiences,
years which could largely have been avoided, the settlers
were #o learn that they were not absolutely helpless at the
hands of their natural enenies, How different might have
been those early years of settlemont had the settlers come
prepared few the serious problems of drought and early
frost}
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CHAPTER II

THE ERA OF SPECULATIVE SETTLEMERT

%hat is now the province of Saskatchewan sas, before
1905, comprised in the two sdsmutrgtiu districts of
Assinibois and Baskatchewan, Bounded on the east by the
¥anitoba boundary and on the west by the line dividing
Range 10 and 11, west of the 4th Meridian, the district
of Assiniboia extended from the Internstional Boundary
north to the north limit of township 34, which le near te
the 52nd parallel of latitude. The district of Saskatchewas,
lying to the north of Assiniboia, was bounded on the north
by latitude 55 dagrees, .06', 46", on the east by lLake
¥Winnipeg and Nelson river flowing tl;erafm and on the
west by the line dividing the 10th and 11th ranges, west of
 the Fourth, '

The land of what was the district of Aesiniboia is mostly
flat or roll iﬂg prairie, covered with a growth of grass,
with here and there small elevations such as MNoose lMountain,
¥ood Mountain, the Cyprese Hills and the Sand Hills and the
large ares north of the Qu'Appelle river, emﬂsing the
Beaver, Touchwood and Pheasant Hills. The southern part of
this area is drained by two small streams, the Qu'Appelle
and the Souris, which join the Assiniboine in Manitoba,
which warriees its waters to the Red River at Winnipeg. The
northern and western parts are drained prinsipally by the
south branc) of the Saskatchewan river,
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The ares which was formerly the district of Saskatchewan
is a mixed prairie and woodland counfty and is draimd
almdst wholly by the north and south branches of the
Saskatchewan river, only a small corner in the north.west
part being drained by the lackensie river asystem,

Speaking generally, the ares which comprised the
districts of Assiniboias and Saskatohewan, and which is new
part of the province of Saskatchewan, can be divided inte
two agricultural regions, the one subject to drought and
the other subject to early frosts, although in neither
region was the drawback of the other totally abesent, The
chief concern of this thesis rests with the first of the
agricultural areas indicated. Roughly this area “is bounded
on the south by the International “oundary, on the east
and north by a line commencing at the intersection of
longitude West 102 degrees with the International Boundaxy,
and from thence north.»’:estarly to latitude 51 degrees, 30V
and thence west..esesees®(1) More particularly it ineclmdes
all the territory west of Indian Head on the main line of
the Canadian Pacific Railway and south, the country sbeut
Alameda and Estevan, | together with the districts of
Saskatoon and Battleford.(2) The country east of Indian

(1) Dennis, General Report on Irrigation and Canadian
Irrigation Burveys, 1894, Ottaws, 1895
{2) ¢.f. Population Map, 1891, Appendices
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Bead on the main line of the Canadian Pacific Rsilway,
the country in the most scmth‘»uatem corner of Auiniheii
and the district of Yorkton fall more into the region |
affected by early frost while the Prince Albert distriet
and the country easf very defénitely does so. The region
described as auii-ari'd is marked by low precipitation and
hot, dry winds which make svaporationvery great. W¥hile
precipitation is not so much more in the frost ridden
region ‘- in some cases not any more f- hot, dry winds are
almost unknown:.and consequently evaporation is not so
great. It is not the total amount of precipitation which
determines the productiiveness of a given rnsion but: the
*net* precipitation, which is the total less the evaporatiom
from the soil. In the aeai;-arié belt net precipitation is
considerably less than in the more humid belt lying north
and east, | | |

The setilement of Assiniboia was an outgrowth of that
movement which came with the arrival of the Canadian |
Pacific Railway, A§ the line of steel rapidly pished itselif
westward, pecple poured into the country."These,® wrote
Powers, "were the days when ixnx-om conductors were little
fearsd, and when train fare merely amounted to & dagetelle,
Bvery mt;‘b:cmzd wight, speculator, navvy or bum, boarded
the carstto work at the end of the tracks'., He cooly got
off where he pleased or remained on the road to shoulder
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ties or drive spikes.®{1l) During these years the nctumtv
of the country was directed by but one thing - the railway;
and at every siding a village sprang up about which, for
miles, sll the aveilable land was feverishly claimed by
Jand-seekers, In Assiniboia the *boom® did not reach the
same proportions as in Manitoba but to some extent the crass
spread to this district. Thousands of acres along the line
 of railway were claimed by men who never intended to settle,
The result was that large tracts of the very best land lay
idle for years, their owners waiting for a rise in land
values before disposing of them, The effect was wholly bad,
 The bona fide settler had to locate miles from the railway
and often 'tﬁunﬂ himself in a township owned almost entirely.
by lwd'mnlatau. Thus he remained isolated for years to
come, mha schools for his children, roads to haul his
farm products out and churches for prayer of & Sunday; or,
if such things were procured, the rate of taxes imposed a
heavy burden on the shoulders of the struggling settler,

It was not until 1882 that Aseiniboia began to feel the |
effect of the immigration movement. Before this time Prince
Albert, Battleford and Edmonton were the only parts
affected beyond m&tah. The original ph.n of the
chmunt had been to build the railway throagh the mrth.-
ern parts of the Territeries, via Battleford and Bémonton;

(1) Powers, History of Regina (1887),p. 12
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and it was not until construction had actually begun west
of Winnipeg that the route was changed to the south,
Consequently before 1882 settlers went morth rather than
south and the zﬁlﬁy was on its way to Pile of fones

Creek (1) before the incoming setilers awakensd to the fact
| that the @a'mﬂh Valley was a rich field for utt;mt
and investment. The result was that in the north rather than
in the south were to be found isolated communities which
wore artificially boomed under the idea that a railway was
- to be built through them and then left to struggle along
ror‘ years without tmm;rtatien facil itias.

In 1882, there wers 822 entries granted in the Qi'Appells
land district while there were only 299 in Prince Aldert.{2)
This year marks the turning ef the tide in settlement,
Although there probably were a larger préeporthen of bons
fide settlers among the Prince Albert than among the _
Qu'Appelle entrants, nevertheless, the fact that thers were
almost three times as many in the latter distriect is .
significant, By 1883 the tide had set in very definitely
in fave:? of the southern regien. In that year, 2,268 people
filed for homesteads in the Regina district while only 106
did so in the Prince Albert.(3) } ,

- An attempt was made in this year to bring in nttiors

Report Dept. of the Interior, Part I, 9.142-3

tlz wascans River, running through Regina
I’bid 1883, Part I, Appendix A,
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through Colonization Companies, which contracted with the
Dominion Government to people reserved aress at the rate of
$120 for each settler. Twenty six of these ewanks‘ wers
organizsed and granted land in Manitoba and the Nerth-West
Territories to the extent of 2,973,976 acres,(1) Their
success, however, was short lived, Most of them proved
financial failures, and none succeeded in placing any
#antiurhbh number of permanent settlers upon their lands,
The majority were dissolved in 1886, and none remained in
operation after 1891, lLooked at from the point of view of
number of settlers brought in, the results are negligidble;
but the fact that soms of the colonies which they
established, though they mmained for several years small in
numbers, seventually became the centres of important |
communities, renders their position in the history of
settlement of considerable importance. ’

Amdng the most important of the districts so colonized
were those of Yorkton, Crescent Lake and Km?{bm, the
firet by the York Farmer's Colonisation Compsny (2), the

iz} Report Dept. of the Interior, 1883, p.xiil

2} In 1883, the total number of settlers in this colony was
158 (Interior, 1883,Part I, p.9); by 1884 there were in the
town a post office, a general store, several offices of
professional gentlemeniand a very comfortable stopping house
for travellers (Interior, 1884, Part I, p.22), By 18587 the
agent estimated that the total product of wheat throughout
the cdlony would amount to about 25,000 bushels, besides
oats, barlqy,potatoes, etc, (Ibid, 1887, Padt I, p.33-4)



second by the Saskatchewan Land and Homestead Company (1)
and the third by the Montreal Colonization Company(2). Om
the south branch of the Saskatchewan river the Temperance
solony, whish found its centre in the wvillage of Saskatoon,
was established in 1882, although the first settlers did net
arrive unti) 1883, At the end of the follewing year the
progress of the codony had been considerable; altesdy there
had been erected on the town-site "several sabstaétm and
handsome buildings, vis, school house, siores,private 7
residences, etc, while a good ferry (had been) provided for
crossing the river."(3) Other colonies founded durﬁ:g these
years were; the Primitive Nethodists Colony, situated in
Pheasant Plain (4), the Doainioﬁ Lands Colony (5), the
Touchwood Qu'Appelle Colony (6), the Pertile Belt Colomy (7).
and the Qu'Appelle Colony (8). By 1885 none had advanced

(1) In 1883 the total number of settlers was 44 {Interior,
1883, Part I, p.7); in 1884, 75{Ibvid, 1884, Part I, p.20)

{2) In 1883 there were 61 settlers (Ibid, 1883, Part I, p.8}:
in 1884, 82 (Ibid, 1884, Part I, p.21).

(3) There were B0 settlers in 1884 (Ibid, 1884, Part I, p.18)
and in 1887 there were 90 (Ibid, 1887, Part I, p.31-2}.

{4) In 1883 there were 91 settlers {Ibid, 1883, Part I, p.6):
in 1885, 113{1bid,1885, Part I, p.27). ,

(8) In 1883 there were 83 settlers (Ibid, 1883p Part I, p.7):
in 1884, 100(Ibid, 1884, Part I, p.22); and in 1885 there
were 123 settlers (Ibid, 1885, Part I, p.27).

iﬁ} There were 77 settlers in 1883 (Ibid, 1883, Part I, p.12)
7} 24 miles north of %hitewood, no estimate én number of
settlers given (Ibid 1883, Part I, p.7)

(8) Bast of Long Laeke. There were 88 gettlers in 1883 (Ibid,
Part I, p.6). In 1885 the number of setilers was 103 (Ibid,
1885, Part I, p.28)., During the following two years, however,
the crops were dried out and the few colonists who remained
tried stock-raising (Ibid, 1887, Part I, p.32-3)
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beyond the faiuthn stage - very few of them had more thm
100 settlers - and after this time, with one or two except-
ions, their connection vm‘ colonization companies ceased
and henceforth they became the nuclei of prairie ssttlements,
There were a few attempis to promote settlement along the
line of the Canadian Facific Rsilway other than by
Colonization Companies, In 1883 there was established by
Lady Cathoart at Benmebecula, near loosomin, a cnlea'y of
Crofters.(1l) In the following year a calony of Esst-End
lLondoners was founded near the same taﬁ. Owing its origin
to a drawing room meeting of the Baroness Burdett Couttis,
under the inception of Sir Francis de S‘snten, it consisted
of nimtm families {(foutéemn from the Bast-End and five
from Etstninattr). (2) At Indian Head was established, in
1882, the celebrated Bell Farm whish, though not organised
on the same Xines as the Colonization Companies, was, |
nevertheless, instrumentsl in bringing a large number of
settlers to the country. As the farm increased in sise,
portions were socld off to newly arrived settlers, {3)
Colonisation prowmoted by companies or other agencies,
however, was inconsiderabke when compared to the undirected
settlement whieh was goiisg on in these years. The moyement
of settlers was steady and each raileay train brought in

{1) A Canadian ?m,y.zé - ¢.f, Population Map, 1885, for
location of wvarious colonies and towns mentioned, .
E ; Report Dept, of Agriculture (Ottawa), 1888, p.}07

3) A Canadisn Tour, p.26 ,~
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families or apncazatér:, who dropped off at one statiom or
ancther and went into the interior, Settlement rapidly

, spr«d out north and south of the Canadian Pacific nsnu;r
line from the nnstoba boundary as far west as Noosejaw,
ﬁo#amtn. ¥hitewood, Broadview, ;’nam Head and Regins were
the favored centres. The town of loosomin had a population
of some 300 peopdd at the end of the year 1885,(1) The
country in all éiréetsem was taken up by settlers or |
speculators. Hot far distant were the colony of East End
Londoners and Lady Cathcart's Ealoﬁ;r of Crofters, The next
town of any importance wse Whitewcod, happily located in the
centre of important settlements, Broadview, situated at the
head of Weed Lake, consisted Laf:aaz of only a few tents

and roughly boarded houses, byt by 1885 had become a well
laid-out town, the marketing centre of what appeared to be
an excellent fammimg country. In the surrounding district |
were to be found the York Colony, the Saskeiichswan Homestesd
Colony, the Fertile Belt Colony and the m‘ir;;l,ca};ﬁny, as
well as the large settlements south of Pipestone Creek and
Eoose lountain, Situated in the centre of the *Bell Farw”,
with its 64,000 acres of land, was Indian Head., The
establishment here of the Covernment Experimmmtal Parm

and the early introduction of dzy‘-lana farming gave this
district the lead in wheat production which it was to

(1) A Canadian Tour, p.25
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. maintain throughout the remainder of the century, The town

of Qu'Appelle was also the centre of a fairly large farming
community and its proximity to Fort gg'apptllc added to its
importance, Beyond QutAppelle there was no atatian,nf’sa:
 account between it and Regina, slthough the "New Tulscha®
eozanx of Roumanians and Germans was soon to convert Balgonie
into a p:oniaing town, Regina, after 1882, the capital of

the Horth-%hnt Territories, early became a cehtre of attrict-~
ion for incoming settlers.{l) By 1883 lands for twenty miles
around were taken up and the district was éhe of the largest
blocks of wheat growing land in the country,

!%ntiirﬂ from Regina the Canadian Pacific 3;111&: passed
few places of importance on the prairie, The stations were
too ynung and the settlement of the country too sparse for
the IXtt‘e villages to yet show any growth, Divisional
points had baen established at Moosejaw and Bwift Current and

(1) ¥r, Bdward Carss claims to be the pioneer settler of
this district, Having sought and found what he believed to be
& splendid ranching country, he settled at Carsdale, at ths -
Junotion of the Wascana and Qu'Appelle rivers, in Septembder,
1881, In May, 1882, an sdvanced party of settlers arrived at
" the Pile O'Bones crcek. on the 10th of June & second party
~arrived and camped on the banks of the Wascana, The party at
once secured the services of Surveyor Gore in lowating severms)
half-sections; on these were built sod shanties, and possesse
ion was taken in squatter fashion, {Powers, History of
Regina, p.10-11),

By 1886 there were some 300 buildings already construoted
an§3§hs population was about 1,000 souls., (A Canadisn Tour,
P28},



about these, especially the former, were to be found a few
homesteaders. "The intermediate prairie in the three
hundred miles from Regina to Medicine Hat,” wrote the
Special Correspondent of the Times in 1886, “......is 80
entirely unocoupied the sensatlon of the want of inhabitants
becomes positively painful.......The train moves along for
miles without showing any sign of human life, Here is a vast
region swaiting populdtion; but, unfortunately, the lands
are- too poor to attrasct it until the more fertile regions
slseshere are peopled.®(1)

The rapidity of settlement within Assinibois in the
Years 1882, 1883 and 1884 is clearly shown by a comparison
of the census reports for 1881 and 1885, In 1881 the
pepalation of the district of Assiniboia was 9,795, of whom
only about 105 were other than Indians or half-breeds; in
1885 the population of the same district was 22,083, of
whom 16,574 were other than Indians or half;hreeds. &n other
words the white population increased from about 105 to
16,574 ; & phenomenal development]! (3) In 1881 thers were
only 138 occupiers of land in Assiniboia, in 1885, 5,147,

In 1881 the total acreage sown to wheat was 173, in 1885,
61,060, wWithin the short space of four ywars the district
of.Afaznibai: had been transformed from a sparsely populated
self-sustaining agricultural commanity to a comparatively
thiekly populated wheat growing domain,

t ; A Cenadian Tour, p.29
2} ¢.f. Population xnpa 1881, 1385 - Appendices
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The sarly years of settlement may well be described as
the era of annouhﬁim. Every settler, whether bons fi@e or
not, had come west to gambke on the potentislities of the
prairies. Their one and sole aim whs to make & fortune .-
the land speoulator by waiting for & sudden ring in land
values, the bons fide settler by the production of thoussnds
of tushels of wheat, Few farmers, in the early years of
settlement, made any attempt to improve their meéthods of
husbandry, The sod was hurriedly turned av‘ni, seed committed
- ‘%0 the ground by means of the broadcast seedey, and from
this they expected to reap a bountiful harvest, In
exceptiondlly good years,it is true, they did obtain a
substantial yleld from their land; but most settlers were
to learn, to their sowrow, that exceptionally goed years
in vestern emdu were few and far bcttoag.v

Believing that the value of their farms would rise
fif3y~fold and that their orops would never fail, they
morigaged their future for years to come in order to by
expensive machinery with which to rapidly increase their
acreage under cultivatidh, Few had reaped any returns from
their farms by 1885, Instead they had made large a‘ufitﬂ
invmtiontn and incurred heavy debis in the hope that srops
would continue to be fgood and that they would soon real ise
substantial proceeds, Fate, however, blew an il;«ind and
the decade following 1884 was a very trying one. Drought,
hail, wind and frosts devastated the arops, ¥any settlers
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lost heart, sold their possessions for what ihcy’coulé get
out of them, and left the country. Many more sould have
gone but they had not the means with which to get away.

That conditions after 1885 were adverse to agricultural
operations is partly true but, nevertheless, the one chief
cause of the crop failuree and general distress was the
inefficiency of the settlers theisalvea‘ ror the firet few
 years Assiniboia Wecame a land of 'thaat;nin.r" rabher than
of farmers. The term *mixed-farming was regarded with a
feeling more or less of repugnance, partly bocanne of the
fact that exclusive uheat farming meant ﬂi“ pen:ibi:&ty
of big returns, extensive operations, the eppertuaitx te
play the role of ftrn‘nanagcr with a ccrtsin amount of
lciuufe; and partly because the term "mixed-farming®
- suggested interminable chores, hard work during the whole
twelve months of the year, cleaning out stables, to say
nothing of the general disfavor with which the latter type
of farmer was often locked upon by his more pretentious
but freguently less séﬁstaati:l wheat growing brother, In
short, in pursuit of the desire to get rich guickly, many
were induced to throw all their energies into wheat growing,
regardless of attendant risk, ﬁhnn the Deputy Ninister of the
Interior visited the West in 1884 he found privation and
want oﬁiévﬁry pide,

*"However profitable the growing of wheat may be,® he

reported after his return to the east, "in a coubtry so
well adapted as the Nérth.¥West for the production, at very
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small cost, of enormous crops, it is better that the bulk
"of the population should not be entirely dependent upon
that one industry.,......] am convinced that mixed farméng
would, in the end, prove most profitable to the settler,
and most advatggeous to the country. The recurrence of
the disaster of last yesar would in this way be avoided,....
«ssssThe average homesteader has, in too many cases,
neither cows,sheep, pigﬂnor poul try; and She consequence
is that almost everywhere throughout the {West) the .
products of these animals are scarce and dear...."(1)
In 1888 the Commissioner of the North-West Mounted
Police stated that "failure of the crops in any portion
of the Territories is due generally to poor farming." The
majority of settlers, he went on to say, "are, in my copinion,
poor managers, and their homes could be mad® much more
comfortable and happy by devoting more time to vegetable and
flower gardens, by keeping mpre poultry, pigs and sheep,
Bany of then‘buy nearly everything at the store, which their
farms and gardane could and should supply. Want of means and
time areﬂkha excuses given generally, but want of method,
application and misdirected ensrgy are frequently the ea:;t.'
Bven as late as 1893 methods of husbandry were somewhat
crude, When the Michigan Delegates visited the Horth-West
in this year, they found the orops arcund Regina mostly a
failure, "The fault," they believed, "is not se much in_
the soils as in the man who tills it."(3) In the same year

the Kini#ter of Agriculture reported:

2 Eﬂpﬂrt H',,K'P.’ 1888.' Plzg

glz Report Dept, of the Interior (Qtta'a}; P.15=16
3) Report Dept of the Interidr, Part III, p.155,1893



o

*I made during the autumn,....an extended tour of the
provinwe of Manitobas, the Territories of the North.West,
and the prevince of British Columbim,.,....I found that
in Yanitoba and the NorthWest the stiention of farmers,
generally speaking, had been mainly fixed on the raising
of wheat. When no drawbacks happen to prevent the large
yields from this grain.......and svhen fair prices can be
obtained for theproduct, theproduction of wheat is
Iucrative, and there is a strong temptation to farmers
to follow it in preference to other branches. But
drawbacks sometimesarise,,....28 it happened during the
year of my visit to{the West), the large promise of the
early spring sowing was materially checked by the influemee
of the hot dry winds.......which occurred during the
summer; a drawback which was followed by theunusually
low price which prevailed for wheat,....The circumstances
impressed on my mind the importance of what is called
mixed farming for lanitoba and the NortheWest.....sl
found in many parts of the Horth.¥est, so exclusive was
the devotion of the farmers to the production of wheat,
that generally speaking, they had not bestowed attention
to such details as butter, cheese, eggs, poultry, swine,
sheep, ete,, for the supply of their own needs, A farmer
raising all' these things is naturally in a better
position and more independent when the aceident of a more
or less serious drawback arises, than another who has
devoted the whole of his sttention to one crop, the
subject of such accident,,...."(1) ' ‘

The failure of the farmer to diversify his agricul tural
operations, as his failure to appreciate the value of
proper cultivation, is ceuplained largely by hie illusive
idea of the fortune to be made out of srovibg wheat, It is
true that many of the obstacles facinggihaﬂcgrly settler
could net readily be overcome. 111 -devised farm impl ements
vere all that were available and proper cultivation was nei
possible until an improvement was made in this field,Purther,
~little experimenting had been done in agricultural science

(1) Report Dept, of Agriculture (Ottawa), 1893, p.vi.vii
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and only by the trial and error method were these settlers
able to learn the tillage beast adapted to the country,
Again, many parts of the country were totally unsuited for
mixed farming. Throughout a large portion of the distriet
of Aesiniboia neither the soil nﬁr the climate was adpated %o
the growth of grasses suitable for pasture purposes; while
the same land was naturally adpgted to the growth of
cereals, Dairying, while it might be practicadble in some
districts, was absolutely impossible in others, As it
requires cream to make butter and cows to make cream, and
pasture, water, hay, fencing and‘stabling to raise ceus;

it can readily be seen that only where these basic necessit-
des were procurable, was dairying possible, Bonsequently

the failure of the settlers in the early years, in those

- parte not adapted to mixed famming, was not due to the fact
that they mised wheat exclu#itely but to the fact that they
failed’to give proper care to cultivation., In those parpé

of the country adapted to stoék;raieing, however, the o«
settlers were guixtx; not only of impr per cultivatioh

but the failure to appreciate the advantsggs’or mixed
farming,

The yearsdfcllcwing 1885 were to give the lie to the
~immigration propaganda, Settlers learned that the ¥West was
not that land of *"milk and honey® which so many bin;hoarda
had Gescribed it to be, %heathining, as gﬁid-mtning. WS



to prove a losing game, Years of drought and eaYly frost
drove émy the speculator and the gambler; thc real farmer
remained, faced the realities of the situwation, and
adapted his methods to suit the conditiond of the country,
Settlement and agriculture was not an imposeibility in the
| Yest .-» the type of settilement and agriculture which camec
before 1885 was however, These years of drought c;nrly
proved that in several regions of the Korthi-m-t wheat
production wes not practicable ubtil improved mathods of
agriculture were 1n£‘radnced. Hot until after years of
education on the}part of the Inddan Head mchtaI Farm
were these changes brought abput, | |
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CHAPTER I1I
THE ERA OF RRE-ADJUSTMENT

The yesar 1885 definitely marked the end of the era of
speculative settlement, In that year only ;;aﬁawentrias weare
granted by the Dominion Land Office as compared with 3,753
in 1884, 6,063 in 1883 and 7,383 in 1882, More significant
8til]l was the fact that 1,288 entries were cancelled in
1885 -~ only 570 less than the number granted, In the
distrioct of Coteau (1) 21 homesteads were granted and 46
cancelled, in QutAppelle, 140 granted and 294 cancelled. In
the whole of Assinibois, including the land districts of
Qu'Appelle and Coteau, 204 homesteads were entered for,
and 330 cancelled,(2) The marked decrease in the number of
homestegd entries is explnined partly by the ﬁnrth;!bst
rebeliion of that year and partly by the failure of the
crope in 1884 throughout Assiniboia, Gni erop falilure,

however, would not have permanently affected settlememt; but,
| during the next five years, very few farmers harvested a
successful crop of wheat as "the seasons were either very
dry or the froet came 8o early in the fall that the wheat
wes only fit for Seed and many of the farmers had mothing

to feed it t0.%{3) Two features are noticeable within thase
Years: immigration, thouah faltering considerably, was by
ne means negliigible, due to the fact that the outside world
{1} Sauth’-&at Assiniboia, c¢.f, Population Map, 1861

2} Interior 1885, p.xi « It should be pointed out, however,
that many of the cancellations were of homesteads entered for

in 1882 and 1883 by men who jad no intention of settling on

(3) story of the Life of A, B.Bompas, (Libra:y’i;nu-aript)‘



was kept ignorant of the true conditions in Western Canada;
and, secondly, those settlers within the country were
either forced to move away ot to curtpil: their acreage of
wheat and raise livestock, |

Due to crop failurgs the settlers in the districts of
Ptince A:btéﬁ;'sattlafard and Regina had to be supplied with
seed both in 1886 and 1887.(1) In the spring of 1886 the
Government spent $46,884 and the farmers were supplied with
the best of Re@ Fife thcat; The action of thépavarnaant is
important 6oy t'b reasons: first, it shows that conditions
within the sountry were not very good; and, secondly, it
marks the beginning of the production of Red Fife wheat
in the northern settlements of Prince Albert and Battleford,

A feature of settlement after 1885 was the estsbl ishment
of foreign colonies.(2) Between this year and 1893 about
6,700 for#ign settlers were ldcated in Assiniboia,{3) The
number is not large, hardly 1,000 a year, but it hecomes so
in contrast with theimmigration from the British Isles and
the Eagttzn Provinces in these years., The years 1882 to
1885 were marked by immigration of Britiah;bern subjects,
Ontaric: supplying the largest share of the influx. These
setilers, not meeting with the success which they had
anticipated, warned their friends at home that the North-
West was not a place in which to settle. The result was that
between the years 1885 and 1891 the increase of the British
population was slmost negligible. From the census reports of
{1} Report Dept, of the Interioy, 1886, p.xvii

2) 8.f, Populatjon Map, 1891
(3) Interior, 1893, Medicine Hat not included,
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1685 and 1891 we find that thepopulation of Assiniboia
increased by 7,705 and, when the population of the foreign
colonjes is subtracted from this, very little over 1,000
is loft. (1) Here we find the effect on settlement of an
engrgetxc immigration poliecy. whiloAfes people in the
Esstern Provinces and in the British Isles could be
persuaded to emigrate to Western Canada, the immigration of
foreigners was large because these people knew nothing of,
and were kept ignorant of, the true condttiénn in the
country, ‘

Another 1nterantiagA' and significant ; fact 1l'that
over one-half of the foreign colonies were located north of
the qﬁ‘sppalia River, in the country traversed by the
Manitoba and Borth.sﬁastem Reilway, father than slong the
line of the Canadian Facific Railway, where settlement was
directed beiween the years 1882 and 1885, an%h;xnstern
Assiniboia, and not the Qu'Appelle and Regina districts,
were the favored léwations for new settlers within these
years,

Giving birth to the two towns of Esterhazy and Kaposvar
was the Rsterhaszy colony of Hungarians founded in 1886.{2)

{1) The population of the foreign colonies is at the end of
the year 1892, On thefother hand this gigure only includes

the foreign populatifn settled in colonies, Scattered foreig-
ners are not included,

{2) Interior, 1886, Part I, p.13 -~ By 1891 the papa!atila

of this colony enaaistad of about 350 souls, and was composed
of Hungarians, Bohemians and Russians,with a sprinkling e¢f
Germans and Roumanians. {Report Dominion Dept. of &sricu:tart
1891, $».171).



The THingvalla colony of Icelanders, with its centre in
Churchbridge, was founded in 1885 by Mr. Henry Johneon,
editor of the Leifur Newspaper, published in Winnipeg.(1)
The colony had two serious drawbacks: first, the scarcity of
water made impossible the keeping of stock; and, second, the
annual oecurremce of summer frosts prohibited the growing
of vheat, As a result many of the settlers moved out and
 joined their friends at Gimli, Manitobs.(2) In 1886 there
was establ ished near Langenburg the nucleus of a German
colony, eallédyﬁahen}ohe {3) and rarioué other German
c¢olonies < Laadshat Bgrnainu, Riversdale, Landestrew and
Hoffenthal «~ were founded in the vicinity of this town
between the years 1889 and 1891,.(4) Not far distant from

the Esterhazy settlement there was founded,in 1886, the

Rew Stockholm c¢olony of Scandinavians,.(5) with the crops
destroyed by drought during the first four years of its
existence the progress of the colony sis slow.{6) About the
town of Yorkton there were established, in 1888, the
Austrian colony of Fheneser, in 1890 the Danish colony of
Hew Dernmark and in 1891 the small Yceldndiv settlement,.(7)

(1) Dept. Agriculture, {Ottawa), 1890, p.148, by 1890 it
had a population of 280 souls,
(2) Interior 1883, Part I, p.5
Ibid, 1886,;.5 Ibid, 1893, p.l3~16
Ibid, 1893, Part I, 9.33.16
agrSGuxture {(ottawa), 1886, p.77
Ibid, 1891, p.171. By 1891 it had a population of 250,
Interiar 1893, Part I, P.lSu&&

«ummo—uw
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Porced by years of drought to abandon their farms, a
large migration of Dakota farmers to Assinibois took place
in 1891, Most of them located rortfmfin miles north-west
_of Yorkton and founded the "Dakota Colony®, which soon
became known as "Sheho”,{(1) The absence of railway facilities
however, made lmpossible the raising of wheat and those sho
'disliked ranching became discouraged and moved out,

In the neighborhood of Saltcoats was located, in 1889,
8 colony of Scothh Crofters, eamiat:ing of r_orty-nwa
families, sbout 300 in a11.(2) The progress of the colony
was slow due partly to the drought and partly to the
dilatoriness of the people themselves and in a few years |
time it had practically diseppeared.(:)

Kithough settlement beteen the years 1885 and 1891 was
largely in the Ecrth.uwt of Assiniboia, there were many
coloniés founded along the line of the Canadian Pacifie
Railway and in South;hstm Assiniboia, Eight miles north
of mgenie wag located the "New Tulscha® Roumanian colony,
establ ished Angust, 1886, (&) X!: the samb year a colony
of Germans was founded at strnw%’trs,' sast of Long Lake.

Two German colonies, one south of Grenfell called Jeaephshurg
and the other north of GrenfeXl eanod Neudor?, were
established in 1887 and 1890 rcs%&ctively. in south-eastern

{2) Interior 1889, Part I, p.9

gzi Agricultare (Ottawa) 1891, p,202-206
3) Ivid, 1886, p.13
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Assiniboia the only foreign colonies of impoﬁtmo were the
Jewish settlement ef Hirsch, near Alameda and the French
colonies of st; Maurice and St. Rephael near Reston and
Qﬁﬁdﬂﬁ‘ ﬂspectively.

m“ sazo:iies, and others of lesser importance which we
need not mntién. developed into the cul tural centre of
their individual nationality. As such they kept alive in ths
new country many of the traditions and customs which they
had brought over with them from the old; snd.ths taskost
assimilation, as a reau:t.’ msudc such more ditﬁ.cnit
and at times verged on the iaposaibi e, Their ecanm;é
effect ol aittzmnt, however, was nnéo}ubtsdiy for thc
best. By the formation of comparatively populous
communitiee those social necessities,such as 'rcsea.schccis
and churches were made possible which were ;a}ieng denied
to the isolated settlers; and herein lies the justificatiem
for their formation,

The distribution of the foreign population is interesting,
At the end of the year 1892 thelpopulation of the foreign
colonies, including the Crofter settilement at s:lteuﬁ.
totalled 7,267 souls. 0f this number 3,452 were located in
North-Eastern Assinibois and an additicnsl 368 in the
district of Saskatchewan about Duck Lake and Rosthern,
making a totdl of 3,620, or almost exactly onax-half of the
‘total foreign population; while the]ycpnlatien of the
foreign colonies along the Canadian Pacific Railway line
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amounted to 2,492,or about 1,000 less than in North-Bastern
Assiniboia, Although there was every outward inducement for
new arrivals to settle along the cansdian Pacifiec main line
; populous communities, convenient railway facilities, ngcn
prairie land rendering the task of breaking the sod
comparatively easy ;,tha tide of settlement,even of the
foreign population, had definitely swung northward,

| The northward trend of settlement is even wo re clearly
illustrated by the census reports of 1885 and 1891, The
following is the population for the various districts for
these years: (1)

_ 185 1890 Imeremss mss
Broadview 6,844 11,924 5,080 74
Qu'Appelle, Rogina;ﬁeesejav 9,506 12,33} 2,625 27
Prince Albert 3,628 4,974 1,346 37
Battleford ‘ 650 1,112 462 31

From this table we see that the ropulation of Broadview
increased by 74 per cent, Battleford by 71 per cent and
Prince Albert by 37 per cent, while the population of the
Qu'Appelle, Regina and lMoosejaw district increased by only .
27 per cent., These fﬁcta become wore significant when it -
is remembered that neither Prince Albert not Battleford had
railway communication before 1890 and that that the distriet
of ﬁrt-dvigt, with the exception of aouth;east Assiniboia,

(1) e.f. Bopuldtion Maps 18585 and 1891 < Appendices



'Iay outside the aani;arid belt and extended from the
International Boundary north to 52 lcgrcas 1at£tunc, or,
in other words, included all the territory traversed by the
Manitoba and Hurth;wQatarn lai}uay.rnﬁsingvenci more in our
enquiry, we find that 2,474 fcésxgn settlers entered the
district of Qu'Appelle, Regina and Koosejaw between the
years 18686 and 1892 to form the various colonies.{1) This
increase in foreign population ; 2,474 ;ria significant
when it is compared to the total increase in population ;
2,626, If we assume that the only foreign immigrants who
eniered this gistrict joined one or other of the dolonies
even then the increase in British population iz dut 1851,
While the population of the Qu'Appelle, Regina and
Hooseéa‘fgzg not actually decrease hetween thc years 1885
- and 1891, the number of agriculturists and acreage of
improved land did, Those settlers who remained ocurtailed
their acreage of cultivated land, by letting mmch of it ge
back into prairie, and began to raise stock., The following
tables show the number of occupiers of land, the acreage of
improved land and the acreage under crédp for the two years
1885 aﬁd 1891:

(1) Repewt of the Dept, of the Interior (Ottaws), 1893,
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Qccupiere of Land

1885 1891 Increase  Decresse
Broadview . 2,465 2,968 - 504
Qu'App.,Regina, M. Jaw 2,593 2,502 91

Acreage of Improved Land
1885 1891 Increaser Decres

Broadview 59,447 71,413 11,966
Qu'APD..Regina, M.Jaw 99,112 75,142 | 23,970

sgxmggg undey Grcg

1885 1891 JIncrease
Broadview 41,042 70,826 29,786
Qu'App.,Regine, M. Jaw 64,054 74,767 10,713

The number of occupiers of dand increased in the
Broadview district by 504, deere;soﬁ in the disiriet of
QutAppelle, Regina and Hﬁéscjs& by 91; the acreage of
improved land increased in the Broadview distrist by 11.968.
decreased in the Qu'Appelle,Regina and Moosejaw district
by 23,970; and, finally, the acreage under crop increased
in the Broadview district by 29,786, in the Qu'Appelle,

"~ Regina and Moosejaw é&atriet by 10,713, The great difference
between the acreage of improved land and the acreage under
crop in 1885 is explained by three facts: first, 1885 was the
pear of the rebellion and many farmers hired their horses

to the Sovernment to traaaéart supplies north with the



result that a greatly reduced acreage was sown to erop that
Year: ascoadly; the drought in 1884 causté.a‘ucrieus
scarcity of seed thraushaﬁt the West and the rebellion
prevented the Bovernment from supplying these settlers with
the seed which ms}pmmiud (1); and, finally, much breaking
was done in the early years of setilement and dbmsequently
the acreage of broken sod would be much greater than the
‘acceage under crop. It is probably safe to assume,
therefore, even after making allowances for the third
factor mentioned, that had 1885 been a normal year the
acreage under ¢rop in the district of Qu'Appelle, Regina

. and Yoosejaw would have beea greater than it was, pight
even have exceeded the acreage in 1891 - 74,767, At any
rate, regardless of whether or not the acreage under erop
in 1885 was normal, the acreége dnder cropainhlaasasheuZd
nave exceeded 90,000, and should have steadily advanved

- therefrom, As ii':nsrtha screage ohly equalled 74,767 in
1891, The table showing the acreage of eultivated land gives
a mich clearer picture. The enormous decrsase in this -
acreage in the ép'ﬁppellc,aggina and Egosejaw distriet can
only be accounted for by the drought which brought about
almost successive crop failnrea during these yesrn{v
eimilarly the increase in the aczaag{ef cul tivated iand;

in the Broadview district is accounted for by the fact that
most of this déstrict lay outside of the semi-arid belt,

(1) Report Dept., of the Interior, 1686, p.xvii
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especinlly the region traversed by the ¥anitoba and FHeorthe
Vestern Railway,

The same facts are illustrated by comparing the
population with the acreage of cultivated land, The
following table shows the acreage of cultivated land per
capita for the years 1885 and 1891:

1885 1891
Brosdview ttessessvsenesseney ::806 ' 1:6

Q‘i‘m; 'Resiﬂa. mﬁaej" aeny 3315.4 ::6’1

In Broedview there were, in 1885, 8,6 acres of cultivated
land per capita,in 1891, only 6 acres; in the district of
QutAppelle, Regina and Xoosejaw there were 16,4v&cros ﬁci
capita in 1885, in 1891 only 6.1 acres, Had the development
of the country been natural the acreage of improved land
per capita should have increased during these ysars. The
noticeable decrease suggests that, owing to drought,
settlers, wven in the Broadview éiatrict,uere.ahandnning the
growing of grain amd trying their hand at something else,

The decrease in the acreage of iwmproved land stands in
marked contrast with the increase in the number of cattle -~
between these years, The development of diversified
farming in the ﬁbrth;wast came only after many yeara of
failure in the production of wheat, In the more nartherly
regions where the absence of transportation facilites and

the preval ence of éarly frosts made the raiaing of wheat
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for export vittually impossible, the settlers scon learnmed
that there was more money in the raising of stock; but in
the mouthern part of the country the settlers, not faced
with the transportation preblem, placed their sole reliance,
even after repeated failures, on thépreénctian of wheat,
,Du:ing the years from 1885 to 1896, however, they were
rudely made conscious of their mistake and began to
accurul ate emall herds of livestock around them, while
others gave up farming entirely and went into ranching, In
1890 the Hoosejaw agent reported that "during the past two
"years several ranches on a small scale have been started®
and this was generally true throughout the country.(1) By
1896 the Comnissiomer of Vominion Lands was able to
report: '

"There is abundant evidence throughout the country
that settlers have adopted the principle of mixed farming
with advantage to themselves and the community at
large..cavs s From every agency reports are deing received
of the amount of stoock being shipped to the European
markets and this trade is steadily on the increase,
Heretofore our setilers have to a great extent imported
pork and bacon, The raising of pige is now receiving
attention, and farmers find themselves able to dispose
of a surplus each year, *(2)

The following table shows the number of cattle per

occupier of 1and in 1885 and 1891:

1) Report Dept. of the Interior, 1
fa} Ivid, 1896, Part I, p.17 1890, pox



885 8@
QutAppelle, Regina & loosejaw 1:3 1:13.9
‘Broadview 1:2.4 1:8.7
Prince Albert 1:7 0 1:12.4

The increase in the number of liwestock is most
remarkable in the district of QutAppelle, Regina and
Hoosejaw shers in 1885 there were nnly three head of caftle
per occupier of land and in 1891, 14, Although the inoreases
in the districts of Btondviat and Prince Albert were gquite
substantial, they were not so great. Nothing illustrates
more clearly the change in the type of settlement in the
district ﬁf Qu'Appelle, Regins and loosejaw than a
comparison hetween this table and the one showing the
acreage of imppeved land, While there was a marked decresse
in the acreage of cultivated land there was an equally
marked increase in the nuuber of cattle, Wheat farming was
ragidiy giving place to mixed farming or rancling,

The tendencies in settlemsﬁt illustrated by the eeaﬁna
reporte of 3585 and 1891, find expreseion in mayya story
of an old-~timer who experienced these early years, We
quote from some of them: | |

*In the year 1886," lr. Bompas, & Wolseley pioneer,
tells us, *we had no rain for 72 days and & settler who
lived nine miles north of me told me that he had not seen
water drop off his house the whole summer, All the
sloughs dried UP..ccsess .78 threshed cur crop by hand, 20

bushels of wheat and 100 bushels of cabi, Many farmers
about Wolmeley were so diacoursged that they went away,



o Some returned to the eastern provinces and some moved up
to the northern part of the eaxmtty where it had not been

so dry.*(1)

~ 3r. Alexander Kindred, picneer of Noffat, relstes &
33 3&‘ Aui ﬁ I‘

similar experience:

*{In 1885) we had ealy 10 bushels ef very %adly frosted
wheat. I took some to Indian Head and traded it for flour,
shorts and bran. I had no monsy to DAY eXPONSEB.ccvove :
. %In 1886 we had 80 acres under erop. NHot a drop of rain
fell from the time it went in until it was harvested, I
sowed 124 bushels and threshed §4, We threshed it in July
at the end of the month, In 1887 we had a partial failure
and in 1888 we began to think we could not grow wheat in
this countyy. I had now 1205 acres under cultivation,
We put in 28 acres of wheat, )0 to 15 acres of oats anmd
‘ct the rnt mmtefm&. That year we got 35
B 8 ackes nt to work and ploughed up
n.gain. m next year wheat headed out two inches hish. Net
& drop of rs:n;afd} that whole season untﬁz fall, ¥e

op %e pu

ean.‘:&. We hﬁﬂ wheat that ycar standing to the chin ut en
the 8th of July a hailstomm destroyed absolutely ~
everything. ¥y hair turned grey that night, Ve were getting
history hard,

®The crop left would be shat we would call to-day
Ho.6. In 1881 I sowed 1{ bushels to the acre of this He,6.
Just one blade came up here and there we thought, tut we
gﬁt 35 bushels to the BCYR.svaneee

*In 1892 we had only a partial orop but by this time
we were beginning teo soe the mistakes we had got into
every year. We had put,poor stables for our etock - just
apologies for shelter., I now decided to build a good

~ barm.....The years 1803, 1894,1895 snd 1896 were just &

repitition of former mﬂ.......x was now abls, (however),
to stock enough feel for a whole year and from that time .
we began to make money. Ve made it MQme;m
Scotch thrirt.*{2)

FProm Nr. D.¥. Caswell, of Adair, we learn:
*({The year 1885) waes rather an unfavorable season, On

the 21at of June we had & hard frost, after a dry spell,
that froze the Crop.,....1886 was a dty sunmeyr and the crop

il; zﬁ;n;?s:ript in Library, University of Saskatchewan,
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was & failure. The spring of 1887 the Government supplied
the farmers with seed grain. This was a favorahle season,
The crops were good but on the 23rd of August s hailstorm
pibsed over the dietriot and destriyed the crops of a few
faymers and I happened to be one of thesm and my orop
was completely destiroyed, 1688 was s favorable season.

1889 was a very dry summer and a very short crop. 1890
and 1891 , especially the latter seaszon, thes wheat
yielded 35 to 45 bushels to the acre of the best grade,..
sessssON0€e cause of crop failure was & lasck of knovledge
of wentern conditions as these so differ from. that eof

. the east., Fall ploughing lobked alright to ue, we did
not take into copdideration the moisture thst nc
muatry to proému a erop and not ® ' 38 Nacke

we Were up ags : was prapor muumthmsm
broadcast seeders were used that 202‘: a lot of the seed
on top of the ground to be cowered by a cultivater or
flat harrow. A lot of the seed was ezrx‘m off h: the

birde and gophers.”(1)
r. T.A, Patrick, in privatc eorruyam stated:

%I arrived in Saltcoadd on April 29, 1889, snd have
no personal knowledge of mtuwi&gicd conditiens before
- that time except such as were indicated by dry sloughs
on the old Pelly-qu'Appelle trail which showed o34 cart
trails going around the dry sloughs, unused, and used
traile going right through where water had been; and
such evidences as the sand dunes at the horth end of
Yorkton and the exposed lake bottom around the margin
of the water; and the evidences of rings showing the
variations iy, the rate of growth in different years which
were exposed by eross ssctions of tree trunks,

"From 1885 to 1892 a migration had ocourred from the
plains along the Gu'Appelle west of the Fort, The
immigrants bad been dried out and came north sheve dried
out sioughe produced abundance of hay., Theyvu oame aleng
the 0ld trail referred to seeking ranching locations anéd
‘some of them wintered near Swan ILake which empties inte
¥Winnipegosis through shoal river. These men left me with
the impression that drought had driven them intoc cattle
raising and continued dmught had drim them nerth in
search of hay.*

{1) Library Nasusoript, University of Saskatchewsn.
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The above statements, though they rﬁ#to only the
- experiences of four individual pioneers, scénutﬁr
describe the conditions throughout Assiniboia at this time,
The movement of settlers out of the country,pictured by Mr,
 Bompas and Dr. Patrick,and the curtailment of the acreage
of improved land, s Wi by Mr. Kindred in 1888, has been
substantiated by the census reports of 1885 and 189} - the
ares of improved land in the Qu'Appelle, Regine end
Moosejaw district having decressed by 22,070 acres between
the years 1885 and 1891, The practise of dry land farming,
first m.a by Er. Kindred in 1889 and by lr. Caswell a
1ittle later, became general throughout the country in the
 next decade, Finally we have the substitution of mixed for
wheat farming, as in the case of Mr, Kindred, Fhe amm; '
ment of farms by the settlers, the curtailment of the
acreage of c&ltimtiaa, the diversifioation eof sgrieﬂétam "
operstions and thelintroduckion of the susmer-fallow are the
effects of the drought which played havec in the early yesrs
of setilement in Assiniboia. Drought forced the settler
: dmi- to move out or curtail the acreage under cultivapion
and raise 1ive-stock; while, with the introduction of dry
land farming, s1so forced upon the settler by drought, the
growing of wheat was onde more made possidbla,

 The period from 1891 to 1896 was largely a repstition of
that from 1885 to 1891, Although the orops of 1880 and 1891
wore good, they were dried out ﬁring tha - g;f_gg following

v % e e



years, Wersmtﬁy no complete census was ’hm of the
Territories betwean 1891 and 1901 but the NHorth.West
Nounted Police sensus of 1895, incemplete though it is,
reveals the fact that thcrcm 1ittle more progress in
ntt;ﬂent in the years from 1891 to 18956, |

The following table shows the comparison htm
the population, not including the Indians, for 1891 and
1898; ‘ s g

Assinivois 26,448 34,792 8,344
Saskatchewan 8,230 9,931 1,701

The population of Aaﬂni‘b«;x increase tppremsm;r vy
2,000 souls per annum. When this is amué with an annual
inoreass of 3,000 souls 'hetna,' the years 1881 and 1888, it
‘will bs seen that the progress of settlement in the later
period was not as great as it should have been. |

The following table shows the number of cattler per
capita in Assinibois and Gaskatchewan for 1891 and 1895:

a8l 885
Assinibois 1R 1:2.61
paskatohewan  1:3.89 1:2.07

Prom this table we ses that the cattle industry gained
rather than lost ground between these years. Uafortunately
thers were no statistics taken of the acreage of wheat ian
1808, the first being in 1896, The following table shows the



upiaaionfar' tlye wheat ﬂm \ntwm 1891 and 1898:(1)

Brosdview 45,618 135,334 85,696
BWM&! 26,686 ﬁ.BBﬁ 16,173
Total for all Assinibeis 103,928 268,048 154,62
gaskatchewan 4,769 17,704 12,938

Here we see that in the district of Broadview which, as
we have already indicated, lies largely cutside of the M‘-
arid belt, the expansicn in the screage of wheat was quite
_ large - 85,696; vhile in the district of Regina and
loosejaw it was guite small, only 16,173, and this mm.
it is almost safe to say, came largely after 1895,

With the completion of the Souris branch of the Canadian
Pacific Raillway in 1892, a great influx of settlers took
place igto the district ci’ wnﬁ-mtnm Assiniboia,
bringing abbut a *boom® such as had been in evidence in
Manitoba and along the main line of the msm Paeific
Eallway west in the years from 1878 to 1883, In 1882
homestead entries amounted to 522 in the Coteau land distrids
while thede were some 700 new settlers, totalling 2,000
souls.(2) Towns sprang up along the line and before the
_.mr was half spent Estevan had taken on all the Wr;-
ances of a future city. The préirie sod was hurriedly

{1) T™he figures for 15891 ar
iga from the report 591 are from the Dominion Census, for

(2) 1nterior 1e9z, P.w Regina Dept. of Agriculture,



turned over and that precious seed - wheat - was committed
to the soil. Hopes ran high and the settlers looked ferward
to & bountiful harvest as the reward for their somewhat
nurried labor. But the drought came and the crops of 1892
 were a complete failure except in those isolated cases
_whers the settler had wu‘prbw~ attention to the
oultivation of the land, This year the ggent reported:

| "The reilkfall was below the average but where the

~_erops had been properly put in theyield mas good; on the

other hand where the farmers had simply sexatched in the
seed the yield was practécally nil, snd on a wihole this
yoay m pam& bcyond a doudt t!ut.‘ ppxing yisld can be
o’ , feanar will exercise reascnable cave
Mdaliasid and not expect nature te
do sverything mmsselisteld; the great curse ¢f this couniry
& ‘attempt of Mmny to farm more land than they are
zblotompi mtﬂﬁtawxwm:‘d‘um
thoroughly worked.*{1)

The truth of the imt't mtntm wes to become
abundantly evident as succeeding years proved as unfavorable
as that of 1892, In 1593 the crops again failed and the
Horth West Mounted Police Inspsctor reported that *Estevan
and the surrounding amu-; has made 1ittle progress during
- the year,.®*{2) The report of the same agrmm in 1894 was
m:i:r disovuraging. 'm crops {in Estevan and the
mauwwz distriots)®, he wrote, "were not such as to
Justify any continued attempt at farming, several settlers
whe had taeken up land left during the mr kﬂing
 abandoned their homesteads.”(3) '

3) N VNP, mpert 1893, p.63

gls Interior, 1892, Part I‘?. P92
Ibiil iee4, p.61



The :Btm land agent again summed up the problem in
huml Teport of this ym.

- %I san only repeat what I have repsatedly stated in
previous reports as very largely answerable for this

state of affdirs, and that is the attempt of so many
settlers to crop 900 large an acreage in a rough way,

and so go into debt io the implement dealers. I belbeve
if we could only get settlers more into mixed farming

and only cultivate shat they can afford %o, their position
would be materially changed for the better,*(1) ~

In these repoxrtes we have unfolded the stery of setilemsnt
. whioh was egually true in the central part of Assinidboias,
One or iwo good years would cause s gresi influx of settlers,
drought followed and the settlers, unsblets cope with this
prodlem, met with fajlurve,

In 1895 homestead entries in the Estevan (Cotesu) land
district amounted %¢ only 31 - as compared will SRE~iASBEER-
- and there were 71 cancellatioms.(2) The siiaitic: was well
sumzed up by the North West Mounted Police Imspector in his
Teport of 1897. *A largs number of settlers,® he wrote,
csme to thejimmediate vicinity of Bstevan in 1893.......A
succession of bad years right after settlement discouraged
them, and nearly all left."(3}

‘Estevan, in 1892 a booming prairie tow, was, in 1896,
practically only a railway siding. NesPly all the settlers
had moved to ether parts of the Territeries, principally to

2) Ibid, 1895, p.26

ﬁ Interior, 1894, p.166
{3) 3.w NP, Report, 1897, p.122
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Prince Albert (1), snd the few who were left, finding au
taxes too ;rnat & burden to carry, were forced to faiiaua;&)
Unlike many other districis the settlers of Estevan never
ﬂnmmmtaummum:wmmuﬂﬁnhM&iutﬁmwu
Police Inspestor reported in 1893 that *thers are me
ranches in this asirm'ga); and three years later that
"there are but two or three small ramches,®(4) The result
was tha$ the settlers remnined wholly dependent upen the
production of wheat and when that failed, im 1892, 1693 and
1894, they were face to face with ruin. Some held on and,
uynwnﬂmgﬂuhwnuwhqwﬁﬂtkn&m.anaﬂﬂtﬁl
ﬂm»!uxcquQAWﬂmwfﬁwaﬂﬁmﬁﬁneﬂmﬂﬁ
conditions but anns,“papaa£t11y thees about Estevan itself,
became discouraged snd moved cut. Estevan has proved itself
‘wtuammgﬂu!ﬁmﬂuﬂutg&ﬁ&ﬂg&hﬂﬂﬁnhl
Saskatchewan but the history of the first four :ttrt ef its
ao&tchgnt shows unmistakably that it eould not have becoms
ﬁaﬂémnuukuthmmﬂmmtnwmuuMMuoquuﬂﬂnm

Before leaving this period of settlement in :onth;
eastern Assinidoia we will quote from anather report of the
Estevan land agent, made in 1895, | |

® eeeso It WuS very unfortunate, and deeply to be

regretted, that the advent of excellent railtnw facilities
now cnéaxa& by the southern and western portions of this

N.¥W.M.P, Report, 1895, y.??
Ibid, 1896, p.77
‘Ibid, 1893, p.63
Ibid, 1896, p.77
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district should have been followed by tm seasons et
extreme drought, not only here, Mt all over the greater
part of the continemt of America., And what made it :
particularly felt in this nemly settled portion sf Bsstern
Aseiniboia was the fast of the settiement being so new and
111 prepaved to stand the siege of two or three sessons
which, in some cases, left absolutely nothing by way ef
erop to mta:tn the population that had so lately some

in,

'.‘,.,....I am convinced that had %sts;totcmm
been populated in ordinary wet sessons thexe is no lanéd in
the country more productive, orx that wili raise a falrer
sample of ths very best number one hard wheat. It only
requires a l1ittle more experiance on the part of the
farmer, and & more thorough knouledge of the bdemefits to be
derived from deeper and better cultivetion of the meil,
to demonstrate the fact that this land is alright and te
bring to it a population that will make it one of the most
flourishing and prosperous districts to be found in the
m‘ rﬁm*mtoaco‘oo.o&.

*The tendency of farmers thmmnt this 'holc countxy
has been to try to 40 too mueh, and to 4o it in a careless
and slipshod way, and expect to reap an abundant harvest
nevertheless; dut if they could be brought thomsughly te
understand that 'anything wokth doing is worth doing wall®
they would always have a crop of soms kind and hever an
entire failure. I have heard some peocple remark that this
country, especially this distriat, is a fsilure; but I am
of the opinion that time will see this one of the fairest
and most prosperous portions of our great horth-vest.”{1)

The year 1896 marked the end of the depression in the
district of Bstevan. Better crops and a higher price for
wheat brought about "a decided chuge for the betier® M,
nxthwch hnimticn Mact lmt = there were but 31
homestead entries snd 49 maaﬁm ~ & hopeful ,
sentiment boguz to prmu among th. sattlm.{z) M
factors were influential in bringing about the change ~
“ 7ise in the price of wheat and better climstio cénditiens

{13 Intariar, 1895, p.136
2) 1vid, 1896, M IV, p.,347



hmgmtthaint‘kmatm htmmmtil

‘the methods er agriculture, mum% m the sntm
of the m-m:!cw. was unguestionably one of the most
decisive, |

zt s mt only in the Bstevan distrilt that drought

“forced the settlers to abandon their homes. Prom the
’ mm reports and from statements mads by iﬁéﬁm settiers
we have learned already something of the effects of the ’
drought in the country slong the Canadian Pseific Railvay
line. Although the years 1890 and 1891 were more succesaful
in regard to raising crops there was little evidence of an
improvement in the condition of settlement, Mr. Johnstens,
sn BEnglish traveller wrote:

oot S i bt R, T oy St
it e i L e o S et st

of the ewners are supposed to have migrated to British

Columbia, hoping to gain a fortune rather more speedily

in some other line of life. Two mr: of drought drove

them away.*{}}

In}m the crap; memoialmmmmm
Yestern mum.mt along th#Cansdisn Pacific Railway
they were anzy fair and, in some places, mtab:y about
¥oosejaw, they nrs a selploto num.(z) ua to this the
low prm paid fer Mt - thn very best &rnde was selling
for from 38 to 50 eqnt:par shel (3) - and one oan
‘rudﬁr picture the condition of many settlers during the
ﬁ Johnstone, ep.ait.. y.za-av

. g 3“QK.PQ R‘pﬂl‘t 1&5' Pﬁas
- {3]) Ibid, p. 0O .



winter of 1m4. The drought pimdmmu:m with
the orops in 1894, Adbout Balgonie, acciat Wolseley and in
ﬁwﬁﬁwnhmgmﬂﬁnﬂﬁ:m&a!ﬂacamtuﬁmﬁumﬁ
mzmg. The result was that many of the ssttlers Jeft the
Regina distriot to try their fortune in the United States.(1)
ﬁuuwwwturmﬁunﬂm&ta@umm'mnhadmwmutaﬁu
general condition of the settzcri in the districts a&uia&t&a
red by this office, I may state, in the first plsse, thas,
owing to the ssarcity of the rainfall during the spring and
sunmer, the erops in the vicinity of Regins and Noosejew
were almost a total failure, consequently the settlers in
these neighborhoods are in rather straightened
eiscuuatanun:.'(a}-2a~ru%iavt the most pressing wants pudlie
vike were undertaken by the Northovest Government but the
mt Mdmmtxsr@msmdmam
existed during the wintes.(3)

The following year (1895) the orops were considerably
better, although frost did soms dawage. fhere was no advanae
in material wealth, however, sinoce, although the sheat crep
averaged 25 bushels to the acre, the price was only frea
35 to 40 cents for the best grade.(4), which left but a very
—— margin for the farmer above the cost of productien.
Elevator charges, freight rates, the profits of the
niddlenen varied 1ittle whether the prices were good or bad,
Srip gt

R V. X.P, Report, 1884, p.069
ﬂ%&&&m,mﬁ?
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and the fammers alons suffered. Many of the setilers were oo
deeply involved in debt that they had little of no hope of
ever getting out. With only sbout three @aﬁ orops in a
whele decade they had been laft with their farms heavilpy
morigaged and their machinery unpaid for, “onsequantly, svem
as late as 1896, settlers contimmed to leave the country.

*Some townshipe, * wrote the Kerth vest Hounted Poliee
Superintendent 4n 1896, “which tm once well setiled wp
are deserted, and others with omly twe or thyree settlers

S 3eftecccrnecdiont of the setilers have W to hﬁ’t ‘
locations, but some have moved away to the Umited Stales
essenssQuite a number of the Germans settled about ,
Balgonis are leaving.......Thelir erops have bean failures
until this year, and they have beceme burdened with deds.
Although their grain crops did not grew, the intereste
erops did, and being unable to wmeet any paymint for
several years, small debts havae grosn into big onss wntil
many of the @aforturate men found themselves sadmerged,...
eesesThere was a good deal of distress in the distrists
of Regins and Noosejaw until the crops were harveated, Ths
Forth West Government expended a considerable sum in

- public works, but the wamt was #0 wids.spread that ne guut
amount fell to the lot of any ene pcw.'{!} .

T g

The effect of the drought on settlement in nmm&
Assiniboia, on the line of the Msnitoba and Horth Western
Mw. m not so0 great as in ths eountry tnﬁm Wy
the main line of the Ganadian Pacific Bailway. Even have,
however, it was net s negligitie factor. In 1894 the
Commissioner of Dominion Lanés reported that i the |
settlement of Langenburg *muth suffering has been experienced
owing to drought and scarcity of WateF........A certain
nunmber have sllandoned their howestesds discouraged by the
‘want of water, and disheadtened by the failure of their
erope in past years.®*(2) During the same season a number

{3) NN XN.P. Repert, 1895, p.57-8
{8’ Interior 1804, Part I, p.8-9
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of settlers left the Sheho colony and retumed to thefr
former homes in the United States (1); shile eniy & fow of
the Crofter settlers were left in their cclony nesr
saltecats.(2) 3 |
Gamuny :ynkin;, m-u'nr, the tftmt of the drocught
throughout this section of the country was more noticeable
in encourgging farmers to raise stoek rather than in forcing
them out of the country. In 1894 the Yolkton agent reperted:
*In the matter of settlement I nntt’say thit'thszt hay
m ht 11tt1' ‘ﬁn’ “rm‘ the ‘maﬁttittn.t farnsre
have for the past few years been devoting more time than
fmrly to stotK.conrsecns
*In certain parte of the distrist, that is along the
Assinidboine and White Sand Rivers in the Beaver Hills,
Pishing and Quill ILakes country, rsnching is the main
industry, and I understand no attempt is made te grow
ErBiN.csacee s OVOr 44000 hoad of fat cattle have already

been shipped for the n-m:m markets from Yorktea alone
 this year.%(3)

¥ith frost rather than drought the chief drawback of the
country, North-mast Assinibois became a typieal mixed
favming, mn;nean' ranching distriet and, although eaxly
frost might damage the wheat, this crop was net largely
depended on. In 1893 the number of cattle in this distriet
was 10,094 (4); in 1895 it was 17,450 (5) '. an ina:mo of
about 2,500 per annum, *The sattle industry,® reported the
Yorkton agent in 1895, "is incressing each year ardocicineee
before hng it will, 1 cassidcr. be the main source of
nvm.'{ai
ﬁ‘ﬁf;f’ ;:::t xi;ﬁ:’,}g""‘" _n-port. 1824, p.48
“Interior, 1894, Part I1I, p.163-4
N.¥.M,P, Beport, 1892, p.67

Ibid, 1895, p.74
Interier 1895, Part IV, p.134
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| In the Prince ﬂbert mt;iet, an. the Sorth sasketohewsn,
frost mmamahmm“mmgmm
‘sppmi&lo and so add not u'rcct uttxmt. Thl average
~ precipitation was much greater than in Antni&&t and even
| ,in,'tlu ym mn'erem were completely drief ocut in the
south, there was smple rainfall in these m. The sbsence
_ of railway facilities and early frosts had encoursged the
raising of stoek and sheat was not a orop greatly depanded
upon. The introduction of éry land farming had Rittle %M
’muu moummlmm dissovery of an esiiier
. meturing " in the esrly years of the present centuyy
was o murt this whole northemn reglion inte Min
wheat growing domain, | .
mwﬂl: srakiac the climatic conditions rmé at
Prince Albert were true of the whole ihtr&t then called
&mm md which lay above the 5334 degres of :uxm
i thcn were two notable exceptions, the éistricts of
Battleford mmmmu these centres nuu be
drawn c&m!sr xm usth a radius of s‘bmxt to:tr n‘uoa mﬁ
| the areas -xman resembled very alonly, in clhat&c
futum. the oountry ot ccntm and sw&mﬁu Ansinidoia,
In both thess regidns drought, rather tham early frost, vas
the chief fastor which gmtcé the production of wheat,
Battleford, aitﬁﬂtd ene hundred miles. mrth-'nt of
Baskatoon, remained without railwey m;ﬁtm until 1908,
This, in nm:. was sufficlent to pmt the rapid ’



settlement of the district; but there is reases to delieve
4 that, even with mim communication, the development m:‘
huma:ysthotmtﬂm In 1886
ktﬁefou *suffered from drought more than aa;r other part
of the country® and only & smsll guantity of grain was
garnered,(1) In 1892 the orops wers again a failuve and ﬂu -
years 1893 and 1894 were uynmtaﬂt of 1892, n m ]
| that the Battleford Superintendent of the JNorth west Sounted
Poliee describes the erops of esch of these three years in
exacily the same msnner:*Although the #repi have not been all
that coudd be desired or aexpected as regards quantity therxe
have h« no m of emlntc failure, shere the M hn
‘been mpcxly cultivated.®(2) In the latter year the land
sgeat reported that “better results might have been ;M
had the settlers paid more attention to the culture of thé
m.zi There methids are mot up to the mark, and 8o long a8
this sontinues we san searcely expect the district to maké

a good show.%(3) Mamy of the settlers were abandondug the
production of wheat and turnipg their attention to sdtock
reising.

*fhe oseurrence of several smasons of drotight in .
saccession several years ago and the disSance from an opilh
market, "wrote the lsad ajgant in 1897, ®*led many of the
farmers to abandon the growing of grain teo any extent
‘beyond what was required for their own mnsitin, and
to turn their attention to the raising of cattle and horxses
for sxport. These enterprises were of slew growth, as it
- took several years to bring their herds up to a peint
where they could furnish mature animals for export.*(§)

3 ¥.¥,M,P, Report, 1889, p.14 and 107
. Thid, 18828, p.12):; !htd 1893, pa.lﬁ' Ibid 1884, p.127

Ihterior 189& Part II1, p.168
Ivid, 1397, Part 3.1



The absence of tmmmzm fasilities and drought
combined convexted Battleford iate a utn-n:h ranching
commnity. X

The distriet of ﬁuxztm,, though ai.tutcd nesver te Prince
~ Albert ghhn to Regina, falls in the -ui-tﬁt region which
Mi’tm 80 tmrm from the “ousht. The sp&mﬁatlﬂ s
in s&ttlmt in this district began with the year 1833 and
ended with the year 1884, In these two ysars 139 pecple setiled
about saskatoon.{1l) The figure sappears small shen compared fe
the number which poured into Asminiboia in the same years tut

it must be remembered that Saskatoon st this time was 150 miles
from railway comsunication. The significant fact to nete is
that the infiux of settlers in 1683 (.%‘h all) was not
‘squalled until the year 1901, in spide of the fact that the
railway reached Saskatoon in 1890. (2) In 1884 the crope failed
hmw of the uousht and during the next four yemrs they were
either dried out or frosen out and the settlers hegan to lesk
upon the produstion of whest as an impossibility, In the five
mmmmmbuormsm- into the Baskatosn
iittrilt mmy 8] - lcu than the number which had arrived
in the one year, 1883. &t thn same time many settlers had
become discouraged and moved ou.{3)

of ;ﬁ:ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁwﬁ‘atﬁ«“&ﬁ?’&fc“ﬁ&ﬁé‘ﬁiﬁyg m

of his vwn experiences, "we decided (1388 that the time had

come for a change. On an averagse the ie who came in at
thet time bremt about $4,000 in capital W4t lost it. Thave

2) 1bid, p.21

!Ii Harrative of &mtun P35 i |
Report of tko mt. of the Interior, ram I, p.3



were the expenses of settling. it the time of our arvival
and after we ﬁi& about $250 for a yoke of oxen, Vagons cost
about $100. re were froste and drought. Then, too, their
methods of farming and their implements brought ne resulte,
They came in expecting that a great migration would follew
them as vailways were built, dut the Riel Rebellion fright~
sned pecple and the reilway did net come as secn as expedted,
They wers face to face with ruin swhen fortunately they
Jearned to look to ranching for a living."{1)

' m story told by Archie Brown, snather Saskateoon picgeer,
is somemhat similar. e

; *parming seemed hopeless as 4dry years seemad to fallow,
: iur‘t of my homestead was gradually drifting before the wind
- towsrd the river, Xy drother and myself were accusnlating
& few head of stock and were tuming our thoughtd to
ranching,..s«+«.The succession of dry years had dried up all
the sloughs 89 that on the prairie it was slmost lmpossible
to get hay, That summer (91) Prank Clark, Andrew Elaskley,
©v brother and =elf decided to move ulth our stoek to the
Pike Lake district where hay was Plentiful cceeeee] madn n
trip to Bateche in Hovember and December, such time briam
batk a fow cows purchased smong the half-breeds..ccopess
syhen driwing back and forth from Saskatoon to the Panch
we often wondsered if in our 1ife time we zhould ever ses the
prairie back of the Sand Hills at Pike Lake taken up by
-pettlers. The Sand Hills 4t that time we considered, ap for
all time, hopeless for a farming proposition. Redt, Wilsem
of Beaver Creek, was § great believer in the future of the .
prairies and would tell us young people that we would see
ssttlers scatiered everywhere, We laughed al the idea, Paney
tas cireteh on the lNoosejaw trail between Beaver Cresk and _
the Elbow, 40 miles and not a bit of scrub or shelter., We bl
seen it scoriched wiih fare, not a gresn spark left from the
host of gresshoppers, and the wind driming the snow bagk and
‘ terth in th& wtm- hlzmm 'Would any man live in miadl

| :sotm thcfym 3890 and :m ranching was the ym-nm
 form of business in'the &MMnﬁatrkt.‘M late as 399&.,
wrote Wilsen, *it lopked as though it would be s goed m
m befors the country would be ntticil.‘{zj But within

Ibid, p.37-38

izi Barratives of Bukatcen. 3.54
Ibid, p.54 |



the next Swo yesrs hundreds of settlers poured into the 4
‘distriet snd by 1905 "the Tange was we Testristed it mafe 1%
impowsible to mxy on ranehing extensively.®(1) The |
phenonens} development of Ssskatoon after 1903 will be told ia
the folluwing chapter. From a ,Wj.pepalam Sanching
community it was to be transforsed in less than a deoade inte
one of the finest whest producing distriots in Western

sasssseey sEsRBEESSE cssesnsose

It is impossidle %o Qt-tc the exact year when ths Waest

Wrmmamcfu*djnhnntte the era of pregressive
u'tﬂmt. The mngc was breashi sbout hy the introédmstion
,Qf dry land :rn‘iac and the discovery of an urzar maturing
wheat, In the region described as :m-‘ru, éry land farming
was instrumental} in bringing to an end the ers’ of nwm
while in the more humid rejion, an earlier uturinc sheat was
ehienly instrumental. We find, however, even in the frest
ridden Man; vd.th the pomsidle mopmn of the Princs
Albert district, thet dry land“farming very defenitaly
affected the type of acruultum graettea&. Bnt it was an
earlier maturing wheat which pla.ytd th#adins mc in
transforning these entmu into profitable sheat producing
areas, " | | | |

_ The change in the methods of agriculturs came approximatély

(1) Harratives of Saskatosn, p,54



between the years 1894 and 1900. While some farmers susmer~
| m:m in 1888, and s few even earlier, it aid net becems
m until wn on to the celese Qf the century and, in
some cases, not wntil mmﬁﬁmwm
In 1885 the speculstive ora of settiement had given way to ome
of u-ujnstmt; and in the later poars af the century
| :n‘-aaannﬁi#t gave wmay to progressive ;ettxmm. In many
~ respects, however, the speculative ers did not end in 12885 Wt
eontinued througheut the whols period of setilemenht w 2
1934 and even in the years immediately following the War, Ia
other ﬁrﬁu. the periods of prosperity have been ca:etbi, T
greater or less sxient, "by speculative sattlenent while thoss
intervening sirim of dcpma;m may be described ss eras af
x‘;aﬁmmt. In one sens: this is true but, eva# though
settlement at times was distinetly speculative, the slement
of gambling was sreatly reduced by 4ry land f:ﬂiaac Before
1896 dws weeks of hot winds nu:d amleta: obliiterats the
wheat farmerts yearly um&nn; The dry land farmer, on the
other hand, while still depehding to a great extent upon the
weather, bad“se adapted his mstheds of agriculture that only
by an excessive drought would his cyop be a complete failwwe,
The elemeiit of risk still remdbued tut it was grestly redused,
Prom ﬁi stnd;' of settlement between 18835 and 1895 it ﬂﬂl
seen that ,\m:ms Simpson's contention was substantially tiwe,
the weat was not suited to settlement, The Canadian Pasifiec
Railway had been built across the district of Assinideis in
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1883 and thousands of settlers had poured in only to face
privation and want and, in many cases, complete ruin, Seven
years later the rallway wes btuilt through the distriot ef
uskatcoﬁ but, here again, after a sudden great influx of
settlers, in this cese before the arrival of the railway, the
drawbacks of the country became so manifsst that farming had
to be abandoned and the few who remained turned their efforts
to ranching. As the gouris branc) of the cgmdwmaiﬂa
Railway was built through Snuth;ﬂutom Aseiniboia hundreds of
settlers rushed in '- Ratevan beocame a thriving toyn in & few
months time - and the country side was soon.datéhd with
‘homesteaders*® shictks. Bul three yeara later Estevan remained
merely a railway siding while the settisrs in the country about
were so few and far betwaen that taxes became too burdensome
and they were foreed‘to.i;avo. '

It looked as if the dlstricte of Ansinihoia\and Saskatoheman
wers to temain predominantly stock raising in character. The
countyy west and south of Grenfell as well as the country adout
the centres of Estevan, Saskatoon and Battleford, possessed a
climate too dry for the production of wheat while in the country
north and east of this area the growth of vegetation became
moré’luxnriant ut the period between frosts shorter, It, too,
became a stook raieing distriwt, not because of the drought
but on account of the prevalence of frost. But the practice of
sumper~-tillage, instesd of fall or spring tillege, was to show
the people of the drought area that small grain coculd be grown
there and the discovery of an earlier maturing wheat was to
change and enhanee ihs xeyutation of places like Yorkton and

b2 ST AR
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THE INTRODUOTION OF DRY LAND PARMING

ILittle more than a generation age a large nrt;ea of the
Prairie 1and of Cansds and the United States was speken of as
the "Great American Desart®, m rainfall was so little that,
ss we Bave seen in the pm«ﬁng Mtcr. the practice of
agrieul tural pursuits other then renching had vxxtmz: proved
impossidle, But am the last nm xm the practise a!’
grain pem in mi-cr&d raxim,- m miriag hm
10 and 20 inches of mmn xnrmr - has developed, antidl
utpumtmharmwwzua *mmuuﬂwm s

being mmtm:iy oropped as the result of the :nnntmt
m}mum of dry famiag ymtieu.

Dry farming, as at present understood, 1: tho mritau:
production of crops, ﬁthoat irrigation, on lands that recsive
‘annually a rainfall of 20 inches or less. The dominsnt ides in
dry farming is in a senss tm;-tﬂ-d‘ Its n&t to seoure to the
greateat extent ;:mtimsbh the cmgwatiaeﬁ and alsc the
accumulation of moisture in the soil. The particulsr types
carried en depends argely on the characteristis festures of
the climate. In Western Canada, where the grestest annusd:
precipitation falls in June and the first part of July, the
summerfallow bscame the established prestice e¢f dry faming,
Its chief func®ion is the storage and comservation in the soij
of a portion afz‘;-nr': moisture as a partial insurance -
against failure in the next year's erop as & result iqf' drought,
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the two chief prectices of fallowing are (1) ploughing in June
 and ea¥}y July se as to make to soil weeptive for the heavy
rains of the uiny season, and {2) surface cultivating the
Jand to prevent the loss of meisture through wead and other
voluntesr growth and through evapordtioh. Although the
practics has been ﬁﬂlw MIJ in the last few years,

the principles undexlying it were worked oult by the early
pioneers of Assinidoia and repressnt their sentriMution te
agricul tural science, , _

It i not ensy toc trace out the introduction of the ‘
sumsmerfaliow into favming prectices in Assinibois and Saskate
 chewan, The Qutippelle Valley lays claim to be the first place
in Canada where fammers cultivated the land in the summer ia
erder to preserve the moisture for the next yearts crop. The
banefits of fallowing, however, wsre net unknown to the
Selkirk sattlers.

~ "On finding my orops falling off greatly,” wrote
Alexander Ross, *I tried the fall plough&ns and Mﬂﬁzm
%0 some considerable axtent, and it generally amswerad se
well, that I became anxious to see it introduced througheut
,f.hoaoiw. Pivst, then, I had a small park, which sowed tem
mxa ot’ grain, and tind:ln from year to year, that it
ing, till, at. hnt, it enly produced 52 hushels
in rﬁm after the ardimry routine of spring ploughing,
I got it mm and ploughed it in the fall,and ploughed
it again before sowing it in the spring, The season being
favorable, I had 255 bushels on:it. Cnee of my neighbors
tried a similar experiment, and had,after six tushels sowing,
140 in return. A second field, sewing 8 bushels, which had
been loft fallow for two years running, during which time it
‘had beenn ploughed three different times, and then sown im
drills, yilelded for a first crép 280 bushels. In addition to
these encouraging facts, other instances were not wanting,
in sourse of time, to demonstrate that fall ;am. and
suanerfallow, ﬂ.dﬁc\l by far tha better crops. ~(3)

{1) Red River Settlement, y.xzz-a
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_The ebject of summer tillage in the Red River Settlement,
Mr.mhsiumnﬂ:mt rather than to preserve
moisture, The colonists were nttxc tm'hhé s&th ﬁn drought
‘mwuemtmummumuwmu
nyc with &n rrodblem, &ﬁu’ min srops had been Taised
»,arrmmzm. howaver, u&ﬂ mmmm«m
Milhtd the ym& The sammerfallow was iatnm ]
richen thc soil ané eradicats the wesds,

In the m*upﬁ‘la YaXley summerfalliowing was practicesd on
the Bell Yarm as sarly as 1883, In describing the progress
shich was being made on this farm, the Dominion land ageht
reported: ‘

*fo obtain the best results from the lamd, it bas been -
found netessary to divide every farm into three parts, tﬂ-
thirds of vhich are cropped each year, and one third is
summer-fallowed, By this method the whole im given a rest
.every three years, and the dagger of working out the seil is
obtvisted. An immediante benefrit artmses from tharoughly
cul tivating & portion of the land, inasmuch as the yield is 1)
larger than were the whole !‘au to be snﬁﬂemﬁy maa.'(

The original ebject of ranawing on this :m m to lw.u
been uu am u in the Red River Colony, that ar mmuusﬂ .

| soi! mazm. 'hnt it soon becanme rmmuoé as a m tﬂ‘r
aoging tith the mught pmuu. - . L ,

m:-« YOATS zator the value of mr ts.nm m M
' houe to mcm of the farmers about Indian ‘Head, !ritm in
es, ¥.J. Rutherford, htn Dean of the

cenm of wmtm,ﬂniﬂmtx of mtmm, m'tuttﬁ-

(i) &lrort nept. a!’ the Interior, 1883, Part I, 9.12



*In :m the Ngrth West msmw took s‘it“..u‘ SRy

‘famu around the oining sstilemsnts of Indian Head,
Fhassant Plains, and .%0 m*mpﬁh hired their teams to ihe
~ Goversmant for the purppse of transperting [ ies %o the

front, This left them with few Nerses to pul in their oreps,
Some of the land alresdy brokem could net be spring ploughed
snd had to lle idle. In this pear a fow of the farmers, after
;MMﬁzw theix melitng operations, ploughed the

balanee of their broken lsnd fn prepaxation for the naxt

yeaxrts oreps. This wes done in June and July. The rains came,
mnmma&qmmmhmmm

RETY WAY. prodbiem of seeuring the: farmer agninet
Wﬂu&!&mi@mﬁum“ﬁ-ﬁ;
methods have bsen hrought sbout since thenm, but the primeiple
remains that for successful ercp growing, in the sonthern
mt.atkm,auﬁummthtmxa:mﬂ ,
sonserved by surface tillsge afterwards.®{1)

When ¥r. mmmmuammwmm
Experimental Farm st Indian Head in 1888 hs set to work to
study and improve the umda of mrmininc. After s few
yoars experimenting on the farm he definitely proved that the
summerfallow would solve the proklem of drought. In 1889, &
very dry year, he veported:

‘ﬁcmtskwﬁﬁfmm&mmmumu‘
a orop without any exertiocn on his part, It is true that we
have had one year since 1882 that requizred little or no

tion to give & most abundant erop, dut only tes mamy

mm:zxucmmzmmmMmewr
cultivatioy.

mnwmuthm:mwm:‘z?t;t%?ﬁl
years expec reap something,......1 2u swing
mmnmmwum;cm'w;

\

{3) mmmermmtm. Cansda and Its Provinces
Yol.20, p.5%9

{2) Report Deminion Experimentsl yarms, 18869, p.m



mmmmmmummm ise0,
william Ssunders, M‘hxuwrm yarme, m:«

*gSome very instruciive sxperisents have m vonds
ordés to demonstrate the best methods of mxm\m m
in preparing for orop. Grein grown on larvge philoes of
susmerfallowed land has been compared with tha$ grows on fall
or spring ploughed land, and the results syre My in favor
of the m-ufann...... (1)

M&w@tmmﬂmw%ﬁmﬁmmm
mhniplnm in }m good repults m am rm mr-
fallow on the Experimental Farm,

'm general observations, "Angns Nackay rcpcm at the

end of this year, "of evary one travelling thram the amtrf
Intmm. that wherseveyr Orveps werse pAt in 4in

» they were locking well mdmmxmimutnn

nrkoﬁqntttmmrammm. Sach has deen the
axperiencs for the past ten Svars, with one exception, that
of last yeay, in which owing to plenty of rain, the poerest
worked lsnd gave az good, if net better Peturns than the
best, The yield of land worked as our seil must be to give
regular and satisfactery returms, has Lornes cut the obser
vation of travellers. We have in this distriot and I dombdt
not, in bthexw also, farmers who have this year from 30 te
40 bushels per acre on fallow Jand, while, en stubble land,
equally good soid only eight or ten bushels ®{2)

M ¥illxim Saunders rttamd sast from hh visit Lo the
North-¥est Territeries 141804, he reported:

wtnm in & {great degres) from the excessive dry
mtha in the dorth.-West Territories, snd those ut Indian
Hoad were no exception to the general mle. The goud resulis
of smmer-fallowing and good farming were very apparemt -
during this visit, for, while the cropp on the Indain Head
Bxperimental Yarm wes reduced to about gne-half of the
avarage returm, those farmers in the xwmhorhwl wito had nelt
followsd the good example set by our sfficient superintendent
Nr. Angus Eackay, had scarcely any crop nﬂh «tt&ns.'{ﬂ

Ibid, 1593, p.28%

{3; Report Dominion mormm Yarms, 1889, p.12
Ibia, 1864, p.72



m u&m of the Mrvtauu :m m&tg erops M
raiddall is pot mrfios.cnt 3.- weil azmum by tiu mam
~ tadble, which u m apm s long scriu of sxperiments
conduoted by lMr. Angus mx ané upen the crop returns of the
Nothervell farm where sumserofallowing was practiced,

Year Rainfall  pallow

LA 2 K 3 J

Aﬂ”t e

32.4

1893 Tonew I‘t% shes u‘;tli;lttitt a essrncasedl
zm SRS He 66% L2 2 3 2‘ (A2 2 2 2 X2 2 2 si u"tttttto@
Im sesse 10.31 seee 3B cencesresesr 8B sssrssscetd
1““ seEREN 3,90 mv‘ac’u 37 srrsssesRe s ﬁ t-icwﬁ-ﬁitta‘.«
mﬁ SREOY 13.33 sewe “ ’n'ama‘iait mt’ 0#‘;*"1&&}”
1696 ...0e ;9:5‘ avss I aesesnssass W wsoesesesdd
‘ 1097 osney 1‘-“ srn ’ 33 tv-;lqao'o«ooo 26 oot‘;cnui‘c”
19’3 LR 22 X} 13#“ ‘it'!ii aa Q;Qf;ittmnoi -y ’Oli;‘iﬁlﬁﬂ
zm sesans a*“ tw&‘t' -33‘.."*‘.“*" .w --;u...-.‘.a'
3m sesen 11:?‘ seee 17 ‘Qo‘odto-rvtisg‘ :is ‘Vtosttotvo”“
| 199.! sasen’ 20.28 P “ b’.aii»uts’cb ”‘,.Mfﬂtb;;-ooicg
‘;mv.'tiit 19-“ seaw 38 ARRESHBEERD a ’iaaiiét.“
| :m - I&c“ L2 2 J 3ﬁ ERESSSBERS R ia Qiﬁlff'tot#&
1904 sases }xaﬁa sese 40 censsvaness 39 senanses s P
1906 seens 39&3? s ‘2 SHOGBESSRED ;a t‘iant'sa'b“ .
3’“ Rsens 1;.2‘1 et ﬂ‘ SEESHLEGNSS i3 'oo-ocw;t:—.tox”
1907 seans 3_5’@3 ceesn 38 cevsvsnsaee 18 %ittiilt;O”
1908 saehe 23.1? ;oo' 29 sesebsIRBESE ;“ Qcott-.#&—t’:‘
: 1909 13.96 ."". 25 ssevevessss 3B crseseceesdB

- 20,5



The aben tsble spesks ror itself, It shows tlat. m;
tht mmum:a stubble land was amm ‘gninens,
on summer-fallowed land it slmest inveriably mat with m. |
minthuz:mw. 1m Mth-nmul u:yw-
ed to 3.9 inches, the yield off mmzmc and on the
Experimental Pars was 17 bushels to the m.m& um:
to the sore oa the Motherwell farm, 35 miles distant.

The practice of summor-falloving spread slowly and, befere
18040, little pwmmmwwm immediate
mmuumm mm:mummmw
reports of ths eaxparimental farm,Anguns Maskay mm m
mmmcaaamm to m«tutummw
of the summer~fallow, In the early *amtm he visited the
vayious settlements Mt Yorkton, as Dr. Patriok m&c& "1he
firet I heard of mr&ﬂlcﬁaxmam&mﬁ W
was on the oecassion of a visit of the lste ?W
Wmﬁmm”ﬂmﬁmﬁnﬁhw&mu, From
this time dates NW#!W@W#&%&M&;
in the GutAppelle ¥ulley the sunmer-fellow came as a pw
‘and the practice tpmd Tepidly. In 1683 the Deputy Ninister
of the Intexior umml

 *T9 the cscassional visitor from one year to another there

is a very distinut impyryement obsevrvable in the metheds of
mwwmutnm. ‘¥any of them were net -
farmers, gnd that they had mush to learn goes witha

eut' ' > bat it is very satisfactory to find that thay are
.3nm$u m that emch year shows an m.*{;}

{1) Interior, 1893, p.xxxii



The report of the Deputy mm of Agriculture, thwes
years 3“0:-, would meem to snamm that m}sﬂng the lsnd
was hi.ng pmtss&é %o some c:tut. ’

*in tht iorth-ﬁut ﬁmwﬁn.n.......tho erops
especially in may/ parts of western Assinibois, have ;tc
the largest on recerd, in many sases ﬂsmzng 40 hnshsh
per ac®e on mrfaliem 1:&&.’(3)

The tancving year th‘ same afﬁcm waz Bmore m&ﬁ&.
*he pradtice of Mr-ﬂunm * he mtt; *is now ;mu; ‘
thrw;hout‘ many parts of the mm #mtz:.!{z}
Mcﬁvefmmlmdmntmimmmtmmm
statament of the Deputy Minister ef mmnuu

*...u...ﬂthou@ this sesson has been very unfavorsble
owing to the sheortage of rain, the crop is a very Ialr one;
from 10 to 40 bushels per acre will be harvested on summer-

fallow and new land, stubhhumné m&m afe mostly a
failure.*({3)

The prastice was also ammxmm daring MM
As early as 1806 the §ommissiomer of Deminion lands wrote:

‘ #In the Prince lmurt district the wheat on susmar-falloy
and new land, and in d in every case where ihe farming was
wsll done, is reported as extrs heavy, and the sample W8.1,
with no damnge from rmst.’(i}

In the same ysar the Battleford agent reported:

. ®ouwing to s fevorablR semcon and better tillage Wy ihdse
settlers wha had sown grain I have this year to report
sxeellent results in the growth of umu’u. both as t»
yield and quality.®*(5)

By 1901 Angus Nackay was abls to repert that it was “very

_ Rq»rt Dept.of Asrseaztau (ottawa), 1896, p.'rt
Ibid, 1897, p.R2

Report mt. of the Interior, mt I, P.144
Ibid, 1896, Part I, p.5
Inig, ;m Part I, ».18)

u»a»w'



gratifying to know that throughout ths Territories summer-
fallowing is rapidly becoming general.”(1) The Director of
Experimental Farmi was even more specific whem hie morm in
- 1902: | '
| *A large part of the orep in the forth-‘!ut Territories
is on summer-fallew and m nprtm is inoress frem
Foar touyaur .S iy Tvabieuprabloh ,
western mmmm krsu mmifmmu
. o |

mg have induced farmers genewsily fo adopt ‘profitadde
mothel > Lréutment oi-the-sed.”(2, | e

mmm: there was no attwt made to colioct mum
statistics regarding the screage of wheat somn on suumer-
fallow before 1905, The mmt ct Agriculture of the Iorth:-
west Territories,though eantatiaé voluminous statistios
of the acreage under crop, the yield and the fota) protuctien,
ﬁnmﬂtt@smwmhn returns of the acreage of
sumsier-fallow. ‘here was some work done along this line,
however, which, though far from aaup!etu,hu show that summer-
fallowing was soming into general farm practice, |

In the crop district of Eaat Cantral mmhu. lying
between Fleming and Grenfell, the total socreage sown to sheat
in 1900 waas 71,807, of which 23,000 acres,or 32 per cent,
sows on summer-fallow.(3) min we must consider that in 1899,
1,200hcres of new breaking was done, which would also be
included largely in the total wheat acrenge.(4) Thus we ses

Report of Mominion Experimental Favms, P.50,1908
a-pm mpt. of Agrioulturs of the North.Vest mm.

4 ma, 1&39‘ B.l?

g,% Report Dominion mermm Yarms, 1901, p.5O5



Mlé.?wrantctmlmmt 3mmum
m:m ari&.?mmt mmmazmrmlmu
summer-fallow, We must consiude that, in this district at any
_rate, the intreduction of dry land farming had made rapid -
strides. | | :

In “ort-h-m Assiniboia, the Yorkten u:tmt, 3,000 soyes
of new breaking was dine in 1899 and a "somewhat mmaller sres
of mﬁﬁzmax *(3) whan scapared wi‘h the acreage undex
wheat in 1900 - 12,360 - 25 per cent of it was grown mmr;
fallow and 25 per cent on new land, Heve, also, the Satmt:-
:-len of dxy land farnling had made considerable progress,
especially when it is Temenbered that this mtmt was not so
mhjmt to drought as the more southern regions,

Unfortunately the result of the department's work in ‘
‘cellecting statistics during the follewing years was even more
unsatisfactory them in 1898, In 1900 the report from the evep .
district of Cemtral Assinidois, which l1ies betwsen Grenfall
and RBalgonle, &it the crops “sown on itume @ave paor
m‘ A Jarge amount of iuﬁ was prespaved for eropping |
~ #lxt year* shows that dry laad farming was precticed.(8) Frem
the distriot of Regina amd Moosejaw,in the same yesy, came the
report that “some good 'ingl'un raised on summerw fallow,
 whiile those on stubble were in most cases complete fallures
' and not woLtk cutting. Soms farmers pleughed down sush orops.®f)

(2] Ibid, 1900, ».1

i;i Territorieal Dept. of Agrioulture, 1809, p.18
(3] Xvid, 1900, p.28 |



These reparts merely confirm what we have already seen, that
in thess regioms dry land farming was practiced.

In 1905 the ttut -attempt was made to mnut full and
reliadble statistice regaxding the acreage of mr-faazm
Ba!n is found the tabh embohying the m:t: e:‘ these atteampts

‘for the years 1905 and 1906,
m:ttﬁct- thm}u mtaswmf land Per cemt

_ on Pallow

SRR Tes 88, Aares Bu, DX 88y o
ssinibois E. 117,208 22,48 379,600 19,80 23.6
Assinidoia ¥, 90,866 31,11 126,31 85,48 4.6
;_ 9,362 23,24 63,71 23,3 12.9
, : 7,284 27.5¢ 29,847 26,90 19,7
Q 105,465 30,83 338,254 22,01 23,7
&sxntmm 28,016 24.3) 89,184 20.27 19,8
Total Prov, 362,365 27.42 1,025,936 21,62 20.7
- %&mu E. 123,604 25,45 534,260 20,30 18.8
Assiniboia W, 106,241 30.73 234,941 24,33 3.3
Bumboldt 18,033 42.61 165,983 23,63 9.8

¥ackenzie 11,128 32,11 47,263 29.38 19,06

 QulAppelle 128,594 33.78 569,250 21,30 18,4
snnknm 37,608 30,03 ua,m 2.92 21.1

In 1905 25 per ceat of the anreage of wheat in Seskatchewss
was sOWn OB mrmxmﬁ lund. Although thc peroentage is
- not h.m it showe, nmrthc;m, that mr-f:nem ad
become quite gemeral. Purtherwere it should be poisted out
that under the head "other land® is included new broken
preidie and mkmzune ss well as ordinary spring ploughing.
As this, if properly done, .is s type of dry farming, the
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proportion of wheat produced on dry farmed lgnﬁ. in some
districts, would be conaiderably over 50 per eemt.
_ The most significant fact is the varistion in the extemt
of mr—tﬁiaﬁa‘ in the different iistr:l‘ett. In mmmu
West, which included the country about Regina and Noosejaw, the
percentage is quite large, 41.6 in 1906 aad 31.1 in 3908; in
Assinibois Bast and Qu'Appelle the porcentsge is guite sdbatst
substantial; while in the distrists of Saskatchewan, Mackenude
tnd Humboldt, where, mnny m-m; eariy frosts rather
tm drought 414 the mt damage to cmp-,th- parowtaxn s
someshat lower, quite Wa&y lower in Humboldt,
In 1906 the jercentage of wheat sown on cumner-fallow,
with the mapticn of the csnsus distriet of Saskatchewan,
hn M in 19056, mt m:mtm of this is that in
1905 a5 greatly increased acreage of new s0d was turned over
and, vhile the asreags of summer-fallow incressed By 75,000,
the acreage of wheat incrensed Wy over 700,000, As large arens
of neow Iué me aouiag under cultivation the percentage of
wheat sown on summer-fallowed land decrensed M Passu ﬁth
the perceniage of wheat sow on old land, But, although the
proportion of wheat produced on .;mr;fuxma land became
smaller during the years of rapid mm, the asreage of
wisst pmd on axuur mr-fanu or new luﬁ mmr
bacane mttcr. | |
| The felloWing table gives the mumber ¢f soves of mew land,
'm«ﬁxn, Ploughing and stubble land sown repectively to
wheat, oates and em grains in the pm‘ﬁmn of Saskatchewsn
in 1908 (1):
(1) Smaek. Devt. of Asricul ture. Ramart 1008. w_80



Whest 1,151,697 960,634 _z.m,u& o1,9%3
Oats 435,599 219,815 1,041,133 553,474
Other Graims 344,088 20,816 278,404 134,136

CTetal 3,731,324 2,103,248 . 2,406,932 1,578,883

| m a‘hon table m be summarised as faum
Rrﬁmwm | Pnrcutwan

oats R a,' -
Other Grains ) 3.’
Total 17.37

_ From this table we see that in 1909, 20.8 per eent of the
wheat erop wes grown on mr-tﬂlu and 33,39 per cent on
~new land. Of the oats, 9.8 per ceat were grown on mm
aad m.s per oent on new hﬁ and of other graing enly 3.7
;or cent were growm fn m-»st}iu and 25,3 per cant on m
hai. nmsamtsuwmtmmmumm
 fallowad land wes utilised for the preductien of wheat. Of &
total of 1,191,245 acres of mi-tnln. 950,614 neres, o>
79.8 per cent, were sowm ¥o wheat, Of the 1,781,324 seres of
new land, 1,151,687 wm.ct 66.9 pcrl eent, wasosn to wheat.
In tht production of grains other than Mt. dry land farming
was nanecessary.

The follswing table sarves to show the extent of dry land
ﬁm: done in the warious ﬁatriet‘ for the year 1931 {1):
{1) Reporty suk:tmvua Dept. of A;ruﬂmre - The boundaries

of the orop districts are marked on the 1811 Payu}ttm ll;h
e.f. Appendices.



COARTE W

g.,m...,,.,...... 5,232,248 . 1,824,443 2,443,106

amnamumtu«auupnmmmmefmmnw&mu'umuu

1and e lﬁ!ﬂ! o the arntaetian of wheat aa in 1993 Le®ey
_ .79:8 oy roughly BD -prr vent of the sunmer-fallow
P.on M: Lo Bax mt of thk m&xw and ”.ﬁ, or

! .%%“ e

1mm&y€7ww§uﬁerﬁumu1mﬁ,nlﬂmuaﬁntﬁhahu

zmstrtat ko, !host on  AS. Wheat em  p.c. 1htst p.a uhlit
RS Summerfallow New Iand :m!dmuawﬂnmn
W | nnamr“uwaar*' T 1E1"”f

2 {8, Contrad) 50 mmms 3.3 ,wa&s
3 (5, Vestern - 98,72% 18.1 AB.87
4 (B, : 1IN, 26 40,6
B - 489,947 - 20.4 . 33.6
6 287,183 6.2 = 6.8
8 (% © ‘ 36,769 12,9 = 23,
® 3. !hitttaA 3%.9&& - 76,0861 4.3 02
hmtttb.t'. zgmgm . 3.‘3‘,883 : . 8‘?0’ : ﬁ-zﬁ

nmu&WnnﬁﬂMnqnnumaiﬂwﬁqmmﬁhaﬂwemnsﬁ;
ﬁwmwwﬁmmcfmmum@ﬁh:uﬁwu!m&ﬂmmtanu :
?mhﬁmmofﬁmanmaﬁwmuxmwMMfﬂm:umtemnruﬂ,
even morse, - fm didtriet to asa:rxet, In diFerict No. 'y Lmt-
Ceatral), where anax 43.3 per cent of the total amp\uu m



the proportion of susmer-fallew and new land gives to the
production of %mmxdhmwsm than 80
per cent and 67 per cent, Wtiﬁx‘% W the
percentage of wheat sown on these would would be less than

26 and 40.6 por oent, respectively,the figures secursd i the
table above. In district No.S (Cemtrel Saskstehewan), on the
other hand, where 60.5 per cent of the 10881 erop was wheat,
the proportion nﬁ&hmhgrsﬂwthumxm#m%
emmﬁ:. the ynroatm of whead grown i@ sunmner -fallow
and pew land ’?nxé be gmt;r ﬂnn 20.4 and 33.5 per amnt,
respectively, It Wi be &Imt “fm saj that in this
W& practically all the mr-miw ;ni new land would
be g).m to hhe production of wheat and, nﬁt&ng an that {
asswption, we ma find that 25.4 per cent of the wvheat -e
grosm on Mrmzn and 50.2 per eest on new :laml. The sune
applies to distriat No. 3 {South~¥estern MM}. L
66.7 per cent of the total crop ws whest. Assuming, ae i e
. case of muug ¥o.5, that all the mmzﬂ m new hml
. stm um preoduction of wheat thﬁponw of whast
on summer-fallew would be 16.4 and ompmmjland, 64.7 per cant.
I district No.§ (North-astern Seskatchewsn), only 36.9 per
sent of the tetal erop was whest and here, as in district lo.i.
‘the proportion of summer<fallow and new land given to the
production of wheat would be comsiderably less than 80 and 6%
j-r cent respsctively and, as & consequence, the percentage of
wheat grown on summer-fallow aud new lanik mu bes mash less
thln showm hgr ﬁn t"hh above,



The old settled commémities of south-sastern and aanth-
centrsl Saskatchewsn led the way in the introdmction of dxy
:mm thlﬂMMhMS? t&d&ﬁpgx’mﬁ t!thi
1911 wheat em produced on susmer-fallow. mt Centyal (4) and
m{!ﬂfﬁ} MQM followed in third and foutth pisce,
slthough it is impossible to say, ss we have pointed sut, which
aistrict heid the position of third place, It seems probable,
howsver, the saleulations in the table above notwithstanding,
that East mtml mm zenma after Central
s-mm ’

3o these four dlstricts dry land farming had become guite
general by 1911. It should be recalled that each of these
districts, exoept Rast Cemtral snkatmnn (4), lies within
the semi-arid belt, District Ne.l {mth-&ahm) mxm the
eountyry about Estevan and Alameds and north to the more humid
commnities of Yoosemin and Broadrview; distriet No.2 (aﬂlﬂh
ccntnl )} the 'aamt;r; about Regins and mujw; , diﬂixﬁ&ﬁt&
(xst-ﬁt?}m} the country asbeut Yorkten and Baltcoats; and
distrish No. 'agem‘m} the country sbeut Saskatoan.

Districts o .6 [mt’cmtm). 9 (xprth-!«tem) ané 3
{acumtsm} followed in fifth, sixth and smth Mﬁm
respectivaly in thdintrodustion of the sa-e:-mzm A31 were
m« districts No. 1 (South.Bastern), 2 (Seuth-c&tmu

(mt-cmty) and 5 (Central) by quite a margin, The smal}
proportion of sheat grows on summer-fallow Th district Ne, 3
{&mthamtem}, in syitl of the fact that it lies in the l‘i—
arid region, is aplm by the fact that this cmi&y had
only receitly besn settled and, weeds having net yet become



a menace to the crops, the average farmer would regard m
time as better spent whem bresking new jand than in swmmer-
fallowing land slweady under cultivation. However, a large
percentage of the crop was grown on new land, which il properly
prepared, retains the moisture as sunmey-£allow doss. The same
spplies to districte 5.6 (Vest-Cantrsl) and @ (Nerth-vestesn)
which wewe, with the exception of the immediate vicianity ef
Battleford. newly seattled comzunities. It is more than probable
that aimost all the wheat srown arcund Battleford,south ia
distriot Ng, fmﬂ north in district Ne.9, was produced on
swmer-fallowed land, while in th"é.unty west, about wm-
ster, vexry 1ittle, if any, whest would be produced on sumNerw-
fallowed land, | ’ |

iIn dgntzm: ¥No, 7 {&&Mem} and 8 {xorth‘—&mmi.
frost was the chiafr drasback. Lying outside of the M:-;:u
‘helt, the Mﬁnw was unnecessary. ‘he figures 11.08
snd 12.9 represent the msximum percentsge of uhest grown on
numz-"-ranu and in District Ho.7 it is doudtful if mere tham
T per cent of the wheat was grown on summer t112e4 land,

Between the yesrs 1894 and 1911 the practice of dry land
farming became more customary smong the settlers of thaiuth-
Vest, aspecially those located in the amx'-a:ﬁ belt, A
.settlement preocceeded rapidly the great amount of breaking done
each summer kept the v;awpcrtien of wheat growm aam-
fallowsd land well under £ifty per cemt but, se the falmsws
learmed from Wriam. & smal)ler pmpertm of Wheat *lu
yearly sown on 01d land whieh hed not been tilled duriag the
suamer and left fallow for one year.
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CBAPTER V
THE IMFLEWNCE OF DRY PARMIND ON SETTLEMENT

| In our survey of seitlement htmthnrm;mm 1896

uhaufmdtﬁt wheat tamngmwm of the gowmtry
nad proved muihln und that the settlers had tim
sbandoned their ferms and moved somewhare elee, many to the
more nortbern ’éiatrmta._ or diverted their mnr_giea to other
pursiits, notably stook raising. With the dlscovery ef dry
land txm the production of Wheat was once more wade &
profitable &‘ter;rhu with m teeuit tha%; many districts were
rapidly filled which formerlyy appeared impthh of m&rtiag
an agrioultiural populatioh while in those districts where wheat
farming had given plase to mixed faming or ranching thers ws
& noticesble expansion in wheat scresge, oftea at ina expense
of other branches of agricul tun. The effect was tn-tﬂt: m
screage of wheat per capita greatly mw and the ”mw
rapidly fi3led up with incoming nstzm. Dry tmtng in
shoxt, uﬁurcd ina pericd of pmmxﬁx. m line
mnttmtm was pushed forward, elevators sprang up .ts. every
siding, villages grew into towns and churches and schoels soom
détted the country on all shdes. |
. However other factors werse also inatmtu in brisging
~ about a rapid movement in settlement, together with a great
expansion $e~gheat mrw,mh the klming‘gum of the last
mtnrx and the first decsds of the present. -Among the mest
important -o’f thess was the discovery of an earlier maturing
wheat, These tws, dry faming and an earlier maturing wheat,
were the chief cause of the great revolution in sgricultural



science within the 1“?. fifty ﬂm which has made possible
tks pmﬁan of Mt on lanés formerly held by geographers
as tetan;r unsuited to the cultivation of this ceresl. ‘_

The farther north man made his abede to seek his sustenance
from the soil, the mere necessary was it for him to grow early
maturing sheats. Although the prairie belt of the North.Wesf
was not greatly affected by early frosis the same was by oo
weans true Jegarding m park eountryy to the north, Hers the
summer sesson was extremely short and the period betwiem theld
Isst frost in the ppring and the first frost in the £5il gave
1ittle time fojr the growing mﬂ ﬂ»pcnmg of tender grains, Fvem
in the prairie belt, hemar.tha smr season was very N
definitely limited in length and the sutumn frosts often came
in the middle or latter part of August. Although it was :hnpen;-
ible to discover a wheat which would not be injured by froets,
| 1*& seemed wﬁbh to obtain a variety which, owing to its early
uttﬂns M&W, would ripen before the usmal fall frests,

Little is known of the type of sheat grown by the ead¥y
settlers et the xam;mz. notably by the Red River Colonists,
That it was an American whest has been fairly established snd
evidently it was of the soft urut:r. Iata regarding its
maturing qualities is sedly luktng. Frem the littile
information available, however, it seems certain that the ﬁnt
gromn on the banks of the Red River repened in about 137
days, a much longer time than that required by the varieties
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grown in Vesters Camads to-day.(1) The fellowing table

4 /en ember 23.(Belkirk Papers,.D.1711) If we
at th et was sown on May 3, the periocd of maturs
46 dnys. In 1817, Alexander Eaodouell writes that en
ummxhumh winds that muéh of the
’ ﬁeﬂ -ofT the stoek,(Ibid, $.4195] EBvidently harvest
ot | wt that date apd consequently we are alle Lo
Ahgt in that year the sheat wes mmmmaam
efore it was ready to be harvestsd, In 18)8, wheat
¥m on April B8, although some was not sown until as late
aﬁ.{!&td. 9.86180) Harvest commenced about Awgnst 28 and
sFinished off September 2,.(Ibsd, 5.5336 sad 5370) The peried
of Baturity in this case was only 124 days. In 3836 the whaut
wat standing on Angust 19, not yet ready to be harvested.(Ress,
_wis. 3‘38‘?42 In 1858, the wheat harvest commenced on
Hind's Explorations, g.u%} In the follwwing yeax
._;at vas_amm on the 29th of Apr.i and cut-on the 28th of
ta(I0id, p.144) The peried of matuvity in this case was
days, In 1860 an article appemd in the X ﬂ 11 :
s&ptuhr 14, called ast, It seems :
uhutus’eciagaut; g aate, IT so, tha pmu«
turity would be about 140 days. In 1862 seeding commenced
‘o the ht of May.(Hor*Wester, lMay 14] On Spptember 11, the
[ 138 ter, in an artisle, eomtl on the harvest. Again it
pu::l‘bh that harvest operations had just m
/ ,nnkiu the period of maturity about 134 days,
"} George Bimpson, in gliving evidence beforxs the Selest
| Gommittes on the Hudson's Bay Company in 1857, states that in
Red River, smaeeding opesrations commenced about tht!ttcfﬂ
;ami wheat wag harvested the latter part of August.(Repert,
' E If this evidence iz relisble the periocd of maturilty would
325 dnys. It seems guite probable, hcmtr, that,
" zfaagn;:' n’%ﬁ‘“ tt::s required £ v::sﬁa“
: i 3 fn 1 aversge ?r

m m:% &;mm miazmmﬁwg tember X%

n mnﬁmtomonﬁuyx
23- udecn’s Bay Journal of trt Bimentey)
ahle that the harvesting of the wheat was -
de 4id not returm to Edmonton until Sephoniver

:.th&tnitm. _thu n«&ru in mmmiﬂ days befexe
IRV ld. A% the Dog Niesien, in 1857, wheal was sowmn
_Barvested on Ogteber 15, making a peried of

“ing ﬁmtsenm be condenssd inée the following




compares the period of maturity of the varieties of wheat mest
m&: gnm t#&: with that of the Red River wheat, With |
the excepthon of the figure for Red Pife, *lhiﬂh is based upen
the experiments of Professor Bracken who found that the average
peried for A ézuzt: of this wheat at Saskagosn was four
days longer than Mnu. the fighres for the present day
“varieties of wheat are M upen the results az teste made at
Saskatoon by meunr Barrington, eof the $?3: sge of Agricultup
in the University ef Saskutchewan, whije the figurs fer Red
River mat &a baud npon our calenlations, given sbheve.

- Red E“‘* ‘h“* Gitoitbwtcit‘titttxzq ‘g” AvEYage
m MQ "t m ] .'.;..;QQ;J’?&‘ ‘m
Narquis ((* cesvssseseeslll *

R.B, 222 {* » cvnesssssssd08.,78 bd b

garnet (¥ hud -‘c.tciﬂatvso;“ . “

{Poot-note contisued from preseding page)

Year - Date of sowing Harvest  Time m&u
1815 . umy 1 (? Sept.19 mo |
1817 ﬁu ir} gSept.l8 iiﬁ
;8 | April 18 . Bept.2 -n? , ,
1855 April 30 () = aAmg.2 - .
3886 April 29 Ang.28 122
1860. . ¥ay Y (?) mt.;-&is} 337 ¢
| 1862 Bay 1. ~ BSept . 13{?) 134 *
- 1888 -y 1 ~ Bept.25 147 days

a8y Mmy 18 - oet.Ab 150 days



Here we see that Marquis, the type of wheat most popwlar
in western Canada téy-w.rimaﬁ on an sverags 26 days ea¥rier
than the wheat growmn in the Red River Belomy. ,,zfih-jr varieties,
such as Garnet and R.B.222, which are beconing more cemmon ia
the northern parts of the West, havesan even more sonsiderable
lead in the date of maturing, |

Red ¥ife wheat, the varieiy which was almost whelly grown
in the West frem the beginning ~f settlemeri to abeut 1914,
has had a romantic history, First discevared by an early wm;a
eer of Ontarie in 3841 {1), it epread througheut that previmece

ﬁ) The follewing is an aceount given by a son of David Fife,
‘an which he deseribes how his father and mether found znd
~perpetuated the celebrated wheat: :

' *The late David yife, Otonabee,Peterbore county, wished te

. see the quality of our Cenadian wheat improved, and with this

~ object in wiew, sent to Scotland for samples of wheat, “eme

. were forwarded to Port Hope and lay there in storshouse during

' fal) and part of the sdnter. Thres dollars storage was paid and
- the wheat was sown, but it came to nothing. My father than wrete
again to his friend, Lr. Struthers,clerk in a grain store ia
Glasgow,for the second supply of wheat, My, Strulhers noticed

s Bew kind, an excellent sample brought by a ship direat from
Dangic, dle. thought it would be just the kind for Cansda snd seal
two samples, one of fall wheat and the other of sprisg sheat,
Thage were sown in the year 1841, .......The fall variely came
to nothing, but the spring sample proved superhor to any othar
kind sown, Out of % three ecars “ﬂ ‘“Q‘.oﬁctﬁ‘mg »Qm

to the illheas of my mother, who togk special charge of this
wheat, it was not sown until after the other wheat was abovd
ground, At harvest Lime the Siberian wheat was badly rusted,
wherens this sample was not affested in the least, ‘his ervop
‘was gathered by my mother and my brother David in a ahwef and
earefully stowed un.;. They had now realized a quart of seed,
This was som the following spring by my tmother and brother,
predusing had® a bLushel at harvest time, and from the produce
of thie £ bushel the neighbors were supbiled and the counizy
beneffited by the intyodustion of the Fife wheat,...neee®
{¥anuseript in library, University of Saskatchewen)



and the United States in the following yesrs and made its way
into Mamitoba from Minnesgts, after the orops had beem destrey-
ed by the grasshoppers in 1874. It prodably came with the
settlers west io Assinidoia after 1883 but did not make its
way to the more m:themmsmtmﬁmm
Battleford until 1886, when the settlers in these parts were
mﬂmwm Government with seed. From this time it becams
the common variety grown throughout the West and scon made
this reglon famous for its "Manitoda Hard® wheat,

In 1904 Dr. Charles X, Ssunders,Cerealist for the Dominion
of Canada,discovered a new wheat which, while possessing all
m,gaoa features of Red Pife, matured in less time, The new
variety he called w. In 1909 its distribution to the
pudblic began and since then the growing of this wheat has
spredd enormously, and is now by far the chief variety grewn M
the West. *The introduwtion of Marquis wheat,® wrote Prefessor
Buller, "is one of the greatest practicel triumpih that Cansda
has ever hﬂl,m that is perenially fruitful, net muﬂm
but ever increasing the wealth of out country and making it a
better land to live in,%(1)

But as Red Pife conquered over all other rivals and finally
gave place to Marquis, so has Marguis conquered over Flu» othar
r;ms but is t}c‘-thy -giving place to even earlier maturing
varieties. As man moves northward in quest of new fislés to

(1) Buller, Essays on Wheat, p.iﬁa
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conguer, it is necessary for science to come to his aid and
produce ever sallier maturing whests,

The most noticeabls of the other factérs xnﬁmiu .
settlement waas the W‘km policy of the Dominion Goverm-
mant,after the cohing into offics of Clifford Sifton as Einista)
ef the Interior in 1696, A vigowsus and ahnt mnserupulons
Wmmrhﬁon umm&mstnm. Great Britain
and W eonatriu. to persuade people to onimh te
Canads, Again, the United States had becoms, by this time, s
less serious oawetxtﬁr Sor illmtl. lost of the free lIand
of the western ltatu had been taken up with a consequent
greater appreciation of the free land in Western Canada. Alse
the better climatic conditions aad a higher priu ﬁiﬁ for
sheat played no inconsiderable part in inducing settiers te
come %o m Finally the ﬁmm construction pnli.cm of
the rautaa mi«. though partly caused ’by. was, on the
© other hamd, an added cause of, the increased settlement, All of
_ these factors, together with the introduction of dry lend
farming, an esrlier maturing wieat and others of lesser
importance, combine to make th§ yozxs 1896 to 1914 the most
mm in settlemant on the western plains,

Although settlement showed no increase in 1896, good creps
and a h;shor price paid fer mheat, brought about a definite
change in the condition of the country. The Estevan agent
reported that *there is & decided changs for the better, and,
now that farm produce is a better ;m., a more hopefnl nat;-



| sentiment prevails among the settlers.”(1) There was no
mrmc 1u settl ement, hemtr, in this district msn; the
;cu - homestead mma only amounted to 31, while there
 were 49 amanstiom - but, "although immigration bad been
Iight during the season there [had)} been IQH»WI!‘“ for
vacemt lands (during the months of September and Osteder) than
sny time for two or three years past."(2) Although *the nu
of immigrants who arrived in the district{ef Regina) during thm
year ending the 31at of October,1896, (had) decreased in
comparizen with that of other years® there was » declded
imp¥ovenent among the farmers generally.(3) The same zmm
vere moticesble throughout the country. At Yorkton the agent
reported that "there has been a slight falling off of new
entries granted from last year, ando of those made a large
. proportion were by people who had M residing in the counmtry
for some time;those from Thurope being very few.®{4) The
condition of agriculture, however, in this district was in a
most satisfactory state. In ahort, tlu year 1866 maxks the
veginning of s peried of prosperkty within the sountry but,
. due to the depyession shich still left its imprint on the
public mind,the influx of settlers was small,

The improved condition of the country was reflected on
 mettlement in 1897. Homestead entries increased frem 1,888 in
1) Interior 1896, Part IV, p.147
2) Ibid, loo.cit

{3} Xxbid, p.149
4) Ieid, ».240



isis to 2,;& in zm. The inoresse wis not 3»-9 mt was
fwrwswtt to show an mmu movement it settlement,
: mwmly hod the mrufu moticeadble in the land distriots
of catm and Qutappelle, zn the Sormer there were 31 entries
granted in the twelve months to December 31, 1896,while there
were 61 entries granted in the six mendle to Jume 30, 1897;
in the lstter 4here were 173 entries wtad in the twélve
months to December 31, 1696 and 146 entries granted in tthe
83x months 20 June 56. 389?. At nm, in tht Cotenn ishd
district, the agent upom that "the crops througheut the
“whele of this district during the past season have been
universally good, the wheat averaging from 17 to 25 bdushels te
the acre, and with the present prise for produce this has
created s widespresd feeling of prosperity and confidemce in
the country.®(1) The Regina ageut was equally entlmsiastie,
*The evidences of prosperity all over this districs,
during the present year,® hg wroie, "are exceptionally
apparent in every reppect. The settilers all express them-
selves as bdeing fully content with returns for their ladours,
They have reaped an abundant harvest of excellent grain,
wost of the wheat having averagedtlNo.l hard!, The ppices
received for grain are grestly in excess of those obtsined .
for several m’.ootsovtm nany "m of the distriet it
~is obserwed tte area under cultivation is rapidly
inoreasing, and that the farmers, owing to the favorable
weather, have been able to prepare larger tracts of land
for next peason's crops,.*(2 ,
Prosperity slso ‘crowned the efforts of the farmers in the
Yorkton district,
m bas been,** morttd the asgent, "a mﬁmt

inoreass in the ambcx of homestesd entyies granted,
t!n catrm still M on the anmu..“"m season ot

| 1} Iaterior, Part Wx, 12
M Ibid, Ibid, ;.zéﬂ obles
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mwhxeekodumummﬂmam MM

- there has ever baen in this part of the coumntry. uf“.

ampmm;unsmmmmmm.m (1)

Itminlm. hsm that mm}h‘mﬁim#
nttz’mt began. The mmber of homestead eniries graunted
during that year, the largest since 1883, was over twite as
‘large as the number granted in 1607, and over three times that
of 1896.(2) A grest impetus had also been given to the purshese
of lsnd from the railway companies and the Hudsen's Bay |
Company. Total land sales #f these amounted to 473,789 sores
in 1808 ms compared with 222,545 sores in 1897 snd 108,016
acres in 1896.(3) Although neither the srops ner the price
paid for whest were as good as in 1807, seanditions, gemerslly,
- throughout the sountey wers satisfastory, The um reporied
that his "distriot as s whole has been prospervnsh®(Sjyethe |
Prince mmtumt that mym'mmtmm
_one$B); s¥A the Yorkton agoht that *the mam is proppering
and the settlers are contented®(s8); and ﬂu m@u mnt that
*ihe rﬂnﬁ!tn of the sessons work has bean very utismtu;r.ﬂ)
In uns the number of homestead entries was the srutat up |

to thet tmmmk&-uuat&wm. with the

 Interior 1897, Part I, p.l&
m, 1898, p.ids

Ivid, Part I, p.12

Ibid Part,X, p.13

Ibid, Part IX, p.249

X’h“ krt I, p.15

ISEESEE
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exception of the year 1882, whoss sntries were 7,483.(1} Zand
 sales of the Hudson‘s Bay Company snd railwaylerporatiens
increased from 448,623 ascres in 1898 to BGS3,075 acres in
11899, {2) The total screage of land disposed of Dy the
DRyArtment and these companies ampunted o 2,986,966, as
compared with 2,177,774 in 1895, or an incresse in faver of the
later year of 509,192 sgres. In the distrist of Alameds
nomestead entries sPowed the remavksble fncreass of nesrly
'ﬁmntauamnrﬁwmnﬂmuswﬁtﬂnﬂuiuﬁwxu&h-
agenoy there were 674 more entries than in 1898.(4)

In 1900, ®owing to the lack of rein in many portions of the
sountry the e¢ropd.....proved light.*(5) However the prectice
of dry lasd farming bad become sufficiently commen for the
farmers generally to resp s Dakr harvest.(6) Settlement, as &
consequence, was zot materially affected, in fast the steady
sdvance in homestesd entriss and land sales from 1897 en

 showed no marked bresk as a result of the dronght of 1900,
This fact stands in marked contrest to those earlier years
when s yesr of drought caused s marked deeline in imuigration
and Jand settlement, The homestead entries granted in the six
minthe ending June 30, 1900, amounted to 4,132 as compared
with 6,609 in the twelve menths ending December 31,1899, sad
f‘gﬁf&;fi 1899, p.riil

Toid, Tart 1. Bi36

Ibid, 1900, Part I, p.4

ﬁu&ﬁﬂﬁ
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4,848 in the tﬁlu mm m Decenbery sx,zm. »

R ieu significant still was the increase in homestend mt:&n
“th: following year. In the fisenl year ending June 30, 3801,
there wers 5,162 homestead entries as mm with 7,486 in th
' tha fisgal year snﬁias June 30,1900, or an ineresss of 736,
‘Had the fisvcal year been taken up to Detembwr 31, the incresse
could be explaimed by the fact that the ¢m#f$9ﬁi'ms |

bountiful one. But by June 30 the results of the ttaauat orey

could not be certain, Hewever,in the district of Assinidvols,
entries did show a slight falling off as compared with the
preceding year; but the fact that thia decrease was not great

Jhm to some extent the goof effects of dry farming en

settlement, though wo must not gorget that the aauM me

pushing the policy of bringing immigrants in.

During the five ysoxs, 1897 to 1301, a tétal area of
7,255,850 acres of lsnd had been disposed of by the department
and reilway companies, either by $ale or homestead entry.
Iuring the foubtesn years preceding 1696,the total ares of
' land dispéwed of by the department and companies smounted to
enly 2,356,789 acres, or 14,605 farms of 160 sores each,
wheress during the following five yeaws an average of 9,069
kmﬂcmwti&m nrc disposed of ywarly.

The decade 1891-1901 marks the end of the era of re-
adjustment and mmmmg of a period of progressive utth:-
ment. The svidence which we have secured would indicate that
the change came about between the years 1898 and 1898, ihese
facts are clearly brought out by the censue of 1901, The
‘following table shows the increase in pepulation after 1895
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as cowpared with the eariier periods {3): .
1885 1083 398 190

Assiniboia  17,Y17 26,448 34,782 64,173
Sackatohewan '4.&3&‘ 8,230 9,931 :9.m

| In the period 1895 u 1901 the puvnlattan of wazh.u
Mt Soubled, The yearly increase o:!' this mtrtct was; for
the period 1885.1891, 1,455; for 1893-1898, 2,086; and for
1&5@98&. 4,897, The yearly Lnemu of stmm -
for 2885-1891, 624; for 18911895, 485; snd for 1898-2003,
1,632, B |

The expansion in the soreage of whest in the years pressding
1903 4s shown in the folleding tables (B):

. Assiniboss 61,035 103,968 258,549 445,653
Saskatohewsn 3,365 4,768 17,704 41,668

Assinibois 7,155 - 22,083 62,368
Ssakstchewan 254 1,848 7,988

Dafortunately, in neither the cemsus of 1895 nor the crep
stafistios of 1898, were any figures given showing the number

%i} .1, Nmatm Naps, 1885, 1891 and xeez - Appendices

2} The figuresfor 1885 and 1891 are based upen the Dominien :
census, while those of 1898 and 1901 are based upon tharmx‘h
of the Dept. of Agriculture of the xcrth-mt !ﬂrrt’karun{
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of gocupliers gf» land, cemqamtly we must compare the acreage
_of wheat per occwpier of land for 1691 and 1901:

1893 1903
Assinibois . 183 40
Assiniboia ¥, 19,5 39.7
Seskatchewan - 4.4 173

The rapid incresse in the acreage of wheat per farm stands
in marked contrast with the period 1885 fo 189) when this
inorease was nry small. The tnnrom in the acreage e!’
improved Jand in the period 18911801 &iﬂ deserves w
with the periocd 1885:1892

Assiniboia B, _ 5.3 17.2

Assiniboia ¥, 4.3 14,2
Seskatoheman e 1.7
11, Ad ’
Assiniboia B, 25 903
Assinibola W, 29.9 96.4
Saskatchewsn 9.4 43.4

In 1891 there were an aversge of 25 im#u of impYroved 1and
for each farn in Assinibois East and se mns in ummu
Vest; in 1901 this had increased to 99.2 and 96.4 acres
| 'mmetiuxx. In Awssinibois Bast the wwn of improved Y
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per ospita incressed from 5.3 asres to 17.2 acres; and in
Assinibois West from 4.3 aores to 14.2. The ineresse im the
acreags of impyeved 1and in Saskatchewan Rept wt with the
tnpresse in Aseinibods, ,

During the same years the expansion im the cattle indmetry,
outside of Ascinidois West, was almest insignificant;

i89 1903

Assinibois Ruet 9.5 11.2
Assiniboia West 16.4 34,3

Ssakatchewan 14.3 ‘ 10,9

¥nile there is an increase ia the number of csttler per
scoupier of land in Assiniboia, especially in Vestern Assinidbéisn
due to the fact that mhing was beceming popular in the
districts of Swift Current and Maple Creek, ite genezal sdvance
was not on a par with the acreage of wheat, In Assinidbois
Zaat, there were 18 acres of whest per farm in 1891 and 40
aores in 1903, while the number of eattle oaly insressed frem
9.5 to 11.2 between these years, In Matehmn the number of
cattle actuslly dscreased from 14.3 to 11. In Assinibois West,
bowever, the incwyease in the number of sattle corresponded
slswost axactly with the mioa in vheat acreage '- 36.4 to
'34.1 and 19,5 to 39.7, vespectively. It is safe to may,
howsver, that in the districts of Regina and koowejay the
screage of Mat per farm increased more rapidly than 4id the
punmber of chttle, while in the districts of Swift Curreast sad



106

Maple Creekx the ﬁum ws tr&i; In other words, cutside of
mm:msngmmtzxmtcrmﬁn. mpcrmrm
1891 to 1901 uméha'aun vapid expansion of wheat
ump than of the number of catsle.(1)

The comparkson of the tables for 1885 and 1891 with the
tables for 189 and 1901 shows that, while in the fommer
period wheat production was giving way to s»tm:-nuing. in
the latter pericd stock-raising was giving way to wheat ym-
uetion, Many facters brought about the change but nst the least
among thop was the introduction of dry land farming. By weans
of the summer-fallew the production of wheat was made sush mers
prefitable, due to lessened risks and greater yields, with the
Tesult that fammers began to expand their wheat ssreage and,
while they continued to raise seine .tm-. they did net }lm
as great dependencs upon this industry as formerly. |

The period from 3901 to 1906, covered by the cemsus reports
of these two years, may fairly be desorided as £alling m&ﬂy
in the era of pmsain settlement, The pemaion increased
npi&:mdth.mm a gre&t expansion 1& the prodmation of
“'f"‘“*' | | . | |

In 1901 the population of Assinidods snd Saskatchewan was
91,279; in 1906 the population ef the new pRovinee of m&-
chesan was 257,763, an incresse of 166,484, or 182.39 pad
eent.(2) The wheat mmp kwt’ pade with the gmmn in
- {1) The Britm ubsrga on stockers mtayté se some M,

the cattle trade in Westers Canada,
(2} e.f. Population Maps, 1901 snd 31906 - Appendices
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'wsﬁhtien’. The ralieﬂ.ng tadle, based upen the returns of the
fcﬂttcrm Bcparm of m&mtﬁu shows the mm in
ﬂut wrw between the mu 1898 and 1906;

1358 seeeeS 3?8,355 “m
Im eresSs my‘“
m (I 1L 0 m'm
- im 2SO ESE m“’sﬁa
m ."."'; ma“ﬁ
1995 TS RE mb

1904 ..e.0e 910,358
1“5 spenee 1,130,3“
1906 ..e0ee 1,750,586

Y NN N n

| . hen the inorease in the years from 1898 to 1906 - 276,283
to 1 ?&.&ﬁwm-u eemr&dtiththe&nﬁmnbcmm,
years 1893 and 1898 - 108,?37 to 276,253 acres - the comparisem
betwean the periods becomes illuminating. In the arly m&cﬁ
 the &mmu per snnum was 24,@?5 acres, in f.hc latter peried,
magmz agres,

Sompared to the cxpmun in wheat screage, the tam
progress of the nﬂu-—atnx :I.néustr;r during these years is
significant, The tancz.tag table shen the average aamsege of
wheat per fam and the average nmmber of 1.&";:“«& in 1903 and

1901 1906

Humber of farms - 13,380 55,972
Asres wheat 36,4 37.8
m: o!‘ horses 6.24 4,30
cattle 16,22 8,43

" *  sheaep - 5.46 2.16

. * pige 2.07 - 2.21

The above table is illustrative of the different sharscter-
. 4stics of the wvarioua eras of settlement, Between the years
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1885 and 1891 the number of stoc) per farm increased enorwounly
while the soresge of whest rembined in statu qus: betwen 1893
and 1901, the acreasge of wheat per farm inoressed rapidly while
the number of stook, exuept in the ranching cowntry of Swift
Current and Naple Creskk, remained in stats quo; and, finsily,
vetwesn the years 1903 and 1906 there is an inereass in the

~ agreage of Wheat ihzle the number ef stook decreased per farm,
By 1906 dry land farming, together with other factors of
greater of less i-pértanﬁc; had very dcria;:ely converted a
large sectiod of the distriets of Assinibeia and Saskatchewss,
after 1905 the prevince of Saskatchewsn, intc & wheat growing
domain where the production of this cereal was much mere
profitable than the nizibg of stock,

Homestead entries snd land sddes in this period kept pace
with the inoresse in populatien. During th§ fiscal year, Iﬁﬂg;
02, the nusbher of homestead entries reached the surprising tetal
of 14,633.{1) In the twelve months from June Sﬂ. 1202 to June
30, 1903 the Hudsen's Bay Jompany and rallway corperatiens
dispossd of as much land as thny‘hli done for the ten ;wnttl;
ing years, ib$}§ the number of homestead entries increased to
3).383.{2) of the tcial number of entries that had been made
since 1874, 111,115 were recerded within the five years
Fxhu!iint 1905, or an average of 22,223 for each year, leaving
& balance of 88.833 for the prsiioaa 26 yearw. -

The years 1897 to 1906 were marked by the immigration ef

{lg Interior, 1900).02, p.x
(2) Ibid, 190203, p.xxii
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myin from thc Rastern ruvm Great sz-i.mn. m Taited
mm and mmc, sctnmts of tautpm m u; in all
gsm of Matm and mmzmu nw it was not m
mmar the Govermmant to tmm. m:-aatn of the same
mf,im ity to establish large separate colonies, amall
mm i.aninbly did form,

In ww a Jarge mmher of mxems sntered the hml m
et ‘!Brktan, settling to the north~west and garthmt of that
towm (1); and during the following years the exriva) F of these

people was undimished, the chief centres of settlement being
Yorkton, Rosthern and Grenfall, In 1899, 600 settled at
Yorkton and 680 at Rostherm (2); in 1900, 822 settled st

at Yorkton ahd 627 at Resthern (3); in 1901, 585 settled about
‘Yorkton and Saltceate and 575 shout Resthexn (4); in 1902,

680 settled at Yarkm 840 at Rosthern and 180 at Gream;gﬁﬁ
and in 1903, 1,750 settled at 'smtm. ‘at Rosthern and

650 at Crenfell.(6) The Commissioner of Immigration estimsted
that in the district of Saskatchewan alone, 2,500 Calicisns
had been settled between the years 1808 and 1902.(7)

Hungarian cormunities developed within Saskatchewan and
Assigiboia. The first eolomy to be formed vas that of Esterhaxy
in 1886 and in 1892 mthar was founded at Otthon. In 1903,
Interior, 189%7,Part I. P.04
Jbid, 1899, Part II, p.113

| Qud Mt gt B 24
Ibidy 1902, Part 1I, p.l08

Ibid, 19503, Part II, p.99
Ibid, 190B Part 1I, »,)26
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3,000 Hongarians settled in sither Assinibois er Saskatchewan,
seme locating in the Dndisn Hesd district and at Zishyderf,
south of Regins, while a new eclony was started st Msthissfeld,
in the vicinity of Duck Laks, by Mr, mmmmm Others
Mﬁ to the Ntmd. Yorkton and Prince ﬁm tistmh@)
In 18902 mmctmwmsrﬂmmm:a&ﬁ )eth |
the following year it mcnmcé to 1,357; most of them settling
at Kaposvar and Reterhazy or in the new miany of nmmmo;w
| Soon thers were ntt:mutn et otthen, chr m:; mﬁ:h,
“im Mm; steekhﬁia; mkewm, Touchwnod, luterluv aat
Kaposvar,

‘The Mennonites, the first fanin settlers of tht mm
prsirten, hegan to push westward from Mte’nt in thc m
rms of the century. buring the years fm 1806 to 1900 the
sountry sbout Rosthers and Hague was rapidly settled with these
yte;:iﬁs Others settled in the somatry from Herbert to Swift
‘ cumt where they emcrt:ﬁ what hsd formerly been & Mm
 waste into a produstive wheat growing demain, | |
 In 1899 the grest immigration of Doukhobors took §lace, the
tttﬁ‘ number arriving at Winnipeg deing 7,427. of m.i.“ﬂ
were settled in tha 'Saskatchewan? (Kars) u}m. which compr-
ised the villages of mdhrry Iske, | west of 8&:1&03, and st the -.

' elbow of the North Matehm,v 1,404 in the ‘'NHorth Colonmy'

which was settled at Thunder 4111, on the Swan river; and

sx; Intevrfior 1901, Part n, p.120 ' '
Ikid, 1908,. yart 11, .me» Ybid, 1903, Part II, p.S8



4.&?& in the 'Seuth Coleny'.(1) Owing to mmuu over
:hﬂbsnlmﬁmudwﬁhetuuﬁm—mduﬁmahﬁamzﬁmr
moved to British Colwmbia, |
The most striking festure of the wave of immigratien inte
the districts ef Assiniboia and Saskatchewan, whioch began in
189’2, sas tha grut inereuse tmn yoar to year in the m:
of oitisens of the United States who am into the country, &

layge proportien of whom were of xsrth-suxapaaa ancestry, In
1898, Americans ssitled about Moese Nountain and in the Yorktenm
distried, forming in the latter s settlement knows as
wallade.(2) During the following years they pushed intoc the
Klameds district, along the *soo® line st Yellow Grass and
#11estone and north to Yorkten and saltceats. In 1901 six twmin
londs of German Awericans from xm, ¥innesota, Nebrasks
settled as far north as Resthern (3); while in 1002 a laxge
number of 3#:!:;&3&: and Swedes from Minnesota and ﬁike;&
3&#6%64 at Glen Mary, in the Prince Albert agemcy.(4) In 1903
mamwwuumulmakﬁawtﬁwm.&mummMmrnwuia
the Hoodgo and fumboldt districts {8); while in the same yoas
ahmpcﬁuwat&m&&nﬂﬂm&tﬂmﬁﬂw&ﬂau&ﬁﬁﬂi
weme founded south of Moosejaw.(6) A great mumber of
. Americans were brought in by theSaskatchesan Valley Jand
J%qmw,ﬁmmsﬂwudﬂulmmctmﬂdwhmanaﬂwaaﬁ

Intertor 1899, Part I, p.12
Ibid, 1808, Part II, p.247 and 249

Ibid, 1901, Part II, p.131

Ibid, 1902, Part I, p.33

- Ibid, 1908, Pert 1I, ».105
Ibid, ».110 '
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saekatoon. RS R

Immigration from the eastern provinces, espesially Omtario,
-¢ontinued throughout thess years, In 1898 thés immigration
amounted te 13,112 sculs as compared with 2,3737 in 1M7.(3)
Manitoband, English and Ontario settlers were lecating m&ﬁy
at Melfort, Birch Hills, Shellbrook and Saskatoon and the
country west as far as Eétt!cf:;rd. Between Saskatoon m
Rggine many Canadians tesk wp their losstion shile westward
from Regina Canadians did t¥eir shave in converting the reglon
into a productive wheat growing demain, At times it seewed thel
Canadian immigratién would become negligible when Sompared with
the large swarms that were pouring in from Rurope; Imt |
throughout the West, in almost every cemmnity, & substamtisl
sprinkling of thess pecpi® were to be found,

Immigration from the British Isles during these years was ' |
also large. Gome located in the south but the great majerity
‘pushed northwards sbout Saskatoen, Dattleford and especially
Prince Ajbert. Fomsibly the ;r@t.tt attexpt to eolonise the
u}dtom plains with British peoples was that of the Barr |
* Beldny. It was in the year 1903 that the *Ali-British Colony®
promoted by the Rev, I.M, Barr, took of definite form, and estly
“in April the party arrived, comsisting of about 1,800 sewle.
Between 300 and 400 were supplied with positions on farme in
¥anitobs and the balssce préceeded to Saskatoon, The lands
_ veserved for the solony were situated between the North

 {3) Interioy,1898, Part II, p.214
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Saskatohewan and Battls rivers and were traversed by the fourth
Ptinaim Meridian, the boundary 1ine between what are mow the
provinces of Alberts and Saskstehewan. Many of the colonists,
hewever, rather tham besr the hardship of & 200 mile trek across
the prairie, selected homesteads in the district of Saskatoss,
sthers went as far as Batileford and lowsted in the Jackfish
fake sountry. The main bedy, hewever, moved on'the fourth
Meridian and toek up their locations about what has 'bm the
town of Lloyémineter. Bisaugresments between Ur, Barr and his
settlers arose, shich oulminated in his leaving the colony,
snd the charge of the internal and persenal a!i’um were faken
ever by the Rev. George X, Llsoyd. The progress of the celsuy
was slew, It was soon discoversd that & lamgs number of those
breught cut by Nr. Barr were not agricnlturists irmay semse,
There wers no mﬁw&;ﬁ farmers within 100 miles of the
eolony from nhom the setilers could leara the preper m
of busbandry. In 1904 the reserved ares was thrown open o
American and Cansdian settlers amd in 1905 = large mumber of
these cane uwmg&ua&.m%mmm«ﬁk{w
ealony was assured. The colenists learmed from their neighbers
how to farm as the counkby demanded. Bailway mmtm
was secured in xm&- wd 1loydminster soen bdecame the centre
of a thriving nm&a-famtng muy.

M&um Foles, Bohemians, “amm: and loldavians
poursd into the country sfter 1900, Seme joined the colontes of
sister nationalities while ethm sett up mﬁi commmities
of their own., Scandinavians csme mostly fm the United States,
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tut the Icelandic settlements were resruited almost wholly

from acmoss the Atlantie, Teken all in all, thess variews
foreign commnities presented a serious prodlem of assimilation,
They represeat the greatest threat teo cmm nttiow I
development, But m commen economic envireament, common A
polities] institmtions and s homogenesus educational system for
children has provided s unifying influence which holds out the
~ promise et building up & Cansdisn nationality, . _

The great iaﬂﬁz of immigrants between the years 1507 and
1906 follows upon that development which was going on in
agriculture on the western prairies. Although the greatest
eingle facter Wwingfng sbout this movement was the immigration
polkey of Clifford Sifton, settlement from without was not
possible until there was development from within, As drvy
farming made possible the extension of agriecultural epcratm ‘
about Saskatoon, Battleford, Regina, Estevan and Nocsejaw sand
west, the prairies became wider as a result and more room we
sade for the incoming settlers. lLooked at from this light the
immigration movemsni of thn early years of the present mw:
is very definitely related to the introduction of dry land
farming. It is now negensary to trace out the devel opment
in certain districts which, before 1900, were not affested by
agricul tural settlement, .

Battleford, ss late as 1900, remidned mnaffected by the
tide of settlement which was rapidsy spreading over the

jui ries,
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' "The reason,” reported the agent for that distriet, %is
esasily apparent, for a glance at the map shows thati this is
" the only agency through which & line of railway does not run,
and it has seemed to immigrants incredidle that se vast an
‘area of fertile lands has remained solong withent rallway
ifntercourss with the outside world when other distriets have
acconodation.......0uing to the absence of expert facilitles,
no effort is made to grow surplus quantities of grain, BEach
sattlerg 'has a small herd of cattle and horses, and a few
conduct remohes in conjunction, and surplus grain is crushed
and fed to stock in fitting them for the British beef
maykets.*{1)

The fanozans year, however, s change m noticeable in the
type of agrienlture practiced, | ‘

scultivation of land,® wrote the agent this year, "is nat
yet conducted on an extensive soale, though the area undsr
cultivation is now increasing rapidly, ss the advent of a
line of railway in the near future is assured, Hitherte
sufficéent grain for lecal consumption only was grews, and
surplus grain was fed to stock in fitting it fer the maxket.
It now appears that mixed farming is destimed to supplant
ranching as the ghief industry of the smettlers, and when s
‘railroed is projected through the distriet ranchers will meve
further back, leaving the lands over which herds are now
grasing for those who will obtaimhomestead entries and
procead to sarn thair livelihoods by means of farm and dairy
products.*(2) ‘

Hevaertheless, even in 1902, stockeralsing continued "the
chief industry of the pecple of this district.®(3) #iy 1903,
hamn:. it wan cmi.égﬁ that the days of the rancher were aimosl
ever,

*During tha ps#t four years, "reported the Battleford
agent, "ss it becams more certain that twe or mors lines af
railway would soon iraverse the Ssaskatchewan Valley, the

district has attracted consideradble attention, Early in the

- present year it became ovident that the rush was about to
set in, snd during the past four months the eatire population
of the district has been almost doubled,....The total arvea
undsr cultivation is about 6,000 atyes, as compared with
4,000 laat year,."(4)

{3} Interior, 1900, Pert I, p.6
52 Ibid, 190001, p.128 , Part I.
3) ™Bid, 1903=0R, Part I, p.30
(4) Ibid, 190803, Part I, ».)2
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The distriot how entered upon s period of rapid develepment,
In mea-ea the number of «triu wms 1,246, -ﬂ iaring 3904,
:,m. in comparison with a tom of only 676 for the sixteen
3'0::: precedihg June 30, 1902, Another evidencs of the rapid
expansion of the district was the fact that hﬂng the tes
yoars, ;zm'-ea and 190304, the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company sold 630,818 acres of land, s large prepertion of which
passed direstly or indirectly into the hands of setusl settlers.
However, reported the Battleford sgemt, "ss there is still me
means of prefitable tramsportation no farm producte are nm-
jed for export. But in view of the m&hu sompleteion early
next spring of the line of the Canadian “orthern Railway,
preparétiens sre now being made by the farmers here for mers
extenaive seeding operations next spring. It is expected that
there will be 15,000 aores under erop mext year whereas the
present arsa is scarcely 9,000 acres.®(1) In 1905, the grest
event, the arrival of the failﬁy. took place, *The jast yeur,*
mthuahﬂi.m}x wrete the agent, *will go down ss an epoch
marking one for this district, owing mainly to the arrival ef
. the Canadian dgrthern Railway to Battleford.*(2) It was |
| estinated that there werd 20,000 acres under crop this m:-
with the possibility of double that for the following year,
*The cattle industry,® the agent »reported, bowever, "oondinues
to be an imporxtant one, It is net likely to be ssriously
dittp‘nrhid by insoming settlers for ssveyal years to come.*(3)

!23 interior, 19&3-64 P.J2 , Part I
Ibid, 190805, 3.13-33, mt I

{3) los, eit,
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In the mﬁ mu of thrn er four ycazl ﬁw distriet css'
mamn m tmu:om& from & a-txz ~stale mhiu. ,
umm mrmm commimity to & W m
mertiug M&t& M is ﬁaﬂr mnsmaé in the follow~
ing Mu—? '

196@ -_ff‘#m 1902 1803 1904 1905 1906
e I 168 1,198 1,774 35,688 7,373

1898 1899 1900 1903 1902 1805 1906
702 4406 1,166 937 1,347 = 4,070 27,508

The rapidity of settlement after 1901, as shown by the fird8
of these tables, is reflected in the acveage of wheat, as shown
in the second, The nunber of homestead entries in 1901 was 10,
in 1906, 7,3731 The acreage of wheat in 1901 wes 937, in 1M,
27,5884 The chief facter whiech brought abeut this change ws
undoubbedly: the rajlway but it is not toe mach to say mz
although settlement would have been grestly accelerated by the
railway it would not have made such rapd strided had it met
been for the asmt simul 4éneous intreduction of dry land
farming. It must be memembered that the district of Battleferd
1ies in a semi-arid wone with a preeipitation sbout the same
as zi?gina. It is not unreasonable to suppese, thémau, that
the settlers who followed: the railway into Battleford would
have met with the same obetscles as the settlers following the
railway into Rggine sfter 1883, iute Estevan after 1892 and
Iuto Saskatoon betweemjthe years 1883 and 1890 bad At not been
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that the new science of dry farmming had propared ths Battleford
Mm’u to cope with the problem of drought which baffled the
early pioneers of Regina, Eetevan and Ssekatoon, Thus, although
‘the roilway was the prominent, visible factor which gave the
impetus o settlement in the Battleford district, behind this
was that of the introdustion of dry land farming which made
possible the producstion of wheat in this part of the country,
saekatoon, on the other hand, in spite ef the fmet that
th: railway arrived in that m;ﬂct in mn;m, remained a
ranching community until 1901. As & resuli it is impossible
to argue that the railway mas a prominent facter in ufﬁmt
in that district, In Chapter III we have traced the histary of
the colonization of tim Ssskatoon distriet before 1901; and
we have found that the production of wmheat had proved impossible
and that the settlers were forced to resort to raushing,
Pew vettlers came into this district betwesn the ysars 1885 and
1903; the population in this latter year only totslled 457
souls, In 1898 the Yovernment and Cansdian Pacific Railway
Company had sent sxperts to examine the country nerth ér the
QutAppelle Valley in order to determine the location of a pert;-
ion of Jand which was yet to be made to the Canadian mtfh
Railway Company,. After a careful enquiry inte the sokl and |
climatic festures of the country between m&m and Ssskstosn
a report was sent in that this ares wae not adapted te
agricultursl settlement. {i} ihree years l#ter ﬁr. mnm -
(1) This stademaht, and the marrative tc!lwing, is based upon

& private interuaw shich the writer was privileged io hawe
- ﬁth Kr, Rdward, son of Mr. X,J. Heilicks, '
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ssnator of the United States, residing in the state of m-
ota, heard of the large unsettled region north of the QutAppellc
River and decided to ses this land for hissslf, Mr. Meilieke
had, all his 1ife, been in ssarch of a block af‘ arsdit land

~where he could locate s large farm. Vith this odbject in wiew

he had travelled over the western states of Americs, across ihe
Rooky Mountains on horseback and through the soujhern regions
of the continent but always came back dissatisfied. In 1898,

ss the guest of the Cammdian Government, he had inspestad the
land in southern Alderts and north to Wetaskiwin bBut, because
of the pmﬁm of early frosts, he did not consider any part
ysf this country as & :uihbln location for iim'-mda farming,
Eow he pet off to examine the gsountry nerth of tho Qutippelle
Valley. At Rilgina he boarddd a slow moving mixed -train which
carried him up through the large unsettléd tracte between x.au
Lake and Saskatoon. As he passed through Dundurs he decided tni
that this was the typs of country he bad been looking for all
his life and made srrangements to be driven around the
district, At this time theonly settlers abdmt Dundurn were
ranchers who rm their catt}e on the grass growing in the
marshes. Neating with these men, Mr. Meilicke was told of the
dry yeays and that it was impossible to grow grain in this
part of the country, Even the gophers, the ramchers olaimed,
wore killed off as a result of the sxcessive drought. Put

¥r, lNeillcke remmined unconvincad. Years of experience and
study of agricultural methods, espesially of the experiments
carried on at the Indain Head Experimental Parm, had taught
hin the value of dry land farming and he believed that, with |



‘this better ntthai of oultivation, the pmtm of wheat in
the Saskatoen regicn was yossib:c.

@onsequently he immediately tock the traim to Toromte,
~mr¢ he sesuved from the Temperence Colonisatieh Company the
o;ption on a large trsct of land sbout Dundurn. Returaing to
Eim»u he organixed & party an settlers and, in April, they
set out for Cansda. The party was preceded by the oldedt son of
Mr. ¥eillioke who Wt lzfﬁhr down from Prinee Albert to
Mld shacks for the nﬁ-«m. Vhen the party arrived thasy
nad nothing to do but unlosd the farm implements and set to
‘work breaking the lsi#il, Instead of the o}d method of turning
the sod over and them, in Augnst, turaing it back agaim, Nr.
Neilioke instituted the modern practice of breaking in the
early part of June and then surface cultivating to preserve
the moisture, During the following years the practice of
Mz;-rﬁicving every three years was rigidly adhered to,
not énz-x on the Nellicke farm, but on those of the other settlexs
brought out by him, The result was prolific yields of sheat;
in soms yesrs, on the Meilicke farm, an average yield of 48
bushels to the acre was secured.

In & very short fime the Saskatoon district was convested
fm a ranching w:l.ty to a productive wheat growing m
Bx-linyor Wilson who was a psrsonal titnm of this tmfmn—
ation, tells tha story as follows:



*In 1901 Mr. B.J. Mei)icke and his son stepped off tho
train at Dundurn, I found them interested in the countyy
and drove them around for two days, Nr. Heiliske wounld taks
a handful of soil and go behind soms bush or Ssin and submit
it to a test of some kind, He would coms back dusting his
-bands and say:*This is good wheat land', Posters were got
out in St. Paul which ran something like this:*Yom can leave
‘home after Raster, sow your grain nad harvest it and ocome
home with your pockets full of money in time for Thanksgiving
Dinner!, As a result in September of the same yeay two - :
special coach loads of people from Minnesots and Dakota
came to the distrist and settled with agriculture in view,
The ronaring yesr people came in in train losds, Thess
_ people, who came into this sountry hed sn advantage over the
Baster Canadians, as they understood the production of the
soil better, being much the same as Ninnesots and Daketa,
and m{hhlﬁ better implements to work with,......
e spring of 1902 the Saskatehewan Valley lLand
wis formed,.....Thiés Company secursd frem the
‘ ion Govermment a large tract of land extending from ‘
lumsden north to Hanley, contiguous te the Cauadian Noxthern
 REailway, This sompany proved to be & very energetis
colonization sgepayy As a result of its sctivities there was
a great flow of settlers from the North Westerns staltes and
REsstern Canadn, snd the-entire tract was settled wp in s
ocouple of yesrs with a first class lot of settlexs, to
that time we sllowsd ocur cattle to .roam at will sver
boundless prairies, but with the advent of the farmers the
Tange WAs 80 mtrietett it made it iwmpossible to carry on
ranching extensively. So owing to changed sonditions in ibe
spring of 1903 we dh:poudef our rmh site snd stoek.*{1)

The surprising feature brought out in these narrstives, up
apadt from the fact that the district of Bukatm had been
tmfcmdtm;mton:hut mfingemuxn
some three ym time, was that tha uprcnd um cf
agricul ture which made possitfe the production of wheat were
intreduced by settlers from Ninnesota and Dakots where dry
forming had been practiced for years, rather than from the

g ; Narratives of Saskatoon, r.m;& -
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Qa'Appelle Valley whers this practice was becoming commen as
a result of the experiments carried on by the Indian Head
Experimentsl Parm, Fothing 1llustrated more aptly than this
the iuehtian of prairie utﬁmnta.@ry land huiag
eruinam in the qu'Appelle Yalley independently of the
cxpcrunes of the settlers in the western states of Aweries,
and similarly dry farming was introduced into a&mtm. not
from the gutippslle Valley mhere one would naturally expect,
Wt by settlers coming up from the westerm stetes, According
to Mr, Neilicke, however, the American farmers had learned the
value of dry farming from studying the results of the mtﬂa’é
ents carried on by Angus Mackay at Indian Head and, in this
way, the introduction of dry farming into the Saskatoon
district came indivectly from the Qu'Appelle Valley.

- Within tho Seskateon district, but mtiéﬂsbly south and
west of ﬁu town itself, dry fsrnv‘g uthnés of mtmm
sonvyerted the country &hwt the towne of Zealandia and
Beversign inta S dnoing commnity. Before 1903 only a few
Wm}dhtmiw tlie yurt efﬁumtr.r. It was
tpokta of as within the dry bgzt and land-seekers passesd it
over in search flor more mubh Iusnm«, In 3993, m,
& great influx of settlers began, among whom one was Mr.
McLesn, present Superintendent of the Sutherland Forestry
arm. These pepple had leamed the valus of dry land farming
from Angus Nackay, at Indisn Head, and the practice of s
smr'nfanrniag every thyee years was carvied on, Without the
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smr:-fﬁlm. .Mr, NcLean said, the settlement of this regicn
would have been sbsolutely impossidle. To-day, in his epinien,
some of the best wheat producing land in the prevines of
Saskatchewan is to be fownd in the vieinity of Zealandis and
Severeiga.t1) e

. The year 1902 marked the tam peint in the histery of
settlement in the Saskatoon district. Infthat year the agent
reported that "the arop avea mext m will show & magnifisent
 inoresse when the new settlers are in a position to cultivate
~the land, At the present time there are about 700 acres im
‘wheat.*(2)In 1904 came the report that *land that was eropped
Jast year has been re-sowm and twice ss mmch brokem for next
year."(3) Two years iatsr the agent estimated that ever 6,000
souls ,arfivgé at Saskatoon during m yoar, Steam ﬂm
could be seen at work in all diresticns, more breaking haviag
been done sarly in iﬁ&ﬁ ‘than in any three previcus yeawrs.{4)
By 1907 most of the homestesds within ressonable distances
were taken and many of the new srrivals went 150 miles west
for good lands, shereas four years earlier good homesteads
gould be had a few miles from Saskatoon. The crop of 1907 was
double that of the previous yéar and the agent belisved that
this amount would have been still further incressed hhd ithe
mﬂmbmau-tetakcun of the products. Land had
(1} St et 3 Syt s e . e cne
ig; Interior 1901 -02, Part 11X, p.184

4

Ibid, 190304, Part II, p.8S
Ibid, 1908506, Part II, p.97
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" increaned Tapidly in price mdmhymﬁlmé sold at $15 o
m per scee. "This," the agent prophesied, "will be a distriet
of large wheat farms, as in many case whole Miw are being
;m.a up by steam ploughs.*(1) |
~ The rppidity of settlement after 1902 in well fllustrated ‘
Yy the following table, shewing ths number of homestead entites
from 1901 te 1905 in the Saskatoen sub-land distriet:

1903 1902 1903 1904 1906

0 592 1,59 1,236 3,148

It will be seen that the great influx of settiers inks the
gaskatoon distrist beges~ in 1903 whan entriss totalled 1,568,
| In the httzefard distrist entries 3@.‘ in the same ymy to
1,198 from 168 in 1902, Although a part ef this great inwrsase
mut#amasm due to the arrivel, this year, of the Bayr
Gelony, it, nevertheless, mazks the beginning of s perieéd of
rapid development in the country adbout Saskatcen and West,

The reilwey, dry lemd farming and an earlier meturing sheat
made possible %he settiements stretching from _guktt-em wost
to the fourth Principal Meridien. In the district ef Ssskatoen
the influence of the railway wac small and it was not until dxy
Jand faming was introduced that sny progress was mada in the
colony. In Battleford the railway and dry land farming csme
band in hand to meke possible the fiourishing sgricultursl
settlement in that distrist. Yurther west, sbout Ilopduinster,
the nﬁwm‘m;rmry‘m:', Wt it was not until ths

{3) nterior 1906-07, Part 11, p. 200§
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discovery of an earl xcrmmtu wheat tist the productien ¢f
this cereal was mede a prefitable estexprise. Ignoring the
transportstion faster, the intredustion of dry laad famisg
wes the deciding factor in the districts of Baskatoon saé
 Battleford, while the introduction of Marguis wheet was the
deciding fastor in the Lleydminster distries. o
~ ‘Turning new to mwﬂ:mmnmatnmcmm
factors bringing sbout & marked change in the Wt‘!‘m&u
ulture in this commmnity. Yorkton hed become the centre of i‘p‘
faixly progressive settlement as early as 1890 but, nevertha.
lese, ceriain ahstu&a M&é its natural m&cmt and
kept it for some tm; a semi.panching, mized-farming somsunity.
Dry land farming wes inlroduced inte this distriet from the
Qu'Appells Valley and in 1900 we have found that 25 per cant
of the shaat erop was grow: en mr»ft&xm land, With the
rapidly incressing popularity of this betSer method of farming
and the discovery, a few years later, of an earlier a’tm:
wheat, the Yom district was soon transforymed from u Pra~
doninakSly stﬂtkmhm to smamn. shaat axporting
comemnity. In 1903 the Yorkton ajent reported:
*The rancher will seon be a thing of the past én thias

W and stock-raising is net the preminent facter of
| m*.icr m:.'m& mti‘gsh::“ﬁ?mc::xn

years of good crops and the fencing of sections for grain

wwiu nuhich were & short while ggo extensive mt:a

(1) Interior 1902-03 Part I, p.33
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somplete. | (I
' *ihe pest year,*"wrote the Yorktoen sgest, "has witnessed
the complete avolution of the district frem stock reising te
grain growing. The sountry for miles around Yorktem is
occuph farmers who counted crop acres by hundreds,
one millizn and a half bushels were sxported from Yorkton
alene Jast year.%(1) :
The inorease in the ‘urugc of wheat in the Yorkton erop
distriot &s shown thus: ; _
1898 3889 1900 1901 1902 1905 1906
13,487 10,598 12,360 13,802 23,433 52,250 83,607

Between the years 1901 and 1906 the soresge of vhest tnaze-
ased approximately 70,000, or 84 per cent of the tetal m
in 1906, Inereased transportation facilities in outlyisg parts
ef the district was partly respomsible far the rapid expansien
of the wheat industry but dry lamd farming and an esrlier
maturing wheat were the deciding fecters, Which of the latter
played the most prominent role it is impossible to say, tut inm
view of the fact that this district was mave subjest to early
frosts than to drought, it is possible that an earlier nm.
ing whest must be conceded ttnt piace, Dry land farming, |
however, was no ineénsidembla factor. | '

Vest of lMoosejaw the country trmversed by the msin dime of
the Canadian Pacific Bsilway as far south ss the Intornational
Boundary and north to the azeu‘th branch of the Suakatchewan
rivar, long remained a purely ranching eountry. There wes litthe



yap -

or no sttempt st agricul tursd cultivatien and the few settlers
who could be found hn and there omer ths country-side wers
ml ranchers, mi.ng between ?ﬁ and 100 m of catile snd

& fu hersu.

*There is 1ittle to be 2aid,” wrote the m-mt
Meunted Polics Imspector at Maple Creek, in 1887, *
any industries engaged in other than the raising of GM
Parming is not indulged in, except in s very small WY isnsene
{and) it is all made subservient to the #aising and .
of animals, as the in used is nearly all hgomé for
local requirments.® ?‘

‘ mx%&muanmtzawuunmtcmtmmm
~ Currest, Maple Cresk orop district and in 1902 this acreage hmd
only ineremed to 282.(2) While this region lagged far benind

8]l others in the production of wpeat, it was ths loading stesk

exporting distriet in etmr minmu or Easkaichesan. In
13899, of a total of 23,829 head of cattle ahipped from Assine
ivois, the thres polats - Bwift Curreat, Msple Creek sad
Nedioine Hat - supplied 11,317, or approximately ondhalf, (%)
Bettlement procesded slowly in this part of Aseiniboia and

{3) Wﬂ xt'ﬂg’?,' 189‘,, ’DB‘

In the sane year ithe Swift Current land agent reported:
*owing to the fact that agriculture, to any great extent, is
sot resorted to in the Swift Current distriet, the guantily of

in produced is cemntiva!;—iu: than in soeme other distr-
ats.,.Jargg heyds of catile and sheep, as well as bande of
horses, are belng raised yeanmly. {(Interier, 1887, II, p.17)
(R} Report Territorisl Dept. of Agriculture, 1963, P27 '
: Crop district No, 6 included the couniry adjacent to the
main :ii:‘ of the Mn ?aciﬁo Railwsy from Rush lLske to
Langevin,
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it wag: mahiyjrears before the transfommation frem s ramching to
s mixed farming cummunity wae complete. In 1901 the Maple
Creek land agent reported that *homestiead enivies are largely
in exvens of last m‘.,...um numbers of settlers are
locating along the mam ﬂtﬁ.*{}) Ranching, however,
continued the main th of the settlers and ever 3,000
" stockers ware brought in from the ssst this yesr.(2) In the
- following six mdnths homestead mirm> inoressed 150 per cent
and the district immedistely about Maple Cresk appesred to de
developing into a mixed fmms conmunity. Nevertheless,
‘za.mwcrcmmmmmtmmgmmu
place upon the W and u ‘was estimated that thwt mre
?5,9@@ head of sheep in the mtrkt.tai
,mzm, 655 acres of land were somn to wheat in the swift

Gurrent, Maple Creek crop distriéd (4); while cattle shipments
‘from Swift Curremt smounted to 6,451 and from Naple Crebk te
A.M.Q} In this pear, however, a decided m s aotm-
ahie f-mmt the district,

~

1) Interior 1901 , Part 1I, r.xﬁ?

2) Ibigd, hc.ait

3) Ibid, 1902;Part 31X, p.122; Ibid, 1903, Part 1I, p.1l1

4} Berbert, Swift,Current, Crans lake and Maple Grﬁk aistrich

sountyy adjacent to the main line of the Cansdisn Pacifie

‘Railwey between Chaplin and Walsh, lying mﬁu of the Bouth
Saskatchewan river and north of the Cypress Hills. [Report
Saskatchewan Dept. of Agricul tu:u.l%ﬁ. p‘ll -

- {8) Inid, 9.25




129

"swift mrmt.”momé the sgmt 'hmnam -

- traneformation the past year. ¥iles of prairie rieh in

~ grasses and with soil egqual to the best in Nanitoba for .

. grain grewing is now dotted with settiers? homss, and & lavge
acreage is being broken with steam ploughs, twe, four and
six-horse teams and ox teams. A stasndy stream of sesttilers of
'8 very desirsble class is coming to this a:tmt.‘ii}

wheat ur&m for 1%5. In that pear thtrqwnn 9;&“' m
under ﬁnt in the orop distriet - an inorease from 655
acrest{2) In sympathy with this expansion in wheat screags in
the Swift Ourwent district the cattle spipments frem this
point decreased to 5,237 in 1906. Frem laple Cresky hewever,
eattle shipmabts increased to 5,456.(3) Obviously agriewlturel
settlement was moving westward frem Moosejaw, Naple Creek heing
the leasi affected pam; in the distriet. In Swift Curremt asd
Herbert, a new uttlmnt butma the !hmz pzm and Mu
the tmfmtm from atm-uhin: e nin-nm Mthi.

- 'mrbtrt.* wrote the land -m in 1906, "is a new ssitle~
ment on the meén line of the Canadian Pacific Railway, in a
distriet until a year or two ago was generally censidered
within the semi-dry belt, but has now a large mmber of
Kennonites from Menitoba and other parts, Wy inereasing
in number by the arrival of their frieads, ‘he firet year
vory little grain was sown, but the Ws good, In 1808,
2,000 acres weve in erop, from which 45,000 bushels were
‘threshed, This year about 8,000 acres have been placed in
crop, and the prospects are promising., The price of wild land
feor sale has increased 50 per acre, to $10 per scre
this year......This éhtﬁct bide falir to be one of the hest
in the Jdorth.west, becsuse those farming it have prospered
and recsived their successful experience for the most part
in mz.suu. before reaching this xmzt:r.'in ;

 Report Dept. of tbc Interior 1903, Part I, p.108
Report Bask, Dept. of Agriwulture, 1906, p.11
Ivid, 1908, p.38

- Interior 1906, Part 1I, p.88
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In 1907 the acreage under wheat showsd & still more
remarkable incresse and the mi!‘t Guzrent agent reported that
=the S&m ocattles men ave prectically out of mm ans &
consequence of the inflow ef mm‘*ti') In Pat yeer
19,151 acres were seun to wheat in the Swift Gursent, Maple
Oresk crop district (2); while sattdR shipments decreased to
58 from Swift Curremt and 3,739 from Maple Creek.(3) The
almost negligidle number of cattle m;poa from Bwift Current
is ﬂgnifmr.

Tus development in agricultural settlement is set out in
the following table:(s) R

Asreage of Mt Fo. milk cows ether ostile

}m'ttsitvn.t 11,6& 2 E XS R sesES [T 222 2 *eeH

3%4#&&».-0'01 &.m smete® "‘?? [ SRS ¥ :u;m
3"”:0‘-6“!%" 121 m ssRREE B ‘)m EEL 3 2R3 nim

19304.;“...-" 1%' Q..;oy 51;%0 ey “cm
1313‘,..0&..:&0 m;m D ewsesw ?.eaﬁ cssews sagm
1918 cncunenes 261 611 seenes es e csmene sswe

1%1510:"'.*»; m.m seuuN 9;“‘ sEaREe ﬁ.w
1914‘@-;&;;-;:: ﬂaam T XIS L. 31.1‘3 BEABES T T

P , Intarier 1807, Part 1I, p.90.1
&) Report Sask. Dept. of micnltur-. 1907, p.n?
{»5 Ibid, p.26
4) It should be pointed out that the boundaries of the arep
distriots were greatly changed in 1908, In stead of 22 distridts
there were now only 9, However the gwift Current, lapls Creek
diatriot was actually made, szaller sinee it now extended !‘m
Herbert to the Alberta bofiary instead of, as formerly, from
Shaplin tut it was extended south to the Internatfomal Boundary
- instead of, as formerly, just to the Cypress Hil¥e. Az a
conseguance it is necessary to give the sheat screage of the
new distriet for 1907, in order that a comparisen wan be drawm,
‘It will be noted that the screage of wheat in the new creop
district in 1907 .was considerably less than in the old district
- the same year. - ¢.f, i'omats.on Map 1811 for thc mu:y of
ﬁm 1908 é!&p mwriet Fappendices,
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The abovae table mmﬁy nqnzmw m&. rmﬁ
mwetﬁna%a‘!‘n 650 in 1907, Mmmm“mh -
428,518 in 1934; while from 122,086 head of aattls :a 1908
there was a deorsase to 61,060,in 1913,

In 1906 the ;apnlatia& of the Swift Currvent, Ksyit Creek R
crop district was 6,344; in 3921 it was 29,227.(1) Unfortunat-
ely we have no estimate of the rumber of cattle in this distriml
in 1906 tut we may assume that thers were at least 122,026,
the number in 1908, Working on this assumption we are able %o
complle the following ytﬁbh‘ | |

1906 191}
Acreage of wheat per oapita  1.40 (2) .7.86
Ko. of oattle per capits 19,37 2.13

 yrem this table we have a clesr ploture of the mm
ation of tht Swift Current, ihyh Creek cray district from a
m&h&ng t.a a wheat proéaeing commnity . ¥hile the aoreage ;r

........

wheat per eaq:iu inerm«a fm 1.49 te ?.aa, t.ha mahcr of

" satile per capita deeroased Tiom 19,37 to 2'13
taquestionably many factors were instrumsmtal in bringing

{1) Census 1906 and 1911 « The population of the crop distriet
was secured by adding the population of the different t
52) This figure is slightly inacocurate as the cordp distr t in
906 was different to th;t of 191). The population is that of
the 1908 crdp distriot while the vwheat noreage is that of the
1906, Conmequently ths acreage of wheat per capita in 1906
would be even less than shown in the table sbove, The number
of cattle, on the other band, is based upon the 1908 ecropdistect HWJ
therefore is more mriy accurats,



sabout this change, One which deserves mention is that of the
peliey of the Cansdian Governmemt and Canadian Pacific Bailway
Company of deliberatsly ‘disceu‘mg mhing‘in ?“‘r e
pap‘nisﬁc the country with mieﬂtam settlers ‘.; 8 thing shidh
‘they were able in 4o by cancelling the lesses of large areas

to the ranchers and thus denying them a range for their estile.
Nevertheless, regardless of how insistent thesejinterests
might have been in promoting agricultural settliement in South.
western Saskatchewan, it would never have besn possible without
the introduction of dry land farming, Lying within the semie
arid belt, the precipitation of this region was little mere
than ten inches per annum, %heat farming under such conditions
was lmpossible unlees there was some method of conserving the
moisture of one year for the mxt yorrts crop., Until this

ses done by means of the swr-fanct the #ﬂMiﬁn of vwheat
s s’bsa! ate!y impossidble except where irr:l.altien - W
on,

) HB2EBDBSELERE SEPRPSEELERLS SOEPSEBERERLRS

. Settlement after 1906 procdeded at a rapid rate in the

Rewly formed province of Saskatehewsn, With the introducties ef
dxy land famming, the ares of wheat producing land was antllll_y
pushed into mn M!-srid regieans which were forwmerly
 eonsidered only fit for ranching while with the discovery |
of an earlier maturing sheat, it was pushed northwards.The year
1906 was desoribed by the Prince Albert agent as one "sf
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marvellous expansion throughout the west.®(1) ¥ne following
year, however, poor crops and = low priee paid for shess
caused a falling off in the influx of settlers.

| As an indication of the progress of setilement up to this
gu%_" 1t might de mentioned that the only districts swhere
homesteads remained proourable, at a reasonable distance from
& railway or a projected line: were: Prince Amurt' the country
north of the Canadimn Northern m:vq from Battleford to
Lioydminster; along the Grand Trunk Pacific snd Cenadian
Pacific Railways betwsen Saskatoon and the Alberts boundery;
ajong the South Saskatchewan river north of the Canadian
Pacific Rﬁw line from lioosejaw to the Aldberta boundayy;
and also south of the same line between the same points.(2)
-Jn 811 other M;tmﬁ ﬁu'oam#z Saskatchewan it was almost
inpec:iﬂﬁ %o obtain a homestead within a ressonsble distance
ef a mﬂmy or a projested xm .

In the years following 1907 a hzghcr price for whest and

© better oreps hmght about an increased movemsnt of sstilement.
Pron some districts unfaverable reports from time to time
came in, such as frost demaging the growing crop in Yorkten
Il?i Humboldt or drought diminshing the yield in the southemn
part of the province. From other agencies, howewer, in the
Same years, csme reports that the year was the most successful
1% ite history. In 1910 the Commissioner of Ismmigration

%3} Interior 3906-6? Part I, 7.21-22
) Ibvid, Parxrt II, p.w
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reported that the past year, (1909), "will stand out
pﬁn&ngntl;f as the most prospercus in the history of western
Canada.”(1) $hwoughout the country a prolific crop was
harvested. In 1910 drought affected the crops in many parts
of the province but the Gommiossioner of Imeigration was abje
to mrt. nevertheless, that *the stream of lmmigration not
only continues with unabated fords, bat shows a mazked incresse
over Int year,* He wentt én to say: |
*while there was a good average crop and shile the
climatic and other farming conditions were normml, at the
same time, there was a shortage of crop from lask of
precipitation, and perhaps to some axtent from lack of
expsrience and proper methods of cultivation in certain parts
of southern Saskatchewan......Bven in thess #istriets,
however, shere the farmer had spent some years in the
country and had adapied himself to its pecul iay conditions,
fairly good crops resulted. In this part, however, during
the last two years there has been a very considerable
volume of new settlement, and the consaguence was that the
dry areas of these sections last year found the new settlers
somewhat unprepared, and, as a result, it became necessary
for tixe department to give epecial attentien to the needs of
the new-comers in Southern Saskatchewan....."{2]

Here m see that even in the £ry year, 1910, theose settlers
who had been in the country for some time and learned the value
of dry farming, secured a good crop. It was an azm&m-.
such as the drought of this year, that taught the new-comer
_the lessén which the early pdeneer had learnsd through many
Years of hardship,

By 1911 Saskatchewan had wecome s predominantly wheat
producing province, In that year 5,232,248 acres were given %o

{1; Interior, 1909-10, Pamt EX, p.93
{2) Ibid, 1910411, Part II, p.92-98



the preduction of this cersal. Beginning at towmahip 46, on
the Manitobs boundary s line draws North-west to towmnship 51
on the :hm meridian and thence due west to the fourth
mummcmmmz&-mumermm
prmm ares, mr proéduction waried in wrcmt. mtzn-
m: Over thmutmﬂha at ths tem antput of vheat was
ymam«mmcm distriots and might de
included in & rectangular area bounded as follows: beginning
at Fleming near the Nanitoba boundary nerth-west te Hesthem;
:uth.mit‘ to a pciai about 30 miles (, nntﬁmt of Saskstoon;
~south-sast to Portal on the International Youndayy.(3)

- The following table serves to show the strides whiech had
been made in the preduction of whest in Saskatchewsn and
the amount of cattle raising aid dsirying which was carried on
for the year 1911:(2)

Distriols Asresge Wheat M.Mﬁ Fo.Cattle Popul'm
| o P, sapita p.oep,

1 {south-Easteran) 1,608,655 36,8 1.2 104,644

: g mmtm; & +a57 7.98 ol 94,588

3 {South.¥Western m. : 7.86 2,13 29 ,28%

4 {Bast-Centyel) 5.8 nw ,, 78,78
6 Mmtm) a&.m .8 .BB 38,480
T (North-Hastern 32,080 A8 - 1.4, T, 07T
8 (NortheCemtyal} 180,762 8.8 - 1.48" 3,018

9 (NeorthWestiem 140,762 6.6, 1.2 21,187

From the abeve table many significast facts come te light.
The two leading wheat producing distrists were Seuth.Emstern(l)

m e.f, mazm np. 1902 .mmn
2) e.tf. " 1911 for houndaries of ervep muau



and emm saskatohewan (8}, whidd southocentral saskatehevan
{2) ronm third ss regards tnm acreage but atﬁ plase to
both Wwest swtm {6) and South-Vestern snntahm {3) h
per cagitt m@tm. The rise of south.western Saskstchewan
to a position of fourth place in per capita production of
wheat is instructive. Similarly the fact that Yorkten (4)
and Prince Albert (8) held sevenih and eigifhpositions,
respectively, as per vapita sheat producing districts,
indiostes that mixed farming was the prevailing form of
business in thess comminities.

Generally spesking the number of cattle per capits in the
. different districts varied inversely as the scresge of whett,
In distriets No. 1 ‘xmﬁ-mggm} snd ¥ {Central) there were
only 1.2 and 8.9 cattle per capits; while in districts Ee.é
(Bast-Central) and 8 {Horth-Central) thsre were 1.5 and 1.48,
respectively. swth-mtm Saskatchewan (3},- howerer, still
held the lesding plaws in the per capita number of cattle in
epite of the fact the per capits screage of whest had
iamné to 7,86, o ' ’

( Becsuse the boundary line of the 1891 census districss

-eoincide almest exactly with the 1911 crop districts, we are
enabled to campare the condition of the various districts in
1891 and 1011.( It will be noted that in the following tadle ti
the census districts of muéﬁu ﬁnﬁ QutAppelle have bheen
scombined to give a just mparhﬁn with a coa’biactiea of the
crep districts No. 1 (South-Eastem) and 4 {mt-ccntrd).
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1891 this area was aut urttm’ny 10 make the two census
ﬂttr&ch while in 1911 it was eut hnrimliy t‘é m the
two crop districts. The census distrioct of Rigina and
Mnmhmmmﬂﬁt&w@mtmt
¥o.2 (Seuth.Cantyal), m census districts of «?f‘ﬁl and
Swift mt ‘have been combined to compare wi /\'“’ mtﬁn
 Ho,3 (muta-mtnu). The m« Abert census distriet of
188} is compared with m cosbination of m districts 50,8
(emtm} snd 8 (mmmtm ); and, similarly, the Battleford
«m ﬁutrint i emd with a mmtm of orep
n:tms; Ho.6’ {thtm} and @ (xnm-mnu}. nm
~ the Carrot River census district really sxtended to Leke
r,maim it m Yeen compared with crep district lh.‘! {mtb-
Restern), the area east of this being mum; |
mmmt. : S .
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Pepulation Aoreage hest Mo.Whest Ne.Cattle
-mxa,_s o
qutippelle 1803 204688 76,067 3.n 1.34

Distriets  _ 177,59R - o
Bod & 4 ,;m 37,300 x.zae.m - . X

Qﬂtﬁﬁ-tsttﬁi ] LA Z 2 2 2 2 37 BN ESHER S . t‘ii*"
Regina 1881 7,565 26,687 3.52 98

Bo.® 1911 04,889 738,397 7.78 e
BDHBEDE S ERBRES ““i“&#'.—‘ | EE 2 S F X S X 5 g P RBPRNES

:wh m & |
Swift mm 893 1,009 ] =85 7.7

Biatmt ’ , j | ‘ | .
¥o.3 | i n.m 229,929 .86 2.8

7

; sssEsseeel SPSHELLBE BEGEREESE a.tt;i-dt-' '
:aumafeu | ' o |
; -89 3,70 57 +207 7O

g‘ﬁ.s; H ] 013 s seems 8.9 .

SESESBEOOR LA SRR RS 2 2R 2 LA A R & A2 22 B BREN

w a&m _
m 1 ;m _ &‘p - LY R 7 ’ ‘m
10, zm 7,077 32,008 4.5 .46

"’ b A 2 2 % B R T - t 2 A R N K 22 3 ‘f&‘ltiﬂti;‘ L XL & 8 J

;o 1891 8,876 4,190 .609  1.085

mtm '
k.ﬁ&ﬁ 1913 m.zas 1,850,534 10,37 3,185

LA AR S 2 27 LA A R 2 XN 3 L RS A B e 2 X 2 3 2 2 0
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Prom the above table msny significant facts arve browght
foreefully to 1ight. Threugheut the proviasce there is a grest
mcm-um»muwnmmaumaa‘m
in the mumber of aattlcr per capita is 'nﬂlmﬁl, while in %
twa of the ihtm it setaully &emﬂ. In erop mm:
No.2 (South-Cemtral) the ‘aeresge of whest per egpits doubled

um,,lem nusber of catils ;m tapita decressed by one-dalf. In

erop district Ne.3 [SoutheWestern) the soreags or sheat per
aapits incressed from .85 to 7.86, whibe the mmber of eattle
decressed from 7.79 to 2,13. In regard to the Prinee Albert
#ﬁﬁﬂ. . faiver comparisen might have besn securved had the
11092 eensus distrist been compared with srop distrist Ne.d
(RorthCentral). Although the sensus district fncluwded
'seskatoom, the reslly settled pertion of the distriot in 1893
was sontained #ithin the ares bounded by the same lines which
are the boundary of crep distrist No.8(Nerth-Gentral).
Comparing thess twe districts we obtain the follewing results:
the aoreage of whest per oapita increased frem .609 to 5.1

~ and the pumber of oattle from 1.055 to 1.45. This comparisen
tends to show that the expansion in whest productien in the

. Prince Albert distriot sas not 20 great sa in ether parts. 1t
was fhgiSaskatosn distriet which sccounted for the great

R mw in wheat uwxmr capita. Bimilaxly in the oreps
distrists No. 1 {Scuth-Zastern) and 4 (Bast-Ceatral), the
inoresse in wheat sureage was greater in district !t.l(amth;
‘Basters), while the inoresse in the mumber of sattle wasgrester
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m Ea.i {mzmm). This, mtartmﬂy mt e m
by the above table, '

..i.'i"“." [ ZEX XA S B R 35 853 4 /}!'.Q.‘I"&"Q".f

s

Settlemant preceeded steadily in the yesrs immedistely
ymms the Great War. yrom over the anmu. from the
mster Provinoes and from the mzua States mm came
i undiminished nusbers. Wnen Casada entered the Ver ia 194,
her agrisultaral resouses developed in ths western prairies
hm mm, played no mknucmtn
helping the allies to ultimsts triwmph, In 3915 Seskatehewsn
ewlebrated her first desemnial birthday by a record yield and
‘pre@ustion of 211 graia crops. Im that year, 173,723,785
ushels aﬁf wheat uﬂ,y’nw from sn asreage of 6,884,874;
and 130,910,048 bushels of oats from an acreags of 2,848,949,
Mm“n m definitely established her position u the
m Mt pumtas puﬁm. 1& the Dominion eof Fanads,
| ' Bread, the basie food of civiliied men,was s suprems
wheat from which the bread was made for the armies in the
. trm snd for the people of the Allied countries,Four years
‘of warfare firslly resclved itself into a battle of ecenomic
Tencures asd the vest productive fislds in the British Bupire
£inally decided the vietery in faver of the Allies. To say ihat
ir:lmdﬁuiumomotm Mﬁﬂﬁi&p}mﬂ:p@ﬁh
vinning the war for the Alllies is ne ridiculousiatanent becsuse
by mﬁy inareasing the preductive powers of the th

praivies it added te the food supply of the British mm snd
mmmmu& it.
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CONCLUSION

*inything Shatnis merth doing, is werth doing well, The
htmmpnmymzmmnummmmu’
iﬁ..e..u.ﬂ“ﬁfﬁtﬁnt mm ’f”mi’“
attempt to culiivate mpre thar we have the msans to earry on
oF the horse power to handle and work up inte & good seed

- 'bed in the fall of the year, mra‘mr
~‘,“hﬂﬂ$“tﬁ“&m‘!ﬁﬁ‘ hmm
‘Mﬂﬂ'wygm !rw

.’l‘.*"

wheat growing fn the Indiin Heed “itrtﬁ..u.u.
mmuamcxmhmmz«mmtm::
grow wheat without summerfallewing to stér wp snd conserve
the moisture for the follewing ysar. This has been proven
-mmmrmz.amuafm in this
~ provinss.*(1) |
In these words, A.E. Wilson, of Indian Head, in 1909,

wummed up that which had been brought howe to the farmers ef
saskatchewan after tmtymuaf mrhnatiu %W%“‘
wanat, mm and farg better" mﬁtohr-vnatsefﬁt. ‘
‘Wilson's epessh and the truth of this mette was n&uaﬁuﬂ
Yeing realised.

 With the intreductien of dry land farming all the preblems
éf the Saskatojevan farmer were not solved. A fal1 1a the prise
emtu@zmmazmmm s
) heuatim orop &» well as for hiniloamnﬂ no u'cp at all,
stn the aﬁmu. mﬁ. .rm and August frosts dnl mlin
droughts still mmm in some aum. of his year:s |
laber. The cendition of the western farmer tu-m besrs smple
testimony to the fact that he stil) faces preblems sver which
he bhas no »ntm, The greatest, mum;. is m; ug
rmﬂng 2 market for his puduo Befewe the westam f.mez;

{1) Report Saskatchewan Dept. of Agricultmre, 1909, a.m-; .



farmer can have any assurance of finansial Wom
mst obtain a i‘air return for his laker, The mb:m of
'asr:watm to«day, therefors, are ﬂthr of an um
" g,mw .m;. Like all emf tndustries, the prodlem ef

ymtm on the natcm rm hss been Imx nlm. The
Vest can produce millions of bushels of wheat per sshum of the
very best milling quality. The reaseon for this gunta: m;-cmd
productien is mtmu xn the siuple nttio ahnn Mﬁr-
farming®.

Bash year a distiot w;-nm was noticesdle in metheds

of faxwing; ewidences of greater cere in the preyeration of
land fer erop and & Wmore mﬁ endsaver to keep it as fres
as posridle from weeds. In faming, as in eny other sphere of
activity, "sxample is better than precept”, But if s farmer is
to be suscessful and an example to his fellews he must avail
km:lf of every :gﬁno of knowledge epen to him, The tu-u' of
| «-uy arﬁcaefiin, is ummuumtm-
‘ eusl:plmdthuthntof mme:m:mm.mm
setiler obtained his knowledge in ths hard will of experience,
To-day the settler has a system built upon years of experience
and experiments to follow. By these means the road has besn
 paved to that *better-rarming® which has won for Saskatchewan
-tha enviadle position of being the leading wheat preducing
‘ mﬁut Ln the m of Canada.
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mth uuimdfauingu‘htmmmﬁ,
has meant mu:«nmnz By paying nu :zmtm Lo the
eultivation of the soil and being lesn saxions o m
his screage, the farmer has been adle to u&ulWﬁ#
at ﬂim more cost, That the average m:- has & 30;’ -y
yot to go in improving his nﬂiﬂ}m methods is m&m
bt mrﬂmﬁgymut day sgricultuare with that cf
fﬁmtmytmaamwmunm:rﬁtmm
has been msds. The farmer of the 'eightien was able to
only the srudest of implements, his knowledge of sgrioml
science was sxtremely limited and his realization and
, mzag af western climatiec conditiens very smmall, To prepare s |
soad bed the surface was merely scratched and the sesd was
spread, by means of a broad-cast seeder, over tha top, to de
covered later by a harrow. Thers was no attempt at arop
rotation nor at preventing the spreading of weeds. With wheh
- methods, agriculture wes almost impossible in Wastern Camads,
If the birds did not sarry off the seed, or the ‘gophers
: mtm the young piant, dronght eor sarly frest was almost
cerfain te lesve the farmer with little oxop %o harvest or &
Vem of very poor grade wheat, 1,3 short, oenly in exceptional
yeurs was a good orep grown. Exaeptional years, howaver, were
~ few and far hmm 1f sgricultursl settlement was te
succesd some means of overcoming the problems which cenfronted
the msettlars had to de devised. Improved machinery marked
a3 great step in this advance, ss did the discovery of an




earlier maturing wheat, but only with the intredwotien of dry
land farming was the serious prodlen of drought evercome.
To-day ondy 1 exceptions years does the farmer face complete
fallure, The unun ;aur. ths year which: m amt as
disastrous sa ﬁu very vad year to the sarly settler, may u
slmost as muccessful as the vexy goof year to the modern
ftw The risk in agrisulture still reudéns but 1t has been
greatly reduced, mrty years of farming in Western Cannds
have tmght the nettlers that agrioulture on the prajries is
'ut im:ai’blt *if a man farms on Canadias soil in the
canadian way."(1) |

{1) Johnstone, op.cit., p.x¥ (Quoted in Iatreduetion)
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mmm Wmmmummm
Bay Company tm 1749)

Mnmmmmmww
ssouress and produstivity of the Hadson Bay region,

« Kizutes of the Hpdeon's Bay Compssy, 1671 to 1091

axnmmmwumm agrismliure

mmmaxmmnamx:wMucm

the provisions which wers being sent out, ut thare
h "'mwmﬂwmmﬁmuhm
«mmmumuu:umsammw

An Asoey ; of ‘the Countries sijoining teo
y (Londen, 1744)

The independent merchant's Pﬁﬁﬂt‘fﬂ" ety
gonistis to the Mm*# Bay Cempany. ’

- Ellis, A Yoryag am* mm*ammwd
mmzna_* eyt i diad

| mmv statement of the sgrisulturel
mmumm.

mmmm«mxm Residence in Hudspen's
Bay (Londen, 178%

_An ammm deseription of the ecountyy sbeut

»




| W Foxt , wmmum

..;xxnazmm':m, 185% to 1869

Seversl article “@mmammm
@wmﬁwmm 3

tes gm%i(mlaeo)
ng aceount of the histexy of the




- w, Red Riwer {iohithreal,1871)
‘ nmw*timi; 1832 %o 1828

. exmnmmm ﬁmm&m
h&ﬁmam;a ny during the fhrst yaars,

m m zm 9 3830 (Canadian Archivu)

""ﬁw m.”;_ -

mmwfsmmm Jm um, :

Semewhat &% ":n,mmmgma
(mmﬁ;mmw returns, is of seme

- Hsrtim, Lewd Selkirk's Werk in Camds ((Dxford,, 1916)
Forme an admirsble baskgrousd to the history of

- sgrisulture in the Red River Sattloment but of 3iM03e
mmmmmmamm
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ondary Works

L]

« Black, History of Saskatchewan and the North-VWest
Territories, £ Volumes (Regina, 1913)

Volume I contains some informetion on the halfe-
bredd settlements, but practically of no value,

*

= Reverend Pather J, Le Chevallier, Saint Lanrtnt De
Grandin {1930)

An interesting awoount of the establishment of the
half«breed settlements along the South Saskatchewan,
- ¥acInnes, In the shadow of the Rockies (1930)
An interesting hietory of socuthern Alberta which

gives a background to the study of ranching in
southern Saskatchewan, '

" w Oliver, The Settlement of the Prairies, The Cambridge
History of the British Bmpire, Vol.VI, (1830)

An interesting survey of early settlement but teoo
brief to be of much value,

Settlement FPollowing the Railway, 1884.1896
£icial Re orts or Documents

- Department of Agriculture, mperts, :sao-zsas (ottawa)

As 1mn1grat1un. before 1892, was under this departe.
ment, these reports contain a great amount of
1nfcluntiaa especially the feports of the immigration
agents in unatern Canada,
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- mrtmnt of the Intcﬁot. Reports, 3880-1896 (otttm}

The reports of the Deputy Ministemy of the Interior,
" of the VWestern land agenis and, after 1891, eof the
matm .imimtton agmts, are extremely valunable,

+

- The Report of the Viaid of the Tenant FParmey
Delegates to Canada in 1890 (M&iﬁa. 1891)

Considerable information regarding the utt!mt:
along the Camadian Pacific Railway, about Baskatoon
and north to Prince Albert and about Ynfktm and
galtcoats,

= Censue of the North.West 'rcrritorin, 1885 (ottamm)
« Census of cm, 1891 (Ottlﬁi :

- C«cn:ms of" tbo Ecrth-ust ﬂ'crritari«. 1395 { Report of
m Horth.West Mounted Pol me v 2895}

- Eeparts of the xarth-hst Eczmtaé Bozica. 1&8«1&%
{ottawa)

These regort: are of much va.‘luc a8 they giu &
very reliable description of the conditien of the
. sctthu in the Horth West _

- B-sg, Hist@r}v of the North.yest, 3 Yolumes {1894)
w;ma 21 and xn contain am, hnt very ntth,
iafcmtim.
« A Canadian 'reur, | chrint of m%tc:% fren tho s;um |
Correspondent of the Times (3886) ;

An interesting description of Mttlmnts aleng the
Canadian Pacifie Baiiuy linc. o e



; ;-cﬁxaer. Across the canadzin.rruirics (1895)

& description of the aeuntry along the cansﬁian
Pacirfic Rni]ﬂ;x and bctwasn Ragilln and Prince
Albegt

- Inhnatonc, Winter and Summer Excursions in cansda
(no date, abput 1894)

Illuminating passages on the condition of settlement
but contains 1ittle information on the history of
settlement,

- Hi11, Prom Home to Home (:88%)

An interesting note on page 124 regarding the
selection of Regina as the capital of the Horth.Vest
Territories but of no value as regards settlement,

- UcPhillip's Business Directory of Ssskatchewan (1888)

Possibly the most comprehensive deaeriptiua of
settlements in tha district of gaskatchewan, Of much
value,

= Harratives of Saskatoon, 1882-1912 {Pruparcé by a
ggg§§ttae of the Historical Association of Saskat#en,

Contains a great amount of informatien on'nattlaunat
in the Saskatoon district, Of special value %Brt the
narratives of Wilson and Brown,

a'Pawera. The History of Regina ((Régina, 1887)

0f some, but little 1alue, for the study of taaiy ,
settlement about Regina. Contains consideralle
information on the developmant of the town, itself,

- %gnd g:gnof n:nitob; and the Canadian Hnrth-ﬁltt
ana Pacific Railway Company 1umigration ptuph;tt
publéshed about 1886) )

A description of towns azong the Canadian Pacifiec
Railway,



3scont terial

» Oliver, The Settlement of the ?rairiaa. The Cambridge
History of the Britidh mn@ire. vol. VI, (1930)

An zntcrasting.bat not rery comprehensive, survey
of scttiemcnt between the years 1834 and 18%6,

Settlement of the Districts of Assiniboine, 1896-1905, and
of the Province of Saskatchewan, 1905-1914

ici ¢ nts Reporis

=« Department of the zutsrior, Reports 1896.1914 (Ottawa)

Invaluable in the study of settlement in these
years., The reports of the Deputy Minister of the .
Interior, of the western land agents and of the western

sxn lmmigration agehts contain a graat amount of
inrorn:tinn.

= Reposts of the Eorth-ﬁhst Mounted FPolice, 1895-1934
(ottawa)

- Coming from men who were constantly working smong
the settlers, the reports of the North.West Mounted
Police Inspectors are extremely valuable.

¢

- Census of Canada, 1801, 1911 (ottawa) .

inquennial Census of the Prairia Pruvznces 1906
Gttauu)

-Harratives of S&skétaan. 1833-;9:2‘

The nsrratire of E:ﬁﬁn:ar ¥ileon is veiy valuable,
It shows the transformation of the Sackatoon distriet
from a ranching to a wheat-producing community,
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'Btcondgg wyrka

- MeCormack, Lloydmineter {(Tondoh;)no date)

- The first few chapters are quite -interesting,
tracing out as they do the Nistory of the Barr
Colony from the tm of its famﬂan te when it
arrived at the site of the colony. The latter chaytcrs
are of no valm.

- 01 :Lvar. The Settlement of the Prairies, The Cambridge
History of the British Rmpire, Vol. VI, (1930)

An interesting survey of settlement, oawmly
foreign settlement, before 1805,

Development of the Industry of Agriculture

offici ports

- Department of Agriculture, Reports, 1865-1914 (Ottawa)

of practiaany no value, except cccassional reporis
of the Minister when the methods of tg:ienltuu in
.the North-West are diamxnaé. :

- mpartum of the x‘nter.te:?, Rapnrts, 188541914 {Ottaws)

Throughout these reports is to be found considersiide
information of the development of agrieculture in the
Canadian ¥est,

= Department of Agriculture of the Hort}x-wast
E'srriteriu. Reports, 1898-3992 (Rtgim)

‘The statistice and general information contained
in these reports are of great value when studying the
~ development of agrioculture in the districts of
Assiniboia and Saskaichewan,

~ Saskatchewan Bepartunt of Agrim tnro, Reporis
1908-1915 (Regina)

These reports contain vaimaua data on the
agricultural indmtry in the province of Saskatchewan,
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Dry Land Parming

» Bracken, B@y-rarning in !tstern Canada 1923)

N The principles of dry rammg discussed with
special reference to weatcrn Canads,

| = Shaw, Dry Land Faming (1931)

‘rhe principles of dry-farming expi:ined with
special reference %o the Western states of America,

« Widbsoe, Dry-Feming (1911)

, An admirable treatise on dry land farming., The
special reference of the author to the Indian Head

- Experimental Farm adds to the value of the book Ifrom

. the point of view of the stmt of Westarn Canadian
sattzmnt. ,

» Rutherford, Eaemic Reaouces of Saskatchewan (ﬂm
'ané Jts Provimn, Volume 20) ,

- The section on ugrieulture contains some interesting
and, from the historical point of view, vnlmble
rmrka on the mtredmtion of dry tan&nz

« Bracken, The Summerfallow {Circular No,2, cnn‘a of
Agrieultaro, University of Saskatchewan)

- Bracken and ﬂanry, Durum ¥heat {Circular 2, College of
Agrieul tuu. University af Sasketchewan)

- 923 1in, Kubankas wheat (Circular Ho, 3}, mecnbcr.

=« Reports of the Dominion Experimmtal Stations 188@-
1915 {ottaws)

The reports of the Director of Experimental Farms
- and of Angus Mackay, Superintgndent of the Indian
Head Parm, are extremely valuable in the study of
dry-lsnd farming and its s.nf}ucnee on aettlmt.

-
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An Barlier Maturing ¥wheat
= Reports «f the Dominion Experimental stationt. 1838.
191§, (Ottawa} :
1h the repoyts of the supsréntendent of the Indian Head

Experimental Parm, yearly data is given of the date of
seeding and’ harveuting the various varieties of wheat,

«-Data secured by the College of Agri!nitnrc, University
of saskatchewan,

Since 1920 Professor Harrington, of the College of
Agricultidre,of the University of Saskatchewan, has
kept records of the date of seeding and harvesiing of
different varieties of wheat at Saskatoon,

- Bracken, Crop Production in Western Canada (1920)
Containes some remarks on the maturing qualities of
different varieties of wheat,
- Buller, Essays on Wheat (1919)

The author traces out the discovery and introductien

of Nargquis wheat and aiae rworve recent varieties,
« The Story of Red Pife Wheat {Manuscript in Librarg,
Univornity of Saskatchewan)
A letter written by Mr., Sylvester Fife, ésaeribih;
how his father discovered Fife wheat in 1841,
- Hind, Report of Exploration Expeditions (1860)

. Data on the period required for uhaut to mature at

Red River (p.144)
- Palliser, Explorations in British North America (2a60)
Data on the period required for wheat to mature at
Dog Mission (p.ss}
- Edmonton Journal 1854»2856 {anéson't Bay Eompan Disry
of Fort Bdnantnns y

Data on period requircd for wheat to mature at
Edmonton in 18855,
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‘= Selkirk Papers , 1811 to 1830
Data on period of auturity of uhnt at Red River m
different years, ,
- The Nor'Wester, 1859 to 1869
Data on the period of agtarity' ef vheat at Red River,

« Macoun, Manitoba and the Great North«West (1882)

Date on the pcrioa of mturity of mst}m the Iierth-
Vest,

}Eiscenansaun Material
- The story of the Life of D.W, Caswell, Admir, s:skatck, ,
ewan,

-The Story of the Life of A.B. Bempu, woiuiy. Suakntc;-
ewan,

- Statement of Alexander Kindred, Pioneer of Moffat t.nd
Glenavon

{The above are Manuscript in the Li‘hrary, University
of Saskatchewan)

- Dr, T,A, Patrick, Private :?a.pers {Library mteript}
Personal corrnptndmt ’

- Mr, Rdward leilicke,(Personal Interview)

- ¥r, James lclLean,(Personal Interview)





















