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 BSA, MSc from U of S

 Started farming 1990

 Worked 5 years with Soil Survey at U of S

 Involved with the BOREAS project

 Worked 10 years with SSCA promoting direct 
seeding in SK

 Director with SSCA, SCCC, and WARC

 Currently: -Crop 4000 ac  black soil zone

-170 cow/calf



 it is a medium for plant growth

 it is a means of water storage, supply and 
purification

 it is a modifier of the earths atmosphere









Soils in our area:

Soil Associations: Cutknife, Mayfair, Blaine Lake, Hamlin, 

Waseca
Maidstone
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June 1988 in Pontiex, SK
Photo by Henry de Gooijer



Late 1800’s, early 1900’s we
began to break these soils





The PFRA was established by an Act of Parliament in 1935 in 
response to the widespread drought, farm abandonment and land 
degradation of the 1930s. Its role was to :
"... secure the rehabilitation of the drought and soil drifting areas in 
the Provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta, and to develop 
and promote within those areas, systems of farm practice, tree 
culture, water supply, land utilization and land settlement that will 
afford greater economic security..."

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manitoba
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saskatchewan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alberta








* By 1980 it was estimated that we had lost up to 50%
of original soil organic matter.

* In 1984 Senator Herb Sparrow published his report
* “Soil At Risk” (Canada’s Eroding Future)





 1988 

 2002

Two consecutive Years Rainfall

1917-1918 362.1

1928-1929 417.2

2001-2002 475.4

1936-1937 483.4

1918-1919 531.2

1909-1910 532.2



 The past decade has seen unprecedented 
number of farms and communities dealing 
with flooding, unseeded acres, and 
equipment stuck in the mud
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